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GLOSSARY 

BASIC PRINCIPLES Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Remedy and Reparation for 
Victims of Gross Violations of International Human Rights Law and Serious 
Violations of International Humanitarian Law 

BAQI  Taking up arms against the state 

FATWA   Religious ruling or decree issued by an Islamic jurist 

FADAIYAN KHALQ 
ORGANIZATION 

A leftist organization which split into multiple factions including Ashraf 
Dehghani, Majority (Aksariat) and Minority (Aqaliat) in 1979 and 1980 

HAKEM-D RG@Q­ Rg`qh­` itcfdr `oonhmsdc axSupreme Leader Rouhollah Khomeini after the 
1979 revolution  

ICCPR   International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

KDPI  Kurdish Democratic Party of Iran 

MOHAREBEH  Waging war against God, a charge carrying the death penalty under Iranian 
criminal law 

MOHAREB  An individual accused of ®v`fhmf v`q `f`hmrs God  ̄ 

MOLHED  Atheist, heretic 

MONAFEQIN Pejorative epithet for members and supporters ne sgd Odnokd­r Lni`gdchm
Organization of Iran (PMOI) 

NEFAQ   Hypocrisy, pejorative reference to the PMOI 

NLA National Liberation Army of the PMOI 

PMOI   Odnokd­r Lni`gdchm Nqf`mhy`shnm ne Hq`m 

SAVAK   National Intelligence and Security Organization (pre-1979) 

SHENASNAMEH National identity booklet  

UN United Nations  

UN SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE  

UN Special Representative on the situation of human rights in Iran  

UPDATED SET OF 
PRINCIPLES TO 
COMBAT IMPUNITY 

Updated Set of Principles for the Protection and Promotion of Human Rights 
through Action to Combat Impunity 
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 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

®More than a quarter of a century has passed since we began 
sgd ptdrs enq£ sqtsg qdf`qchmf sgd e`sd ne ntq knudc nmdr-¯ 
Mothers and Families of Khavaran, speaking in 2014. 

 
In late July 1988, thousands of political dissidents held in prisons across Iran were forcibly disappeared 
suddenly. They were mostly young men and women, some just teenagers, unjustly imprisoned because of 
their political opinions and non-violent political activities. Prisons were put on lockdown across the country 
and the authorities suspended family visits without giving any reasons. For months, nothing was heard.  

Gradually, terrifying rumours began to circulate about mass secret executions and the dumping of bodies in 
tml`qjdc l`rr fq`udr- E`lhkhdr­ vnqrs ed`qr vdqd bnmehqldc eqnl k`sd Nbsnadq 0877 nmv`qcr vgdm oqhrnm
visits resumed and authorities informed many families that their loved ones had been executed. However, 
over the last 30 years, the authorities have cruelly denied them not only a body to mourn over, but also the 
truth about when, how and why their loved ones were killed, what happened to them in their last moments 
and where their remains are hidden. 

The authorities have treated the killings as state secrets. Three times in the past three decades, the wall of 
secrecy has been cracked and each time the authorities have responded with reprisals and accused those 
who have leaked records related to the preparation, planning and co-ordinated implementation of the mass 
jhkkhmfr ne ®chrbknrhmf rs`sd rdbqdsr¯ `mc ®sgqd`sdmhmf m`shnm`k rdbtqhsx¯- Hm 0878+ kdssdqr q`hrhmf bnmbdqmr
about the executions that were addressed to Supreme Leader Rouhollah Khomeini from his deputy, Hossein 
Ali Montazeri, were leaked. In 2000, a copy of the secret fatwa by which, in July 1988, Rouhollah Khomeini 
ordered the mass killings was published. In 2016, an audio recording of a high-level official meeting that 
took place in August 1988 between Hossein Ali Montazeri and the officials responsible for the mass killings 
in Tehran was posted online.  

Building on the sustained campaigning and documentation efforts by survivors, family members of victims 
and human rights defenders over the last 30 years, Amnesty International has set out to prise open these 
cracks even further and reveal more of the blood-soaked secrets the authorities have tried to keep with a 
view to seizing the opportunity of the current renewed debate about these crimes and advance the struggle 
for truth, justice and reparation.  

@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r enbtr nmnmd ne sgd lnrs gdhmntr bg`osdqr ne rs`sd uhnkdmbd hm Hq`m­r qdbdms ghrsnqxis 
further prompted by the ongoing official campaign to repress the commemorative efforts of survivors, 
families and human rights defenders, demonize the victims and distort the facts about the extrajudicial 
execution of political dissidents in the 1980s. It is all the more relevant as many of those alleged to have 
been involved in the 1988 enforced disappearances and extrajudicial executions hold or have held positions 
of power in Iran. They benefit from a continuing atmosphere of secrecy and impunity in the country. 

Amnesty Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r qdrd`qbg+ bnmctbsdc eqnl Rdosdladq 1/06 sn Mnudladq 1/07+ `m`kxrdc sgd
testimonies of 41 survivors, 54 family members of victims, 11 former prisoners, and 10 other witnesses from 
28 cities across Iran, obtained either directly or through Justice for Iran, an Iranian human rights 
organization; examined written materials, including testimonies and memoirs, prepared by survivors, 
independent researchers and other Iranian human rights organizations; and reviewed media reports and 
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statements issudc ax Hq`mh`m `tsgnqhshdr `mc TM anchdr+ `r vdkk `r sgd nqf`mhy`shnm­r nvm `qbghudr- Hs
`m`kxrdc sgd `tchn qdbnqchmf ne sgd lddshmf hm 0877 vgdqd ldladqr ne sgd ®cd`sg bnllhrrhnm¯in Tehran 
are heard discussing the killings. It obtained and verified death certificates, profile pictures and images of 
gravestones of dozens of execution victims and crosschecked and consolidated lists and databases 
containing thousands of names.  

On 19 October 2018, Amnesty International sent the Iranian authorities a summary of its findings and 
requested related information and clarifications, but has so far received no response. The organization is 
denied access to the country. 

@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r qdrd`qbg kd`udr sgd nqf`mhy`shnm hm mn cntas sg`s+ ctqhmf sgd bntqrd ne rdudral weeks 
between late July and early September 1988, thousands of political dissidents were systematically subjected 
to enforced disappearance in Iranian detention facilities across the country and extrajudicially executed 
pursuant to an order issued by the Supreme Leader of Iran and implemented across prisons in the country. 
Many of those killed were subjected to torture and other cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment or 
punishment in the process.  

The extrajudicial executions were followed by the authorhshdr­ qdetr`k sn neehbh`kkx `bjmnvkdcfd sgd jhkkhmfr:
fully disclose the fate of the victims, including the causes and circumstances of the killings; identify the 
remains; and ensure that they are returned to the families. The systematic concealment of the fate of the 
victims and location of their remains has also involved not providing families with death certificates and 
qdronmchmf sn e`lhkhdr­ qdptdrsr enq cd`sg bdqshehb`sdr ax hrrthmf nmdr sg`s `qd hm l`mx b`rdr hm`bbtq`sd+
misleading or incomplete abots sgd b`trdr+ bhqbtlrs`mbdr `mc c`sdr ne sgd cd`sg `mc bhsd ®m`stq`k¯ b`trdr
nq rhlokx ®cd`sg¯ `r sgd b`trd ne cd`sg nq oqnuhcd mn b`trd- 

Such conduct by the authorities amounts to the crime of enforced disappearance under international law. 
According to the UN Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances, the commission of an 
extrajudicial execution in detention falls within the definition of enforced disappearance if it is followed by the 
refusal of state officials to disclose the fate or whereabouts of the victim or to acknowledge that the act has 
been perpetrated at all. 

These ongoing enforced disappearances and the continuing uncertainty concerning the fate of their loved 
ones and the location of their remains have caused anguish to the families.  

Their pain is compounded by several additional factors: the ongoing bans that they face on conducting 
mourning rituals and commemorations; the deliberate desecration and destruction of sites where their loved 
ones are believed to be buried in mass graves; the knowledge that those who ordered and carried out the 
executions continue to get away with their crimes; and the persistent threats, harassment, intimidation and 
attacks that they face for daring to demand truth and justice.  

These cruel practicdr+ vghbg g`ud b`trdc fqd`s rteedqhmf `mc g`ql sn uhbshlr­ e`lhkhdr enq cdb`cdr+
including serious injury to their mental and physical health, violate the absolute prohibition of torture and 
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. 

Given the widespread and systematic manner in which the authorities have committed enforced 
disappearances, extrajudicial executions, torture and other cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment or 
punishment, as well as other serious human rights violations against political dissidents and their families, 
Amnesty International considers that they amount to crimes against humanity, including of murder, 
extermination, enforced disappearance, torture, persecution and other inhumane acts.  

The crimes of enforced disappearance continue until the Iranian state fully discloses the truth about the fate 
of the individuals concerned and the location of their remains. 

International law obligates Iran to investigate these crimes under international law and, where sufficient 
admissible evidence exists, to prosecute those suspected of responsibility before civilian courts in fair trials. 
It also has an obligation under international human rights law to provide victims with effective remedies, 
including truth, justice and full reparation. This includes, among other things, returning the bodies to their 
families, and indisputably identifying the remains, including through DNA analysis.  

EXTRAJUDICIAL KILLINGS 

In late July 1988, prisons were put on lockdown across Iran. The authorities suspended family visits without 
giving any reasons, stopped providing newspapers to prisoners, and removed television sets and radios from 
prison cells. This happened shortly after the end of the Iran-Iraq war and an armed incursion that the 
Odnokd­r Lni`gdchm Nqf`mhy`shnm ne Hq`m 'OLNH(+ `m ntsk`vdc noonrhshnm fqnto+ k`tmbgdc hmsn Hq`m eqnl sgdhq
a`rd hm Hq`p- Sgqdd c`xr k`sdq+ nm 17 Itkx+ Hq`m­r Rtoqdld Kd`cdq, Rouhollah Khomeini, used the armed 



 

10  
BLOOD-SOAKED SECRETS  
VGX HQ@M­R 0877 OQHRNMMASSACRES ARE ONGOING CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY  

Amnesty International 

incursion as a pretext to issue a secret fatwa (religious order) ordering the execution of all prisoners who 
qdl`hmdc ®rsd`ce`rs¯ hm sgdhq rtoonqs enq sgd OLNH- 

The fatwa ordered that, in each province, a three-l`m bnllhssdd ad drs`akhrgdc+ bnloqhrhmf ` Rg`qh­`
judge, the prosecutor general or his assistant prosecutor, and a representative from the ministry of 
intelligence. It specifically ordered that the committee for Tehran should include Hossein Ali Nayyeri as the 
qdronmrhakd Rg`qh­` itcfd `mc Lnqsdy` Drgq`fgh `r sgdprosecutor general of Tehran. For the representative 
of the Ministry of Intelligence, the fatwa did not identify any individual by name. However, a leaked letter 
from August 1988 that Deputy Supreme Leader Hossein Ali Montazeri wrote to members of the Tehran 
®cd`sg bnllhrrhnm¯ rs`sdcthat Mostafa Pour Mohammadi represented the ministry of intelligence for the 
committee in Tehran.  

Enkknvhmf sgd Rtoqdld Kd`cdq­r e`sv`+ sgd Hq`mh`m `tsgnqhshdr dla`qjdc nm bn-ordinated extrajudicial killings 
intended to eliminate political opposition. The fatwa had instructed the authorities to proceed with 
®qdunktshnm`qx q`fd `mc q`mbntq `f`hmrs sgd dmdlhdr ne Hrk`l¯ `mc mns sn ®rgnv `mx cntas nq bnmbdqmr¯ hm
condemning prisoners to death.  

Across the country, on an almost daily basis, groups of prisoners were collected from their cells and brought 
adenqd ®cd`sg bnllhrrhnmr¯ hmunkuhmf itchbh`k+ oqnrdbtshnm+ hmsdkkhfdmbd `mc oqhrnm neehbh`kr- 

Sgd ®cd`sg bnllhrrhnmr¯ anqdno resemblance to a court and their proceedings were summary and 
arbitrary in the extreme. They operated outside any existing legislation and were not concerned with 
establishing the guilt or innocence of defendants in relation to any internationally recognized criminal 
offence. There was no possibility of appeal at any point during the process. The prisoners were asked if they 
were prepared to express repentance for their past political beliefs and activities and denounce their political 
groups in writing. In some cases, they were also asked if they were prepared to execute or inflict harm on 
fellow dissidents.  

Many prisoners did not realize that their answers to these questions could make the difference between life 
and death. Some thought they were appearing before a pardon committee. Prisoners were not informed that 
they were condemned to death until shortly before their executions; sometimes they only learned about their 
impending fate when they were given a pen and piece of paper and told to write down their last wishes. Even 
then, they did not know when and how they would die until they were lined up before a firing squad or 
nooses were put around their necks. 

Across the country, the victims were primarily supporters of the PMOI, both men and women.  

In Tehran province, hundreds of men affiliated with leftist opposition groups were also executed. Their 
interrogations appeared more like a religious inquisition. They were asked: Are you a Muslim? Do you pray? 
Chc xntq e`sgdq oq`x `mc qd`c sgd Ptq­`m> Sgnrd vgnidentified as non-believers and said their fathers 
prayed were condemned to death for deserting Islam. Others were spared the death penalty but were 
ordered to be flogged until they agreed to pray. Leftist women were asked similar questions. In their case, 
sgd ®hmbnqqdbs¯ `mrvdq kdc sn ehud k`rgdr dudqx oq`xdq shld 'sg`s hr+ 14 k`rgdr ` c`x( tmshk sgdx `fqddc sn oq`x
regularly. 

In Kurdistan and West Azerbaijan provinces, the waves of  enforced disappearances and extrajudicial killings 
also targeted hundreds of prisoners affiliated with the Kurdish opposition groups Komala and the Kurdish 
Democratic Party of Iran (KDPI).  
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EXAMPLES OF QUESTIONS ASKED BY ¬DEATH COMMISSIONS­ TO DETERMINE THE FATE OF PRISONERS 

¶ Are you prepared to denounce the PMOI and its leadership? 

¶ @qd xnt oqdo`qdc sn dwoqdrr ®qdodms`mbd¯ `ants xntq onkhshb`k nohmhnmr `mc `bshuhshdr> 

¶ Do you declare loyalty to the Islamic Republic? 

¶ Are you willing to walk through an active minefield to assist the army of the Islamic Republic? 

¶ Are you willing to join the armed forces of the Islamic Republic and fight against the PMOI?  

¶ Vhkk xnt rox nm enqldq bnlq`cdr `mc ®bn-nodq`sd¯ vhsg hmsdkkhfdmbd neehbh`kr> 

¶ Are you willing to participate in firing squads?  

¶ Are you willing to hang a member of the PMOI?  

¶ Are you a Muslim?  

¶ Do you pray?  

¶ Cn xnt qd`c sgd Ptq­`m> 

¶ Chc xntq e`sgdq oq`x `mc qd`c sgd Ptq­`m> 

 
Most of the prisoners killed were serving lengthy prison terms imposed because of their political opinions 
and peaceful activities such as distributing opposition newspapers and leaflets, taking part in 
cdlnmrsq`shnmr+ bnkkdbshmf cnm`shnmr enq oqhrnmdqr­ e`lhkhdr nq `rrnbh`shmf vhsg sgnrd vgn vdqd onkhshb`kkx
active. Others had been held for years without trial or had completed their sentences and were due to be 
released. Some had served their sentences but were told they would not be released until they were 
®rteehbhdmskx qdodms`ms¯- Hm `kk ne sgdrd b`rdr+ sgd e`lhkhdr jmdv vgdqd sgdx vdqd `mc g`c addm `akd sn uhrhs
them until late July 1988. 

Another group of those killed had been released several years earlier but were then rearrested in the weeks 
kd`chmf to sn nq rgnqskx `esdq sgd OLNH­r `qldc hmbtqrhnm nm 14 Itkx 0877- L`mx vdqd enqbhakx chr`ood`qdc
immediately after their arrest and the authorities refused to provide any information on their fate and 
whereabouts. 

To date, the exact number of those killed is unknown but minimum estimates put the death toll at around 
5,000. The real number could be higher, especially because little is still known about the names and details 
of those who were rearrested in 1988 and extrajudicially executed in secret soon after arrest.  

Many survivors believe that the mass executions of 1988 were planned long before the armed incursion of 
the PMOI on 25 July 1988. For example, they note that since late 1987: 

¶ a clear pattern of interrogations and classification procedures applying to imprisoned political 
dissidents had emerged; 

¶ prisoners faced unexpected interrogations that focused on their political opinions; 

¶ prison neehbh`kr `mc hmsdqqnf`snqr qdod`sdckx sgqd`sdmdc oqhrnmdqr sg`s sgdx vntkc ad ®cd`ks vhsg¯
`mc sg`s sgd oqhrnmr vntkc ad ®bkd`mrdc¯: `mc 

¶ some prisoners were transferred without explanation from detention facilities near their home city to 
elsewhere. 

Further evidence of the planned nature of the mass executions emerged in 2016 when Ahmad Montazeri, 
the son of former Deputy Supreme Leader Hossein Ali Montazeri released an audio recording of a high-level 
official meeting on 14 or 15 August 1988, in which Hossein Ali Montazeri protested against the ongoing 
jhkkhmfr ne oqhrnmdqr- Sgd qdbnqchmf hmbktcdr ldladqr ne sgd ®cd`sg bnllhrrhnm¯ hm Sdgq`m chrbtrrhmf `mc
defending the mass executions in Evin and Gohardasht prisons in Tehran province, including the arbitrary 
criteria used to determine who would be executed, and the secret and rushed nature of the proceedings. 
Gnrrdhm @kh Lnms`ydqh hr gd`qc sdkkhmf ldladqr ne sgd ®cd`sg bnllhrrhnm¯ sg`s sgdministry of intelligence 
v`r trhmf sgd OLNH­r `qldc hmbtqrhnm `r ` oqetext to carry out mass killings that had been under 
consideration for several years. 
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CONCEALING THE FATE 

In July-September 1988, when rumours began to circulate about the mass executions, desperate families 
went to prison gates and government offices in search of information, only to be met by silence and abuse. 
Sometimes they were falsely told that the prisoner had been transferred, so the families embarked on wasted 
journeys to distant prisons. 

From late October 1988 onwards, authorities informed many families that their loved ones had been 
executed. However, the notification was generally cruel and sudden and included no information about the 
reasons and circumstances of the killings. Most families were just summoned to prisons or a government 
office, handed a bag which an official said contained the personal belongings of their dead relative, and were 
ordered not to hold a memorial ceremony. Some families were not even given these last mementos. Some 
were told that their loved ones had been executed and then told they were alive. Some were never told 
anything and only learned the truth about the execution of their loved one months or years later from former 
prisoners or informal government contacts. 

Sghqsx xd`qr nm+ ` atqmhmf rdmrd ne `mfthrg+ tmbdqs`hmsx `mc hmitrshbd bnmshmtdr sn g`tms sgd uhbshlr­
families. Some, particularly elderly mothers, are still in disbelief that their relative is dead or say that their 
loved ones have remained for them somewhere between life and death. Families are still searching for the 
truth about when, how and why their loved ones were killed, what happened to them in their last moments 
and where their remains are hidden. They are denied accurate death certificates stating the place, date and 
cause of death for each victim, as well as the right to have professional exhumations of the individual and 
l`rr fq`udr sg`s `qd rtrodbsdc nq jmnvm sn bnms`hm sgd uhbshlr­ qdl`hmr- 

HIDING THE BODIES  

The Iranian authorities did not return the bodies of any of the victims to families. They also refused to tell 
most families where the bodies were buried. 

Amnesty International knows of only five cities - Ahvaz, Ardabil, Ilam, Mashhad and Rudsar - where the 
authorities ultimately told some families verbally that their loved ones were buried in mass graves and 
revealed their locations. However, publicly and officially, the authorities have never acknowledged these 
mass grave sites, which have been subjected to desecration and destruction. 

According to information obtained by Amnesty International, in at least seven other cities - Bandar Anzali, 
Esfahan, Hamedan, Masjed Soleiman, Shiraz, Semnan and Tehran - the authorities gave a few families the 
location of individual graves and allowed them to install headstones, but many fear that the authorities may 
have deceived them and that some of these graves may be empty.  

In the case of Tehran, which had the largest number of victims in the country, these concerns are reinforced 
by Amnesty Internathnm`k­r ehmchmf sg`s99% of individual gravestones in the Behest Zahra cemetery which 
Amnesty International understands have been attributed by the authorities the victims of the mass killings of 
0877 `qd mns qdfhrsdqdc hm sgd bdldsdqx­r nmkhmd atqh`k qdfhsters. Amnesty International obtained the pictures 
of 335 such gravestones, searched for their details hm sgd bdldsdqx­r nmkhmd atqh`k qdfhrsdqr, and found that 
only three of them were registered  

Amnesty International has also learned that, in at least two cases, two separate graves in different lots of the 
cemetery have been attributed to the same victim. The authorities have neither offered any explanation for 
sghr+ mnq `kknvdc dwgtl`shnmr sn drs`akhrg sgd sqtsg+ sn @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r knowledge. Amnesty 
International also received information from an individual in contact with a family in Iran who discovered in 
June 2017 that the ground beneath the headstone that they had thought for decades contained the remains 
of their loved one was empty and contained no bones or other remains. The family learned this after they 
gained permission to bury a recently deceased relative in the same plot.  

In the rest of the country, families have either remained in the dark about the whereabouts of their loved 
nmd­r qdl`hmr nq kd`qms about their burial in suspected or known mass grave sites through informal contact 
with prison guards and officials, cemetery workers or locals.  

Thirty years on, the Iranian authorities have yet to acknowledge the existence of any mass graves in the 
country, let alone allow families to request exhumations and search for bodies. In most cases they have kept 
sgd knb`shnm ne uhbshlr­ qdl`hmr ` rdbqds `mc g`ud cdrsqnxdc rtrodbsdc nq jmnvm l`rr fq`ud rhsdr ax
bulldozing, pouring concrete, and constructing new burial plots, buildings or roads over them. 

The authorities have also beaten and detained those who have tried to lay flowers at mass grave sites, forced 
families to sign undertakings that they will not hold commemorations, and destroyed headstones, flowers or 
other memorials placed there by the families.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DmP3zQjFGuo
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As part of their efforts to conceal the location of the remains, and by extension the scale of the killings, the 
Iranian authorities have also excluded the names of the overwhelming majority of the victims from publicly 
available burial registers.  

Between July and December 2018, Amnesty International searched in the online database of the 
Organization of Behesht Zahra, a state body, for the names of 4,672 individuals who have been recorded as 
victims of the mass executions of July-September 1988 by an Iranian human rights group outside Iran 
known as the Committee for the Defence of Human Rights in Iran. Amnesty International found that nearly 
99% of the victims recorded in the list of the Committee for the Defence of Human Rights in Iran are not 
registered in the online database of the Organization of Behesht Zahra. In the remaining cases, which 
constitute just over 1%, the names in the list bear a resemblance to the names in the database, but Amnesty 
International does not have enough information to conclude definitively that they refer to the same person.  

Despite the lack of any information about the structure and decision-making powers of the Organization of 
Behesht Zahra, the fact that nearly 99% of the victims of the mass killings are missing from official online 
burial records raises serious concerns that the authorities have quietly adopted specific policies and 
procedures to manipulate burial records. This situation makes the investigation and exhumation of individual 
and mass graves all the more crucial to the establishment of the truth about the burial location of each 
victim.  

DENIALS AND MISINFORMATION  

For three decades, the Iranian authorities have denied and promoted misinformation about the killings both 
at home and internationally. 

Domestically, the ̀ tsgnqhshdr g`ud bnmbnbsdc cheedqdms rsnqhdr sn chrfthrd+ chrsnqs `mc ®itrshex¯ sgd jhkkhmfr- Hm
particular, some have presented the executions as a just and lawful response to a small group of violent 
individuals who had somehow colluded with the PMOI from inside prison to support and join its armed 
incursion on 25 July 1988. Those promoting this narrative fail to explain how thousands of prisoners from 
across the country could have communicated and co-nqchm`sdc eqnl hmrhcd Hq`m­r ghfg-security prisons with 
an armed group outside the country. Moreover, the testimonies of survivors all confirm that these vague 
accusations of rebellion and secret collusion were not the focus of the interrogations they faced between July 
and September 1988 and no information was ever given to them that they were facing renewed prosecution 
and sentencing on fresh charges. 

Other official narratives have deceptively claimed that the executed prisoners had long been on death row for 
serious crimes involving killing and other violence and that the summary proceedings before their execution 
hm 0877 enbtrdc nm vgdsgdq sgdx vdqd `cdpt`sdkx ®qdodms`ms¯ `mc sgdqdenqd pt`khehdc enq o`qcnm nq
commutation of their sentence.  

All the stories have dnvmok`xdc sgd rb`kd ne sgd jhkkhmfr ax qdoqdrdmshmf sgd cd`sg snkk `r ®knv¯ nq
®hmrhfmhehb`ms¯- 

On the international stage, from late 1988, the authorities flatly denied the killings, dismissing the reports as 
®mnsghmf ats oqno`f`mc`¯- Enq dw`lokd+ nm 18 Mnudladq 0877+ Hq`m­r odql`mdms qdoqdrdms`shud sn sgd TM
in New York, Mohammad Jafar Mahallati, denied the mass executions in a meeting with the UN Special 
Representative on the situation of human rights in Hq`m+ `mc bk`hldc sg`s ®l`mx jhkkhmfr g`c hm e`bs nbbtqqdc
on the battlefield, in the context of the war, following the invasion of the Islamic Republic of Iran by [the 
OLNH\¯- 

On 8 December 1988, the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution on the situation of human rights in 
Iran, which expressed grave concern about a renewed wave of executions in Iran in July-September 1988 
targeting prisoners for their political convictions. Several days later, on 13 December, Amnesty International 
issued a briefing stashmf sg`s ®sgd duhcdmbd enq l`rr dwdbtshnmr v`r mnv hmchrots`akd¯ `mc sg`s ®sgd sqtd
sns`k bntkc qtm hmsn sgntr`mcr¯- Hs q`hrdc hsr bnmbdqmr vhsg sgd Hq`mh`m `tsgnqhshdr+ hmbktchmf sgqntfg dla`rrx
visits around the world, but met with denials. 

On 26 January 1989, the UN Special Representative on the situation of human rights in Iran challenged 
Hq`m­r ®fkna`k cdmh`k¯ ne sgd v`ud ne dwdbtshnmr- Gd rtalhssdc sn sgd `tsgnqhshdr ` khrs ne 0+/73 m`ldr+ `rjhmf
for information on their fate and whereabouts and notec sg`s ®sgdqd vdqd hm `kk oqna`ahkhsx rdudq`k sgntr`mc
uhbshlr¯- 

On 26 June 1989, the UN Special Representative received a letter from Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Mohammad Hossein Lavasani which claimed that ®03/ nts ne sgd sns`k khrs ne odqrnmr `kleged to have been 
executed in Tehran are forgeries and virtually non-dwhrsdms hmchuhct`kr¯- Sgd kdssdq chc mns bnlldms nm sgd
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e`sd ne sgd qdl`hmhmf 833 odnokd khrsdc+ r`xhmf sg`s Hq`m ®b`mmns+ `mc vhkk mns+ gnkc hsrdke bnllhssdc sn
answering allegations originated from certain terrorist groups and war-shld sq`hsnqr-¯ 

Amnesty International extracted the names of the individuals whom the Iranian authorities claimed did not 
exist from the annex of the January 1989 report of the UN Special Representative, which totalled 141 rather 
than 140. For 117 of the 141 individuals, Amnesty International managed to match their name against the 
name of one of the recorded victims of the mass executions of 1988, by searching in two lists of execution 
victims prepared by the Committee for the Defence of Human Rights in Iran and the PMOI. Amnesty 
International obtained photographs of 13 of them. 

Amnesty International also obtained the pictures of individual gravestones for eight people who were 
cdbk`qdc `r ®mnm-dwhrsdms¯ ax sgd Hq`mh`m `tsgnqhshdr- The Iranian authorities have themselves identified 
these graves as the uhbshlr­ place of burial.  

On 2 November 1989, the UN Special Representative spoke of the mass prisoner killings of July-September 
1988 no longer as an allegation but as a verified fact. Despite this, the UN failed to take appropriate action. 
Not only was there no condemnation from or investigation authorized by the then UN Commission on 
Human Rights and no referral by the UN General Assembly to the Security Council, the General Assembly 
did not even follow up on its resolution of 8 December 1988. 

This emboldened the authorities to persist in their disavowals of the truth. In a reply submitted in October 
1990 concerning 3,620 cases of executions mentioned in the reports of the UN Special Representative 
between January 1988 to February 1990, the Iranian authorities did not even acknowledge one single 
dwdbtshnm b`qqhdc nts hm 0877- Sgdx bk`hldc sg`s ®sgd m`ldr ne 1+0/8 odqrons allegedly executed cannot be 
qdbnfmhydc-¯ Enq sgd qdl`hmhmf 0+400+ sgdx oqnuhcdc u`ftd bnlldmsr sg`s hmbktcdc bk`hlhmf sgd qdonqsdc
execution victims were alive ̀ mc rstcxhmf nq vnqjhmf+ g`c ®rntfgs rgdksdq hm enqdhfm bntmsqhdr¯+ vdqd ®gdkc
as prisoners ne v`q hm Hq`p¯ nqwere dead due to ®m`stq`k b`trdr¯ nqon the battlefield. 

In a subsequent reply in January 1991, which concerned the fate and whereabouts of an additional 346 
individuals, including 47 who were recorded as executed in 1988, the Iranian authorities again refused to 
acknowledge any of the 1988 executions. For 23 of the cases from 1988, the UN Special Representative 
qdbnqcdc ®mn fnudqmldms qdokx¯ `mc+ enq sgd qdl`hmcdq ne sgd 0877 b`rdr+ gd mnsdc rhlhk`q neehbh`k
responses to those listed above.  

@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r qdrd`qbg rgnvr sg`s35 of the 47 reported execution cases that the authorities 
denied are recorded in one or more of the following sources: the database of such victims produced by the 
Abdorrahman Boroumand Center, and the lists of victims of the mass killings of July-September 1988 
compiled by the Committee for the Defence of Human Rights in Iran, on the one hand, and by the PMOI on 
the other hand. These include victims whom the authorities declared had been released, were studying in 
universities, were studying abroad or had escaped to foreign countries. Amnesty International obtained 
photographs of 11 of them. It also interviewed a sibling of four execution victims whose executions were 
denied by the authorities: two of them the authorities claimed were studying at university, one of them they 
claimed had been released and the last one they claimed was studying abroad. Amnesty International also 
identified the case of a victim about whom the authorities provided no comment to the UN even though they 
told her family in Iran that she had been executed and directed them to a location where her body was 
found in an unmarked mass grave along with the bodies of several other women and men.  

Given the gravity of the crimes committed in 1988, the Iranian authorities should not have been able to 
shield themselves from scrutiny by unconvincing blanket denials and mere intransigence. Sadly, that is what 
happened. 

CRISIS OF IMPUNITY  

A culture of impunity for state-commissioned human rights violations dominates in Iran. In the case of the 
enforced disappearances and extrajudicial executions of 1988, most families have no confidence in the 
justice system. Those that have been brave enough to pursue justice have faced inaction and reprisals.  
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SENIOR OFFICIALS LINKED TO ¬DEATH COMMISSIONS­ 

For the last 30 years, many of those alleged to have been involved in the 1988 enforced disappearances 
and extrajudicial executions have hekc onrhshnmr ne onvdq hm Hq`m- Sgd Rg`qh­` itcfdr+prosecutors general 
and assistant prosecutors, and ministry of intdkkhfdmbd qdoqdrdms`shudr vgn o`qshbho`sdc hm sgd ®cd`sg
bnllhrrhnmr¯ g`ud gdkc `mc hm rnld b`rdr bnmshmtd sn gnkc rdmhnq onrhshnmr hm sgd itchbh`qx nq sgd
government. For example, Amnesty International has identified and analysed evidence and reports that 
sgd enkknvhmf neehbh`kr o`qshbho`sdc hm ®cd`sg bnllhrrhnmr¯9 

¶ Alireza Avaei+ Hq`m­r btqqdms lhmhrsdq ne itrshbd+ v`r sgd oqnrdbtsnq fdmdq`k ne Cdyetk hm
Jgtydrs`m oqnuhmbd `mc v`r s`rjdc vhsg o`qshbho`shmf hm sgd ®cd`sg bnllhrrhnm¯ hm sg`s bhsx- 

¶ Hossein Ali Nayyeri+ vgn `bsdc `r sgd Rg`qh­` itcfd hm sgd Sdgq`m ®cd`sg bnllhrrhnm¯+ v`r
oqnlnsdc sn sgd onrhshnm ne sgd cdotsx gd`c ne Hq`m­r Rtoqdld Bntqs hm 0878 `mc qdl`hmdc hm
this post until September 2013. Today, he is head of the Supreme Disciplinary Court for Judges. 

¶ Ebrahim Raisi, who was the deputy prosecutor general of Tehran in 1988 and a member of the 
Sdgq`m ®cd`sg bnllhrrhnm¯+ v`r sgdprosecutor general of Tehran between 1989 and 1994, the 
ehqrs cdotsx gd`c ne sgd itchbh`qx eqnl 1//3 sn 1/03 `mc sgd bntmsqx­rprosecutor general from 
2014 to 2016. He ran for the presidency in 2017. In a lecture on 1 May 2018, referring to media 
reports about his role in the 1988 mass killings, he did not dispute his presence in the meeting 
with Gnrrdhm @kh Lnms`ydqh+ ats mnsdc sg`s ®ctqhmf sgd odqhnc Zhm ptdrshnm\+ H v`r mns sgd gd`c ne
sgd bntqs£ Sgd gd`c ne sgd bntqs hrrtdr rdmsdmbdr vgdqd`r sgd oqnrdbtsnq qdoqdrdmsr sgd 
odnokd¯- @s sgd r`ld shld+ trhmf sgd vnqc ®bnmeqnms`shnm¯ hmapparent reference to the mass 
jhkkhmfr+ gd qdf`qcdc sgdl `r ®nmd ne sgd oqntc `bghdudldmsr ne sgd rxrsdl¯ `mc oq`hrdc
Qntgnkk`g Jgnldhmh `r ` ®m`shnm`k gdqn¯- 

¶ Mostafa Pour Mohammadi, who was the representative of the ministry of intelligence in the 
®cd`sg bnllhrrhnm¯ hm Sdgq`m, was the minister of justice between 2013 and 2017. On 28 
August 2016, referring to media reports about the mass prisoner killings and his involvement in 
them, Mostafa Pouq Lng`ll`ch r`hc9 ®Vd `qd oqntc sn g`ud b`qqhdc nts Fnc­r bnll`mcldms
bnmbdqmhmf sgd ZOLNH\£ H `l `s od`bd `mc g`ud mns knrs `mx rkddo `kk sgdrd xd`qr adb`trd H
`bsdc hm `bbnqc`mbd vhsg k`v `mc Hrk`l-¯ 

¶ Mohammad Hossein Ahmadi+ vgn v`r sgd Rg`qh­` itcfdof Khuzestan province in 1988 and a 
member of sgd Jgtydrs`m ®cd`sg bnllhrrhnm¯+ is currently a member of the Assembly of 
Experts+ ` bnmrshstshnm`k ancx sg`s g`r sgd onvdq sn `oonhms nq chrlhrr Hq`m­r Rtoqdld Kd`cdq. 
For nearly a decade in the 2000s, he was also the head of the body in charge of selecting and 
appointing judges across the country.    

The participation of these and other suspects in senior roles of the government and judiciary 
tmcdqrs`mc`akx tmcdqlhmdr sgd e`lhkhdr­ bnmehcdmbd hm m`shnm`k ldbganisms that should provide them 
with justice and effective remedies. 

 
The crisis of impunity in Iran has become ever more severe since 2016, when the audio recording of the 
@tftrs 0877 lddshmf ne Gnrrdhm @kh Lnms`ydqh vhsg ldladqr ne sgd Sdgq`m ®cd`sg bnllhrrhnm¯ v`r
released. The audio recording gave rise to an unprecedented wave of publicity around the mass prisoner 
killings of 1988. In response, the authorities have launched an intensive campaign of disinformation and 
victim-ak`lhmf `mc hrrtdc mtldqntr rs`sdldmsr fknqhexhmf sgd odqodsq`snqr ne sgd l`rr jhkkhmfr `r ®m`shnm`k
gdqndr¯+ khjdmhmf `mx bqhshbhrl ne sgd `sqnbhshdr sn rtoonqs enq ®sdqqnqhrl¯+ `mc sgqd`sdmhmf qdoqhr`kr `f`hmrs
anyone seeking to shed light on the mass prisoner killings.  

For example, on 15 August 2016, the head of the judiciary, Sadegh Larijani, stated that, by releasing the 
`tchn qdbnqchmf+ ®rnld g`ud oqnuhcdc sgd Vdrsdqm ldch` vhsg ` rtasdqetfd¯- Gd sgqd`sdmdc sg`s ®sgd
judiciary will act forcefully as always and any disturbance in public opinion with respect to these security 
hrrtdr vhkk enq rtqd kd`c sn itchbh`k hmudrshf`shnm `mc oqnrdbtshnm¯- 

On 13 August 2016, just rdudq`k c`xr `esdq Gnrrdhm @kh Lnms`ydqh­r rnm, Ahmad Montazeri, released the 
audio recording, he was summoned for interrogation by the Special Court for the Clergy and accused of 
®`bshmf `f`hmrs m`shnm`k rdbtqhsx¯ sgqntfg ®qdud`khmf rs`sd rdbqdsr¯- 

Hm Mnudladq 1/05+ gd v`r rdmsdmbdc sn 10 xd`qr­ hloqhrnmldms `esdq sgd Rodbh`k Bntqs enq sgd Bkdqfx
bnmuhbsdc ghl ne ®roqd`chmf oqno`f`mc` `f`hmrs sgd rxrsdl¯+ ®enqlhmf nq qtmmhmf ` fqnto bnlonrdc ne
lnqd sg`m svn odnokd£ vhsg sgd otqonrd ne chrqtoshmf m`shnm`k rdbtqhsx¯ `mc ®cdkhadq`sdkx `mc jmnvhmfkx
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providing unauthorized individuals with access to or information about plans, secrets, documents and 
cdbhrhnmr qdf`qchmf sgd rs`sd­r cnldrshb nq enqdhfm onkhbhdr£ hm ` l`mmdq `lntmshmf sn drohnm`fd-¯ Sgd
sentence was subsequently reduced to six years and suspended.  

TIME FOR ACTION 

The enforced disappearance and extrajudicial killing of thousands of prisoners in 1988 have serious 
repercussions to this day. Victims and their families are anguished at the lack of justice, truth and reparation. 
Hlotmhsx enq sgdrd bqhldr g`r adbnld hmfq`hmdc hmsn sgd bntmsqx­r hmrshstshnm`k eq`ldvnqj+ `mc enqldq `mc
current senior officials have vested interests in concealing and denying the killings. 

The authorities have for decades suppressed freedoms of belief, expression, association and peaceful 
assembly; conducted unfair and predominantly secret trials; committed widespread torture; executed 
hundreds of people every year; and kept thousands more on death row. 

Today, Iran is in the grip of a multifaceted crisis that is rooted in a confluence of severe political, economic, 
environmental and human rights problems. Protests against poverty, inflation, corruption and political 
authoritarianism have been on the rise, and intensified expressions of anger and dissatisfaction against the 
establishment abound on social media. In response, the Iranian authorities have been widening the net of 
qdoqdrrhnm- Gtmcqdcr ne gtl`m qhfgsr cdedmcdqr+ k`vxdqr+ vnldm­r qhfgsr `bshuhrsr+ sq`cd tmhnmhrsr, 
journalists, students, political activists, environmental activists, and religious and ethnic minorities have been 
targeted for harassment, interrogation, arbitrary arrests and detention, and prosecution. Many are 
languishing in jail.  

Crimes against humanity are so serious that they are of concern not only to the victims and their families, the 
survivors and the state in question, but also humanity as a whole. Accountability for such crimes is essential, 
not only to ensure truth and justice for victims and their families, but also to provide a vital safeguard against 
the recurrence of such crimes.  

Three decades on, the authorities that at all levels committed these crimes under international law are 
continuing to conceal, condone and even celebrate them today. As a result, there is no immediate domestic 
possibility for victims to access justice, truth and reparation in Iran and independent, impartial and effective 
international mechanism(s) to address impunity must be pursued.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

In line with these findings, Amnesty International is calling on the Iranian authorities to, among things, take 
the following actions: 

¶ Publicly acknowledge that thousands of imprisoned political dissidents were subjected to enforced 
disappearances and extrajudicial executions in prisons across Iran in July-September 1988 and 
make public all available information and records regarding the number of those killed; their 
identities; the location, cause and circumstances of their disappearance and extrajudicial 
execution; and the location of their remains. 

¶ Establish a competent, independent and impartial truth commission, commission of inquiry or 
other appropriate mechanism to establish fully the truth regarding the mass enforced 
disappearances and extrajudicial executions of July-September 1988 and facilitate the return of the 
remains of deceased victims to family members. 

¶ Protect survivors, the families of victims and others seeking truth, justice and reparations on behalf 
of the victims of the mass enforced disappearances and extrajudicial executions of July-September 
1988 against threats, harassment, intimidation, arbitrary arrests and detentions, and other reprisal 
by state authorities or other actors. 

¶ Ensure that prompt, thorough, independent and impartial criminal investigations are conducted 
into all allegations of enforced disappearances, extrajudicial executions, torture and crimes against 
humanity related to the mass killings carried out in July-September 1988. Where sufficient 
admissible evidence exists, prosecute those suspected of criminal responsibility before civilian 
courts in proceedings that conform to international fair trial standards and do not involve seeking or 
imposing the death penalty.  

Amnesty International is also calling on UN political bodies and the international community as a whole to: 

¶ Establish an independent, impartial and effective international mechanism(s) to address impunity 
for the crimes against humanity and other crimes under international law committed including by: 
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documenting and investigating the crimes, including the extrajudicial executions carried out in 
1988, as well as the ongoing enforced disappearance of the victims and the torture and other ill-
sqd`sldms ne uhbshlr­ e`lhkhdr: f`sgdqhmf `mc oqdrdquhmf duhcdmbd: `nd identifying effective pathways 
to justice, truth and reparation with a view to ensuring that, where sufficient evidence exists, those 
suspected of responsibility are prosecuted in fair trials without seeking or imposing the death 
penalty, including before national courts of states exercising universal jurisdiction, and survivors 
`mc uhbshlr­ e`lhkhdr `qd oqnuhcdc vhsg deedbshud qdldchdr hmbktchmf sqtsg `mc qdo`q`shnm- 
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 METHODOLOGY 

2.1 FRAMEWORK AND SCOPE  
This report focuses on one of the most heinous chapters of state violence in Iran­r qdbdms ghrsnqx on the 
occasion of its 30th anniversary: the enforced disappearance and extrajudicial execution of thousands of 
imprisoned political dissidents over several weeks between late July and early September 1988.   

While it may appear that these crimes belong to a distant past, they have serious repercussions to this day. 
The Iranian authorities are still concealing the fate of the victims and the location of their remains and refuse 
to acknowledge that mass executions were carried out at all. This means that the enforced disappearance of 
thousands of political dissidents continues today (see chapter 9). Survivors, families of the victims and others 
seeking truth and justice on behalf of the victims continue to be ill-treated and face reprisals. The ongoing 
state denial and systematic intimidation, harassment and abuse of those seeking justice, has further 
compounded and perpetuated the torturous pain and suffering of the families brought about by the 
extrajudicial execution of their loved ones. 

@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r enbtr nm sgdrd bqhldr hr etqsgdq v`qq`msdc ax sgd neehbh`k lhrhmenql`shnm b`lo`hfm
launched in Iran in recent years to suppress reporting of leaked official records that have shed further light 
on the secret and extrajudicial nature of the executions; counter the commemorative efforts of survivors, 
families and human rights defenders; dehumanize and demonize the victims; glorify the purge of political 
opposition in the 1980s; minimize the scale of the mass killings; and distort their causes and circumstances.  

The mass enforced disappearances and extrajudicial executions perpetrated in 1988 were the culmination of 
a decade of gross and systematic human rights violations following the 1979 revolution.  

Amnesty International is also concerned by allegations of human rights abuses by some opposition groups, 
hmbktchmf `rr`rrhm`shnmr `mc nsgdq tmk`vetk jhkkhmfr ax sgd Odnokd­r Lni`gdchm Nqf`mhy`shnm ne Hq`m 'OLNH(
and the use of children as combatants by Komala and the Kurdish Democratic Party of Iran (KDPI), two 
Kurdish armed opposition groups. 

These violations and abuses are beyond the scope of this report. However, Amnesty International 
emphasizes that they all merit independent and in-depth investigations and, where sufficient admissible 
evidence exists, all those suspected of criminal responsibility must be prosecuted before civilian courts in 
proceedings that conform to international fair trial standards and do not involve seeking or imposing the 
death penalty.  

2.2 RESEARCH METHODS 
This report is based on research undertaken by Amnesty International from September 2017 to November 
1/07- Hs oqnuhcdr ` bnloqdgdmrhud qdbnqc ne @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r cnbtldms`shnm ne sgd dmenqbdc
disappearance and extrajudicial execution of thousands of political dissidents between late July and early 
September 1988 across Iran, building on reports, urgent actions and press releases that the organization 
published in the late 1980s and early 1990s. 

The information gathered by Amnesty International provides a striking picture of the national scale and 
geographical spread of the mass enforced disappearances and extrajudicial executions, based on the first-
hand testimonies of 41 men and women who were imprisoned in 20 cities across the country during the 
period July-September 1988 and survived the mass prisoner killings. Amnesty International refers to these 
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witnesses as survivors throughout the report. The organization also gathered the testimonies of 54 family 
members, 11 fnqldq oqhrnmdqr `mc 0/ nsgdq vhsmdrrdr+ bnkkdbshudkx eqnl 17 bhshdr- Ax ®enqldq oqhrnmdqr¯+
Amnesty International refers to those who were released from prison before July 1988. In total, the cities 
covered by the research, where Amnesty International knows the mass enforced disappearances and 
extrajudicial executions of 1988 took place, are: 

1. Ahvaz in Khuzestan province;  
2. Arak in Arak province;  
3. Ardabil in Ardabil province;  
4. Babol in Mazandaran province;  
5. Behbahan in Khuzestan province 
6. Behshahr in Mazandaran province; 
7. Bushehr in Bushehr province;  
8. Dezful in Khuzestan province;  
9. Esfahan in Esfahan province;  
10. Ghaemshahr in Mazandaran province;  
11. Gorgan in Golestan province; 
12. Hamedan in Hamedan province; 
13. Ilam in Ilam province;  
14. Karaj in Alborz province (but in Tehran province in 1988);  
15. Kerman in Kerman province; 
16. Kermanshah in Kermanshah province;  
17. Khorramabad in Lorestan province; 
18. Lahijan in Gilan province;  
19. Mashhad in Razavi Khorasan province;  
20. Qazvin in Qazvin province; 
21. Rasht in Gilan province;  
22. Roudsar in Gilan province;  
23. Sanandaj in Kurdistan province;  
24. Saqqez in Kurdistan province; 
25. Sari in Mazandaran province; 
26. Semnan in Semnan province;  
27. Shiraz in Fars province;  
28. Tabriz in East Azerbaijan province; 
29. Tehran in Tehran province; 
30. Urumieh in West Azerbaijan province; 
31. Zahedan in Sistan and Baluchestan province;  
32. Zanjan in Zanjan province. 
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2.2.1 TESTIMONIES  
@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r qdrd`qbg `m`kxrdc sgd testimonies of 41 survivors, 54 family members, 11 former 
prisoners and 10 other witnesses, obtained either directly or through Justice for Iran, an Iranian human 
rights organization that assisted Amnesty International during the research phase of the project.  
 

TABLE 1: NUMER OF TESTIMONIES ANALYSED 
 

Status 

 
Former 
prisoner 

 

Survivor Witness Family member Total 

Female 3 8 2 33 46 

Male 8 34 8 20 70 

Past political affiliation 
Leftist 
group 

PMOI 
Kurdish 

opposition group 
N/A Other 

 32 68 7 5 4 

Location Iran Albania Rest of Europe Canada Australia 

 
 
5 
 

50 49 10 2 

 

The selection of the provinces and prisons on which Amnesty International chose to focus was informed by 
the results of a comprehensive review of written materials prepared to date by survivors, independent 
researchers and other Iranian human rights organizations. This research showed that the circumstances 
surrounding the mass prisoner killings in Evin prison in Tehran and Gohardasht prison in Karaj have been 
well-documented over the past three decades. As a result, Amnesty International focused its resources on 
obtaining first-hand testimonies from survivors and family members who were from other provinces across 
the country. This was essential to better understand and document: 

¶ the scale and geographical spread of the mass prisoner killings; 

¶ the categories of prisoners targeted across the country in terms of political affiliation, age and gender; 

¶ the similarities and differences in the decision-making processes leading to the executions, including 
their secretive and extrajudicial nature; and  

¶ the extent to which the authorities used unmarked individual and mass graves across the country to 
conceal the fate of victims and the location of their remains and eliminate the traces of their crimes.  

The testimonies obtained from Justice for Iran were from 52 individuals: 22 survivors, 14 family members, 
seven former prisoners and nine other witnesses whom they interviewed between 2015 and 2018. Twenty-
one of these interviews were conducted in person and video recorded; 26 were conducted by video or voice 
call and audio recorded; and five were conducted through written exchanges. The breakdown of the 
interviewees regarding the past political affiliations of themselves or their deceased relatives is as follows:  

¶ 28 were connected with secular, leftist political groups;  

¶ six had links with Kurdish opposition groups; 

¶ 10 were connected with the PMOI;  

¶ eight were not connected with any political group. 

Amnesty International analysed all the interviews conducted by Justice for Iran and followed up with the 
witnesses directly when necessary to obtain further information. Informed consent was obtained from 
everyone whose name has been included in the report.  
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Amnesty International also undertook three field trips to Tirana, Albania, where a substantial number of 
survivors and family members are based. These trips took place in October and November 2017 and March 
2018. Amnesty International was supported in these trips by Justice for Iran, which helped, among other 
things, with preparing a suggested list of witnesses from specific cities; and recording, filming and 
professionally transcribing and storing the interviews in a secure and orderly manner.  

During these trips, which lasted four days on each occasion, Amnesty International interviewed 49 
individuals, comprising 16 survivors, three former prisoners, 30 family members and one other witness. 
These individuals provided information about the circumstances of the mass prisoner killings in 23 provincial 
cities.  

The survivors and family members interviewed in Tirana, Albania, all identified themselves as members of 
the PMOI. In approaching this community, Amnesty International followed established principles of 
independence, impartiality, transparency, objectivity, confidentiality, credibility, integrity, professionalism and 
consistency.1 These require, among other things, that human rights investigators collect all relevant 
information from all relevant sources in an unbiased and impartial manner, objectively examine and analyse 
each piece of information they receive, irrespective of the source, and continue this process until they have 
completed a thorough and comprehensive inquiry and obtained a clear understanding of the situation under 
investigation.2  

In addition to its field missions in Tirana, Amnesty International interviewed 10 family members and four 
survivors who were based in Europe and North America and shared their accounts of the mass killings from 
six cities in Iran. Two of these interviews were conducted in person and the rest were by video or voice call. 
In locating these individuals, Amnesty International was assisted by the group Bidaran.3 

Amnesty International also used secure messaging applications to ask questions and receive information 
from witnesses based inside Iran. These individuals requested anonymity due to fear of reprisal. Accordingly, 
throughout the report, Amnesty International has only included the names of survivors and family members 
who were outside Iran and who gave their consent. The Iranian authorities systematically subject survivors, 
family members and others who speak out about the atrocities in the 1980s to serious human rights 
violations including arbitrary arrest and detention, torture and other ill-treatment and lengthy imprisonment. 
Given this context, the pool of first-hand witnesses residing in Iran was extremely limited. The majority of 
potential witnesses were afraid to speak to Amnesty International even on a confidential basis because they 
were concerned about the safety of themselves and their families and feared that their conduct might be 
monitored clandestinely by the Iranian authorities. 

In assessing the reliability and credibility of the testimonies placed before it, Amnesty International took into 
account, among other considerations:  

¶ sgd hmchuhct`k­r onkhshb`k `mc odqrnm`k hmsdqdrsr+ onsdmsh`k ah`rdrand past record of reliability (if 
known);  

¶ their apparent capacity to correctly recall events, considering their age, experience of trauma and 
how far back the events occurred;  

¶ the position that the witness said they had in relation to the subject of the information; and 

¶ where and how the witness said they obtained the information. 

Amnesty International additionally considered that all information had to be assessed for its validity by 
considering, among other factors: 

¶ its relevance to the inquiry; 

¶ its internal consistency and coherence; and  

¶ its logicality and consistency with and corroboration by other information.     

All interviewees were informed about the nature and purpose of the research and about how the information 
they provided would be used. Oral consent was obtained from each interviewee prior to the start of the 
interview, which was audio or video-recorded. No incentives were provided to interviewees in exchange for 

 
1 Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Commissions of inquiry and fact-finding missions on international human rights and 
humanitarian law: Guidance and practice, 2015, www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/CoI_Guidance_and_Practice.pdf 
2 Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Commissions of inquiry and fact-finding missions on international human rights and 
humanitarian law: Guidance and practice, 2015, www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/CoI_Guidance_and_Practice.pdf, pp. 33-35. 
3 Bidaran was established by a group of former prisoners, survivors, family members and human rights defenders who are committed to 
seeking truth, justice and reparation for the gross and systematic human rights violations committed by the Iranian authorities, particularly 
in the 1980s. For more information about the group, see www.bidaran.net/spip.php?article17  

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/CoI_Guidance_and_Practice.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/CoI_Guidance_and_Practice.pdf
http://www.bidaran.net/spip.php?article17
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their accounts. Individuals were told that they could end the interview at any time. People were explicitly told 
they could choose not to answer specific questions if they did not want to do so. 

Interviews were carried out individually and in private, with just the researchers and interviewee in the room, 
with the exception of four cases where, respectively, two brothers, a wife and her husband, a mother and her 
son, and an aunt and her niece wanted to be interviewed together.  

All interviews were conducted in Persian.  

2.2.2 DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE  
Amnesty International examined a vast of body of written materials in order to investigate what happened in 
Hq`m­r oqhrnmr adenqd+ ctqhmf `mc `esdq sgd l`rr oqhrnmdq jhkkhmfr ne Itkx-September 1988; trace the 
development of official narratives denying and distorting the scale, causes and circumstances of the mass 
prisoner killings; and assess the extent and adequacy of the actions taken by the UN and international 
community to address the mass enforced disappearances and extrajudicial executions of 1988. These 
materials included:  

¶ documents and correspondence stored in the archives of Amnesty International from 1988 to 1993;  

¶ reports, testimonies, memoirs and other written materials prepared by survivors, independent 
researchers and Iranian human rights organizations;4  

¶ the judgement of the Iran Tribunal, a non-ahmchmf hmsdqm`shnm`k odnokd­r sqhatm`k qdrhchmf hm Sgd
Hague, the Netherlands, concerning the violations of human rights and crimes committed by the 
Iranian authorities in the 1980s, which was issued on 5 February 2013;5 

¶ reports of the UN Special Representative on the situation of human rights in Iran from 1988 to 1997 
and the statements of the Iranian authorities to the UN recorded therein;  

¶ resolutions of the UN General Assembly on the situation of human rights in Iran from 1988 to 1997;  

¶ reports of the UN Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances between 1988 and the 
present day; 

¶ official orders and other correspondence published in the memoirs of then Deputy Supreme Leader 
Hossein Ali Montazeri;   

¶ diary entries in the memoirs of then Speaker of Parliament Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani; 

¶ official statements and articles published by the state-affiliated newspapers Keyhan and Ettelaat 
between July 1988 and March 1989; and 

¶ official statements published by online state-affiliated media outlets in Iran including Fars News 
Agency, Raja News, Mehr News Agency, Tasnim News, Mashregh News and the Islamic Republic 
News Agency, particularly since 2016.  

 
4 The materials reviewed included: Iran Human Rights Documentation Centre, Cd`ckx E`sv`9 Hq`m­r 0877 Oqhrnm L`rr`bqd, 2009, 
www.iranhrdc.org/english/publications/reports/3158-deadly-fatwa-iran-s-1988-prison-massacre.html; Abdorrahman Boroumand Center, 
The Massacre of Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988, report of an inquiry conducted by Geoffrey Robertson QC, 18 April 2011, 
www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry; Abdorrahman Boroumand 
Center, The Massacre of Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988: An Addendum, Witness testimonies and official statements, 10 December 2013, 
www.iranrights.org/library/document/2498/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-an-addendum-witness-testimonies-and-official-
statements; Justice for Iran, Unfinished Tales: Mothers and families of Khavaran, a three decade long search for truth and justice, 
September 2015,  justice4iran.org/persian/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/unfinishedtale.pdf; Amnesty International also reviewed the 
relevant articles and interviews available on the following websites which belong to the communities of survivors and family members who 
seek truth, justice and reparation for the gross human rights violations of the 1980s: Bidaran, www.bidaran.net/; Oqhrnm­r Ch`knfte 
(Goftogoohayeh Zendan), dialogt.de; and Iran Tribunal, www.irantribunal.com/index.php/en/ 
For the lists of some of the memoirs written by former prisoners and survivors of the mass prisoner killings of 1988 and other gross human 
rights violations of the 1980s, see Abdorrahman Boroumand Center, Testimonies of victims and rights abusers: Prison Memoirs, 
www.iranrights.org/library/collection/120/prison-memoirs: Lnmhqdg A`q`c`q`m+ ®Oqhrnm khsdq`stqd¯+
womenpoliticalprisoners.files.wordpress.com/2013/02/daa9d8aad8a7d8a8.pdf Political prisoners: The art of resistance in the Middle East, 
womenpoliticalprisoners.com/resources/books-in-english/ 
5 Hq`m Sqhatm`k+ @m Hmsdqm`shnm`k Odnokd­r Sqhatm`k+ On the abuses and mass killings of political prisoners in Iran, 1981-1988, Findings of the 
Truth Commission, 30 July 2012, www.irantribunal.com/images/PDF/Commission%20Report-Website.pdf; Iran Tribunal, An International 
Odnokd­r Sqhatm`k+Judgement: Prosecutor v. Islamic Republic of Iran (a case concerning the gross violations of human rights and 
commission of crimes against humanity by the Islamic Republic of Iran), 5 February 2013, 
www.irantribunal.com/images/PDF/Iran%20Tribunal%20Judgment.pdf 

https://iranhrdc.org/deadly-fatwa-irans-1988-prison-massacre/
https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry
https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/2498/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-an-addendum-witness-testimonies-and-official-statements
https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/2498/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-an-addendum-witness-testimonies-and-official-statements
https://justice4iran.org/persian/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/unfinishedtale.pdf
http://www.bidaran.net/
http://dialogt.de/
http://www.irantribunal.com/index.php/en/
http://www.iranrights.org/library/collection/120/prison-memoirs
https://womenpoliticalprisoners.files.wordpress.com/2013/02/daa9d8aad8a7d8a8.pdf
https://womenpoliticalprisoners.com/resources/books-in-english/
http://www.irantribunal.com/images/PDF/Commission%20Report-Website.pdf
http://www.irantribunal.com/images/PDF/Iran%20Tribunal%20Judgment.pdf
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Several data sources that provide information on the names and personal details of those reportedly killed 
during the mass executions carried out in the second half of 1988 were checked and crosschecked 
throughout the research process for research and corroboration purposes. These included the following:  

1. A list compiled by the Committee for the Defence of Human Rights in Iran, a human rights group 
outside Iran, which has recorded the names of 4,672 individuals killed during the mass prisoner 
killings in 1988 who were affiliated with the PMOI or leftist or other political opposition groups. This is a 
minimum number and does not include the hundreds of arrests that are believed to have taken place 
in the weeks leading to the armed incursion of the PMOI on 25 July 1988 or shortly after it. 

2. Several lists compiled by a survivor from Gohardasht prison in Karaj, Iraj Mesdaghi, who has 
conducted decades of research on the mass prisoner killings of 1988, particularly in Evin prison in 
Tehran and Gohardasht prison in Karaj. The lists include one with the names of 380 individuals 
affiliated with leftist or other groups whom Iraj Mesdaghi has recorded as having been killed during the 
mass prisoner killings of July-September 1988 in Evin and Gohardasht prisons6 and another with the 
names and personal details of 367 reported PMOI victims, and with the location details of individual 
graves in Behesht Zahra cemetery which the authorities have identified as their place of burial.7  

3. A list created by the banned opposition group PMOI, which lost several thousand of its members 
and suppnqsdqr ctqhmf sgd l`rr oqhrnmdq jhkkhmfr ne 0877+ `mc dmshskdc ®Bqhldr @f`hmrs Gtl`mhsx¯- Sgd
list records the full names of 4,969 individuals who the organization says were killed during the mass 
prisoner killings, as well as the names of their fathers. Some of the names on the list also appear on an 
nmkhmd c`s`a`rd nm sgd OLNH­r vdarhsd+ vghbg hmbktcdr+ hm l`mx b`rdr+ ognsnfq`ogr ne sgd uhbshl `mc+
where it exists, their individual grave. 

4. An online database entitled Omid Memorial, created by the Abdorrahman Boroumand Center, an 
independent human rights organization outside Iran which seeks to record every execution that has 
been carried out in Iran since 1979. The database collates lists produced by the PMOI, the UN Special 
Representative on the situation of human rights in Iran and other groups, and complements the 
content of these with information from family members of victims and former prisoners. 

Amnesty International also searched for the names of 4,672 execution victims recorded by the Committee 
for the Defence of Human Rights in Iran in the online burial registers of the Organization of Behesht Zahra in 
order to investigate whether and how far the authorities have excluded the name of victims from public burial 
records. The Organization of Behesht Zahra directly manages the Behesht Zahra cemetery in Tehran and 
also maintains an official database of individual graves. The mandate of the organization is silent about its 
registration of graves outside Tehran province. However, searches conducted in the database shows that, in 
addition to the records of graves in Behesht Zahra cemetery, it also includes the records of individual graves 
in various other cities across the country. For each registered grave, details recorded include the name of the 
deceased person, their date of birth and death and, in many cases, the name of their father. 

Other documentary materials gathered and studied by Amnesty International included 10 death certificates 
obtained from the families of the execution victims. The organization analysed the date, place and cause of 
death recorded on each certificate to test whether and how the authorities have denied or distorted the truth 
about the fate of the victims, including the causes and circumstance of their killings.  

2.2.3 AUDIOVISUAL EVIDENCE  
In investigating the situation of unmarked mass graves containing the remains of the victims and the 
desecration and destruction that they have faced, Amnesty International analysed satellite imagery and video 
footage and photographs, obtained from Justice for Iran or directly from survivors, family members, former 
prisoners and informed locals. The source of the satellite imagery was Google Earth.  

The audiovisual materials received by Amnesty International provided compelling visual evidence of the 
destructive actions taken by the authorities at suspected or known mass grave sites over the past three 
decades and enabled the organization to establish a timeline of events for several mass graves.  

 
6 This list is published in a book entitled Dance of the Phoenixes and Song of the Ash (Raqs-e Qoqnus-ha Va Avaz Khakestar), 2011, pp. 
323-328.  
7 This list is published in a book entitled Dance of the Phoenixes and Song of the Ash (Raqs-e Qoqnus-ha Va Avaz Khakestar), 2011, pp. 
155-163. The list contains 371 entries. However, in two cases - Sediqeh Ansi and Hossein Safaieezadeh - there are two entries for the same 
person because two separate graves in different lots of the cemetery have attributed to them. One entry concerns a woman, Rafat Kholdi, 
whom Iraj Mesdaghi says committed suicide in prison following the mass prisoner killings of 1988. Two other entries containing the names 
Hamid Haghighi and Mohammad Kadeli Haghighi are said to be referring to the same person.  
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In total, Amnesty International obtained information on the presence of suspected or known mass grave sites 
in the vicinity of at least 18 cities across the country. In some cities such as Ahvaz, Karaj, Rasht, Tehran and 
Mashhad, more than one mass grave site was reported. This is not an exhaustive list and Amnesty 
International believes that the real number of mass graves scattered across the country which resulted from 
the mass secret extrajudicial executions of 1988 is far higher. Suspected or known mass grave sites were 
brought to the attention of Amnesty International in the following cities: 

1. Ahvaz in Khuzestan province;  
2. Ardebil in Ardebil province; 
3. Dezful in Khuzestan province 
4. Ghaemshahr in Mazandaran province;  
5. Ilam in Ilam province;  
6. Karaj in Alborz province (but in Tehran province in 1988);  
7. Lahijan in Gilan province;  
8. Mashhad in Razavi Khorasan province; 
9. Masjed Soleiman in Khuzestan province;  
10. Qorveh in Kurdistan province;  
11. Rasht in Gilan province;  
12. Roudsar in Mazandaran province;  
13. Sanandaj in Kurdistan province;  
14. Shiraz in Fars province; 
15. Tabriz in East Azerbaijan province;  
16. Tehran in Tehran province (in Khavaran and Behesht Zahra cemetery); 
17. Urumieh in West Azerbaijan province; 
18. Zanjan in Zanjan province. 

In investigating the exclusion of victims from publicly available burial records, Amnesty International 
obtained the pictures of 377 individual gravestones that the organization was told were located in Behesht 
Zahra cemetery in Tehran and belonged to victims of the mass prisoner killings of 1988, and searched the 
names and other details inscribed on each grave in the online burial registers of the Organization of Behesht 
Zahra. The pictures came from two sources. Iraj Mesdaghi reproduced the pictures of 372 individual 
gravestones in his book Dance of the Phoenixes and Song of the Ash. Another survivor of the mass killings in 
Gohardasht prison, Mahmoud Royayee, provided Amnesty International with 190 pictures of gravestones, of 
which only six were not qdoqnctbdc hm Hq`i Ldrc`fgh­r annj- 

For corroboration purposes, Amnesty International searched the names inscribed on the gravestones in one 
or more of the following sources: the lists of victims complied by the Committee for the Defence of Human 
Rights in Iran, on the one hand, and the PMOI, on the other, and the database of such victims produced by 
the Abdorrahman Boroumand Center. Based on this research, the organization excluded 42 of the pictures 
of the graves from the scope of its work as the names inscribed on them were not found in any of the three 
sources. 

In investigating the secret and extrajudicial nature of proceedings that led to the execution of prisoners and 
tracing the denial and misinformation that Iranian authorities promoted about the killings in 1988, Amnesty 
International analysed an audio recording of a high-level official meeting that took place in August 1988 
between then Deputy Supreme Leader Hossein Ali Montazeri and the officials responsible for the mass 
jhkkhmfr hm Sdgq`m- Sgd `tchn qdbnqchmf v`r otakhrgdc nmkhmd ax Gnrrdhm @kh Lnms`ydqh­r rnm+ @gl`c
Montazeri+ hm @tftrs 1/05- Sgd nqf`mhy`shnm `krn nas`hmdc `mc v`sbgdc ` uhcdn hmsdquhdv sg`s Hq`m­r sgdm
prime minister, Mir Hossein Mousavi, gave to the Austrian national public service broadcaster, ORF, in 
December 1988 about the mass killings. 

2.2.4 COMMUNICATION WITH IRANIAN AUTHORITIES  
Despite repeated requests by Amnesty International for access to Iran, the authorities have barred the 
organization from carrying out research in the country since 1979. Other independent human rights 
monitoring groups have faced similar obstacles. 

Amnesty International sent a letter to the head of the judiciary, Sadegh Larijani, about the subject matter of 
this report on 19 October 2018, providing a summary of its findings and conclusions and inviting comments 
and clarifications. The letter asked a series of specific questions seeking information or clarification about a 
number of issues including: any investigations conducted by the Iranian authorities into the enforced 
disappearances and extrajudicial executions of 1988; the number of prisoners executed during the period 
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July-September 1988; the measures, if any, taken by the authorities to disclose the fate of the victims, 
including the causes and circumstances of their killings; the measures, if any, taken by the authorities to 
address the failure to provide families with death certificates including accurate and complete information 
about the date, location and cause of death; the omission of the names of most victims from official burial 
records; and the steps, if any, taken by the authorities to officially and publicly disclose information on the 
location of all individual and mass graves containing the remains of the victims and to stop the destruction 
and damaging of these sites. Copies were also sent to the Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
in Geneva and the Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Kingdom.  

On the same date, Amnesty International sent two separate letters to the National Organization for Civil 
Registration and the Organization of Behesht Zahra in Tehran, asking for information about issues related to 
death and burial records and registration systems in Iran.  

At the time of publication on 4 December 2018, Amnesty International had received no response from the 
Iranian authorities.  
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24-hour access free of charge.  
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 BACKGROUND  

®Our objection is that criminals should not be tried. They 
rgntkc ad jhkkdc-¯ 
Qntgnkk`g Jgnldhmh+ Hq`m­r ehqrs Rtoqdld Kd`cdq `esdq sgd 0868 Qdunktshnm8  

3.1 PRE-REVOLUTION REPRESSION  
For half a century, Amnesty International has been documenting serious human rights violations in Iran, 
both during the reign of the Shah and after the revolution of 1979 that led to the establishment of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran.  

Under Mohammad Reza Shah, who ruled Iran from 1941 to 1979, the violations included severe restrictions 
on freedom of expression and association;9 arbitrary arrest and detentions carried out by the National 
Intelligence and Security Organization (SAVAK);10 systematic torture and other ill-treatment; and unfair trials 
before military tribunals leading to harsh prison sentences.11 Those imprisoned included political dissidents 
adhering to Marxist or Islamist ideologies, dissident clerics, lawyers, writers, theatre directors, university 
teachers, student activists and members of ethnic minority groups seeking a degree of autonomy.12 The 
death penalty was used against political opponents: between 1972 and 1976, Amnesty International 
reported the executions of more than 300 people following unfair trials before military tribunals.13  

In the two years prior to the 1979 revolution, the Shah introduced a number of human rights reforms. These 
involved, among other things, a reduction in torture,14 political imprisonment15 and executions. Despite these 
reforms, political oppression and other social ills, including corruption, inefficiency and structural inequality, 
persisted and it was in this context that mass demonstrations erupted in September 1978. This was followed 
by nationwide industrial action and a general strike in December 1978, which brought the economy to a halt.  

The Shah left the country on 16 January 1979. On 1 February, Rouhollah Khomeini returned to Iran from 
exile as the leader of the revolution and appointed a provisional government. In March 1979, Iran was 
declared an Islamic Republic following a referendum where people were asked to say yes or no to changing 
sgd lnm`qbgx sn ®`m Hrk`lhb Qdotakhb+ sgd bnmrshstshnm ne vghbg vhkk ad `ooqnudc ax sgd m`shnm¯- 

 
8 Amnesty International, Law and human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran (Index: MDE 13/003/1980), p. 42. 
9 Amnesty International, Briefing: Iran (Index: MDE 13/001/1976), p. 10.  
10 R@U@J v`r enqldc hm 0846 ®enq sgd otqonrdr ne rdbtqhsx ne sgd bntmsqx `mc oqdudmshnm ne `mx jhmc ne bnmrohq`bx cdsqhldms`k sn public 
hmsdqdrsr¯- Sgd gd`c ne R@U@J v`r `oonhmsdc ax sgd Rg`g `mc vhdkcdc `klnrs tmkhlhsdc onvdq- 
11 @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m¯ hmAnnual Report 1977 (Index: POL 10/006/1977), pp. 296-297; Amnesty International, Briefing: Iran 
(Index: MDE 13/001/1976).  
12 Amnesty International, Briefing: Iran (Index: MDE 13/001/1976), p. 6. 
13 Amnesty International, Briefing: Iran (Index: MDE 13/001/1976), p. 9. 
14 Amnesty International, Annual report 1978 (Index: POL 10/001/1978) p. 257; Amnesty International, Annual report 1979 (Index: POL 
10/001/1979), p. 156.  
15 Amnesty International, Annual report 1978 (Index: POL 10/001/1978(+ o- 145- Ax sgd shld ne sgd Rg`g­r cdo`qstqd hm I`mt`qx 0868+
most political dissidents known to Amnesty International had already been released. The few remaining were freed when Prime Minister 
Mehdi Bazarghan, appointed by Rouhollah Khomeini, took office early in February 1979. See Amnesty International, Annual report 1979 
(Index: POL 10/001/1979), p. 156.  

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/003/1980/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/001/1976/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/document/?indexNumber=pol10%2F006%2F1977&language=en
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/001/1976/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/001/1976/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/001/1976/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/001/1978/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/001/1979/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/001/1979/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/001/1978/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/001/1979/en/
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3.2 POST-REVOLUTION REPRESSION  
 

®The revolutionary courts were born out of the anger of the 
Iranian people... There is no room in revolutionary courts for 
defence lawyers because they keep quoting laws to play for 
time, and this tries the o`shdmbd ne sgd odnokd-¯ 
Rg`qh­` itcfd R`cdfg Jg`lkhali16  

 

During the first post-revolution decade, the already dire situation of human rights degenerated into a full-
blown human rights catastrophe. The new authorities arbitrarily imprisoned, systematically tortured and 
summarily executed thousands of political dissidents who had been involved in the revolution. This was done 
to consolidate their grip on power and brutally crush leaders, members and supporters of political 
organizations and groups which opposed theocracy and advocated alternative political visions for post-
revolutionary Iran, including secular democracy, communism, socialism and, in the case of ethnic or 
national minorities, a degree of regional autonomy.17 A`g`­hr `mc Idvr vdqd `krn `lnmf sgnrd dwdbtsdc+
usually on spurious charges of espionage.18  

The deadly crackdown started immediately after the overthrow of the Shah. On the order of Supreme Leader, 
Rouhollah Khomeini, Revolutionary Courts were set up in most cities across the country. These courts, which 
vdqd oqdrhcdc nudq ax Rg`qh­` itcfdr 'jmnvm hm Odqrh`m `rhakem-d rg`q­) appointed by the Supreme 
Leader, vdqd dwodbsdc sn cdkhudq ®qdunktshnm`qx itrshbd¯-19  Fundamental fair trial guarantees, which 
Rouhollah Jgnldhmh cdrbqhadc `r ` qdekdbshnm ne sgd ®Vdrsdqm rhbjmdrr `lnmf tr¯+ vdqd sn ad
disregarded.20  

Hm sgd enkknvhmf lnmsgr+ gtmcqdcr ne hmchuhct`kr bnmrhcdqdc ®`msh-qdunktshnm`qx¯ vdqd `qbitrarily arrested and 
rtll`qhkx dwdbtsdc `esdq ek`fq`mskx tme`hq ®sqh`kr¯ sg`s k`rsdc nmkx ` edv lhmtsdr `mc vdqd rn `qahsq`qx `mc
summary that they cannot be considered to constitute judicial proceedings.21 The victims included 
individuals with real or perceived affiliation with the overthrown system; members of Kurdish, Turkmen and 
Ahwazi Arab minorities seeking a degree of autonomy; sex workers; and people accused of drugs-related 
needmbdr `mc rdwt`k ®needmbdr¯ rtbg `r `ctksdqx `mc rncnlx-22 Trials were often held on camera. 
Defendants were not given access to a lawyer. They were not informed of specific accusations against them. 
They were not provided with any opportunity to adequately defend themselves; often, the only defence 
facility offered to them was to write a defence speech for the court on a piece of paper to charges which 
were not often known until just before trial. There was generally no possibility of appeal and no effective 
presumption that defendants were innocent until proved guilty. Executions followed soon after death 
sentences had been passed.23  

In August 1979, armed conflict broke out between the Revolutionary Guards (a parallel armed force to the 
army established after the 1979 revolution on Rouhollah Jgnldhmh­r nqcdq vhsg sgd oqhl`qy task of guarding 
the Islamic Republic) and armed Kurdish parties and groups seeking a degree of secular autonomy, 
particularly the Kurdish Democratic Party of Iran (KDPI) and the Marxist group, Komala.24 This followed 
months of fruitless negotiations, popular unrest and deadly armed skirmishes in various Kurdish cities.25  

 
16 Amnesty International, Law and human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran (Index: MDE 13/003/1980), p. 52.  
17 Amnesty International, Iran: Violations of human rights 1987-1990 (Index: MDE 13/021/1990), p. 5.  
18 Amnesty International, Annual report 1981 (Index: POL 10/0001/1981), p. 355.  
19 Amnesty International, Law and human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran (Index: MDE 13/003/1980), p. 42. 
20 Amnesty International, Law and human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran (Index: MDE 13/003/1980), p. 42. 
21 @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k rddjr sn rdmc lhrrhnm sn Hq`m hm deenqs sn rsno dwdbtshnmr 'bnlltmhptă(¯ (Index: MDE 
13/13/81). 
22 Amnesty International, Annual report 1980 (Index: POL 10/0003/1980), p. 329; Amnesty International, Law and human rights in the 
Islamic Republic of Iran (Index: MDE 13/003/1980). 
23 Amnesty International, Law and human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran (Index: MDE 13/003/1980), pp. 40-43.  
24 Amnesty International, Iran: Human rights abuses against the Kurdish minority (Index: MDE 13/088/2008), p. 4.  
25 Iran Human Rights Documentation Centre, Sgd Hrk`lhb Qdotakhb­r Dwdbtshnmr ne Jtqcr hm 0868, September 2011, www.iranhrdc.org/wp-
content/uploads/reports_en/Haunted_Memories_266599093.pdf 
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https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/003/1980/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/003/1980/en/
https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/174
https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/174
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/0003/1980/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/003/1980/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/003/1980/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/088/2008/en/
http://www.iranhrdc.org/wp-content/uploads/reports_en/Haunted_Memories_266599093.pdf
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On 17 August 1979, Rouhollah Khomeini issued a fatwa (religious order), ordering armed forces to advance 
®vhsg b`mnmr `mc s`mjr¯ snv`qds the Kurdish town of Paveh in Kermanshah province, western Iran, to defeat 
Kurdish fighters who had taken control of the city.26 A brutal military crackdown was subsequently waged to 
crush Kurdish opposition groups and establish full control over the Kurdish regions. Scores of Kurdish 
villages and towns were destroyed, and around 10,000 Kurdish men, women and children were reported to 
have been killed.27  

@s sgd r`ld shld+ Qntgnkk`g Jgnldhmh `rrhfmdc Rg`qh­` itcfd R`cdfg Jg`kjg`kh sn sq`udk sn u`qhntr Jtqchrg
cities and order the summary execution of the so-b`kkdc ®`msh-qdunktshnm`qx qdadkr¯-28 Dozens of Kurdish 
people, including children, were subsequently executed by firing squad after summary trials before Sadegh 
Jg`kjg`kh+ vgn bnmuhbsdc sgdl ne ®bnqqtoshnm nm d`qsg¯ 'esfad-e fel arz( `mc ®dmlhsx `f`hmrs Fnc¯
(moharebeh) in connection with their real or perceived support of Kurdish opposition groups. Generally, the 
entire process of arrest, investigation, prosecution, sentencing and implementation was completed in a 
single day and sometimes in a matter of hours.29 Families were not notified of the executions in advance. 
Many were led to believe that their loved ones would be released, only to discover that they had been 
executed. In many cases, families were forced to search through piles of corpses to identify their loved ones. 
Some were never able to recover the bodies of their relatives.30 

Hm sgd b`ohs`k+ Sdgq`m+ sgd qdoqdrrhnm `krn ghs sgd bntmsqx­r A`q @rrnbh`shnm+ vghbg v`r odqbdhudc ax sgd
authorities as a subversive institution. On 10 June 1980, the Council of the Islamic Revolution (which was 
established by Rouhollah Khomeini in January 1979 and operated as an executive and legislative body until 
its dissolution in July 1980) adopted the Law on Purging and Cleansing the Bar Association, which stipulated 
the establishment of a commission to carry out the purge. While the commission was never formed, its 
envisioned responsibilities were subsequently taken up by the Revolutionary Courts, which disbarred at least 

 
26 Keyhan+ ®Hl`l9 Sgd `qlx ltrs `cu`mbd snv`qcr O`udg vhsg b`mmnmr `mc s`mj¯+ 07 @tftrs 0868+ oo- 0-2.   
27 Amnesty International, Iran: Human rights abuses against the Kurdish minority (Index: MDE 13/088/2008), p. 5.  
28 Amnesty International, Law and human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran (Index: MDE 13/003/1980), pp. 191-19. 
29 Amnesty International, Law and human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, Appendix C (Index: MDE 13/003/1980), pp. 191-194; Iran 
Human Rights Documentation Centre, Sgd Hrk`lhb Qdotakhb­r Dwdbtshnmr ne Jtqcr hm 0868, September 2011, www.iranhrdc.org/wp-
content/uploads/reports_en/Haunted_Memories_266599093.pdf. See also Time, 100Photos+ ®Ehqhmf Rpt`c hm Hq`m+ I`g`mfhq Q`ylh¯+ 
www.100photos.time.com/photos/jahangir-razmi-firing-squad-in-iran  
30 Iran Human Rights Documentation Centre, Sgd Hrk`lhb Qdotakhb­r Dwdbtshnmr ne Jtqcr hm 0868, September 2011, www.iranhrdc.org/wp-
content/uploads/reports_en/Haunted_Memories_266599093.pdf  

The execution scene of nine men at Sanandaj Airport in Kurdistan province on 27 August 1979. The photograph was taken by Jahangir Razmi and won a Pulitzer 
Prize in 1980. © Jahangir Razmi/Magnum Photos 
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030 k`vxdqr a`rdc nm u`ftd onkhshb`k `bbtr`shnmr sg`s sgdx rtoonqsdc ®`msh-qdunktshnm`qx¯ hcdnknfhdr `mc
beliefr rtbg `r A`g`­hrl+ Yhnmhrl+ Bnlltmhrl `mc hlodqh`khrl-31 

The authorities arrested, tortured and imprisoned in 1980, four members of the Board of Directors of the Bar 
Association.32 Most other members of the Board fled the country, and the activities of the Bar Association 
effectively ended for the next four years. The Bar Association re-nodmdc hm 0873 `esdq Hq`m­r Rtoqdld
Judicial Council33 appointed a lawyer who had only two years of work experience and was a member of the 
Guardian Council (a 12-member body consisting of lawyers and Islamic jurists appointed by the Supreme 
Leader and the head of the judiciary to - amongst other things - supervise laws for the compliance with the 
Rg`qh­`( as its Supervisor.34 

Socio-political publications and political organizations and groups that had been involved in the revolution 
faced a rapidly shrinking space in which to operate. As early as August 1979, the prosecution authorities 
nqcdqdc sgd bknrtqd ne 22 otakhb`shnmr nm sgd fqntmcr sg`s sgdx bnms`hmdc ®tm-Hrk`lhb¯ bnmsdms- Sgdrd
included both independent publications and the magazines of different political groups and organizations.35 

On 8 April 1981, sgd bntmsqx­r bghde oqnrdbtsnq+ @kh Fgncntrh+ cdbk`qdc `kk onkhshb`k lddshmfr `mc f`sgdqhmfr
held without a permit from the ministry of interior illegal and made the permission of the ministry of Islamic 
guidance mandatory for publishing newspapers and other print materials. The statement also ordered that all 
political groups who had used arms in the lead-up to the revolution immediately relinquish their weapons 
and warned that any group that failed to comply would be declared illegal.36 This statement was issued in 
line with a resolution that had been secretly adopted by government officials and prosecution authorities 
following two high-kdudk lddshmfr nm 18 `mc 20 I`mt`qx 0870- Sgd qdrnktshnm rs`sdc sg`s ®`kk sgd kd`cdqr `mc
members of organizations [classified as actively hostile] shall be arrested, prosecuted and sentenced to the 
ultimate punishment [the death penalty] and even all the sympathizers who are arrested while selling 
newspapers, distributing pamphlets or engaging in another activity in favour of such groups shall be arrested 
`mc otmhrgdc enq sgd otqonrd ne fthc`mbd-¯37  

These moves set the stage for a widespread crackdown that was subsequently waged against various 
political opposition groups, including people who had not resorted to or advocated the use of violence and 
who were regarded as guilty merely by association.38  

Officials working with Revolutionary Guards and provisional law enforcement forces known as Revolutionary 
Komitehs39 arbitrarily arrested and detained hundreds of political dissidents affiliated with different 

 
31 Mohammad H. Nayyeri, Iranian Bar Associations: Struggle for Independence, Iran Human Rights Documentation Centre, November 
2012, p. 6,  www.iranhrdc.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf_en/LegalCom/Iranian-Bar-Associations.pdf; Mohammad Ldgch G`rr`mh+ ®Sgd
ghrsnqx ne sgd hmcdodmcdmbd ne a`q `rrnbh`shnmr hm Hq`m¯+ 06 Itkx 1/01+ www.bit.ly/2IEBGQf; News Gooya+ ®Nq`k ghrsnqx ne sgd a`q
association from the beginning till now; an interview by Aida Ghajaq vhsg @acnkj`qhl K`ghcih¯+ 6 Itmd 1/01+
www.news.gooya.com/politics/archives/2012/06/141978.php. See also Ettelaat+ ®Sgd khbdmbd ne 21 A`g`­h k`vxdqr v`r qdunjdc¯+ 4
September 1983, p. 13; Jomhouri Islami+ ®Sgd Qdunktshnm`qx Bntqs ne L`qj`y qdunjdc sgd khbdmbdr ne 46 k`vxdqr¯+ 10 Itmd 0872+ o- 1:
Jomhouri Islami+ ®Sgd khbdmbdr ne 21 `fdmsr ne hmsdqm`shnm`k Yhnmhrl vdqd qdunjdc¯+ 4 Rdosdladq 0872+ o- 1- 
32 Amnesty International, Annual report 1983 (Index: POL 10/0001/1983), p. 306.  
33 Hq`m­r Rtoqdld Itchbh`k Bntmbhk v`r drs`akhrgdc hm 087/ `r sgd bntmsqx­r ghfgdrs itchbh`k `tsgnqhsx- Sgd Bntmbhk bnmrhrsdc ne the Head of 
sgd Rtoqdld Bntqs+ sgd bntmsqx­r Oqnrdbtsnq Fdmdq`k `mc sgqdd itcfdr- Sgd Bntmbhk v`r qdok`bdc ax sgd gd`c ne sgd itchbh`qx `s the 
highest judicial authority in 1989 following a series of constitutional amendments. See Article 158 of the Constitution prior to its amendment 
in 1989, www.rc.majlis.ir/fa/content/iran_constitution  
34 Mohammad H. Nayyeri, Iranian Bar Associations: Struggle for Independence, Iran Human Rights Documentation Centre, November 
2012,  www.iranhrdc.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf_en/LegalCom/Iranian-Bar-Associations.pdf, p. 6; Mohammad Ldgch G`rr`mh+ ®Sgd
ghrsnqx ne sgd hmcdodmcdmbd ne a`q `rrnbh`shnmr hm Hq`m¯+ 06 Itkx 1/01+www.bit.ly/2IEBGQf: Mdvr Fnnx`+ ®Nq`k ghrsnqx ne sgd a`q `rrnbh`shnm
from the beginning till now; an interview by Aida Ghajar vhsg @acnkj`qhl K`ghcih¯+ 6 Itmd 1/01+
www.news.gooya.com/politics/archives/2012/06/141978.php  
35 See, for example, Ettelaat+ ®00 lnqd otakhb`shnmr `qd rtrodmcdc¯+ 10 @tftrs 0879, p. 10.  
36 Sgd etkk sdws ne sgd rs`sdldms hr `u`hk`akd `s @anke`yk Rg`jntqh+ ®O`qshdr `r qdekdbsdc hm k`vr¯+The institute of humanities and cultural 
studies, www.ensani.ir/file/download/article/20100929094517-456.pdf, pp. 507-508.  
37 The full text of the resolution is available at Kar Magazine, No. 112, 3 June 1981, www.iran-
archive.com/sites/default/files/sanad/fadaiian_aghalliiat-kar_agh_112.pdf, p. 8, para. 6. 
Onkhshb`k nqf`mhy`shnmr `mc fqntor sg`s vdqd bk`rrhehdc `r ®`bshudkx gnrshkd¯ hmbktcdc9 sgd Jtqchrg Cdlnbq`shb O`qsx ne Hq`m 'JCOH(: Jnl`k`:
the Organization of Struggle for the Emancipation of the Working Class (Peykar); the Minority faction of the Organization of Hq`mh`m Odnokd­r
E`c`­h Ftdqqhkk`r '@p`kh`s(: `mc sgd Ir`mh`m Odnokd­r E`c`­h Ftdqqhkk`r '@rgq`e Cdgfg`mh fqnto(- Onkhshb`k nqf`mhy`shnmr `mc fqntor sg`s vdqd
bk`rrhehdc `r ®onsdmsh`kkx gnrshkd¯ hmbktcdc9 sgd Odnokd­r Lni`gdchm Nqf`mhy`shnm ne Hq`m 'OLNH(: sgd Nqf`mhy`shnm ne Vnqjhmf-Class Freedom 
Fighters (Razmandegan); the Organization of the Vanguard Fighters of the Oppressed (Arman-e Mostazafin); and the Organization of 
Revolutionary Workers in Iran (Rah-d J`qf`q(- Onkhshb`k nqf`mhy`shnmr `mc fqntor sg`s vdqd bk`rrhehdc `r ®noonrhmf sgd Hrk`lhb Qdotakhb
systdl ats mns btqqdmskx hmsdms nm nudqsgqnvhmf hs sgqntfg `qldc ld`mr¯ hmbktcdc9 sgd Stcdg O`qsx: sgd L`inqhsx e`bshnm ne sgd Nqganization 
ne Hq`mh`m Odnokd­r E`c`­h Ftdqqhkk`r '@jr`qh`s(: sgd K`antqdqr­ O`qsx ne Hq`m 'Q`mia`q`m(: `mc sgd M`shnm`k Eqnms ne Hqan (Jebhe-ye Melli).  
38 Amnesty International, Annual report 1981 (Index: POL 10/0001/1981), p. 357.  
39 Revolutionary Komitehs were composed of people with no previous experience of law enforcement. They assumed de facto jurisdiction 
nudq ` knb`k `qd`+ dwdqbhrdc rdbtqhsx etmbshnmr+ q`m sgdhq nvm cdsdmshnm bdmsqdr+ `mc r`v sgdhq ctshdr `r ®oqnlnshmf sgd naidctives of the 
Hrk`lhb qdunktshnm¯ `mc ®e`lhkh`qhyhmf sgd onotk`shnm vhsg sgdhq qdkhfhntr `mc dsghb`k ctshdr¯-Many people who were arrested by revolutionary 
forces were handed over to Komitehs for interrogation. For more information see Amnesty International, Law and human rights in the 
Islamic Republic of Iran (Index: MDE 13/003/1980).  
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opposition groups. Public outcries over torture in prisons increased.40 Members of the Revolutionary Guards 
and Revolutionary Komitehs also increasingly carried out violent attacks on those selling and distributing 
dissident publications.41  

Sgd bq`bjcnvm qd`bgdc ` gnqqhehb od`j hm k`sd Itmd 0870 `esdq `m noonrhshnm fqnto+ sgd Odnokd­r Lni`gdchm
Organization of Iran (PMOI), called for street protests all over Iran on 20 June 1981, which turned violent. 
Members of the Revolutionary Guards and Revolutionary Komitehs attacked the demonstrators. Scores of 
people were killed in street clashes and thousands were arrested during the protests and in the following 
days, weeks and months. Many of them were targeted merely for participating peacefully in the protests or 
possessing PMOI-written materials.42 

Thrdd c`xr `esdq sgd oqnsdrsr+ Sdgq`m­r oqnrdbtsnq `mmntmbdc sg`s 3// odnokd g`c addm `qqdrsdc `mc 14
executed.43 The next day, the daily newspaper Ettelaat published the pictures of 12 young women who had 
addm dwdbtsdc `knmf vhsg ` rs`sdldms eqnl sgd oqnrdbtsnq­r neehbd hm Sdgq`m sg`s b`kkdc nm sgd vnldm­r

families to present themselves to Evin prison to collect their bodies.  

In response, the PMOI leadership resorted to armed violence, including targeted assassinations. Many 
government officials were assassinated.44 On 28 June 1981, a bomb exploded in the headquarters of the 
Islamic Republican Party, killing 74 senior officials including member of the supreme judicial council and 
head of the supreme court, Mohammad Beheshti, 10 ministers and deputy ministers, and 20 members of 
parliament.45 Two months later, on 30 August, a bomb exploded in the office of Prime Minister Mohammad 
Javad Bahonar, killing him, President Mohammad-Ali Rajai and six other men.46 In an interview in 1983 and 
in response to a question on whether the PMOI accepted responsibility for the attack carried out against the 
headquarters of the Islamic Republican Party, PMOI leader Masoud Rajavi was quoted as saying, ®Vd g`ud
neither accepted responsibility nor denied it. However, we consider the attack a legitimate and necessary 
qdronmrd eqnl ntq snqstqdc m`shnm sn sgd a`bjv`qc jhkkdqr-¯47  

In retaliation, the authorities unleashed a reign of terror, including a sharp rise in executions.48 Between 
June and December 1981, several thousand people were executed either without trial or following flagrantly 
tme`hq ®sqh`kr¯ sg`s k`rsdc nmkx ` edv lhmtsdr `mc vdqd rn `qahsq`qx `mc rtll`qx sg`s sgdx b`mmns ad

 
40 Amnesty International, Annual report 1981 (Index: POL 10/0001/1981), p. 356.  
41 Justice for Iran, Crime and Impunity: Sexual Torture of Women in Islamic Republic Prisons, 2012, www.justice4iran.org/wp-
content/uploads/2013/10/crime_and_impunity.pdf, p. 31. 
42 Amnesty International, Annual report 1982 (Index: POL 10/0004/1982), pp. 323-324. 
43 Abdorrahman Boroumand Center, The Massacre of Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988, report of an inquiry, 18 April 2011, 
www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry, pp. 23-24.  
44 Amnesty International, Annual report 1982 (Index: POL 10/0004/1982), p. 323.  
45 Sandra Mackey, The Iranians: Persia, Islam and the soul of a nation (Penguin, 1998), p. 304.  
46 Sandra Mackey, The Iranians: Persia, Islam and the soul of a nation (Penguin, 1998), p. 305.  
47 Mojahed+ sgd Otakhb`shnm ne sgd Odnokd­r Lni`gdchm Nqf`mhy`shnm ne Hq`m+ ®Sgd Hmsdquhdv ne Gdq`kc L`f`yhmd Otakhrgdc hm O`jhrs`m vhsh 
Lni`gdc Aqnsgdq+ L`rntc Q`i`uh¯+ Mtladq 061+ 5 Nbsnadq 0872+p.4.  
48 Amnesty International, Annual report 1982 (Index: POL 10/0004/1982), p. 323.  
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considered to constitute judicial proceedings.49 Defendants were not informed of any specific accusations 
against them, were denied access to a lawyer, and were granted no possibility of appeal.50 Some were 
akhmcenkcdc ctqhmf sgdhq ®sqh`k-¯51 The authorities often did not announce the executions in advance; families 
learned about the fate of their loved ones through newspapers and the radio.  

Most of those killed were targeted for real or perceived affiliation with the PMOI. However, hundreds of 
individuals affiliated with Kurdish opposition groups and leftist and other political organizations  were also 
among the victims.52 

Among the thousands of individuals executed many had been involved in violent opposition to the Islamic 
Republic system. However, there were also many others who had never used or advocated violence. They 
had been primarily arrested because of peaceful political or religious activities such as distributing 
mdvro`odqr `mc kd`ekdsr+ s`jhmf o`qs hm cdlnmrsq`shnmr+ bnkkdbshmf etmcr enq oqhrnmdqr­ e`lhkhdr+ nq hm rnld
cases just because they were associated with people actively opposed to the system.53  

Hundreds of those executed were children who had been caught up in the turmoil of the post-revolutionary 
period.54 One of them was 13-year-old Fatemeh Mesbah, an apparent PMOI sympathizer, who was arrested 
in a demonstration in Tehran on 16 September 1981 and shot dead by a firing squad four days later.55 On 
20 September 1981, Assadollah Lajevardi, the prosecutor of Tehran, was reported to state+ ®Dudm he ` 01-
year-old is found particio`shmf hm `m `qldc cdlnmrsq`shnm+ gd vhkk ad rgns- Sgd `fd cndrm­s l`ssdq-¯56 

Sgntr`mcr vdqd `krn rdmsdmbdc sn kdmfsgx oqhrnm rdmsdmbdr `esdq fqnrrkx tme`hq ®sqh`kr¯ adenqd Hrk`lhb
Revolutionary Tribunals.57 A substantial number of them were prisoners of conscience, imprisoned solely 
because of their non-violent political or religious activities.58 In some cases, many were systematically 
tortured to recant their political ideology and announce their repentance on TV.59 A large number of these 
prisoners remained in prison until the enforced disappearance and extrajudicial execution of thousands of 
prisoners in July-September 1988, which is the subject of this report.  

From 1982 onwards, the net of repression widened to cover members and supporters of the communist 
Tudeh Party and the secular kdeshrs L`inqhsx e`bshnm ne sgd Nqf`mhy`shnm ne Hq`mh`m Odnokd­r E`c`­h Ftdqqhkk`r+
political organizations that had up until then largely supported the policies of the Islamic Republic.60  

On 15 April 1982, the prosecution authorities raided the publishing house of the Tudeh Party and arrested 
several people.61 On 6 February 1983, more than 50 leading Tudeh Party members were arrested and 
accused of espionage for the Soviet Union.62 On 27 April 1983, a further 170 members and supporters of 
the party in Tehran and over 500 others in the provinces were arrested.63 On 10 May 1983, Mohsen Rezai, 
the head of the Revolutionary Guards, reportedly r`hc+ ®Vd `qd hm mn gtqqx sn dwdbtsd them, they still have 
ltbg sn bnmedrr+ ats ax sgdhq bnmedrrhnmr sgdx g`ud rhfmdc sgdhq nvm cd`sg v`qq`msr-¯64 The same month, 
sgd `tsgnqhshdr adf`m aqn`cb`rshmf ` rdqhdr ne sdkduhrdc ®bnmedrrhnmr¯ eqnl rnld ghfg-profile members of 
the Tudeh Party.65 

 
49 Amnesty International, Iran: Violations of human rights 1987-1990 (Index: MDE 13/021/1990), p. 31; Amnesty International, Annual 
report 1982 (Index: POL 10/0004/1982), p. 324.  
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51 Special Representative of the Commission on Human Rights, Interim report on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, 13 October 1988, UN Doc. A/43/705, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/43/705, para. 17.  
52 Amnesty International, Annual report 1982 (Index: POL 10/0004/1982), pp. 323-324. The Abdorrahman Boroumand Center has 
documented the cases of at least 3,622 individuals who were executed between 20 June and 31 December 1981, including 279 who were 
under the age of 18 at the time of their execution. 
53 Amnesty International, Iran: Violations of human rights 1987-1990 (Index: MDE 13/021/1990), p. 37;   
54 Amnesty International, Annual report 1982 (Index: POL 10/0004/1982), p. 324. 
55 Amnesty International, Annual report 1982 (Index: POL 10/0004/1982), p. 324. 
56 Amnesty International, Annual report 1982 (Index: POL 10/0004/1982), p. 324.  
57 Amnesty International, Iran: Violations of human rights 1987-1990 (Index: MDE 13/021/1990), p. 31. 
58 Amnesty International, Annual report 1984 (Index: POL 10/0004/1984), p. 335. 
59 Amnesty International, Iran: Violations of human rights 1987-1990 (Index: MDE 13/021/1990), p. 37.  
60 Ervand Abrahamian, Tortured Confessions: Prisons and Public Recantations in Modern Iran (University of California Press, 1999), p. 150; 
Peyman Vahabzadeh, ®E@CěᾹHěM-E Ṥ@KP¯+ Encyclopædia Iranica, 7 December 2015, www.iranicaonline.org/articles/fadaian-e-khalq  
61 Hq`i Ldrc`fgh+ ®Sgd daar `mc eknvr ne sgd Stcdg o`qsx hm sgd 087/r¯+ AAB Odqrh`m+ 23 February 2012, 
www.bbc.com/persian/iran/2012/02/120222_l10_mesdaghi_toudeh_party: Gnrrdhm J`unrgh+ ®Sgd bnmctbs `mc bnkk`ord ne sgd Stcdg O`qsx
as narrated by the Hrk`lhb Qdunktshnm Cnbtldmsr Bdmsqd¯+Tarikh Irani, 14 March 2011, www.bit.ly/2AuFu3U 
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www.bbc.com/persian/iran/2012/02/120222_l10_mesdaghi_toudeh_party; Gnrrdhm J`unrgh+ ®Sgd bnmctbs `mc bnkk`ord ne sgd Stcdg O`qsx
`r m`qq`sdc ax sgd Hrk`lhb Qdunktshnm Cnbtldmsr Bdmsqd¯+Tarikh Irani, 14 March 2011, www.bit.ly/2AuFu3U  
63 Gnrrdhm J`unrgh+ ®Sgd bnmctbs `mc bnkk`ordne sgd Stcdg O`qsx `r m`qq`sdc ax sgd Hrk`lhb Qdunktshnm Cnbtldmsr Bdmsqd¯+ 03 L`qbg
2011, www.bit.ly/2AuFu3U  
64 Amnesty International, Annual Report 1984 (Index: POL 10/0004/1984), p. 334. 
65 Ervand Abrahamian, Tortured Confessions: Prisons and Public Recantations in Modern Iran (University of California Press, 1999), pp. 
177-198.  
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In February 1984, it was officially announced that 10 leading members of the military wing of the Tudeh 
Party had been executed, and that 87 others had received prison sentences of between several months and 
life imprisonment. The charges of those executed weqd qdonqsdc sn hmbktcd drohnm`fd+ ®lhr`ooqnoqh`shnm ne
`qlr `mc `lltmhshnm¯ `mc ®rsnqhmf sgdl sn bnmeqnms sgd Hrk`lhb Fnudqmldms ne Hq`m¯-66 Dozens of people 
arrested in connection with their support for the Tudeh Party remained in prison until the enforced 
disappearance and extrajudicial execution of thousands of prisoners in July-September 1988. Some of them 
had vocally denied that they had spied for a foreign power and conspired to overthrow the Islamic Republic 
system and said that they were subjected to torture and other ill-treatment to make video-recorded 
®bnmedrrhnmr-¯67  

Another wave of mass arrests took place in 1985 and 1986, targeting hundreds of members and supporters 
ne sgd L`inqhsx e`bshnm ne sgd Nqf`mhy`shnm ne Hq`mh`m Odnokd­r E`c`­h Ftdqqhklas, a secular leftist political 
organization. Many of them remained in prison until the enforced disappearance and extrajudicial execution 
of thousands of prisoners in July-September 1988.68  

The political situation in Iran remained highly repressive throughout the 1980s. The authorities outlawed any 
remaining political groups not affiliated with the state. Hundreds of individuals affiliated with various political 
opposition groups were executed every year after summary or arbitrary legal proceedings or, in some 
instances, after none.69 Some were executed after being sentenced to relatively short terms of imprisonment 
when both the prisoner and the family had been led to believe that release was imminent. Families were 
generally not informed until after the executions.70 Thousands more were imprisoned because of the 
peaceful exercise of their conscientiously held political or religious beliefs or simply because of their 
relationship with people who had been politically active.71 In some cases relatives were imprisoned as 
hostages when a suspect could not be found.72    

For political dissidents imprisoned in Iran during the 1980s, stress and uncertainty were constant pressures. 
Torture and other ill-treatment could occur at any time, including after arrest, during investigations and 
afterwards in prison. It was inflicted on individuals held for politically motivated reasons not only for 
extracting information about political activities, names and addresses of political dissidents and safe houses, 
but also to break their morale and force them to recant their beliefs and appear on television denouncing 

their political views.73 Oqhrnmdqr­ `ssdlosr sn nqf`mhyd fqnto `bshuhshdr bntkc `krn kd`c sn snqstqd `mc nsgdq hkk-
treatment. This applied not only to collective hunger strikes and other non-violent protests against prison 

conditions, but even to organizing a study group or physical exercise.74  

Most former prisoners interviewed by Amnesty International, who were imprisoned for politically motivated 
reasons during the 1980s, have recounted being flogged on the back or the soles of the feet with cables 
sometimes for hours at a time. Prisoners have described how their legs would be swollen, and their clothing 
bloodstained, from the feet up to the thighs as a result of such beatings. Some were unable to walk at all 
when the beating ended and had to drag themselves back to their cells along the floor.75 Other methods of 
torture included kicking, punching, suspension for long periods by the arms or wrists, burnings with 
cigarettes, irons and electricity, being made to stand without moving for hours or days at a time, being hosed 
with water, having the heads held under water, being deprived of food and water, and being kept blindfolded 
for hours or days at a time so that they became disoriented and blindfolded.76 Various forms of sexual abuse, 
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including rape of both men and women prisoners, were also reported to Amnesty International.77 In many 
cases, physical torture was accompanied by mental torture including mock executions, threats to arrest or 
execute relatives, or being forced to watch the execution of other prisoners.78 

3.3 IRAN-IRAQ WAR 
The war with Iraq was a dominant political factor in Iran throughout the 1980s. The conflict began in 
September 1980, and by 1987, both sides had suffered heavy casualties. On 20 July 1987 the UN Security 
Council adopted resolution 598 calling for a ceasefire, a withdrawal to internationally recognized borders, 
and the beginning of peace negotiations. A ceasefire came into effect in August 1988 but thousands of 
prisoners of war were still held by both countries in the 1990swithdrawal to internationally recognized 
borders, and the beginning of peace negotiations. A ceasefire came into effect in August 1988 but 
thousands of prisoners of war were still held by both countries in the 1990s.79   

The state of war had a pervasive influence on Iranian society in the 1980s. The decade was marked by a 
lack of progress towards the establishment of institutions and procedures that could have provided citizens 
with safeguards of their fundamental human rights. The authorities also used the war to create a climate in 
which dissent was not tolerated. Any criticism of state policy, even in fields not directly related to the war, 
was portrayec `r adsq`x`k ne sgd ®l`qsxqr¯- the tens of thousands who died during the war.80 

3.4 POLITICAL OPPOSITION GROUPS  
During the 1979 revolution, the common goal of overthrowing the Shah united various political parties and 
movements, with each hoping that its ideology would prevail in post-revolutionary Iran. Most accepted that 
Rouhollah Khomeini was mobilizing the masses. A few years later, almost all found themselves targets of the 
system. Some of the key groups, which are referred to in the report and in the witness testimonies, are 
highlighted below. 

3.4.1 ODNOKD­R LNI@GDCHM NQF@MHY@SHNM NE HQ@M 
Sgd Odnokd­r Lni`gdchm Nqf`mhy`shnm ne Hq`m 'OLNH(, also known as Mojahedin-e Khalq81 (MEK) and 
Mojahedin-e Khalq Organization (MKO) was established in the 1960s as a political opposition group that 
advocated the overthrow of the Shah through guerrilla strategies. For its ideological framework, the 
organization drew both on Islamic principles and Marxism.82  

The PMOI supported the 1979 revolution and initially accepted the leadership of Rouhollah Khomeini. 
However, its relations with the clerical authorities of the Islamic Republic deteriorated from late 1979 
onwards after it boycotted the constitutional referendum of December 1979.83 The group had tens of 
thousands of members and sympathizers during the 1980s, many of them high school and university 
students. In January 1980, Rouhollah Khomeini issued a fatwa stating that those who had not voted in 
favour of the Constitution were not qualified to run as presidential candidates.84 This effectively forced the 
leader of the PMOI, Masoud Rajavi, to withdraw his candidacy for the first presidential elections of the 
Islamic Republic.85  

The Iranian authorities increasingly resorted to pejorative terms such as monafeqin (hypocrites) and nefaq 
(hypocrisy and double dealing) to refer to the PMOI and mobilized their supporters to attack PMOI members 
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and supporters during their demonstrations and when they distributed their publications, leading to the 
death of multiple PMOI supporters.  

The crackdown reached an unprecedented scale following the mass demonstrations that the PMOI called for 
on 21 June 1981. In response, the PMOI announced armed struggle against the Islamic Republic and 
assassinated many senior officials. Notwithstanding this development, many sympathizers of the organization 
were not armed and did not participate in armed conflict (see section 3.2). 

In mid-1981, the PMOI leadership fled the country to France, where they founded the National Council of 
Qdrhrs`mbd+ snfdsgdq vhsg Hq`m­r ehqrs onrs-revolutionary president, Abolhassan Bani-Sadr, who was 
impeached by parliament in June 1981. In early 1986, after the PMOI leaders were expelled from France, 
they based themselves in Iraq and organized an armed force called the National Liberation Army (NLA). 
During the Iran-Iraq war, the NLA launched several armed incursions into Iranian territory from Iraq. The last 
major offensive was on 25 July 1988, which was subsequently used by the authorities as a pretext to justify 
the mass killings of prisoners from late July to September 1988. The PMOI calls this armed incursion the 
Eternal Light (Forough-e Javidan) Operation, while the Iranian authorities generally refer to the incident as 
sgd Ldqr`c Nodq`shnm vghbg v`r sgd m`ld ne sgd rs`sd­r bntmsdq nodq`shnm.  

3.4.2 FADAIYAN  
The Organization ne Hq`mh`m Odnokd­r E`c`­h86 Guerrillas, also known as Fadaiyan Khalq Organization (referred 
to hereafter as Fadaiyan), was founded in 1971 and adhered to a Marxist-Leninist ideology. In 1979 and 
1980 there were several splits within the organization leading to the creations of multiple factions.  

Fadaiyan played an active role in the 1979 revolution,87 following which they fqdv hmsn sgd bntmsqx­r k`qfdrs
leftist organization, with tens of thousands of members and supporters.88 Fadaiyan boycotted the March 
1979 referendum on the creation of the Islamic Republic.89  

In April 1979, there was a split within the organization that led to a small group leaving and creating 
the Hq`mh`m Odnokd­r E`c`­h Ftdqqhkk`r+ jmnvm `krn `r sgd @rgq`e Cdgfg`mh fqnto, named after one of its 
founding leaders.90  

Some members broadly affiliated with Fadaiyan joined armed confrontations in March 1979 and February 
087/ adsvddm sgd Qdunktshnm`qx Ft`qcr `mc ldladqr ne Hq`m­r Stqjldm lhmnqhsx hm mnqsg-eastern Iran, with 
Fadaiyan supporting Turkmen demands for self-determination and a degree of regional autonomy.91 In 
February 1980, four leading members of Turkmen political groups who sought self-determination and were 
Fadaiyan supporters, were executed without trial within hours of their arrest.92 

In May 1981, Fadaiyan split further into the Majority (Aksariat) and Minority (Aqaliat) factions because of 
fundamental disagreements including over whether to engage in armed struggle and whether to support the 
Islamic Republic. The Majority faction eschewed armed struggle and moved towards support for the Islamic 
Republic.93 The Minority faction remained vehemently opposed to the Islamic Republic and supported 
resorting to armed activities in the context of the demands of Kurdish groups in western Iran for a degree of 
regional autonomy.94 

3.4.3 TUDEH PARTY  
The Tudeh95 O`qsx v`r enqldc hm 0830 ax ` fqnto ne L`qwhrs hmsdkkdbst`kr- Ctqhmf sgd Rg`g­r qdhfm+ l`mx ne
its members were imprisoned, tortured and executed.96  

 
86 People prepared to sacrifice themselves in the context of political struggle.  
87 Peyman Vahabzadeh, ®E@CěᾹHěM-E Ṥ@KP¯+ Encyclopædia Iranica, 7 December 2015, www.iranicaonline.org/articles/fadaian-e-khalq 
88 Mny`q @k`nklnkjh+ ®Sgd Mdv Hq`mh`m Kdes¯+ The Middle East Journal 41/2, 1987, pp. 218-233.  
89 Peyman Vahabzadeh, ®E@CěᾹHěM-E Ṥ@KP¯+ Encyclopædia Iranica, 7 December 2015, www.iranicaonline.org/articles/fadaian-e-khalq 
90 Peyman Vahabzadeh, ®E@CěᾹHěM-E Ṥ@KP¯+ Encyclopædia Iranica, online edition, 7 December 

2015, www.iranicaonline.org/articles/fadaian-e-khalq 
91 Peyman Vahabzadeh, ®E@CěᾹHěM-E Ṥ@KP¯+ Encyclopædia Iranica, 7 December 2015, www.iranicaonline.org/articles/fadaian-e-khalq; 

Alireza Asgharzadeh, Iran and the challenge of diversity: Islamic fundamentalism, Aryanist racism and democratic struggles, 2007, p. 20.  
92 Hq`i Ldrc`fgh+ ®Jg`kjg`kh b`kkr enq ` cd`sg rdmsdmbd `f`hmrs ghlrdke¯+ Q`chn Y`l`mdg+ 02 @tftrs 1/06+www.radiozamaneh.com/354152  
93 Peyman Vahabzadeh, ®E@CěᾹHěM-E Ṥ@KP¯+ Encyclopædia Iranica, online edition, 7 December 

2015, www.iranicaonline.org/articles/fadaian-e-khalq  
94 Maziar Behrooz, Rebels with a cause: The failure of the left in Iran 2000, pp. 112-114.  
95 Tudeh Means the masses in Persian.  
96 Ervand Abrahamian, Iran Between Two Revolutions 1982, pp. 281-326.  
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The Tudeh Party accepted the leadership of Rouhollah Khomeini and voted in favour of the Constitution in 
the December 1979 referendum. Its leadership also broadly endorsed the policies of the Islamic Republic.97 
The party remained relatively immune from political persecution until about 1982, when repression 
expanded to crush all political organizations not connected to the establishment (see section 3.2).  

3.4.4 KURDISH DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF IRAN 
The Kurdish Democratic Party of Iran (KDPI), also known as the Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan, is the 
oldest Kurdish opposition group in Iran, founded in 1945. In 1946 it proclaimed its own Kurdish state, 
generally called the Republic of Mahabad after the site of its capital in north-western Iran. The administration 
collapsed after 11 months. The Iranian authorities then arrested and tried its leaders, executing many of 
them and banned the KDPI.  

In March 1979, after years of clandestine operations, the KDPI officially announced the resumption of its 
political activities.98 In the immediate aftermath of the revolution, in Kurdish towns, power passed to local 
councils led by individuals affiliated with the KDPI, 99 which called for secular democracy for Iran and 
autonomy for Kurdistan. 

In the following months, tensions gradually built up as the authorities of the new Islamic Republic and the 
KDPI, negotiated over the governance and the autonomy of the region. In Mid-1979, armed conflict broke 
out between the Revolutionary Guards and KDPI fighters.100 On 19 August, Rouhollah Khomeini denounced 
sgd JCOH `r ®sgd o`qsx ne R`s`m¯ `mc nqcdqdc sg`s hs ad bqtrgdc 'rdd rdbshnm 2-1(-101  

By December 1979, the Revolutionary Guards had established military control over Kurdistan province and 
forced KDPI fighters to withdraw further into the mountains at the Iran Iraq border. By the late 1980s, the 
KDPI had moved into exile in the Kurdish region of Iraq, where they have since remained.102 

In addition to persecuting and executing hundreds of KDPI members and supporters since the 1980s, the 
Iranian authorities also instigated or carried out the assassination abroad of several prominent Kurds 
affiliated with the KDPI in the 1990s.103  

3.4.5 KOMALA 
Komala is an armed Kurdish opposition group with Maoist roots that was established in 1979 under the 
name Komala - the Revolutionary Organization of the Toilers of Hq`m­r Jtqchrs`m 'R`yl`m-e Enqelabi-e 
Zahmatkeshan-e Kurdistan-e Iran). Following the 1979 revolution, Komala attracted many members and 
supporters, particularly among workers and peasants in Kurdistan province. Its armed forces engaged in 
`qldc `bshuhshdr `f`hmrs sgd bdmsq`k fnudqmldms `mc sgnrd rddm `r qdoqdrdmshmf sgd hmsdqdrsr ne ®b`ohs`khrsr¯
`mc ®k`mcknqcr¯-104   

In 1982, Komala merged with another Marxist group, the Union of Communist Militants (Ettehad-e 
Mobarezan-e Communist), and established the Communist Party of Iran. Komala subsequently (before 
1988) renamed itself Komala - the Kurdistan Organization of the Communist Party of Iran. In the following 
decades, the group underwent multiple splits.  

Since the mid-1980s, fighters affiliated with the various factions of Komala have been based in northern Iraq 
and engaged in armed activities against the Islamic Republic of Iran from there. Inside the country, those 
accused of membership of or sympathy with Komala have consistently faced persecution, including lengthy 
prison terms and the death penalty. 

 
97 SnqĜaṜ̀ pµdmĜr+ ®Bnlltmhrl hhh- Hm Odqrh`m `esdq 0842¯+Encyclopædia Iranica, 15 December 1992, 

www.iranicaonline.org/articles/communism-iii  
98 B`qnk Oqtmgtadq+ ®PěRDLKT+ᾺABD-AL-RAṜLěM¯+Encyclopædia Iranica, 18 February 2012, www.iranicaonline.org/articles/qasemlu 
99 Ervand Abrahamian, Iran Between Two Revolutions 1982, p. 527. 
100 Iran Human Rights Documentation Centre, Sgd Hrk`lhb Qdotakhb­r Dwdbtshnmr ne Jtqcr hm 0868, September 2011, www.iranhrdc.org/wp-
content/uploads/reports_en/Haunted_Memories_266599093.pdf, p. 387.  
101 B`qnk Oqtmgtadq+ ®PěRDLKT+ᾺABD-AL-RAṜLěM¯+Encyclopædia Iranica, 18 February 2012, www.iranicaonline.org/articles/qasemlu  
102 B`qnk Oqtmgtadq+ ®PěRDLKT+ᾺABD-AL-RAṜLěM¯+Encyclopædia Iranica, 18 February 2012, www.iranicaonline.org/articles/qasemlu 
103 Iran Human Rights Documentation Center, Murder at Mykonos: Anatomy of a Political Assassination, March 2007, 
www.iranhrdc.org/wp-content/uploads/reports_en/Murder_at_Mykonos_Mar07_376572839.pdf 
104 Abdorrahman Boroumand Center, The Massacre of Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988: An Addendum, Witness testimonies and official 
statements, 10 December 2013, Appendix C: Political parties and religious denominations referred to in the witness testimonies, 
www.iranrights.org/library/document/2498/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-an-addendum-witness-testimonies-and-official-
statements, pp. 385-394. 
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3.4.6 OTHER GROUPS 
After the 1979 revolution, a number of smaller opposition groups were also active in Iran. Most of them 
adhered to leftist ideologies, including Marxism, Marxism-Leninism and Maoism. They included: the 
Organization of Revolutionary Workers in Iran (Rah-e Kargar); the Organization of Struggle for the 
Dl`mbho`shnm ne sgd Vnqjhmf Bk`rr 'Odxj`q(: sgd K`antqdqr­ O`qsx ne Hq`m 'Q`mia`q`m(: sgd Nqf`mhy`shnm ne
the Vanguard Fighters of the Oppressed (Arman-e Mostazafin); the Union of Iranian Communists (Ettehadieh 
Komonisthayeh Iran); and the Organization of Working-Class Freedom Fighters (Razmandegan).105  

As with the larger organizations with which some of them were affiliated, or from which they had split, many 
members of these smaller groups had also struggled against the monarchy throughout the 1970s and served 
prison terms during the rule of the Shah. 

Throughout the 1980s, the Iranian authorities effectively destroyed the structures of these groups by 
arresting and executing many of their leading members (see section 3.2).  

 

 
105 For more background information on each of these groups, see Abdorrahman Boroumand Center, The Massacre of Political Prisoners in 
Iran, 1988: An Addendum, Witness testimonies and official statements, 10 December 2013, Appendix C: Political parties and religious 
denominations referred to in the witness testimonies, www.iranrights.org/library/document/2498/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-
1988-an-addendum-witness-testimonies-and-official-statements, pp. 385-394. 
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4. CONCEALING THE 
FATE OF VICTIMS 

®The victims of this mass execution were murdered twice, 
the second time by the silence and anonymity surrounding 
their executions... ̄
Azar Nafisi, Iranian writer and professor of English literature106   

4.1 PRISONERS GO MISSING  
In late July 1988, thousands of political dissidents held in prisons across Iran went missing. No news of 
them was received for months.  

The prisoners included medical doctors and nurses, engineers, teachers and academics, manual workers, 
as well as individuals who had been secondary school and university students when arrested.107 Some had 
suffered years of unjust imprisonment and torture and other ill-treatment during the rule of the Shah as well.   

Most of them were members or supporters of the PMOI who had been imprisoned because of their political 
opinions and peaceful activities, such as distributing opposition newspapers and leaflets, taking part in 
cdlnmrsq`shnmr+ bnkkdbshmf cnm`shnmr enq oqhrnmdqr­ e`lhkhdr nq `rrnbh`shmf vhsg sgnrd vgn vdqd politically 
active.108 Others were affiliated with various secular, leftist opposition groups and had been similarly 
imprisoned because of their peaceful political and religious beliefs.  

Some of the prisoners were arbitrarily held without ever having been tried or sentenced; some were serving 
unjust prison terms ranging from life to as little as two or three years; some had completed their sentences 
and were due to be released, or had been told that they would remain in prison because they were not 
deemed ®rteehbhdmskx qdodms`ms¯-109 During the 1980s, the authorities frequently refused to release political 
chrrhcdmsr vgn g`c rdqudc sgdhq rdmsdmbdr tmkdrr sgdx `fqddc sn l`jd vqhssdm nq sdkduhrdc ®bnmedrrhnmr¯
recanting their political ideologies and committing to refrain from political activities. If the prisoner refused to 

 
106 A. Nafisi, Reading Lolita in Tehran, 2003, p. 239.  
107 Amnesty International, Biggest wave of political executions in Iran since early 1980s, 13 December 1988 (Index: MDE 13/031/88); 
Amnesty International, Iran: Political executions (Index: MDE 13/029/88) 
108 PMOI members who had perpetrated violence in the early 1980s had already been executed. Generally, low-ranking members and 
supporters of the PMOI had no military training, were not armed and had not participated in armed activities. See Ervand Abrahamian, 
Tortured Confessions: Prisons and Public Recantations in Modern Iran 1999, p. 216; and Abdorrahman Boroumand Center, The Massacre 
of Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988: An Addendum, Witness testimonies and official statements, 10 December 2013, Appendix C: Political 
parties and religious denominations referred to in the witness testimonies, www.iranrights.org/library/document/2498/the-massacre-of-
political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-an-addendum-witness-testimonies-and-official-statements, p. 391. 
109 Amnesty International, Biggest wave of political executions in Iran since early 1980s, 13 December 1988 (Index: MDE 13/031/88); 
Amnesty International, Iran: Political executions (Index: MDE 13/029/88). 
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make such a promise, they could be held in unlawful detention indefinitely.110 Some were kept incarcerated 
for years although they had been sentenced to prison terms of only several months.111  

The families of these prisoners had known where they were and had been able to visit them until late July 
1988.  

Others were former prisoners who had been released several years earlier and then re-arrested in the weeks 
leading up to July 1988 `mc rgnqskx `esdq sgd OLNH­r `qldc hncursion on 25 July 1988.112 Many were forcibly 
disappeared immediately after arrest and the authorities refused to provide any information on their fate and 
whereabouts. Interviews conducted by Amnesty International with survivors and family members show that 
this wave of arrests took place in various cities across the country.  

The mass disappearances raised fears among families that the authorities were planning to use the armed 
incursion as a pretext to exact revenge against prisoners. A number of other factors exacerbated their 
anxiety.  

Following the armed incursion, more than a dozen individuals had been publicly executed in Kangavar, 
Bakhtaran and lslamebad-e Gharb, all in western Iran, for allegedly collaborating with the PMOI.113 

High-ranking judicial officials were proclaiming that opposition elements should be dealt with severely and 
dwdbtsdc- Nm 4 @tftrs 0877+ @actkj`qhl Lntr`uh @qcdahkh+ sgd gd`c ne Hq`m­r Rtoqdld Bntqs `mc `
ldladq ne Hq`m­r Rtoqdld Itchbh`k Bntmbhk+is recorded as saying in a sermon at Friday payers in Tehran:  

®Sgd itchbh`qx hr tmcdq udqx rsqnmf oqdrrtqd eqnl otakhb nohmhnm `rjhmf vgx vd dudm ots sgdl Zldladqr `mc
rtoonqsdqr ne sgd OLNH\ nm sqh`k+ vgx rnld ne sgdl `qd i`hkdc+ `mc vgx `kk `qd mns dwdbtsdc£ Sgd odnokd r`x
they shntkc `kk ad dwdbtsdc vhsgnts dwbdoshnm-¯114  

Two waves of executions in May and July 1988, which were carried out without prior notification given to the 
families, had targeted PMOI and leftist prisoners.115 An unmarked mass grave had been discovered in July 

 
110 Special Representative of the Commission on Human Rights, Report on the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iran, 26 
January 1989, UN Doc. E/CN.4/1989/26, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26, para. 40; Amnesty 
International, Iran: Violations of human rights 1987-1990 (Index: MDE 13/021/1990), pp. 35-36, 55.   
111 Amnesty International, Biggest wave of political executions in Iran since early 1980s, 13 December 1988 (Index: MDE 13/031/88). 
112 Special Representative of the Commission on Human Rights, Report on the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iran, 26 
January 1989, UN Doc. E/CN.4/1989/26, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26, para. 17; Amnesty 
International, Iran: Political executions (Index: MDE 13/029/88); Amnesty International, Iran: Executions of prisoners continue unabated 
(Index: MDE 13/018/92), p. 4. Some survivors believe that the wave of rearrests is another indication that the purge of the opposition was 
planned long before the armed incursion of the PMOI in July 1988. For more information see 7.2.  
113 Amnesty International, Annual report 1989 (Index: POL 10/0002/19859(+ o- 144: @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 Onkhshb`k dwdbtshnmr¯+ 1
September 1988 (Index: MDE 13/014/88).  
114 Keyhan+ ®@x`snkk`g Lntr`uh @qcdahkh9 Hq`m­r enqbdetk qdronmrd sn Hq`p rgnvr sg`s vd g`ud sgd onvdq sn rtooqdrr sgd dmdlx¯+ 5 @tftrs 
1988, p. 9. See also Special Representative of the Commission on Human Rights, Interim report on the situation of human rights in the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, 13 October 1988, UN Doc. A/43/705, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/43/705, para. 49. 
115 Nm 16 L`x 0877+ rdudq`k oqhrnmdqr+ hmbktchmf @mntrghqu`m Knseh+ G`i`s Lng`ll`c Ontq `mc Gni`snkk`g L`­antch+ vdqd dwdbtsdc- Shey 
were buried in individual, unmarked graves in an abandoned area known as Khavaran in the south-east of Tehran. Anoushirvan Lotfi was a 
member of the Majority faction of Fadaiyan (Askariat); Hajat Mohammad Pour was a member of the Union of Iranian Communists 
'Dssdg`chdg Jnlnmhrsg`xdg Hq`m(: Gni`snkk`g L`­antch v`r `member of the PMOI. According to an official announcement on 29 May 
1988, a Revolutionary Court in Tehran had sentenced them to death for their work with opposition groups that the authorities branded as 
®sdqqnqhrs¯+ ®`msh-qdunktshnm`qx¯ `mc ®`msh-Hrk`lhb¯. See Ettelaat+ ®Sgqdd sdqqnqhrsr `eehkh`sdc vhsgmohareb [enemy of God] and molhed 
Z`sgdhrs\ fqntokdsr vdqd dwdbtsdc¯+ 18 L`x 0877+ o- 02: Rodbh`k Qdoqdrdms`shud ne sgd Bnllhrrhnm nm Gtl`m Qhfgsr+ Interim report on the 
situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, 13 October 1988, UN Doc. A/43/705, 
www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/43/705, para. 27. 
In late July 1988, at least another 12 prisoners held for politically motivated reasons were executed and 55 others were placed in solitary 
confinement in preparation for their execution. Three of those executed, all of whom were affiliated with various leftist groups, were 
identified as Kioumars Zarshenas, Sayed Azarang, Faramarz Soufi  'lhrs`jdmkx vqhssdm `r ®E`q`l`qy R`cdfgh¯ hm sgd Nbsnadq 0877 qdonqs ne
the UN Special Representative) and Rahim Hatefi. See Interim report on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
prepared by the Special  
Representative of the Commission on Human Rights in accordance with Commission resolution 1988/59 and Economic and Social Council 
decision 1988/137, 13 October 1988, UN Doc. A/43/705, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/43/705, para. 28; Justice for 
Iran, Unfinished Tales: Mothers and families of Khavaran, a three decade long search for truth and justice, September 2015, 
www.justice4iran.org/persian/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/unfinishedtale.pdf, pp. 30-21: @acnqq`gl`m Anqntl`mc Bdmsdq+ ®Nmd Odqrnm­r
Rsnqx9 Q`ghl G`sdeh¯+www.iranrights.org/memorial/story/-7381/rahim-hatefi 
Note that the name of Simin Farzin, included in the October 1988 report of the UN Special Representative, has not been included here as 
other information received by Amnesty International suggests that this execution took place at a later date, in May 1989, and concerned a 
vnl`m m`ldc E`sdldg Lnc`qdrh Sdgq`mh vgnrd `kh`r v`r Rhlhm nq E`qchm- Rdd Dee`s L`ga`y+ ®Sgd dwdbtshnm ne sgd fq`mcbghkc ne
@x`snkk`g Lnc`qdr Sdgq`mh ax ` rodbh`k nqcdq¯+ AAB Odqrh`m+ 17 I`mt`qx 1/01+
www.bbc.com/persian/iran/2012/01/120118_l44_tudeh_party_modaresi_tehrani  
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1988 by families in an abandoned area known as Khavaran in the south-east of Tehran where the authorities 
had buried individuals executed for politically motivated reasons since the early 1980s.116 

Following the suspension of the family visits, distraught families repeatedly went to prisons, various judicial 
institutions and other state bodies, but were turned away without receiving any concrete information. Some 
brought clothes, food, medicine and money, hoping to get a signed receipt from their imprisoned relatives as 
an indication that they were still alive. Prison officials often took the items without indicating whether the 
prisoner was dead or alive. 

In some places, officials falsely told families that their relative had been transferred to a prison in another 
province, leading the families, in many cases elderly parents, to undertake long and futile journeys. In other 
cases, the authorities insulted and abused families, and threatened that they would be arrested if they kept 
asking for information. Some families were detained for hours and interrogated.  

In Tehran, families of leftist prisoners tried to gather in front of parliament, but Revolutionary Guards violently 
dispersed them.117 They appealed to various authorities for information and raised their concerns about 
possible secret executions through submitting joint letters to the authorities.118 Their pleas were ignored.  

On 17 August 1988, a group of families held a sit-in outside the Palace of Justice in Tehran, which housed 
various judicial anchdr- Sgd mdws c`x+ Lng`ll`c Lntr`uh Animntqch+ ` ldladq ne Hq`m­r Rtoqdld Itchbh`k
Council, promised the families that those held in Gohardasht prison in Karaj, near Tehran, would be allowed 
to receive family visits within one to two weeks; families of those held in Evin prison in Tehran were told that 
they would receive further information soon.119 Both promises were broken. 

¬NOBODY HELPED US­ 

Esmat Talebi, who lost her husband, Majid 
Simiari, and her brother Adel Talebi during 
the mass killings of 1988, said that the 
officials approached by the families either 
provided very little or no information or 
refused to meet the distraught families at 
all.120 Nmd shld+ hm sgd oqhld lhmhrsdq­r neehbd+
an unknown official told them not to worry as 
leftist prisoners were safe and only PMOI 
oqhrnmdqr vntkc ad ®cd`ks vhsg¯- @s sghr rs`fd+
the families had no idea that mass executions 
were happening.  

Majid Simiari and Adel Talebi were serving 
lengthy terms in Evin prison and Gohardasht prison, respectively, in connection with their support of the 
Organization of Revolutionary Workers in Iran (Rah-e Kargar), a leftist opposition organization. Esmat 
Talebi said: 

®Vd sqhdc sn fn sn `kk sgd fnudqmldms anchdr vd bntkc sghmj ne- Vd vdms hm eqnms ne o`qkh`ldms+ sn sgd neehbe of 
[Speaker of Parliament Ali Akbar Hashemi] Rafsanjani. We handed in letters everywhere we went. We went to 
the office of the prime minister but they turned us away [so] we sat outside on the street and wrote a letter 
and gave it to [his] office. In the kdssdq+ vd vqnsd9 ¬Vd `qd e`lhkhdr ne onkhshb`k oqhrnmdqr `mc vd g`ud addm
barred from having visits with them. We want answers from you. Do something to stop the executions. 

 
116 According to information received by Amnesty International, witnesses have provided different dates when this mass grave was first 
discovered. @mntrghqu`m Knseh­r lnsgdq+ Enqntfg S`ia`jgrg+ rs`sdc hm ` ldch` hmsdquhdv vhsg ` l`f`yhmd+Baran, in 2007 or 2008 that she 
discovered the mass grave, along with some other families, on or shortly after 5 July 1988 when she was in Khavaran to mark the 40th day 
ne gdq rnm­r cd`sg: rddBaran Quarterly+ ®R`ddc @erg`q­r hmsdquhdv vhsg Enqntfg S`ia`jg¯+ Hrrtd 06-18 (2007-2008), p. 21. Human rights 
defender Reza Moinee, who lost his brother, Heibatollah Moinee, during the mass killings of July-September 1988, told Amnesty 
International that he has spoken to three witnesses in Iran who said the mass grave was first discovered on 29 July 1988.  
117 M`rdq Lng`idq+ ®Sgd Lnudldms ne sgd Lnsgdqr ne Jg`u`q`m¯+ Ahc`q`m+ 6 Itmd 1//8+www.bidaran.net/spip.php?article231  
118 Bidaran+ ®Sdws ne roddbg fhudm ax Lhg`m Qntrs` `s ` bnlldlnq`shud dudms hm Eq`mjetqs enq sgd uhbshlr ne sgd l`rr jhkkhmfr ne 0877¯+17 
September 2006, www.bidaran.net/spip.php?article117   
119 Naser Mohajer, ®Sgd Lnudldms ne sgd Lnsgdqr ne Jg`u`q`m¯+ Ahc`q`m+ 6 Itmd 1//8+www.bidaran.net/spip.php?article231 
120 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Esmat Talebi from Justice for Iran which conducted the interview with her in person. 

Esmat Talebi © Justice for Iran 

http://www.bidaran.net/spip.php?article231
http://www.bidaran.net/spip.php?article117
http://www.bidaran.net/spip.php?article231
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®Mdws+ vd vdms hm eqnms ne sgd o`qkh`ldms athkchmf- Sgdqd vdqd `ants 4/ ne tr `md we had planned to do a sit-in 
ats sgdx Zsgd neehbh`kr\ sqd`sdc tr rn g`qrgkx sg`s vd bntkcm­s--- sgd Qdunktshnm`qx Ft`qcr uhnkdmskx `ss`bjdc
and dispersed our gathering. There were elderly mothers among us.  

®Vd sgdm cdbhcdc sn fn sn sgd neehbd ne ZCdotsx Rtoqdld
Leader Hossein Ali] Montazeri in Qom. One group of families 
went in a bus but they were arrested...  

Around 15 of us decided to go in pairs and meet at the [bus] 
terminal in Qom and then we went to thd gnld ne Lnms`ydqh£
ZGhr\ gd`c ne rdbtqhsx snkc tr sg`s sgdx bntkcm­s rdd tr hm
person and that, if we wanted, we could write a letter, which 
they would deliver to him.  

We wrote the letter and he told us that one of the mothers and 
one of the fathers could go in. They went in and, in addition to 
delivering the letter [to him], they also gave [him] plenty of 
hmenql`shnm `ants sgd oqhrnmr `mc dwdbtshnmr£ 

Eventually, we ran out of places to turn to and were left 
gdkokdrr-¯121  

 
 

4.2 FAMILIES KEPT IN THE DARK 
From around late October, early November 1988, prison visits resumed across the country and judicial 
authorities and prison officials began telling many families verbally that their relatives had been executed. 
However, they provided no written declaration of death and did not return the bodies. Nor did they provide 
any information on the causes and circumstances of the killings, such as the details of charges and 
convictions. In most cases, the exact date of execution was not announced.  

In some cities and cases, the blackout lasted much longer. It took families many months, or even years, to 
find out whether their loved ones were dead or alive. In some cases, it appears that families were never told, 
even verbally, by the authorities that their loved ones had been killed. Instead, they learned the truth through 
survivors and other prisoners after they were released from prison. In these situations, prison officials and 
judicial authorities often claimed that they had no information about the prisoner, gave conflicting 
information, or said that the prisoner had been transferred to a different city and was banned from having 
visits until further notice.  

This abusive treatment left families in a state of constant anguish, uncertainty and disbelief. One former 
prisoner and survivor from Mashhad, Rasoul Showkati, told Amnesty International:  

®Ax k`sd Nbsnadq 0877 vgdm oqhrnm uhrhsr qdrtldc+ sgd mdvr ne sgd l`rr oqhrnmdq jhkkhmfr g`c roqd`c- Gnvdudq+
many families could just not fathom the brutality of the situation - that it was actually possible to suddenly take 
away and secretly kill a prisoner who had been in prison for seven or eight years serving a lengthy sentence. As a 
result, in the absence of any official announcement and proof of death, they were not prepared to kill the hope 
that someone from somewhere may give them some positive newr-¯122   

The agonizing wait caused many family members, especially elderly mothers and fathers, to experience 
various physical and mental health problems, including panic attacks, heart problems, high blood pressure, 
depression, delusions and suicidal tendencies.  

 
121 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Esmat Talebi from Justice for Iran which conducted the interview with her in person. 
122 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Rasoul Showkati from Justice for Iran, which conducted the interview with him by voice 
call. Amnesty International conducted two follow up interviews by voice call in October and November 2018. 
 

Drl`s S`kdah­r gtra`mc+ L`ihc Rhlh`qh+ 'qhfgs( `mc aqnsgdq @cdk
Talebi (left). © Private 
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¬THE MOTHER GRADUALLY LOST HER SANITY­ 

Asadollah Nabavi survived the mass killings of 
July-September 1988 in Semnan, Semnan 
province. In 1988, he was serving a lengthy 
term in the main prison there, imposed in 
connection with his support for the PMOI. He 
told Amnesty International that the suspension 
of family prison visits left many families on the 
®dcfd ne ` mdquntr aqd`jcnvm¯- 123  

 
He said he was transferred to solitary 
confinement in early August 1988 and held 
there incommunicado until December 1989, 

when he was moved to Evin prison. He described the distress of his family: 

®Lx e`sgdq rteedqdc ` gd`qs `ss`bj hm k`sd 0877- Sgd oqnrdbtsnq­r neehbd hm Rdlm`m vntkc sdkk ghl sg`s sgdx g`c
no information about me and direct him to Evin prison in Tehran. But at Evin prison, officials would say that 
sgdx vdqd mns `v`qd ne lx b`rd `mc qdedq ghl a`bj sn Rdlm`m-¯  

Asadollah Nabavi also described the anguish that the mother of one the victims in the prison in Semnan, 
Mohammad Reza Ahmadi, suffered: 

®Lng`ll`c Qdy`­r lnsgdq trdc sn aqhmf ghl b`qqnsr ctqhmf oqhrnm uhrhsr adb`trd gd g`c snkc gdq `ants ghr
deteriorating eyesight. I want to say this to show you how the system treated the families. For two whole years 
`esdq sgd l`rr`bqd+ sghr dkcdqkx lnsgdq jdos bnlhmf sn Rdlm`m­r oqhrnm dudqx Lnmc`x+ vhsg ` a`f ne b`qqnsr-
She would come all the way from Rikan village near Garmsar, which was about two hours away by bus. Each 
time, the prison officials told her that they had no information about her son and that she should go and come 
a`bj k`sdq- @r sghr cq`hmhmf oqnbdrr bnmshmtdc+ sgd lnsgdq fq`ct`kkx knrs gdq r`mhsx-¯  

 

¬MY FATHER SUFFERED A FATAL HEART ATTACK­ 

Ardeshir Sehat and his family spent months 
searching for his brother, Ardavan Sehat, after 
he was forcibly disappeared around late July 
1988 from the main prison in Ardabil, Ardabil 
province.124 Ardavan Sehat was serving a 
prison sentence imposed in connection with 
his support for the PMOI. Ardeshir Sehat told 
Amnesty International:  

®For months, they [the prison officials] lied to 
my family. Sometimes they said my brother had 
addm sq`mredqqdc sn S`aqhy­ oqhrnm: nsgdq shldr

they said he had been transferred to Evin prison. They deliberately kept my family in limbo. My father suffered 
a fatal heart attack and died in early 1989. My mother continued her desperate search, going from one city to 
another. In the end, she learned that he had been executed and buried in a mass grave in Ali Abad cemetery in 
@qc`ahk+ vghbg v`r `ants ` jhknldsqd `v`x eqnl ntq gntrd-¯ 125  

Ldgch @acnkq`ghlh+ vgn rtquhudc sgd l`rr jhkkhmfr `mc lds vhsg @qc`u`m Rdg`s­r e`lhkx `esdq gd v`r
released from prison  in early 1989, told Amnesty International that the authorities even arrested and 
cds`hmdc @qc`u`m Rdg`s­r lnsgdq enq rdudq`k c`xr hm nqcdq sn chrrt`cd gdq eqnl gdq rd`qbg- @bbnqchmf sn
Ldgch @acnkq`ghlh+ @qc`u`m Rdg`s­r lnsgdq chc mns kd`qm `ants sgd dwdbtshnm ne gdq rnm tmshk @oqil or 
May 1989.126  

 
123 Amnesty International interviewed Asadollah Nabavi in person in October 2017. 
124 Amnesty International interviewed Ardeshir Sehat in person in October 2017. 
125 Amnesty International interviewed Ardeshir Sehat in person in October 2017. 
126 Amnesty International interviewed Mehdi Abdolrahimi in person in November 2017. 

Asadollah Nabavi © Amnesty International 

Ardeshir Sehat © Amnesty International 
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4.3 CRUEL NOTIFICATION OF DEATH 
The manner in which the authorities notified families about the execution of their loved ones was vague, 
sudden and cruel, and generally included no information about the reasons for the executions or the causes 
and circumstances of the killings.  

Initially, prison officials informed relatives when they tried to visit their loved ones. This led to protests outside 
the prisons. In an apparent attempt to prevent such gatherings, the authorities began telephoning families to 
sdkk sgdl sn rdmc ` l`kd qdk`shud sn sgd oqhrnm hm sgdhq bhsx+ sgd oqnrdbtsnq­r neehbd+ sgd Qdunktshnm`qx Bntqs nq
` md`qax Qdunktshnm`qx Ft`qcr­ neehbd sn qdbdhud hmenql`shnm- Sgdqd+ sgdx vdqd snkc ne sgd dwdbtshnm by the 
officials, and generally, they were ordered not to hold a memorial ceremony. Many parents are reported to 
have collapsed or suffered serious physical and mental health conditions in reaction to this news.    

In many cases, relatives were sent from one room to another, forced to wait for long periods, and then 
suddenly given a bag that an official said contained the personal belongings of their dead relative. 
Sometimes, the bags contained the belongings of another prisoner or had misleading information written on 
them, which created uncertainty as to whether their loved ones had indeed died. For example, Rasoul 
Showkati, who survived the mass prisoner killings in Vakilabad prison in Mashhad, told Amnesty 
International about the case of Yaghoub Soleimani, who had addm otmhrgdc vhsg ®hmsdqm`k dwhkd¯ `mc
consequently transferred from Vakilabad prison in Mashhad to Gohardasht prison in Tehran prior to July 
1988.127 @esdq e`lhkx oqhrnm uhrhsr qdrtldc hm Sdgq`m hm k`sd Nbsnadq 0877+ X`fgnta Rnkdhl`mh­r lnsgdq v`r
given a a`f vghbg sgd `tsgnqhshdr r`hc bnms`hmdc gdq rnm­r adknmfhmfr- Gnvdudq+ nm sgd a`f+ sgd m`ld ne sgd
dwdbtshnm uhbshl v`r vqhssdm `r ®Xntrde¯ `mc mns ®X`fgnta¯ `mc sgd `tsgnqhshdr chc mns oqnuhcd sgd l`m­r
mother with any information to explain the error. Rasoul Showkati says that when he visited Yaghoub 
Rnkdhl`mh­r lnsgdq hm L`qbg 0878+ rgd v`r rshkk hm chradkhde `ants sgd cd`sg ne gdq rnm- 

In some cities, including Mashhad, Rasht and Ahvaz, families were not even given these last mementos. 
This situation aggravated the existing uncertainties of the families about the fate of their relatives and, after 
30 years, some of them, particularly elderly mothers, still struggle to believe that their loved ones are indeed 
dead. 

 

¬HERE IS YOUR RNM­R A@F: VD G@UD DWDBUTED HIM­ 

Jae`q K`­kh­r aqnsgdq+ I`lrghc K`­kh, had been 
in prison in Khorramabad, Lorestan province, 
for several years when he was forcibly 
disappeared in late July 1988 and 
extrajudicially executed.128 He was imprisoned 
in connection with his support for the PMOI.  

I`e`q K`­kh qdl`hmr rsqtbj ax sgd bqtdk v`x hm
which the authorities informed his father of 
the execution of his brother in late 1988.  

He told Amnesty International:  

®The Revolutionary Guards summoned my father 
to their office in Boroujerd [Lorestan province]. There, he was taken into a room and sat on a chair. An official 
sgdm v`kjdc hm+ ots ` a`f nm ghr cdrj `mc r`hc9 ¬Gdqd hr xntq rnm­r a`f: vd g`ud dwdbtsdc ghl- Mnv s`jd ghr
rstee `mc fds nts-­ Sgd neehbh`k `krn snkc lx e`sgdq+ ¬Xnt `qd mns `kknvdc sn s`kj `ants sghr `mxvgdqd nq `ssdlos
sn knb`sd ghr fq`ud- Xnt ltrs mns gnkc ` bdqdlnmx dhsgdq-­ Hs v`r qd`kkx hmgtl`md+ sgd rtccdm v`x hm vghbg
they told my father. I think he passed out in their office for a while-¯ 129  

 

 
127 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Rasoul Showkati from Justice for Iran, which conducted the interview with him by voice 
call. Amnesty International conducted two follow up interviews by voice call in October and November 2018. 
128 Amnesty International intervievdc I`e`q K`­kh hm odqrnm hm Nbsnadq 1/06- 
129 @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k hmsdquhdvdc I`e`q K`­kh hm odqrnm hm Nbsnadq 1/06- 

I`e`q K`­kh Ã @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k 
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¬NO QUESTIONS ALLOWED. GET LOST OR WE WILL ARREST YOU TOO­ 

Fateldg Rg`qhe­r aqnsgdqr+ @kh `mc G`rr`m Rg`qhe+ vdqd
serving lengthy terms in a prison in Babol, Mazandaran 
province, in connection with their support for the PMOI. 130  

They were forcibly disappeared in late July 1988. She told 
Amnesty International that for weeks her mother went to the 
prison, but each time, officials said the visit had been 
deferred to the following week.  

In early September 1988, a prison official told Fatemeh 
Rg`qhe­r mother that she could no longer have visits, 
indicating that they were dead.  

Fatemeh Sharif said that the official then handed a 
vqhrsv`sbg sn gdq lnsgdq+ r`xhmf hs v`r gdq rnm­r- Vgdm rgd
`rjdc enq gdq rnmr­ anchdr+ sgd neehbh`k xdkkdc+ ®Mn ptdrshnmr
`kknvdc- Fds knrs nq dkrd vd vhkk `qqdrs xnt snn-¯ 131 

 

 

¬MY MOTHER ASKED TO VISIT MY FATHER. THEY GAVD GDQ SGD KNB@SHNM NE GHR FQ@UD­ 

Fgnk`l`kh Lhqy` Lng`ll`ch­r e`sgdq+ Lng`ll`c Lhqy`
Mohammadi, was serving a lengthy prison term in the main 
prison in Arak, Arak province, in connection with his 
support for the PMOI, when he was forcibly disappeared in 
late July 1988 and extrajudicially executed.132 He told 
Amnesty International that after three decades, his mother 
remains traumatized by the cruel way in which the 
authorities informed her of the execution of his father in 
August 1988. He said: 

®Hm @tftrs 0877+ lx mother went to an office in Arak that was 
qtm ax sgd Qdunktshnm`qx Ft`qcr `mc oqhrnmdqr­ e`lhkhdr g`c sn
approach to obtain a written permit to visit their relatives in 
prison. The guards blindfolded my mother before entering the 
premises of the building, which was at the end of a garden, 
and took her to an office where she was received by an 
official sitting behind a dark glass screen. There, my mother 
asked for a visitation permit. In response, the official gave her 

from behind the glass screen a piece oe o`odq `mc r`hc+ ¬Vhsg
sghr o`odq+ xnt b`m o`x uhrhsr sn xntq gtra`mc vgdmdudq xnt vhrg-­ Nm sgd o`odq+ sgd knb`shnm cds`hkr ne `
grave in Behesht Zahra cemetery in Arak was written. My mother fainted as soon as this happened. The 
officials then drove her to a nearby hospital, dropped her there and lied to the nurses there that they had 
entmc gdq hm sgd rsqdds-¯ 133 

 

 
130 Amnesty International interviewed Fatemeh Sharif in person in October 2017. 
131 Amnesty International interviewed Fatemeh Sharif in person in October 2017. 
132 Amnesty International interviewed Gholamali Mirza Mohammadi by voice call in October 2018.  
133 Amnesty International interviewed Gholamali Mirza Mohammadi by voice call in October 2018.  

Fatemeh Sharif © Amnesty International 

Mohammad Mirza Mohammadi © Private 
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¬30 YEARS ON, HIS MOTHER IS STIKK V@HSHMF ENQ GHL SN BNLD A@BJ­ 

Eyy`s G`ahamdi`c­r gtra`mc+ Ldgch Fg`q`hdd+ v`r rdquhmf
a lengthy prison term in Vakilabad prison in Mashhad in 
connection with his support for the PMOI when he was 
forcibly disappeared in late July 1988. 134 Ezzat Habibnejad 
said that the family had no information about his fate and 
whereabouts until early November 1988 when her father-
in-k`v qdbdhudc ` b`kk eqnl sgd oqnrdbtsnq­r neehbd hm sgdhq
hometown, Bojnourd, and told to go there. Once there, she 
said, an official told her father-in-law that his son had been 
executed, asked him to sign a paper undertaking not to 
hold a funeral ceremony, and warned that if they made any 
mnhrd+ hs vntkc bqd`sd ®sqntakd¯ ansg enq ghl `mc ghr nsgdq
son. Despite their repeated requests, Ezzat Habibnejad said 
the authorities refused to reveal where they had buried her 
husband or return his personal effects.  
 

As a result, she told Amnesty International that her mother-
in-law remains in agony and disbelief that her son is dead:  

®Sgdx f`ud tr mnsghmf+ `arnktsdkx mnsghmf- Mns itrs sn tr- Mnmd
of the relatives in Mashhad received the belongings of their 
qdk`shudr£ Hs v`r g`qc enq `kk ne tr sn e`sgnl sgd mdvr `mc
`bbdos vg`s g`c g`oodmdc£ R`ckx+ 2/ xd`qr nm+ lx lnsgdq-
in-law is still waiting for Mehdi to come back. Whenever the 
phone rings, she jumps for it saying it might be Mehdi. When 
the doorbell rings, she says it might be Mehdi. She just has not 
been able to accept it [his death]. She still says Mehdi is alive 
and if he had died, they [the officials] would have returned his 
ancx nq ghr adknmfhmfr-¯ 135 

Ezzat Habibnejad said that in the early 1990s, as the 
emotional situation of her mother-in-law worsened, her 
father-in-k`v `ood`kdc sn sgd oqnrdbtsnq­r neehbd hm Animntqc
sn oqnuhcd ghl vhsg ` vqhssdm cdbk`q`shnm ne ghr rnm­r cd`sg
hoping that this would enable his wife to find closure. After 
several follow-to qdptdrsr+ rgd r`hc+ sgd oqnrdbtsnq­r
office gave her father-in-law a reference letter and referred 
him to the office of the National Organization for Civil 
Registration in Bojnourd. Ultimately, in December 1995, a 
death certificate was issued. However, Ezzat Habibnejad said that this did not provide her mother-in-law 
with any certainty, particularly because the death certificate was incomplete: it provided no cause of 
death and recorded 1988 as the date of death without any day or month.  

 
In some cases, the authorities stirred false hopes in families that their relatives were alive. For example, in 
Ahvaz, dozens of families received a telephone call from the office of the Revolutionary Guards in Ahvaz in 
mid-November 1988 and were told that a male relative had to go immediately to their office to receive 
information about their relative. Cruelly, the families were told to bring food, which raised false hopes that 
their relatives were alive. Once there, officials of the Revolutionary Guards took them to a barren piece of 
land outside the city, showed them a concrete slab, and said that their relatives were underneath it. The 
authorities refused to provide further information. Families believe that the authorities had poured concrete 
over the mass grave immediately after the burial in order to prevent them digging up the ground to confirm 
the deaths and identify and recover the bodies of their loved ones.136 

 
134 Amnesty International interviewed Ezzat Habibnejad by video call in February 2018 
135 Amnesty International interviewed Ezzat Habibnejad by video call in February 2018 
136 As of October 2018, the Iranian authorities were building a road over this mass grave. Around 20 July 2018, photo and video evidence 
surfaced that showed that the concrete structure marking the mass grave, as well as dozens of nearby individual graves which belonged to 
political dissidents executed in the early 1980s, had been smashed to pieces. For more information, see Amnesty International+ ®Hq`m9 Qn`c
sn ad athks nudq hmchuhct`k `mc l`rr fq`udr¯+ 15 Itkx 1/07 'Hmcdw9MDE 13/8828/2018).  

Ezzat Habibnejad with her husband Mehdi Gharaiee and their 
daughter. © Private 

A copy of the death certificate issued for Mehdi Gharaiee.  
© Private 
 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/8828/2018/en/
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4.4 MISLEADING INFORMATION 
In the months and years following late July 1988, some families were given contradictory information about 
the fate of their loved ones, with officials first saying that the prisoner had been executed and then declaring 
them alive, or vice versa. This meant families kept going to different government offices and seeking contacts 
in their search for accurate information.  

Two former prisoners, Asadollah Nabavi from Semnan, central Iran, and Rasoul Showkati from Mashhad, 
north-eastern Iran, told Amnesty International that, in the years following the mass prisoner killings, some 
families received false information via mysterious phone calls from men believed to be affiliated with security 
and intelligence bodies. The men provided various false information, such as that their relatives were alive 
but had moved abroad, or had been transferred to a remote prison or an infamous island in the Persian Gulf 
where individuals convicted of drug-related offences were held in squalid camps in the 1980s.137 These 
phone calls aggravated the uncertainty of families and made them doubt that their relatives had indeed died.  

Asadollah Nabavi told Amnesty International about two families in Semnan who had received such phone 
calls in the late 1980s.138 The unidentified caller said that their relatives were alive in a remote military camp 
between Garmsar and Varamin in Semnan province where prisoners of the Iran-Iraq war used to be held. 
Asadollah Nabavi said: ®Sghr v`r sgdhq v`x ne snqstqhmf e`lhkhdr `mc oqdudmshmfthem from knowing what 
dw`bskx g`c g`oodmdc- Sgdx ld`ms sn sgqnv e`lhkhdr hmsn tmbdqs`hmsx-¯139 

 

¬TGDX SNQSTQDC E@LHKHDR LDMS@KKX­ 

Rasoul Showkati was imprisoned in Vakilabad prison in 
Mashhad during the mass prisoner killings of 1988.140 He 
had been in prison since the early 1980s in connection 
with his support for the Organization of Revolutionary 
Workers in Iran (Rah-e Kargar), a secular leftist opposition 
organization.  

After his release in March 1989, he contacted the families 
of some of his former cell mates who he understood had 
been secretly executed during the July-September prisoner 
killings. As a result, he realized the authorities were 
inflicting further pain on the families by giving them 
conflicting information.  

Rasoul Showkati referred to the case of Ali Mirshahi who 
had been in prison since the early 1980s in connection 
with his support for the PMOI. He was 19 years old at the 
time of his arrest.  

Q`rntk Rgnvj`sh r`hc sg`s+ vgdm gd uhrhsdc @kh Lhqrg`gh­r
family in March 1989, the authorities had not yet given the 
family any clear information on whether Ali Mirshahi was 
dead or alive.  

 

A stranger believed to be affiliated with the intelligence and security bodies had called his family a few 
times and indicated that their son was alive and had been transferred from Vakilabad prison in Mashhad 
to a prison in Shahroud in Semnan province.  

The family went to Shahroud only to learn that their son was not there.  

 

 
137 @lhq Jh`montq+ ®Sgd Hrk`lhb Qdotakhb ne b`lor9 Rdfldmsr ne ` entq cdb`cd knmf gnkx ehfgs `f`hmrs `cchbshnm¯+ Q`chn Y`l`mdg+ 17 
December 2015, www.radiozamaneh.com/252989 
138 Amnesty International interviewed Asadollah Nabavi in person in October 2017. The names of the families have been withheld to protect 
their security. 
139 Amnesty International interviewed Asadollah Nabavi in person in October 2017. 
140 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Rasoul Showkati from Justice for Iran, which conducted the interview with him by voice 
call. Amnesty International conducted two follow up interviews by voice call in October and November 2018. 

Ali Mirshahi © Private 

https://www.radiozamaneh.com/252989
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¬THEY THREATENED TO ARREST HIS MOTGDQ HE RGD BNMSHMTDC GDQ RD@QBG­ 

Mohammad Hoshi survived the mass prisoner 
killings of July-September 1988 in Dastgerd 
prison in Esfahan.141 He had been in prison 
since 1981 in connection with his support for 
the Minority faction of Fadaiyan, a secular 
leftist political organization. He was 17 years 
old at the time of his arrest. Following his 
release in February 1989, he contacted the 
family of one of his closest friends in prison, 
Sirous Asgari, and discovered that the 
authorities had kept his family in the dark as 
to his fate and whereabouts.  
 

 

Mohammad Hoshi told Amnesty International that in d`qkx Rdosdladq 0877+ Rhqntr @rf`qh­r e`lhkx g`c
qdbdhudc ` b`kk eqnl sgd oqnrdbtsnq­r neehbd hm Dre`g`m r`xhmf sg`s sgdhq rnm g`c addm dwdbtsdc- Rdudq`k
weeks later, they received another call from the same office saying that a mistake had been made and 
Sirous Asgari was alive. The family spent weeks trying to find more information. Ultimately, they learned 
through a well-connected contact that Sirous Asgari had been executed.  

Nudq sgd enkknvhmf lnmsgr+ sgd e`lhkx qdod`sdckx vdms sn sgd oqnrdbtsnq­r neehbe in Esfahan to find out 
vgdqd Rhqntr @rf`qh v`r atqhdc- Lng`ll`c Gnrgh r`hc sg`s gd k`rs ronjd sn Rhqntr @rf`qh­r lnsgdq hm
April 1990 before he left Iran and by then she had been forced to end her search as the authorities had 
threatened her with imprisonment if she persisted. 

4.5 DEATH CERTIFICATES: DENIED OR FALSIFIED  
The systematic concealment of the fate of the victims and location of their remains also involved not 
providing families with death certificates142 `mc qdronmchmf sn e`lhkhdr­ qdptdrsr enq cd`sg bdqshehb`sdr ax
issuing ones that are in many cases inaccurate, misleading or incomplete about the causes, circumstances 
and dates of the death.    

The vast majority of families interviewed by Amnesty International said that they did not think of seeking 
death certificates owing to the climate of fear and shock, and the refusal of the authorities, in general, to 
provide information. Research conducted by Amnesty International suggests that some relatives also did not 
seek death certificates as a conscious act of resistance because the authorities had refused to return the 
bodies and clarify the causes and circumstances of the killings.  

Families who applied for death certificates generally did so to resolve administrative and legal difficulties. A 
few families said they sought death certificates in an attempt to end the debilitating uncertainty that they 
experienced about whether their imprisoned relative was dead or alive. In these cases, the authorities often 
included falsified details on the death certificates.  

Amnesty International obtained the death certificates of nine individuals who were executed during the mass 
prisoner killings of July-September 1988 (see table 2). For one of the victims, Sayed Morteza 
Mirmohammadi, two contradictory death certificates were issued.  

Only two of the 10 bdqshehb`sdr qdbnqc sgd b`trd ne cd`sg `r dwdbtshnm: rhw bhsd ®m`stq`k¯ b`trdr nq rhlokx
®cd`sg¯+ vghkd svn oqnuhcd mn b`trd- Nmkx nmd ne sgd cd`sg bdqshehb`sdr qdbnqcr sgd ok`bd ne cd`sg: sgd nsgdq
nine do not even include this as a category. Regarding the date of death, a full date is given in eight cases, 
while, in one case, only the year is provided and, in another, the c`sd hr qdbnqcdc `r ®tmjmnvm¯- Hm `s kd`rs
three of the eight certificates where a full date is given, the recorded dates (20 September, 2 October and 22 

 
141 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Mohammad Hoshi from Justice for Iran, which conducted the interview with him in 
person. Amnesty International conducted two follow-up interviews with Mohammad Hoshi by voice call in October and November 2018.  
142 See International Committee of the Red Cross, Guidelines for investigating deaths in custody, October 2013, 
www.icrc.org/eng/assets/files/publications/icrc-002-4126.pdf, p. 25. 

Mohammad Hoshi © Justice for Iran 

https://www.icrc.org/eng/assets/files/publications/icrc-002-4126.pdf
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October) are later than the period of late July-early September when survivors say mass executions took 
place in Evin and Gohardasht prisons in Tehran.143 This raises concerns that they may be inaccurate. 

International standards require that where a state agent has caused the death of a person in custody, the 
death must be immediately reported to an independent and impartial body for a prompt, impartial, and 
effective investigation into the circumstances and causes of the death. This is regardless of whether the 
relatives of the deceased have requested such an investigation. States are also under the obligation to 
oqnuhcd sgd cdbd`rdc­r mdws ne jhm vhsg `kk qdkdu`ms cnbtldms`shnm hmbktchmf ` bnlokdsd cd`sg bdqshehb`sd-144 

 

TABLE 2: SUMMARY OF INFORMATION IN DEATH CERTIFICATES OF NINE VICTIMS OF MASS PRISONER 

KILLINGS OF 1988  

 

NO. NAME 
CAUSE OF 
DEATH 

DATE OF DEATH PLACE OF DEATH 

1 Ali Asghar Zighami Death 20 September 1988 [No such category] 

2 Ghorban Ali Shokri Natural 11 September 1988 [No such category] 

3 Sayed Morteza Mirmohammadi 

[issued two conflicting certificates] 

1) Death 

2) [Left Blank]  

1) 3 September 1988 

2) Unknown 

1) [No such 
category] 

2) Azna, Lorestan 
province 

4 [Name withheld by Amnesty 
International] 

Execution 31 July 1988 [No such category] 

5 [Name withheld by Amnesty 
International] 

Execution 9 August 1988 [No such category] 

6 Mahmoud Behkish Death 22 October 1988 [No such category] 

7 Mehdi Gharayee [Left blank] 1988 [Day and month left 
blank] 

[No such category] 

8 Mohsen Delijani Death 21 August 1988 [No such category] 

9 Asghar Mahboub  Natural 2 October 1988 [No such category] 

 

 
 

 
143 See Iraj Mesdaghi, Dance of the Phoenixes and Song of the Ash (Raqs-e Qoqnus-ha Va Avaz Khakestar), 2011, p. 78, and Abdorrahman 
Boroumand Center, The Massacre of Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988, report of an inquiry, 18 April 2011, 
www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry, p. 4. 
144 Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Revision of the UN Manual on the Effective Prevention and 
Investigation of Extra-Legal, Arbitrary and Summary Executions (the Minnesota Protocol) 2017, 
www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/MinnesotaProtocol.pdf, para. 17. 
 

https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/MinnesotaProtocol.pdf
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¬VD RSHKK @RJ VGX­ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ali Asghar Zighami was held in Evin prison and executed during the mass killings of July-September 
1988. At the time of his enforced disappearance in late July, he was about two months from completing 
his sentence, which had been imposed in connection with his support for the Majority faction of 
Fadaiyan, a secular leftist political organization. In late 1988, the officials at Evin prison told his family that 
he had been executed. The authorities provided no additional information, nor did they return his body. 
Several months later, in 1989, the authorities issued a death certificate, which @kh @rfg`q Yhfg`lh­r e`lhkx
needed for administrative purposes. The death certificate, which was given to his family in Evin Prison, 
made no reference to his execution im oqhrnm- Hmrsd`c+ hs bhsdc sgd b`trd ne ghr cd`sg `r ®cd`sg¯-Three 
cdb`cdr nm+ @kh @rfg`q Yhfg`lh­r vhed `mc bghkcqdm bnmshmtd sn rteedq eqnl ogxrhb`k `mcmental health 
conditions brought about by his extrajudicial execution `mc sgd `tsgnqhshdr­ bnmshmtdd refusal to shed light 
on his fate and reveal the location of his remains.  

His wife, Mina Labadi, told Amnesty International:®H mddc sn jmnv sgd qd`k b`trd ne lx gtra`mc­r
cd`sg£ @esdq `kk sgdrd xd`qr+ lxchildren and I remain in disbelief. We have not yet been able to come to 
sdqlr vhsg ghr knrr `mc rshkk `rj vgx-¯145  

 
 

 
145 Amnesty International interviewed Mina Labadi by voice call in October 2018.  

A copy of the death certificate issued for Ali Asghar Zighami.  
© Private 

Ali Asghar Zighami © Private 
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THE AUTHORITIES CLAIMED HE DIED ¬NATURALLY­ 

Ghorban Ali Shokri was forcibly disappeared in late 
July 1988 while in Gohardasht prison in Karaj and 
extrajudically executed. At the time, he was serving a 
sentence imposed in connection with his support for 
Sahand, a communist group. He had been arrested in 
August 1985 with his wife and child, who also spent 
four years in prison.  

Following his enforced disappearance, his wife 
repeatedly wrote to prison officials, asking for 
information and requesting a copy of his last letter of 
wishes if he was dead. Her letters remained 
unanswered.  

In the early 1990s, the authorities finally issued a death 
certificate that noted 11 September 1988 as the date of 
death. The death certificate stated that he had died 
®m`stq`kkx¯ `mc l`cd mn qdedqdmbd sn sgd e`bs sg`s gd
had been executed in prison.  

This information contradicts an official letter that his 
wife had obtained a year earlier as part of her 
application for social assistance, and that confirmed 
that Ghorban Ali Shokri had been executed in 1988. 

 
 

Ghorban Ali Shokri © Private 
 

A copy of the death certificate issued for Ghorban Ali Shokri.  
© Private 
 

A copy of an official letter stating that Ghorban Ali Shokri was 
executed in 1988 and his wife had requested social assistance.  
© Private 
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CONFLICTING DEATH CERTIFICATES 

Sayed Morteza Mirmohammadi was extrajudicially executed 
in Evin prison during the mass killings of July-September 
1988. At the time of his enforced disappearance in late July, 
he was serving a lengthy prison term imposed in connection 
with his support for the PMOI.  

The authorities provided the family with two contradictory 
death certificates.146 The first, issued in 1989 or 1990, cited 
®cd`sg¯ `r sgd b`trd ne cd`sg `mc bk`hldc sg`s hs nbbtqqdc
on 3 September 1988 even though survivors from Tehran 
have said that the wave of mass executions targeting PMOI 
prisoners in Evin prison took place between late July and 
mid-August.147  

The second death certificate, issued about 10 years later in 
1999 or 2000, left the box related to the cause of death 
ak`mj `mc rs`sdc sg`s sgd c`sd ne cd`sg v`r ®tmjmnvm¯- Hs
identified the city of Azna in Lorestan province, south-
western Iran, as the place of death even though Sayed 
Morteza Mirmohammadi was known to be in Evin prison in 
Tehran until late July 1988, when he disappeared. 

 

In researching the issue of death certification, Amnesty International also obtained information suggesting 
that, while the Iranian authorities generally refrained from issuing death certificates automatically, in some 
cases they put pressure on families to hand over the original national identity booklet (shenasnameh) of their 
executed relative to the authorities for annulment and sign statements declaring that the death was caused 
by illness or natural causes.  

Lng`ll`c Y`mc­r aqnsgdq Qdy` Y`mc v`r dwdbtsdc ctqhmf sgd l`rr jhkkhmfr hm Sdgq`m- @s sgd shld ne ghr 
enforced disappearance in late July 1988, he was serving a prison term imposed in connection with his 

 
146 The circumstances that led to the authorities issuing two different certificates are not clear to Amnesty International.  
147 See section 7.2. See also Abdorrahman Boroumand Center, The Massacre of Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988, report of an inquiry, 18 
April 2011, www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry, pp. 45-61. 

Sayed Morteza Mirmohammadi © Private 
 

Copies of the two death certificates issued for Sayed Morteza Mirmohammadi, who was subjected to enforced disappearance and extrajudicially killed during 
the mass prisoner killings of July-September 1988 in Evin prison in Tehran. © Private 
 

https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry
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support for the PMOI. He told Amnesty International that, vgdm sgd oqnrdbtsnq­r neehbd hm Duhm oqhrnm
informed his father of the execution of his brother in late 1988, they put pressure on his father to submit his 
rnm­r m`shnm`k hcdmshsx annjkds sn sgd `tsgnqhshdr enq mtkkhehb`shnm `mc oqnlhrdc sg`s, if he complied with the 
request, he would be told where his son had been buried. Mohammad Zand said that his father did not 
comply with the request because the authorities were refusing to acknowledge in writing that the death 
qdrtksdc eqnl dwdbtshnm `mc v`msdc ghl sn rhfm ` o`odq sg`s rs`sdc Qdy` Y`mc g`c ®o`rrdc `v`x-¯148 
Mohammad Zand said that his father loudly protested against this attempt by the authorities to falsify the 
cds`hkr ne ghr aqnsgdq­r cd`sg: hm qdronmrd+ sgd `tsgnqhshdr `qahsq`qhkx cds`hmdc ghr e`sgdq enq sgqdd c`xr `mc
subjected him to torture and other ill-treatment, including multiple mock executions.  

Amnesty International also interviewed the sibling of an execution victim149 whose father had received 
several official letters and phone calls eqnl sgd oqnrdbtsnq­r neehbd hm Duhm oqhrnm hm k`sd 0877 `mc 0878+
`rjhmf ghl sn b`kk ` l`m ax sgd m`ld ne ®I`adqh¯ hmthe office by a certain date to arrange an appointment 
for the purpose of ®bk`qhexhmf sgd rs`str ne sgd cdbd`rdc¯ `mcannulling their national identity booklet. The 
e`lhkx ldladq r`hc sg`s+ `s sgd oqnrdbtsnq­r neehbd hm Duhm oqhrnm+ sgdhq e`sgdq v`r snkc sn rhfm ` o`odq sg`s
stated his son had died at home from illness. The authorities promised that, if he signed the statement, he 
would be told where his son had been buried. The father did not accept the request.  

 

However, not every family had the option of refusing to accept the falsification of sgdhq qdk`shud­rdeath record. 
Some had to accept in order to resolve pressing legal and administrative issues affecting their and their 
bghkcqdm­r `bbdrr sn dctb`shnm+ gd`ksg b`qd+ gntrhmf+ sq`udk cnbtldmsr `mc nsgdq rnbh`k rdquhbdr- Sghr
inflicted additional pain on families. 

 

 
148 Amnesty International interviewed Mohammad Zand in person in March 2018 and conducted a follow up interview by voice call in 
September 2018.  
149 The name of the family member has been withheld to protect their security. Amnesty International interviewed this person through 
secure messaging applications to ask questions and receive information from witnesses based inside Iran. These individuals requested 
anonymity due to fear of reprisal. 

Copy of a follow-to kdssdq rdms ax sgd oqnrdbtsnq­r neehbd hm Duhm oqhrnm sn ` e`lhkx `rjhmf sgdl sn b`kk ®I`adqh¯ ax 03 Itmd 088/ sn `qq`mfdan appointment to 
®bk`qhex sgd rs`str ne sgd cdbd`rdc¯- Sgdletter lists several identification documents that the family had to bring, including the national identity booklet of the 
deceased. The letter threatens that if the family does not act as instructed, the file of the deceased will be closed and no further complaint will be allowed. 
Names have been redacted by Amnesty International for security reasons. © Private 
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HIS HOME ADDRESS IS RECORDED AS PLACE OF DEATH  

Khatereh Mnhmdd­r aqnsgdq Gdha`snkk`g Lnhmdd v`r
executed during the mass prisoner killings in Evin prison in 
Tehran.150 At the time of his enforced disappearance in July 
1988, he was serving a prison term imposed in connection 
with his support for the Majority faction of Fadaiyan, a 
secular leftist political organization.  

In the late 1980s, his family needed to annul his national 
identity booklet in order to resolve an administrative issue 
related to securing a passport for his wife. When referring to 
the office of the National Organization for Civil Registration 
in Tehran to file the application for annulment, the family 
was asked to a sign a paper stating that Heibatollah Moinee 
g`c chdc ne ®m`stq`k b`trdr¯- Sgd `mmtkldms hcdmshehdc sgd
address of his home at the time of arrest as the place of 
death.  

Khatereh Moinee told Amnesty International: 

®Lx lnsgdq q`hrdc gdq unhbd `mc oqnsdrsdc+ ¬Vg`s hr sghr> Lx
bghkc v`r gdqd hm xntq btrsncx-­ Sgd neehbh`k r`hc+ ¬Cn xnt
v`ms sgd bdqshehb`sd nq mns>­ Rgd r`hc, ¬Xes­. He then said, ¬Rn
sign here or I will tear it up right now-­¯151  

Khatereh Moinee remembers her mother crying uncontrollably while leaving the office. 

 

 
150 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Khatereh Moinee from Justice for Iran, which conducted an interview with her in person. 
Amnesty International conducted additional interviews in person and by voice call in October 2018.  
151 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Khatereh Moinee from Justice for Iran, which conducted an interview with her in person. 
Amnesty International conducted additional interviews in person and by voice call in October 2018.  

Effat Moridi (known as Mother Moinee) with the picture of her son 
Heibatollah Moinee. © Private 
 

Copy of the annulled national identity booklet of Heibatollah Moinee. © Private 
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5. HIDING THE BODIES  

®Vd `qd deedbshudkx e`bdc vhsg ` rhst`shnm vgdqd sgntr`mds 
of bodies have ¬chr`ood`qdc­.̄  
Hassan Golzari, survivor of the mass prisoner killings of July-September 1988152  

5.1 SECRET BURIALS  
The Iranian authorities secretly buried the remains of the victims of the enforced disappearances and 
extrajudicial executions in July-September 1988 in unmarked individual or mass graves and, in most cases, 
refused to inform families about the locations. For the past three decades, those locations have been treated 
as a state secret. 

Amnesty International is aware of only five cities - Ahvaz, Ardabil, Ilam, Mashhad and Rudsar - where the 
authorities ultimately told some families verbally that their loved ones were buried in mass graves and 
revealed their locations. However, publicly and officially, the authorities have never acknowledged that any 
mass graves exist in the country.   

In Ilam, families were only able to confirm the information given to them by opening the mass grave 
discreetly and away from the eyes of intelligence and security services. As a result, they were not able to 
extract and rebury the bodies individually (see section 5.3).  

In Ardabil, the mother of an execution victim, Ardavan Sehat, managed to obtain an exhumation licence. 
Following the exhumation of the mass grave, which was located in a cemetery called Ali Abad in Ardabil, the 
bodies of Ardavan Sehat and three or four other prisoners were extracted and reburied individually. Families 
rtardptdmskx hmrs`kkdc gd`crsnmdr ats @qc`u`m Rdg`s­r aqnsgdq+ @qcdrghq Rdg`s+ snkc @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k
that intelligence and security officials repeatedly broke and destroyed them. The whereabouts of several 
other prisoners who were serving prison terms in Ardabil prison prior to the mass enforced disappearances 
of July 1988 remain unknown.153   

In Ahvaz, the authorities poured concrete over the mass grave immediately after the burial in an apparent 
effort to prevent families from digging up the ground.154 In Mashhad and Rudsar, the sites were placed 
under strict surveillance, preventing families from even holding a gathering let alone conducting 
exhumations. As of October 2018, all these three sites were at risk of being destroyed completely by the 
construction of roads and buildings.155  

Amnesty International is also aware of at least seven cities - Bandar Anzali, Esfahan, Hamedan, Masjed 
Soleiman, Shiraz, Semnan and Tehran - where the authorities referred some families to individual graves that 

 
152 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Hassan Golzari from Justice for Iran, which conducted an interview with him in person.  
153 Landscape of pain+ ®@qc`ahk¯+www.painscapes.com/cities/516  
154 See Amnesty International and Justice for Iran, Criminal cover-up: Iran destroying mass graves of victims of 1988 killings (Index: MDE 
13/8259/2018), pp. 9-11.  
155 Enq @gu`y `mc L`rgg`c+ rdd @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 Qn`c sn ad athks nudq hmchuhct`k `mc l`rr fq`udr¯+ 15 Itkx 1/07 'Hmcex: MDE 
13/8828/2018); Amnesty International and Justice for Iran, Criminal cover-up: Iran destroying mass graves of victims of 1988 killings 
(Index: MDE 13/8259/2018), pp. 9-15. See Landscape of pain+ ®Qtcr`q¯+www.painscapes.com/city-
category/18?city=%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%B1  

http://www.painscapes.com/cities/516
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/8259/2018/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/8259/2018/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/8828/2018/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/8828/2018/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/8259/2018/en/
http://www.painscapes.com/city-category/18?city=%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%B1
http://www.painscapes.com/city-category/18?city=%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%B1
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they claimed contained the bodies of their loved ones. However, the organization is aware of concerns 
among many survivors and family members that the authorities may have deceived them, particularly in 
Tehran, Shiraz and Bandar Anzali, and the individual graves may in fact be empty (see section 5.2).  

In the rest of the country, families have either remained in darkness or managed to identify, through low-
level prison guards, informal government contacts, cemetery workers or locals in the area, among others, 
locations that are suspected of containing the remains of the victims in mass graves.156 Amnesty 
International is aware of two cases - Qorveh, in Kurdistan province, western Iran and Khavaran in the south-
east of Tehran - where the families were able to confirm the presence of mass graves by digging the ground 
and extracting body parts (see section 5.3). 

The Iranian authorities have never acknowledged the existence of any mass grave in the country, yet they 
have put most suspected and confirmed mass graves sites under close surveillance and prevented families 
and members of the public from holding commemorative gatherings at the sites or decorating them with 
flowers, pictures and memorial messages. In several cases, the authorities have also poured concrete on the 
site.157 All this has created a climate of fear where families are too scared to apply for exhumation licences 
and search for bodies believed to be buried in mass graves.  

 

In more recent years, the climate of fear and secrecy has been reinforced by activities aimed at destroying 
suspected and confirmed mass grave sites, including by bulldozing the sites; hiding the sites beneath new, 
individual burial plots; and constructing concrete slabs, buildings or roads over them.158 In at least one case, 
Amnesty International is aware that the destruction of the mass grave sites was undertaken by a judicial 
order (see the case of Qorveh in section 5.3). 

 

 
156 For more information on the history and current status of some of these suspected mass grave sites, see Landscape of pain+ ®Jg`u`q`m¯+
www.painscapes.com/cities  
157 See, for example, the cases of the suspected mass graves in Bala cemetery in Zanjan; Tolbozan in Masjed Soleiman, and Agha Sayed 
Morteza cemetery in Lahijan in Landscape of pain, www.painscapes.com/cities  
158 For more information, see Amnesty International and Justice for Iran, Criminal cover-up: Iran destroying mass graves of victims of 1988 
killings (Index: MDE 13/8259/2018); Landscape of pain+ ®Jg`u`q`m¯+www.painscapes.com/city-
category/18?city=%D8%AE%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86  

A suspected mass grave site near the village of Tolbozan near Masjed Soleiman in Khuzestan province, which has been covered in concrete. Locals believe that the 
graves contain the remains of some of the political dissidents killed during the mass prisoner killings of July-September 1988. © Justice for Iran 

 
 

http://www.painscapes.com/cities
http://www.painscapes.com/cities
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TABRIZ 

  
A plot of land near the entrance of Vaideh Rahmat cemetery in Tabriz, East Azerbaijan province, is 
suspected of being a mass grave containing the remains of dozens of political dissidents who were 
forcibly disappeared from Tabriz prison and extrajudicially executed between July and September 1988. 
Sgd rtrodbsdc l`rr fq`ud hr hm `m `qd` jmnvm `r sgd bghkcqdm­r aknbj+ vghbg `krn gnkcr hmchuhct`k fq`udr
of political dissidents summarily executed in the early 1980s. As in many other cases, the families believe 
this is a mass grave site largely on the basis of information they obtained unofficially from government 
contacts and locals in late 1988 and early 1989.  

According to local media reports, in June 2017, the Cemeteries Organization of Tabriz, which oversees 
sgd l`m`fdldms ne sgd bhsx­r bdldsdqhdr+ hmhsh`sdc ` oqnidbs sn bnmudqs sgd `qd` rtrodbsdc ne adhmf ` l`rr
grave site into an open space for official ceremonies.159 Since then, the authorities have poured concrete 
over more than half of the area. Pictures and satellite images obtained by Amnesty International (see 
above) confirm drastic changes to the area between June and September 2017, when completion of the 
open space was announced. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
159 M`rkd S`cahq+ ®Sgd rhsd enq gnkchmf ldlnqh`k bdqdlnmhdr enq l`qsxqr atqhdc hm U`chdg Q`gl`s v`r neehbh`kkx nodmdc¯+ 18 Rdosdladq
2017, www.nasletadbir.ir/news/100928 

Three satellite images taken (from top to bottom) in June 2017, August 2017 
and September 2017. They show the progress of construction over a suspected 
mass grave in Vadieh Rahmat cemetery in Tabriz, East Azerbaijan province.  
© Map data: Google, DigitalGlobe, 2017 

The suspected mass grave site in Vadieh Rahmat cemetery before and after 
sgd rhsd tmcdqvdms cdrsqtbshnm hm 1/06- Ã Odnokd­r Lni`gdchmOrganization 
of Iran (top picture). © Shahryar News (bottom picture) 

 
 

http://www.nasletadbir.ir/news/100928
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RASHT 

  

According to the testimonies of eyewitnesses obtained by Amnesty International, the bodies of political 
dissidents killed in July-September 1988 in Rasht, Gilan province, were dumped into three or four 
sqdmbgdr ctf hm `m ntskxhmf o`qs ne Q`rgs­r S`ydg @a`c bdldsdqx+ sgd bhsx­r l`hm atqh`k fqntmc- D`bg
trench was estimated to measure around 9m2. Since 2008, the authorities have constructed new 
individual burial plots on top of the suspected mass grave site and sold many of them. A family member 
who talked to several owners of the new burial plots reported that the authorities have not informed the 
new owners about the potential presence of the mass grave. 

5.2 FAKE GRAVES? 
Some of the survivors and family members given the location of an individual grave, particularly in Tehran, 
Shiraz and Bandar Anzali, believe that the authorities may have deceived them and that the graves may in 
fact be empty. In almost all cases where the authorities provided information about grave locations, the 
victim had been imprisoned and killed in connection with their support for the PMOI.160  

BEHESHT ZAHRA CEMETERY, TEHRAN  

In November 2017, Amnesty International learned that a grave in Behesht Zahra cemetery in Tehran 
which the authorities had attributed to a victim of the mass prisoner killings in Tehran had been 
discovered to be empty.161 An individual in contact with the vhbshl­r e`lhkx in Iran told the organization 
that the family only discovered this in June 2017, when they tried to bury another relative in the same 
grave. Cemetery workers preparing the plot told the family that the ground beneath the headstone was 
untouched and contained no bones or other remains. The individual interviewed by Amnesty International 
said: 

®Sgd rhakhmfr ne sgd uhbshl chc mns sdkk sgdhq dkcdqkx lnsgdq sg`s sgd fq`ud rtoonrdckx adknmfhmf sn gdq 
deceased child was empty as this would have been enough for her to suffer a total mental breakdown. For 
xd`qr+ rgd g`c uhrhsdc sgd fq`ud rhsd dudqx vddj-¯ 

The case highlights the concerns of many survivors and family members that the individual graves in 
Behesht Zahra cemetery attributed to the victims of the mass prisoner killings of July-September 1988 
may be fake.  

 
160 Exceptional cases include two individual graves in Behest Zahra cemetery in Tehran which the authorities have attributed to two 
prisoners, Mansour Davaran and Ebrahim Najaran, who were executed during the mass killings in Gohardasht prison in connection with 
their support for leftist organizations. It is possible that they may have had a distant connection to the PMOI in their file. See Iraj Mesdaghi, 
Dance of the Phoenixes and Song of the Ash (Raqs-e Qoqnus-ha Va Avaz Khakestar), 2011, p. 147.  
161 The name of the victim and the source of information have been withheld by Amnesty International in order to protect the safety of the 
family.  

The suspected mass grave site in Tazeh Abad cemetery before new individual 
burial plots were developed in 2008.  
© PishtazanRaheAzadi 
 
 

New individual burial plots being constructed over the suspected site of 
mass graves in Tazeh Abad cemetery. © Akhbar Rooz 
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Amnesty International understands that there are several hundred individual graves across the cemetery 
which the authorities have identified as the burial location of the victims of the mass prisoner killings of 
1988, including in lots 87, 91, 92, 93, 94, 97, 98, 99, 104, 105, 106 and 108 (see annex 4). It remains 
unclear to Amnesty International on what basis the Iranian authorities decided to identify marked 
individual graves for a limited number of victims while hiding the burial location of thousands of other 
victims.  

Several factors were brought to the attention of Amnesty International in support of the concern that the 
individual graves identified by the authorities may be fake. For instance, there are reports that the 
gravestones marking these sites were erected, mostly in late 1988 and early 1989, without any sign of 
prior digging and burial in the area.162 This development was around the time that the authorities were 
preparing for the first visit of the UN Special Representative on the situation of human rights in Iran. 
Some families and survivors suspect that the authorities may have put up the individual gravestones in 
Behest Zahra cemetery in an attempt to trivialize the number of those killed and show that the location of 
their remains were known. They believe that the victims whose names appear on the individual 
gravestones were actually buried in mass graves along with several thousand other victims whose bodies 
remain missing.  

The authorities have kept the location of these remains a secret, but, in addition to Khavaran, some 
cemented areas in Behesht Zahra cemetery, notably in lots 99 and 108, and some deserted lands in the 
vicinity of Behesht Sakineh cemetery near Karaj have been identified as potential mass grave sites. 
Amnesty International obtained the testimony of a former prisoner, Mina Hashemi, who said that she 
talked to a woman in August or September 1988 who had seen officials secretly dumping bodies at night 
in several freshly dug trenches in lot 108.163  

Another cause for concern is that the vast majority of the individual gravestones in Behesht Zahra 
cemetery which Amnesty International understands have been attributed by the authorities to the victims 
of the mass killings of 1988 are not listed in the official burial registers of the cemetery. Amnesty 
International obtained the pictures of 335 such gravestones. The organization searched for the details of 
the gravestones in the online burial registers of the Organization of Behesht Zahra and found that only 
three were registered (see annex 4).164   

The online database of the Organization of Behesht Zahra seeks to record the details of every grave in the 
cemetery, including the names of all those buried in each grave and their date of birth and death. 
Amnesty International is unclear how comprehensive the database is and whether and to what extent the 
irregularities seen with regards to the registration of graves attributed to execution victims are also 
prevalent in the cases of deaths not caused by execution. Nevertheless, the fact that over 99% of the 
graves attributed to the victims of the mass killings of 1988 are misshmf eqnl sgd bdldsdqx­r nmkhmd atqh`k
records raises serious concerns and makes the investigation and exhumation of the individual graves all 
the more crucial to the establishment of the truth about the burial location of each victim. 

Further doubts have been raised by the finding that in at least two cases, two separate graves in different 
lots of the cemetery have been attributed to the same victim. As far as Amnesty International is aware, the 
authorities have neither offered any explanation for this, nor allowed exhumations to establish the truth.  

 
162 Iraj Mesdaghi, Dance of the Phoenixes and Song of the Ash (Raqs-e Qoqnus-ha Va Avaz Khakestar), p. 146. 
163 The testimony was made available to Amnesty International by Justice for Iran and is available at Landscape of Pain+ ®Sdgq`n, Behesht 
Y`gq`+ Kns 0/7¯+www.painscapes.com/cities/545   
164 Amnesty International obtained the pictures of 377 individual gravestones that the organization was told were located in Behesht Zahra 
cemetery in Tehran and belonged to the victims of the mass prisoner killings of 1988. The pictures came from two sources. Iraj Mesdaghi, a 
survivor of the mass killings who has done extensive research on the mass prisoner killings of 1988, reproduced the pictures of 371 such 
individual gravestones in his book Dance of the Phoenixes and Song of the Ash. Another survivor, Mahmoud Royayee, provided Amnesty 
International with 18/ ohbstqdr ne fq`udrsnmdr+ ne vghbg nmkx rdudm vdqd mns qdoqnctbdc hm Hq`i Ldrc`fgh­r annj- Hm nqcdq sn bnqqnanq`sd
that the 377 pictures that it received were of the individual gravestones of the victims of the mass prisoner killings of 1988, Amnesty 
International searched the names inscribed on the gravestones in three of the following sources: The first one is the database of the 
Abdorrahman Boroumand Center, which seeks to record every execution that has been carried out in Iran since 1979; the second one is a 
khrs bnlohkdc ax sgd OLNH dmshskdc ®Bqhldr @f`hmrs Gtl`mhsx¯+ vghbg qdbnqcr sgd m`ldr `mc cds`hkr ne 3+858 OLNH ldladqr vgn she 
organization says were killed during the mass prisoner killings of 1988; the third one is a list compiled by the Committee for the Defence of 
Human Rights in Iran, which has recorded 4,672 individuals killed during the mass prisoner killings in 1988 who were affiliated with the 
PMOI or leftist or other political opposition groups. Amnesty International excluded 42 of the pictures of the graves from the scope of its 
work as the names inscribed on them were not found in any of the three sources. Amnesty International searched for the details of the 
remaining 337 gravestones in the online database of the Organization of Behesht Zahra. 

 

 
 

http://www.painscapes.com/cities/545
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The first case concerns Hossein Safaieezadeh, who has one grave attributed to him in lot 104 and 
another in lot 98. Both gravestones bear the same dates of birth and death `mc e`sgdq­r m`ld.165 The 
second concerns Sedigheh Ansi, who has two graves attributed to her, one in lot 98 and another in lot 
99.166 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
165 This information was obtained through two sources. Mohammad Royayee, a survivor, mentioned the case to Amnesty International and 
provided it with the pictures of the two individual graves. Another survivor, Iraj Mesdaghi, has included the same information, with a picture 
taken from a slightly different angle, in his book Dance of the Phoenixes and Song of the Ash (Raqs-e Qoqnus-ha Va Avaz Khakestar), pp. 
146, 213, 247.  
166 Amnesty International read about this case in Iraj Mesdaghi, Dance of the Phoenixes and Song of the Ash (Raqs-e Qoqnus-ha Va Avaz 
Khakestar), pp. 146, 208, 220. 

Pictures of two gravestones in lots 98 (left) and 104 (right) in Behesht Zahra cemetery in Tehran, which are attributed to the same person, Hossein 
Safaieezadeh, a victim of the mass prisoner killings of July-September 1988 in Tehran. © Private 

Pictures of two gravestones in lots 99 (left) and 98 (right) in Behesht Zahra cemetery, which are both attributed to Sedigheh Ansi, a victim of the 
mass prisoner killings of July-September 1988 in Tehran. © Iraj Mesdaghi 
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DAROLRAHMEH CEMETERY, SHIRAZ 

In Shiraz, nearly 200 imprisoned political dissidents, both men and women, were forcibly disappeared 
from Adelabad prison in late July 1988 and extrajudicially executed. To date, the location of their bodies 
remains a secret.  

The majority of the victims are believed to have been buried in a mass grave that at the time was on the 
outskirts of Darolrahmeh cemetery in Shiraz, near the individual grave sites of those executed in the early 
1980s. The families identified the location through local contacts and cemetery workers who reported 
seeing officials making trenches with excavators and secretly dumping bodies at night during the period 
of July-September 1988.  

In the following years, the families put small gravestones and cement structures on the site to mark the 
names of their loved ones. A local source, whose name has been withheld for security reasons, has said 
that the authorities repeatedly broke and removed them. They also painted over signs indicating that the 
area contained the bodies of the victims of the mass prisoner killings of 1988.167  

Satellite images and pictures indicate that, in recent years, new burial plots have been constructed over 
the suspected mass grave site.168  

A minority of the families were directed by the authorities, after several months of persistent searching, to 
over a dozen individual graves scattered across Darolrahmeh cemetery and told verbally that their 
relatives were buried there. It is not clear on what basis a small percentage of the victims were identified, 
or why the graves are scattered given that the victims were killed during the same period.  

Initially, there were no markers on these graves. In the years that followed, families installed headstones. 
However, many of them doubt that the graves contain the remains of their loved ones.  

In a confidential testimony obtained by Amnesty International, a survivor of the mass prisoner killings of 
July-September 1988 from Adelabad prison in Shiraz said: 

®Vd Zsgd rtquhunqr\ `mc sgd e`lhkhdr g`ud mdudq addm rtqd
because no one ever saw the bodies. They [the authorities] 
would just show some burial spots saying Afsaneh is in this 
grave, Zahra lies here and Fatemeh is there. Whether this 
is the truth or not, none of us are certain. What if they [the 
authorities] had dumped all of them [the victims] into one 
trench and then shown some burial plots to the families and 
deceptively claimed that their loved ones were buried 
sgdqd>¯169  

Chowra Makaremi, who lost her mother, Fatemeh 
Zarei, during the mass prisoner killings in the same city, 
said that her grandmother was told by the owner of a 
nearby burial plot that the individual grave attributed to 
Fatemeh Zarei was an old grave belonging to a person 
who had died years before.170 Chowra Makaremi said 
that, after this incident, her grandmother would no longer 
visit the grave site. To date, she and her family remain 
uncertain as to where the remains of her mother are 

buried.   

 

 
167 See Landscape of Pain+ ®Rghq`y¯+www.painscapes.com/cities/790 
168 See Landscape of Pain+ ®Rghq`y¯+www.painscapes.com/cities/790  
169 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of this survivor from Justice for Iran, which conducted the interview with them.  
170 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Chowra Makaremi from Justice for Iran, which conducted the interview with her in 
person.  

Fatemeh Zarei with her son. © Private 

http://www.painscapes.com/cities/790
http://www.painscapes.com/cities/790
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5.3 OPENED GRAVES 
Of the dozens of confirmed or suspected mass grave sites across Iran, Amnesty International is aware of only 
four sites where, in 1988, the families were able to secretly exhume and identify the bodies of their loved 
ones. These sites are near the cities of Ilam, Ardabil, Qorveh and Tehran.  

Even in these cases, anguish persists as the families remain unaware of the full circumstances in which their 
loved ones were killed. Family members interviewed by Amnesty International have also repeatedly voiced 
their outrage, anger and pain over being deprived of the basic right to bury their loved ones in dignity and in 
accordance with their cultural and religious traditions and mourn their loss. 

 

ILAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Ilam, prisoners held for politically motivated reasons were denied communication with the outside 
world in late July 1988 and families did not know if  their relatives were dead or alive for several months 
until the authorities ultimately told them that they had executed their relatives four months earlier, on 9 
August 1988.171 The authorities did not return the bodies and initially provided no information about the 
location of burial. In late November, families received a call from an official asking them to present 
themselves at the revolutionary court in Ilam. There, the authorities subjected them to threats and forced 
them to sign undertakings that they would not hold any memorial service for their loved ones. They also 
handed them an address and a number, saying it was the location where their relatives were buried. The 
site was on a hill on the outskirts of Saleh Abad cemetery outside Ilam, reachable via an unpaved road. At 
the site, families found a series of wooden boards on the ground with numbers written on them 
corresponding to the ones they had been given.  

 
171 Ilam is a rare case where the authorities informed families orally of the exact date of execution.  

Pictures of five young women who were extrajudicially executed during the mass killings of July-September 1988 in Ilam. Their bodies were 
found by their families in a mass grave on the outskirts of Saleh Abad cemetery outside Ilam. Their names are (from top left to bottom right): 
Jasoumeh Heidarizadeh; Hakimeh Rizehbandi; Nasrin Rajabi; Farah Islami; and Marzieh Rahmati. @ Private 

 



 

61  
BLOOD-SOAKED SECRETS  
VGX HQ@M­R 0877 OQHRNMMASSACRES ARE ONGOING CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY  

Amnesty International 

Amnesty International accessed the testimony of Neda Rahmati who said that her father opened the mass 
grave discreetly and at night as he struggled to believe that his daughter was in fact buried there. She 
described the horrific scene after her family opened the mass grave: 

®Hs v`r ` rg`kknv sqdmbg bnms`hmhmf rdudm anchdr ots hm ` qnv mdws sn d`bg nsgdq£ Sgd anchdr vdqd vq`oodc
hm ok`rshb rgddsr `mc ` rl`kk ohdbd ne rgqntc v`r itrs bnudqhmf sgd vnldm­r aqd`rsr£ Lx e`sgdq entmc lx
rhrsdq­r ancx- Sgdqd vdqd ltkshokd ftmrgns vntmcr nm nmd o`qs ne gdq bgdrs- Rgd g`c addm ots hm ` ok`rshb a`f
shfgskx vq`oodc eqnl gd`c sn snd£ Sgdx Zsgd `tsgnqhshdr\ bk`hl sgdx `qd Ltrkhl `mc atqx sgd cd`c hm `m
ethical way but there was nothing of the sort here. It was clear that they had just dug a trench and dumped 
sgd anchdr sgdqd-¯172   

Amnesty International understands that the bodies found in the mass grave have been identified as two 
men ± Mohammad Nabi Morovvati and Nosratollah Bakhtiari - and five women - Farah Eslami, Jasoumeh 
Heidarizadeh, Hakimeh Rizehbandi, Nasrin Rajabi and Marzieh Rahmati.173 Near this mass grave, there 
were two additional wooden boards that marked the place that the authorities said contained the remains 
ne svn nsgdq uhbshlr+ @acnkk`g M`rdqh `mc Lntr` Md­l`sh- 

Amnesty International understands that, for many years, the authorities repeatedly broke and damaged 
sgd fq`udrsnmdr `mc bnlldlnq`shud rhfmr sg`s e`lhkhdr ok`bdc nudq sgdhq knudc nmdr­ fq`udr, but this has 
stopped in recent years.174   

 

QORVEH 
On the outskirts of the city of Qorveh, 
about 93km east of Sanandaj, there is a 
mass grave that is believed to contain the 
remains of more than 20 people who 
were executed during the mass killings in 
Sanandaj in August and September 1988 
(see the case box on Sanandaj in annex 
1).  

The authorities did not disclose the 
location of burial to any of the families 
who were told about the executions in 
September 1988. However, some families 
found out through low-level prison guards 
that the bodies had been buried in a 
barren piece of land on the outskirts of 
the city of Qorveh. Abdollah Said Moradi, 
who lost his brothers Kamal and Jabbar 
in the mass killings in Sanandaj, said 

that, after weeks of searching covering hundreds of kilometres, families ran into a local villager in 
Mnudladq 0877 vgn r`hc gd g`c rddm neehbh`kr ctlohmf anchdr hmsn ` l`rr fq`ud mdws sn sgd A`g`­h
cemetery in September 1988 and offered to take the families to the site. The families subsequently went 
to the location with the villager, dug up the area with shovels, and discovered a mass grave containing the 
bodies of more than 20 people, including men, women and at least one child. They extracted the bodies, 
which had been thrown on top of one another, dug the trench deeper and wider, and then reburied the 
bodies next to each other.  

Over the past three decades, the authorities have persistently damaged the gravestones and 
bnlldlnq`shud rhfmr sg`s e`lhkhdr ok`bdc nudq sgdhq knudc nmdr­ fq`udr md`q Pnqveh. In July 2016, the 
site was bulldozed. A ministry of agriculture official told the families that the grave site had been classified 
`r `fqhbtkstq`k k`mc `mc sg`s sgd oqnrdbtsnq­r neehbd hm Pnqudg g`c `ooqnudc sgd cdrsqtbshnm ne sgd fq`udr
on the groundr sg`s sgdx bnmrshstsdc ®hkkdf`k athkchmf¯ nm `fqhbtkstq`k k`mc-175 

 

 
172 See Neda Rahmash­r rs`sdldms `sLandscape of Pain, www.painscapes.com/cities/530 
173 See Landscape of Pain+ ®Hk`l¯+www.painscapes.com/cities/529 
174 See Landscape of Pain+ ®Hk`l¯+www.painscapes.com/cities/529  
175 For more information, see Amnesty International and Justice for Iran, Criminal cover-up: Iran destroying mass graves of victims of 1988 
killings (Index: MDE 13/8259/2018), pp. 22-24.  

The mass grave site of the victims of the 1988 prison killings in Qorveh after destruction by 
bulldozers in July 2016. The banner states that the destruction was undertaken pursuant to 
a judicial order. © Radio Farda 

 

http://www.painscapes.com/cities/530
http://www.painscapes.com/cities/529
http://www.painscapes.com/cities/529
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/8259/2018/en/
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KHAVARAN  
 Khavaran is an abandoned area land 
measuring about 8,600m2 in the south-east 
of Tehran. It is located next to Golestan Javid, 
an unofficial cemetery where individuals of 
sgd A`g`­h e`hsg `qd atqhdc- Rhmbd sgd d`qkx
1980s, prison and judicial authorities have 
qdedqqdc sn sghr knb`shnm `r ®c`lmdc k`mc¯
(k`­m`s `a`c) and buried there individuals 
who were detained and executed for 
politically motivated reasons.   

In late 1988, the families of some of the 
victims of the 1988 prison killings discovered 
that their loved ones had been buried in a 
mass grave at this location.176  

 

Amnesty International has interviewed family members who were in the group of families who visited 
Khavaran in late 1988 and discovered body parts and torn pieces of clothing protruding from the ground.  

A press release issued by Amnesty International on 13 December 1988 quotes a woman who described 
to Amnesty International how she had dug up the corpse of an executed man with her bare hands as she 
searched for the body of her husband, also unnamed, in August 1988:  

®Fqntor ne anchdr- some clothed, some in shrouds - had been buried in unmarked shallow graves in the 
section of the cemetery reserved for executed leftist political prisoners. The stench of the corpses was 
appalling but I started digging with my hands because it was important for me and my two little children that I 
knb`sd lx gtra`mc&r fq`ud-¯177 

She unearthed a body with its face covered in blood, but, when she cleaned it, saw that it was not that of 
her husband.  

Over the past three decades, the authorities have bulldozed the area repeatedly. They have also 
prevented families from holding memorial ceremonies, trampled the flowers planted by them, and broken 
or removed their memorial stones.  

Reports indicate that the latest round of destruction took place between 9 and 16 January 2009, when 
the authorities bulldozed the mass grave site and destroyed the numerous ad hoc grave markings made 
by the families as well as the trees planted by them.178  

 

5.4 MISSING FROM BURIAL RECORDS  
The names of many political dissidents killed between July and September 1988 are not included in publicly 
available burial registers.  

Between July and December 2018, Amnesty International searched in the online database of the 
Organization of Behesht Zahra, a state body, for the names of 4,672 individuals who have been recorded as 
victims of the mass executions of July-September 1988 by an Iranian human rights group outside Iran 
known as the Committee for the Defence of Human Rights in Iran. The Organization of Behesht Zahra 
directly manages the Behesht Zahra cemetery, the main and largest cemetery in Tehran province, and also 
maintains an official database of individual graves. For each registered grave, details recorded include the 
name of the deceased person, their date of birth and death and, in many cases, the name of their father. 
The mandate of the organization is silent about its registration of graves outside Tehran province. However, 
searches conducted in the database show that, in addition to the records of graves in Behesht Zahra 
cemetery, it contains the records of individual graves in other provinces across the country. As a result, in 
addition to the names of those recorded as having been executed in Tehran province, which constitute the 

 
176 Amnesty International, Iran: Violations of human rights 1987-1990 (Index: MDE 13/021/1990), p. 12. 
177 The woman wished to remain anonymous for fear of reprisals against her family.  
178 Amnesty International, Iran: Preserve the Khavaran grave site for investigation into mass killings (Index: MDE 13/006/2009). 

Commemorative gathering at Khavaran mass grave site. © Private  
 

http://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/MDE13/021/1990/en/
https://oneamnesty-my.sharepoint.com/personal/raha_bahreini_amnesty_org/Documents/Documents/,%20https:/www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/006/2009/en/
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majority of the names appearing in the list of the Committee for the Defence of Human Rights in Iran, 
Amnesty International included in its search the names of individuals recorded as having been executed in 
other provinces.  

Amnesty International found that nearly 99% of the victims recorded in the list of the Committee for the 
Defence of Human Rights in Iran are not registered in the online database of the Organization of Behesht 
Zahra. In the remaining cases, which constitute just over 1%, the names in the list bear a resemblance to 
the names in the database, but Amnesty International does not have enough information to conclude 
definitively that they refer to the same person. In some cases, there are slight differences in the spelling of 
the first names or last names. In otheq b`rdr+ sgd m`ldr l`sbg+ ats+ `r nsgdq cds`hkr rtbg `r sgd e`sgdq­r
name and the date of birth are not available, the possibility remains that the registered grave belongs not to 
the reported execution victim but to a deceased person with the same name.  

As discussed in section 5.2, Amnesty International also conducted a separate search in the online official 
database for the names recorded on 335 gravestones in Behesht Zahra cemetery which Amnesty 
International understands have been attributed by the authorities to the victims of the mass killings of 1988 
and found that only three were recorded in the database (see annex 4).  

Amnesty International is unclear how comprehensive the online database of the Organization of Behesht 
Zahra is and whether and to what extent the irregularities seen with regards to the registration of deaths 
caused by executions are also prevalent in the cases of deaths not caused by execution. In October 2018, 
Amnesty International wrote a letter to the executive director of the Organization of Behesht Zahra and 
sought information on why the names of most victims have not been registered on its database. In its letter, 
Amnesty International also asked, more generally, about the system that the authorities in Iran have in place 
to register the details of every grave in the country, including the names of those buried in each grave and 
their date of birth and death. As of 4 December, no response had been received. Amnesty International 
understands moreover that, when families have approached the Organization of Behesht Zahra for 
information on the burial location of their loved ones, they have generally been told that the organization is 
not in a position to provide them with this information and that they must direct their queries to the 
oqnrdbtshnm­r neehbd- 

Despite the lack of any information about the structure and decision-making powers of the Organization of 
Behesht Zahra, the fact that nearly 99% of the victims of the mass killings are missing from official online 
burial records raises serious concerns that the authorities have quietly adopted specific policies and 
procedures to manipulate burial records. This situation makes the investigation and exhumation of individual 
and mass graves all the more crucial to the establishment of the truth about the burial location of each 
victim.  

 

 

 

 



 

64  
BLOOD-SOAKED SECRETS  
VGX HQ@M­R 0877 OQHRNMMASSACRES ARE ONGOING CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY  

Amnesty International 

6. DENYING THE MASS 
KILLINGS 

®Mnsghmf ats oqno`f`mc`¯ 
Speaker of Parliament Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani in response to reports that thousands of political dissidents had been executed in recent months, as quoted by 

Tehran Radio on 2 December 1988179  

  

6.1 DENIAL TO INTERNATIONAL BODIES  
In 1988, the Iranian authorities worked hard to keep secret the extrajudicial killings of thousands of prisoners 
carried out between July and September 1988, but information gradually leaked out. Families in Iran and 
political activists in exile made great efforts to let the outside world know that political dissidents were being 
killed in prisons around the country.   

Reynaldo Galindo Pohl, the UN Special Representative on the situation of human rights in Iran between 
1986 and 1995, reported in January 1989 that, since July 1988, he had received:  

®odqrhrsdms qdonqsr£ `ants ` v`ud ne dwdbtshnmr ne onkhshb`k oqhrnmdqr£ ax u`qhntr rntqbdr+ hmbktchmf mnm-
governmental organizations in consultative status with the Economic and Social Council and other bodies directly 
bnmbdqmdc ax sgd `kkdfdc v`ud ne dwdbtshnmr-¯180    

He also noted that he had:  

®qdbdhudc gtmcqdcr ne odshshnmr `mc kdssdqr eqnl oqhu`sd hmchuhct`kr `qntmc sgd vnqkc+ hmbktchmf ldladqr ne
parliament from Australia, France, Germany, Federal Republic of [the then West Germany], Ireland, and the 
Tmhsdc Jhmfcnl£ `r vdkk `r ldladqr ne sgd Dtqnod`m O`qkh`ldms eqnl rdudq`k bntmsqhdr+ `mc sq`cd-union and 
church officials, expressing deep concern at the alleged wave of executions and calling for United Nations 
imsdqudmshnm sn aqhmf rtbg dwdbtshnmr sn ` g`ks-¯181    

Nm 7 Cdbdladq 0877+ sgd TM Fdmdq`k @rrdlakx dwoqdrrdc ®fq`ud bnmbdqm£ sg`s sgdqd v`r ` qdmdvdc
wave of executions in the period July-September 1988 whereby a large number of persons died because of 
their onkhshb`k bnmuhbshnmr-¯182   

 
179  This quote was recorded in a letter that Amnesty International wrote to Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani on 12 December 1988. The letter 
is on file with Amnesty International. 
180  Report on the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iran, prepared by the Special Representative of the Commission on 
Human Rights, 26 January 1989, UN Doc. E/CN.4/1989/26, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26, para. 15. 
181  Report on the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iran, prepared by the Special Representative of the Commission on 
Human Rights, 26 January 1989, UN Doc. E/CN.4/1989/26, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26, para. 15. 
182  UN General Assembly, Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, A/RES/43/137, 
www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/43/137, para. 5. 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/43/137
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Nm 04 Cdbdladq 0877+ sgd Dtqnod`m O`qkh`ldms hrrtdc ` qdrnktshnm rs`shmf sg`s hs v`r ®gnqqhehdc `s qdonqsr
sg`s sgntr`mcr ne noonmdmsr£ g`ud addm dwdbtsdc hm Hq`m nudq sgdbntqrd ne sgd k`rs entq lnmsgr-¯183   The 
resolution callec nm sgd Hq`mh`m fnudqmldms sn g`ks sgd dwdbtshnmr hlldch`sdkx `mc tqfdc sg`s ®`m `ooqn`bg
be made to the Iranian authorities to admit a team of international observers to visit prisons and investigate 
sgd qdonqsr ne dwdbtshnmr¯- 

Amnesty International issued at least 16 Urgent Actions between August and December 1988 and mobilized 
hsr `bshuhrsr sn rdmc sdmr ne sgntr`mcr ne `ood`kr sn sgd gd`c ne Hq`m­r Rtoqdld Itchbh`k Bntmbhk `mc nsgdq
rdmhnq fnudqmldms ehftqdr+ `r vdkk `r Hq`m­r choknl`shb qdoqdrdms`shudr in different countries, calling on the 
authorities to end executions of imprisoned political dissidents immediately.  

The Iranian authorities responded by systematically denying the mass killings. Senior Iranian officials 
repeatedly dismissed the reports concerning the killings of July-September 1988 as propaganda. Similarly, 
Iranian embassy officials who met Amnesty International delegates in various countries denied that any 
®l`rr`bqd¯ ne hloqhrnmdc onkhshb`k chrrhcdmsr g`c s`jdm ok`bd- 

In recent years, rnld enqldq fnudqmldms neehbh`kr+ hmbktchmf Hq`m­r sgdm oqhld lhmhrsdq+ Lhq Gnrrdhm
Mousavi, have claimed that the mass prisoner killings of July-September 1988 took place without their 
knowledge and have invoked the principle of the separation of executive and judicial branches to justify their 
failure to stop or at least condemn the killings.184  However, as shown in chapter 7, in addition to prosecutors 
general, revolutionary court judges and senior prison officials, the ministry of intelligence was actively 
involved in the extrajudicial executions. Amnesty International also raised its concerns about reports of mass 
prisoner executions with numerous senior government officials including the minister of justice and the 
minister of foreign affairs, from as early as 16 August 1988 when the organization issued its first Urgent 
Action. Moreover, in the months following the extrajudicial executions, senior government officials, including 
the then prime minister and the then minister of interior, were actively denying the extrajudicial executions 
both in their media interviews and in their exchanges with the UN. 

6.1.1 HQ@M­R QDRONMRD SN @LMDRSX HMSDQM@SHNM@K 
@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k ehqrs hrrtdc `m Tqfdms @bshnm nm 05 @tftrs 0877 dwoqdrrhmf bnmbdqm `ants ®duhcdmbd
that a new wave of political executhnmr hr s`jhmf ok`bd hm Hq`m-¯185  The organization called on its members to 
rdmc sdkdfq`lr+ sdkdwdr `mc kdssdqr sn sgd gd`c ne Hq`m­r Rtoqdld Bntqs `mc ` ldladq ne Hq`m­r Rtoqdld
Judicial Council, Abdulkarim Mousavi Ardebili, and the Minister of Justice, Hassan Ebrahim Habibi, and to 
send a copy of the appeals to the diplomatic representatives of Iran in their respective countries. The 
`ood`kr tqfdc ®sgd bnllts`shnm ne `kk ntsrs`mchmf cd`sg rdmsdmbdr `mc `m dmc sn dwdbtshnmr hm Hq`m-¯186    

A second Urgent Action on 2 September 1988 condemned the continuing political executions in Iran187  and 
referred to a speech by Abdulkarim Mousavi Ardebili on 5 August 1988 that indicated that many imprisoned 
PMOI supporters were at risk of execution.188  Once again, the organization mobilized its membership to 
rdmc `ood`kr sn Hq`mh`m `tsgnqhshdr+ ®b`kkhmf enq `m hlldch`sd dmc sn sgdrd onkhshb`k dwdbtshnmr¯ `mc ®`rjhmf
for details of the procedures by which death sentences are being passed and approvec-¯189    

@ sghqc Tqfdms @bshnm nm 1/ Nbsnadq 0877 qdhsdq`sdc @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r bnmbdqmr `mc rs`sdc hs adkhdudc
®sg`s sgdqd g`ud addm udqx rtars`msh`k mtladqr ne onkhshb`l executions hm Hq`m hm sgd k`rs sdm vddjr-¯190  Once 
`f`hm+ ldladqr vdqd lnahkhydc sn rdmc `ood`kr+ b`kkhmf enq ®`m dmc sn onkhshb`k dwdbtshnmr¯ `mc ®sgd
qdbnlldmbdldms ne e`lhkx uhrhsr sn onkhshb`k oqhrnmdqr-¯191   

 
183  European Parliament, Joint resolution replacing Docs B 2-1127 and 1149/88, 15 December 1988. 
184  Rdd+ enq dw`lokd+ AAB Odqrh`m+ ®@lhq @qil`mc9 Lntr`uh chc mns jmnv `ants 0877 dwdbtshnmr¯+ 08 Itmd 1/00+
www.bbc.com/persian/iran/2011/06/110618_u02_amirarjomand_mousavi_executions: Hq`m Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®0877 l`rr jhkkhmfr: enqldq
`tsgnqhshdr `mc neehbh`kr¯+ 20 @tftrs 1/07+www.bit.ly/2C56MRs   
185  @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 T@ 108.77 Hq`m9 Cd`sg odm`ksx9 Onkhshb`k dwdbtshnmr¯+ 05 @tftrs 0877 'Hmcdw9MDE 13/013/88). 
186  @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 T@ 108.77 Hq`m9 Cd`sg odm`ksx9 Onkhshb`k dwdbtshnmr¯+ 05 @tftrs 0877 'Hmcdw9MDE 13/013/88). 
187  @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 T@ 124.77- Hq`m9 Cd`sg odm`ksx9 Onkhshb`k dwdbtshnmr¯+ 1 Rdosdladq 0877 'Hmcdw9MDE 13/014/88). 
188  See section 4.1 above for more information on Abdulkarhl Lntr`uh @qcdahkh­r roddbg `s Eqhc`x oq`xdqr hm Sdgq`m vghbg ghmsdc sg`s
many imprisoned PMOI members and supporters were at risk of execution. 
189  @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 T@ 124.77- Hq`m9 Cd`sg odm`ksx9 Onkhshb`k dwdbtshnmr¯+ 1 Rdosdladq 0877 'Hmcdx: MDE 13/014/88). 
190  @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 Etqsgdq hmenql`shnm nm T@ 124.77- Hq`m9 Cd`sg odm`ksx9 Onkhshb`k dwdbtshnmr¯+ 1/ Nbsnadq 0877 'Hmcdw9
MDE 13/017/88). 
191  @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 Etqsgdq hmenql`shnm nm T@ 124.77- Hq`m9 Cd`sg odm`ksx9 Onkhshb`k dwdbtshnmr¯+ 1/ Nbsnadq 0877 'Hmcdw9
MDE 13/017/88). 

http://www.bbc.com/persian/iran/2011/06/110618_u02_amirarjomand_mousavi_executions
http://www.bit.ly/2C56MRs
http://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/013/1988/en/
http://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/013/1988/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/014/1988/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/014/1988/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/017/1988/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/017/1988/en/
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A fourth Urgent Action on 8 November 1988 echoed the same concerns and noted for the firss shld ®qdonqsr
eqnl vhsmdrrdr ne k`qfd mtladqr ne anchdr adhmf chrbnudqdc hm rg`kknv fq`udr£ hm Sdgq`m£+ `mc hm nsgdq
o`qsr ne sgd bntmsqx-¯192    

Over the rest of November and December, Amnesty International issued 14 more Urgent Actions raising 
concern about the execution of hundreds of political dissidents, including prisoners of conscience, in secret 
and noting the names of dozens of individuals whose cases had been brought to the attention of the 
organization and were feared to be executed or in danger of execution.193  The appeals were directed at 
various authorities including, in addition to Abdulkarim Mousavi Ardebili and Hassan Ebrahim Habibi, 
President Sayed Ali Khamanei, Speaker of Parliament Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani and the minister of 
foreign affairs, Ali Akbar Velayati. Copies were also sent to diplomatic representatives of Iran in different 
countries 

Sgd sdmr ne sgntr`mcr ne `ood`kr ax @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r ldladqr vdqd lds hmhsh`kkx vhsg rhkdmbd `mc
then with denial. On 2 December 1988, Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani was quoted on Tehran Radio as 
having said that the claims that thousands of imprisoned political dissidents had been executed in recent 
montgr `qd ®mnsghmf ats oqno`f`mc`-¯194    

In response to the denial, Amnesty International sent a letter to Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani on 12 
Cdbdladq 0877+ vghbg mnsdc+ ®Sgd nqf`mhy`shnm g`r qdbnqcdc nudq 2// m`ldr ne dwdbtshnm uhbshlr `mc hs
believes that the true ehftqd l`x qtm hmsn sgntr`mcr-¯ 195  The letter enclosed a list of 325 reported victims 
and asked the authorities to confirm whether or not these people had been executed and, if so, to provide 
cds`hkr hmbktchmf ®sgd c`sd `mc ok`bd ne dwdbtshnm: sgd bg`qfdr aqntfgs `f`hmrs sgd `bbtrdc `mc sgd m`stqd
ne `mx sqh`k `mc `ood`k oqnbddchmfr¯- Sge Iranian authorities did not reply.  

On 13 December 1988, Amnesty International issued a press release, accompanied by a briefing paper, 
r`xhmf sg`s ®sgd duhcdmbd enq l`rr dwdbtshnmr v`r mnv hmchrots`akd¯ `mc sg`s ®hs g`c qdbdhudc hmenql`shnm
on more than 2// odnokd qdonqsdc dwdbtsdc rhmbd Itkx ats sg`s sghr v`r `klnrs bdqs`hmkx nmkx sgd ¬sho ne sgd
hbdadqf­ `mc sgd sqtd sns`k bntkc qtm hmsn sgntr`mcr-¯196  The organization gathered detailed information 
about the profile of the execution victims; the concealment of their fate or whereabouts from their relatives; 
the burial of the bodies in shallow, unmarked mass graves; and the warnings issued against public 
mourning. 

In December, Amnesty International also released four other Urgent Actions, all of which stated:  

®Rhmbd Itkx+ @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k g`r qdbnqcdc sgd m`ldr ne gtmcqdcr ne onkhshb`k oqhrnmdqr+ ldladqr nq
supporters of many opposition factions, executed or in danger of execution in Iran. Among them are prisoners of 
conscience, prisoners serving sentences of imprisonment, or whose terms of imprisonment had expired without 
their being released, and prisoners who had ndudq addm sqhdc nq rdmsdmbdc-¯197  

The organization again mobilized its membership to send appeals. 

There was no direct response from government officials in Iran. However, on 13 December, the Austrian 
national public service broadcaster, ORF, televised an interview with Mir Hossein Mousavi, in which he was 
`rjdc `ants sgd dwdbtshnmr- Gd qdronmcdc r`xhmf+ ®Vd qdoqdrrdc sgdl¯+ vhsgnts dwok`hmhmf vg`s gd v`r

 
192  @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 T@ 182.77- Ed`q ne snqstqd.ed`q ne dwdbtshnm9 Hq`m¯+ 7 Mnudladq 0877 'Hmcdw9MDE 13/020/1988). 
193  @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 UA 299 - Hq`m9 Cd`sg odm`ksx¯+ 0/ Mnudladq 0877 'Hmcdw9MDE 13/022/1988); Amnesty International, 
®Hq`m9 Etqsgdq Hmenql`shnm nm T@ 124.77- Hq`m9 Onkhshb`k dwdbtshnmr¯+ 0/ Mnudladq 0878 (Index: MDE 13/021/1988); Amnesty 
Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 Etqsgdq Hmenql`shnm nm T@ 188.77- Hq`m9 Cd`sg odm`ksx¯+ 06 Mnudladq 0877 'Hmcdw9MDE 13/023/1988); Amnesty 
Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 T@ 204.77- Hq`m9 Ed`q ne dwdbtshnm¯+ 14 Mnudladq 0877 'Hmcdw9MDE 13/024/1988(: @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`n: UA 
317/88 - Hq`m9 Ed`q ne dwdbtshnm¯+ 17 Mnudladq 0877 'Hmcdw9MDE 13/025/1988(: @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 Etqsgdq hmenql`shnm nm T@
317/88 - Hq`m9 Ed`q ne dwdbtshnm¯+ 18 Mnudladq 0877 'Hmcdw9MDE 13/026/1988(+ @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 Etqsgdq hmenql`shon on UA 
317/99 and follow up ± ed`q ne dwdbtshnm¯+ 0 Cdbdladq 0877 'Hmcdw9MDE 13/027/1988(+ @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 T@ 215.77± Iran: 
ed`q ne dwdbtshnm¯+ 4 Cdbdladq 0877 'Hmcdw: MDE 13/028/1988(+ @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 Enkknv-up to medical letter-writing action ± 
Hq`m9 L`rr dwdbtshnm ne onkhshb`k oqhrnmdqr hmbktchmf Cqr @gl`c C`mdrg `mc Anqrt A`fgdqh¯, 14 December 1988 (Index: MDE 
13/030/1988(+ @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 T@ 226.77± Hq`m9 Ed`q ne dwdbtshnm¯+ 01 Cdbdladq 0877 'Hmcdw9MDE 13/033/1988), 
@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 T@ 235.77± Hq`m9 Ed`q ne dwdbtshnm¯+ 05 Cdbdladq 0877 'Hmcdw9MDE 13/034/1988), Amnesty International, 
®Hq`m9 UA 351/88 ± Hq`m9 Ed`q ne dwdbtshnm¯+ 10 Cdbdladq 0877 'Hmcdw9MDE 13/035/1988(+ @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 T@ 243.77± 
Hq`m9 Ed`q ne dwdbtshnm¯+ 11 Cdbdladq 0877 'Hmcdw9MDE 13/036/1988). 
194  This quote was recorded in a letter that Amnesty International wrote to Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani on 12 December 1988.  The letter 
is on file with Amnesty International. 
195  The letter is on file with Amnesty International. 
196  Amnesty International, Biggest wave of political executions in Iran since early 1980s, 13 December 1988 (Index: MDE 13/031/88); 
Amnesty International, Iran: Political executions (Index: MDE 13/029/88). 
197  @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 T@ 226.77- Hq`m9 Ed`q ne dwdbtshnm¯+ 01 Cdbdladq 0877 'Hmcdw9MDE 13/033/1988); Amnesty 
Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 T@ 235.77- Hq`m9 Ed`q ne dwdbtshnm¯+ 05 Cdbdladq 0877 'Hmcdw9MDE 13/034/1988): @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 T@
351/88 - Hq`m9 Ed`q ne dwdbtshnm¯+ 10 Cdbdladq 0877 'Hmcdw9MDE 13/035/1988(+ : @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ ®Hq`m9 T@ 243.77- Iran: Fear of 
dwdbtshnm¯+ 12 December 1988 (Index: MDE 13/036/1988), 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/020/1988/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/022/1988/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/021/1988/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/023/1988/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/024/1988/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/025/1988/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/026/1988/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/027/1988/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/028/1988/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/030/1988/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/030/1988/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/033/1988/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/034/1988/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/035/1988/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/036/1988/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/031/1988/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/029/1988/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/033/1988/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/034/1988/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/035/1988/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/036/1988/en/
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acknowledging, and avoided any explicit reference to the mass killings. Instead, he focused on criticizing the 
July 1988 armed incursion of the PMOI in an apparent effort to misrepresent the executions as a legitimate 
response to an armed attack.198    

 

®Nmd ne sgd hrrtdr vd g`ud addm bqhshbhydc enq hr qdk`sdc sn sgd Ldqr`c
Nodq`shnm Zsgd m`ld ne Hq`m­r bntmsdq nodq`shnm `f`hmrs sgd OLNH
armed incursion of July 1988]. In this operation, a number of Mojahedin 
ZOLNH ldladqr\ £ vnqjdc g`mc hm g`mc vhsg R`cc`l ZGtrrdhm+ Hq`p­r
former president] to wage an attack to conquer Bakhtaran [in 
Kermanshah province, Western Iran] and move towards Tehran. They 
had plans to carry out killings. Well, we repressed them. What else 
should we have done? Should we have opened ... the gates of Tehran to 
them so they could establish a presence and kill people? In this 
context, we have no mercy and our system does not allow itself the 
qhfgs sn mns cdedmc hsrdke `mc mns s`jd cdbhrhud `bshnm-¯ 

Prime Minister Mir Hossein Mousavi is asked about the mass executions in an 
interview with the Austrian national public service broadcaster, OR,  in December 
1988199  

  Mir Hossein Mousavi © Didar News 

 

@qntmc sgd r`ld shld+ sgd Hq`mh`m bg`qfă c­`ee`hqdr hm Knmcnm+ Lng`ll`c Ldgch @jgntmcy`cdg A`rsh+
gave an interview to the BBC World Service which asked about reports of mass executions published by 
Amnesty International. The Hq`mh`m choknl`s r`hc+ ®Sgdrd `kkdf`shnmr vdqd l`cd otqdkx sn c`l`fd sgd
sincere and serious efforts by Iran to establish peace ̀mc sq`mpthkkhsx hm sgd `qd`-¯200  The BBC reporter 
subsequently asked if he was suggesting the reports were ®e`aqhb`sdc¯: gd qdokhdc sg`s @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k
had not been in contact with Iranian officials and that those who had taken part in the military incursion had 
been given fair trials.   

 
®Sgdx Z@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k\ g`c mn bnms`bs vhsg sgd Hq`mh`m
Embassy in London and no contact with the government. After 
the ceasefire, certain dissidents were aligned with the enemy 
and infiltrated the country, some [were] captured and tried. 
Sgdrd odnokd vdqd fhudm ` e`hq sqh`k£ `mc aqntfgs sn itrshbd-¯ 

The Iranian cg`qfă c­`ee`hqdr hm Knmcnm+ Lng`ll`c Ldgch @jgntmcy`cdg
Basti, in an interview with the BBC World Service, mid-December 1988201  

Mohammad Mehdi Akhoundzadeh Basti   
© JUSSI NUKARI/AFP/Getty Images 

 

In the Tehran Times, a state-affiliated English-language newspaper, Mohammad Mehdi Akhoundzadeh Basti 
rhlhk`qkx cdbk`qdc sg`s sgdqd v`r mn a`rhr enq @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r ®vhkc `bbtr`shnmr¯- Sgd `qshbkd `kkdfdc
sg`s @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r hmenql`shnm v`r k`qfdkx a`rdc nm ®oqnpaganda from opporhshnm fqntor-¯202    

In December 1988, Amnesty International also organized a rapid response action, which involved national 
sections of the organization seeking meetings with Iranian embassies around the world.203  During these 
embassy visits, which took place in countries including Canada, France, Japan, the Netherlands, Norway, 

 
198  The video interview, which was broadcast in German, is available with English and Persian subtitles at the following links: 
www.amnestymedia.org/mousavi-dec-12-with-copyright-english/, www. amnestymedia.org/mousavi-dec-12-with-copyright-farsi-ii/  
199  The video interview, which was broadcast in German, is available with English and Persian subtitles at the following links: 
www.amnestymedia.org/mousavi-dec-12-with-copyright-english/, www. amnestymedia.org/mousavi-dec-12-with-copyright-farsi-ii/ 
200  The transcript of this radio interview is on file with Amnesty International. 
201  The transcript of this radio interview is on file with Amnesty International. 
202  Amnesty International made a reference to this interview in an internal campaigning document that it sent to its campaign co-ordinators 
on 6 January 1989. The document is on file with Amnesty International. 
203  The rapid response action is on file with Amnesty International. 

http://www.amnestymedia.org/mousavi-dec-12-with-copyright-english/
https://amnestymedia.org/mousavi-dec-12-with-copyright-farsi-ii/
http://www.amnestymedia.org/mousavi-dec-12-with-copyright-english/
https://amnestymedia.org/mousavi-dec-12-with-copyright-farsi-ii/


 

68  
BLOOD-SOAKED SECRETS  
VGX HQ@M­R 0877 OQHRNMMASSACRES ARE ONGOING CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY  

Amnesty International 

Sweden, the UK and West Germany, Amnesty International delegates presented the names of execution 
victims. When Iranian officials denied that political executions were taking place, the delegates requested 
that the officials establish for each name on the list: whether the person had been executed; the date and 
place of execution; charges brought against the accused and the nature of trial and appeal proceedings 
followed prior to execution; and whether relatives were informed of the death sentence or execution.  

The response of Iranian officials was, by and large, denial. For example, 

¶ @s sgd Hq`mh`m dla`rrx hm Nss`v`+ B`m`c`+ nm 11 Cdbdladq 0877+ sgd bg`qfă c­`ee`hqdr+ Lng`ll`c
Ali Mour`uh+ r`hc sg`s ®sgd nmkx dwdbtshnmr vghbg g`ud s`jdm ok`bd nbbtqqdc `r rdke-defensive killings 
hm sgd bnmsdws ne a`sskd ctqhmf sgd Itkx hmu`rhnm ax sgd OLNH-¯ Sgd choknl`s `ccdc sg`s @lmdrsx
International had been unduly influenced by the negative image of Iran created by other bodies, 
including the PMOI and the media.204   

¶ @s sgd Hq`mh`m dla`rrx hm Nrkn+ Mnqv`x+ nm 12 Cdbdladq 0877+ sgd bg`qfă c­`ee`hqdr qdedqqdc sn
®sdmr ne sgntr`mcr ne sdqqnqhrsr¯ hm Hq`m `mc r`hc sgd fnudqmldms v`r nakhfdc sn ®cdedmc¯ sge people. 
Gnvdudq+ gd cdmhdc sg`s `mx ®l`rr`bqdr¯ g`c nbbtqqdc hm Hq`m rhmbd sgd 0868 qdunktshnm-205    

¶ At the Iranian embassy in Tokyo, Japan, on 3 March 1989, the first secretary, Raessinia, expressed 
his concern that the information regarding the mass exebtshnmr ®l`x g`ud addm `bpthqdc dwbktrhudkx
eqnl bntmsqhdr hm sgd vdrsdqm aknbj¯ `mc sg`s ®sgdqd `qd `kv`xr lhrs`jdr hm hmenql`shnm oqnuhcdc ax
Vdrsdqm bntmsqhdr-¯206   

Amnesty International followed up with further action in January 1989, writing letters to Abdulkarim Mousavi 
Ardebili, Ebrahim Habibi, Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani and the prosecutor general, Mohammad Mousavi 
Khoeniha. Copies were also sent to Ali Akbar Velayati and Deputy Supreme Leader Hossein Ali Montazeri, 
and, in the case of letters highlighting the situation of women victims, to two female members of parliament, 
Marzieh Hadidchi, also known as Tahreh Dabag, and Maryam Behrouzi, as they had replied to appeals from 
@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k ldladqr hm d`qkhdq xd`qr- Sgd kdssdqr dwoqdrrdc ®sgd cddodrs qdfqds `mc bnmbdqm¯
about the mass executions and asked for details of the charges on which the prisoners had been executed 
and whether they had been tried and under what procedures.207    

The same month, Amnesty International submitted a statement to the 45th session of the UN Commission 
nm Gtl`m Qhfgsr `mc ®`ood`kdc sn sgd hmsdqm`shnm`k bnlltmhsx sn aqhmf oqdrrtqd nm Hq`m sn dmc sgd v`ud ne
onkhshb`k dwdbtshnmr sgdqd-¯208   

The authorities, however, continued to deny the mass prisoner killings. In an interview broadcast by Tehran 
Radio on 13 February 1989, Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani stated that, following the armed incursion of the 
PMOI, some people had been executed for having participated in or collaborated with the invading force, 
and compared these executions to those of convicted war criminals in Europe at the end of World War II. He 
also said that the thousands of PMOI supporters executed had in fact been killed or captured during the 
incursion and that the PMOI was trying to disguise its losses by giving their names as execution victims.209   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
204  The records of the meeting are on file with Amnesty International. 
205  Sgd qdbnqcr ne sgd lddshmf `qd nm ehkd vhsg @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k- Sgd m`ld ne sgd bg`qfă c­`ee`hqdr hr mns qdbnqcdc- 
206  The records of the meeting are on file with Amnesty International. The first name of the first secretary is not recorded. 
207  The letters are on file with Amnesty International. 
208  Amnesty International, New Amnesty International move on executions in Iran, 30 January 1989 (Index: MDE 13/008/89). 
209  Amnesty International, Iran: Over 900 executions announced in five months, 19 June 1989 (Index: MDE 13/019/89). 
@kh @ja`q G`rgdlh Q`er`mi`mh­r ch`qhdr rtffdrs sg`s gd qdod`sdc sgd r`le claim in a meeting that he and Ali Akbar Velayati had with the 
then French minister of foreign affairs, Roland Dumas, on 5 February 1989. The diary notes that there was a discussion about human rights 
during the meeting and Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani amc @kh @ja`q Udk`x`sh snkc sgd Eqdmbg lhmhrsdq+ ®Monafeqin had lost their people 
ctqhmf sgd Ldqr`c Nodq`shnm `mc hm nqcdq sn itrshex sgdhq lhrs`jd+ sgdx g`c dw`ffdq`sdc sgd hrrtd ne dwdbtshnmr-¯ RddAyatollah Hashemi 
Rafsanjani Documents Centre+ ®Bnlodmr`shmf sgd Ldqr`c cded`s ax sgd mdvr ne ¬dwdbtshnmr­¯+ 4 Edaqt`qx 0878+www.bit.ly/2PIcgaa   

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/008/1989/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/019/1989/en/
http://www.bit.ly/2PIcgaa
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Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani repeated the same claim in an interview with a French television reporter in 
late 1988 or early 1989.210  Arjdc `ants @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r qdonqsr `ants sgdexecution of thousands 
since July 1988, he made the following statement: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

®Sghr hr o`qs ne sgd r`ld gnrshkd oqno`f`mc` sg`s g`r addm
going on against us and we believe that Amnesty 
International and some other centres move under the 
influence of our enemies. What has in fact happened here 
hr sg`s£ `ants entq nq ehud sgntr`mc Zldladqr ne sgd
PMOI attacked our country from Iraq] with all their 
resources and very few of them managed to return [to 
Iraq] alive. Such massive casualties are unbearable for a 
guerrilla organization which recruits its members with 
great difficulty outside the country and they must 
somehow persuade their sympathizers. Therefore, they 
have made up this issue of mass executions in order to 
disguise the people whom they lost during this foolish 
`qldc bnmeqnms`shnm `r sq`fhb dwdbtshnm b`rdr-¯211  

 

@kh @ja`q G`rgdlh Q`er`mi`mh mns`akx `ccdc+ ®Ctqhmf sgd hmbhcdms+ vd chrbnudqdc rnld ZOLNH\ dkdldmsr hm
prison who were commdbsdc vhsg sgd `qldc hmbtqrhnm `mc m`stq`kkx+ sgdx vdqd otmhrgdc-¯ Gnvdudq+ gd
dlog`rhydc sg`s ®sgdx vdqd mns l`mx¯+ ®sgdx vdqd kdrr sg`m ` gtmcqdc¯ `mc ®lnrs ne sgnrd sgdx `kkdfd
[were executed] were actually killed dtqhmf sgd `qldc bnmeqnms`shnm-¯212  

On 28 February 1989, the Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the UN in New York wrote to 
Amnesty International. The letter said:  

®Hmcddc+ sgd `tsgnqhshdr ne sgd Hrk`lhb Qdotakhb ne Hq`m g`ud `kv`xr cdmhdc sgd dwhrsdmbd ne `mxpolitical 
executions, but that does not contradict other subsequent statements which have confirmed that spies and 
sdqqnqhrsr g`ud addm dwdbtsdc-¯213    

In December 1990, Amnesty International issued a report entitled Iran: Violations of Human Rights 1987-
1990, which included a chapter on the mass killings of 1988.214  In response, the Islamic Republic News 
@fdmbx 'HQM@(+ Hq`m­r neehbh`k mdvr `fdmbx+ hrrtdc ` rs`sdldms nm 3 Cdbdladq qdhsdq`shmf sgd `tsgnqhshdr­
blanket denial of human rights violations, including the mass prisoner killings of 1988.215  The IRNA stated 
sg`s sgd `atrdr qdonqsdc ax @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k vdqd ®nesdm qdod`sdc `mc ltbg cdmhdc¯+ bhshmf `r `m
example the mass executions of 1988. It falsely reported that, during his first visit to Iran, the UN Special 
Representative met four men whose names were among those reported by Amnesty International to have 
been executed. 

In the next few years, Amnesty International issued further public outputs on the mass executions of 
1988.216  Gnvdudq+ `r rs`sdc hm ` aqhdehmf hrrtdc nm 0 Nbsnadq 0881+ ®sgd Hq`mh`m `tsgnqhshdr g`ud mdudq
acknowledged the mass executions and no new safeguards have been introduced to prevent such mass 

 
210  @m dwsq`bs ne sghr hmsdquhdv ax Q`er`mi`mh v`r bhsdc ax rdudq`k rs`sd ldch` ntskdsr hm 1/06- Rdd+ enq dw`lokd+ Fg`rdc Mdvr+ ®The 
hmsdqdrshmf `mrvdqr ne G`rgdlh Q`er`mi`mh sn ` Eqdmbg intqm`khrs `rjhmf `ants sgd 0877 dwdbtshnmr¯+ 2/ @oqhk 1/06+www.bit.ly/2nFdmE0  
211  Fg`rdc Mdvr+ ®Sgd hmsdqdrshmf `mrvdqr ne G`rgdlh Q`er`mi`mh sn ` Eqdmbg intqm`khrs `rjhmf `ants sgd 0877 dwdbtshnmr¯+ 2/ @oqhl 2017, 
www.bit.ly/2nFdmE0   
212  Ghasec Mdvr+ ®Sgd hmsdqdrshmf `mrvdqr ne G`rgdlh Q`er`mi`mh sn ` Eqdmbg intqm`khrs `rjhmf `ants sgd 0877 dwdbtshnmr¯+ 2/ @oqhk 1/07, 
www.bit.ly/2nFdmE0  
213  Amnesty International, Iran: Over 900 executions announced in five months, 19 June 1989 (Index: MDE 13/019/89); Amnesty 
International, Iran: Violations of human rights 1987-1990 (Index: MDE 13/021/1990), p. 11. 
214  Amnesty International, Iran: Violations of human rights 1987-1990 (Index: MDE 13/021/1990(: @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k+ Hq`m9 ®Qdkdmskdrr
`mc qtsgkdrr¯ `atrd ne a`rhb gtl`m qhfgsr: mdv @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k qdonqs bhsdr g`mfhmf+ snqstqd `mc i`hkhmf ne bqhshbr+ 4December 1990 
(Index: MDE 13/026/90). 
215  Amnesty International, Iran: Amnesty International responds to Iranian government, 20 December 1990 (Index: MDE 13/WU 07/90). 
216  See, for example, Amnesty International, Iran: Written statement to the 46th session of the UN Commission on Human Rights (Index: 
MDE 13/02/90); Amnesty International, Iran: Imprisonment, torture and execution of political opponents (Index: MDE 13/001/92); Amnesty 
International, Iran: Executions of prisoners continue unabated (Index: MDE 13/018/92).   

Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani © Jamaran 
 

http://www.bit.ly/2nFdmE0
http://www.bit.ly/2nFdmE0
http://www.bit.ly/2nFdmE0
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/019/1989/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/MDE13/021/1990/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/MDE13/021/1990/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/192000/mde130181992en.pdf
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killings from happening again. Many relatives still do not know for certain whether missing members of their 
e`lhkhdr vdqd `lnmf sgnrd jhkkdc£¯217  

6.1.2 HQ@M­R QDRONMRD SN TM GTL@M QHFGSR LDBG@MHRLR 
On 26 August and 14 September 1988, the UN Special Rapporteur on Summary and Arbitrary Executions 
sent cables to the Iranian minhrsdq ne enqdhfm `ee`hqr bnmbdqmhmf ®`kkdf`shnmr sg`s rhmbd Itkx 0877+ ` k`qfd
number of prisoners, said to be members or supporters of groups or organizations opposing the 
Government, had been executed and several others were facing imminent execution in various parts of the 
bntmsqx-¯218  Sgd Rodbh`k Q`oonqsdtq `ccdc sg`s+ ®`bbnqchmf sn hmenql`shnm qdbdhudc+ ` mtladq ne oqhrnmdqr
had their sentences of imprisonment changed to the death sentence or were executed even though their 
terms of imprisonment had beem bnlokdsdc-¯ 

On 28 September 1988, the UN Special Representative on the situation of human rights in Iran similarly 
vqnsd sn Hq`m­r odql`mdms qdoqdrdms`shud sn sgd TM hm Fdmdu`+ Rhqntr M`rrdqh+ q`hrhmf bnmbdqmr `ants `
®v`ud ne dwdbtshnmr¯ `kkdfdckx s`jhng place in Iran and asking for a response.219    

Records indicate that the Iranian authorities did not provide any substantive reply to these communications. 
Instead, they simply dismissed the allegations on the grounds that the source of some of the information was 
politically biased. Specific reference was made to the PMOI, which the authorities accused of broadcasting 
®onkhshb`k `mc oqno`f`mc` l`sdqh`k-¯220    

On 13 October 1988, the UN Special Representative issued an interim report raising concerns about ®qdbdms
qdonqsr ne ` qdmdvdc v`ud ne dwdbtshnmr hm sgd odqhnc eqnl Itkx sn Rdosdladq 0877¯-221   The report stated 
sg`s+ `bbnqchmf sn hmenql`shnm qdbdhudc ax sgd TM Rodbh`k Qdoqdrdms`shud hm Rdosdladq 0877+ ®` k`qfd
number of prisoners, members of opposition groups, were executed during the months of July, August and 
d`qkx Rdosdladq 0877-¯222    

On 9 November 1988, the UN Special Rapporteur on Summary or Arbitrary Executions cabled the Iranian 
government, reiterating the allegation of mass prisoner executions.223    

It was not until the end of November 1988 that the authorities responded by explicitly denying the wave of 
executions. During a meeting with the UN Special Representative held on 29 November 1988 concerning 
the mass prisoner killings of July-September 0877+ Lng`ll`c I`e`q L`g`kk`sh+ Hq`m­r odql`mdms
representative to the UN in New York, denied the mass execution presenting sgdl `r ®a`sskdehdkc jhkkhmfr-¯224   

Lng`ll`c I`e`q L`g`kk`sh qdhsdq`sdc Hq`m­r cdmh`kr nm 2 Cdbdladq 0877 oqhnq sn sgd `cnoshnm ne `
qdrnktshnm ax sgd TM Fdmdq`k @rrdlakx sg`s dwoqdrrdc ®fq`ud bnmbdqm¯ `ants ®` qdmdvdc v`ud ne
executions in the period July-Rdosdladq 0877¯ s`qfdshmf oqhrnmdqr ®adb`trdne sgdhq onkhshb`k bnmuhbshnmr-¯225   
Lng`ll`c I`e`q L`g`kk`sh b`kkdc sgd qdrnktshnm ®tmitrs¯ `mc r`hc ®` sdqqnqhrs nqf`mhy`shnm a`rdc hm Hq`p¯
v`r sgd l`hm rntqbd ne sgd ®e`jd hmenql`shnm¯ hmbktcdc hm hs-226  

 
217  Amnesty International, Iran: Executions of prisoners continue unabated (Index: MDE 13/018/92), p. 4.   
218  Special Rapporteur S. Amos Wako, Summary or arbitrary executions, 6 February 1989, UN Doc. E/CN.4/1989/25, p. 28, para. 142; see 
also Interim report on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, prepared by the Special Representative of the 
Commission on Human Rights, 13 October 1988, UN Doc. A/43/705, para. 69, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/43/705  
Note that the former document identifies 24 August and the latter document 26 August as the date when the Special Rapporteur sent his 
cable. 
219  Interim report on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, prepared by the Special Representative of the 
Commission on Human Rights, 13 October 1988, UN Doc. A/43/705, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/43/705, para. 10. 
220  See, for example, Interim report on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, prepared by the Special Representative 
of the Commission on Human Rights, 13 October 1988, UN Doc. A/43/705, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/43/705, 
para. 59; Report on the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iran, prepared by the Special Representative of the Commission 
on Human Rights, 26 January 1989, UN Doc. E/CN.4/1989/26, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26, paras 7 
and 72.  
221  Interim report on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, prepared by the Special Representative of the 
Commission on Human Rights, 13 October 1988, UN Doc. A/43/705, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/43/705, para. 80. 
222  Interim report on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, prepared by the Special Representative of the 
Commission on Human Rights, 13 October 1988, UN Doc. A/43/705, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/43/705, para. 47. 
223  Summary or arbitrary executions, report by the Special Rapporteur, Mr. S. Amos Wako, 6 February 1989, UN Doc. E/CN.4/1989/25, p. 
28, para. 146. 
224  Report on the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iran, prepared by the Special Representative of the Commission on 
Human Rights, 26 January 1989, UN Doc. E/CN.4/1989/26, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26, para. 7. 
225  UN General Assembly, Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, A/RES/43/137, 
www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/43/137, para. 5. 
226  Ettelaat+ ®L`g`kk`sh­r hmsdquhdv `ants sgd qdbdms qdrnktshnm ne sgd TM¯+ 2 Cdbdladq 0877+ o- 03- 

https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/192000/mde130181992en.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/43/705
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/43/705
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/43/705
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/43/705
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/43/705
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/43/137
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®L`mx jhkkhmfr g`c hm e`bs nbbtqqdc nm the battlefield, in the 
context of the war, following the invasion of the Islamic 
Qdotakhb ne Hq`m ax£ sgd M`shnm`k Khadq`shnm @qlx Zne sgd
OLNH\-¯ 

Bk`hlr l`cd ax Lng`ll`c I`e`q L`g`kk`sh+ Hq`m­r odql`mdms
representative to the UN in New York, as reported by the UN Special 
Representative227  

 

Mohammad Jafar Mahallati © ISNA 

 

Sgd TM Rodbh`k Qdoqdrdms`shud nm sgd rhst`shnm ne gtl`m qhfgsr hm Hq`m bg`kkdmfdc Hq`m­r ®fkna`k cdmh`k ne
sgd v`ud ne dwdbtshnmr¯ hm ghr mdws qdoort on Iran on 26 January 1989.228  Vghkd `bjmnvkdcfhmf sg`s ®`m
hmu`rhnm ne Hq`mh`m sdqqhsnqx v`r tmcdqs`jdm ax qdadk Hq`mh`m fqntor hm Itkx 0877¯+ sgd TM Rodbh`k
Qdoqdrdms`shud mnsdc sg`s rtll`qx nq `qahsq`qx dwdbtshnmr vdqd qdonqsdc ®hm ok`bdr sg`s vdqd mns `eedbsdc
by milhs`qx nodq`shnmr-¯229   He explained:  

®Lnrs ne sgd `kkdfdc uhbshlr vdqd r`hc sn ad ldladqr nq rtoonqsdqr ne sgd Odnokd&r Lni`gdchm Nqf`mhy`shnm ne
Iran, but members of other opposition groups, such as the Tudeh Party, the People's Fadaiyan Organization, Rahe 
Kargar and the Komala Organization in Iranian Kurdistan, as well as at least 11 Mullas, were also said to be 
among the alleged victims. Many of the people said to have been executed had been serving prison terms for 
several years, while others were former prisoners who were rearrested and then executed. It would therefore 
seem unlikely that these persons could have taken part in violent activitiesagainst the Government, such as 
participation in the [PMOI] incursion into the western part of the Islamic Reptakhb ne Hq`m hm Itkx 0877-¯230   

Sgd TM Rodbh`k Qdoqdrdms`shud `oodmcdc `m `mmdw sn ghr qdonqs- Sghr khrsdc sgd m`ldr ne 0+/73 ®odqrnmr
allegedly executed in the Islamic Republic of Iran during [the] period July-Cdbdladq 0877¯231 , and noted 
sg`s ®sgdqd vdqd hm `kk oqna`ahkhsx rdudq`k sgntr`mc uhbshlr-¯232   

Sgd TM Rodbh`k Qdoqdrdms`shud bnmbktcdc9 ®Sgdrd `kkdf`shnmr cdrdqud sn ad sgd rtaidbs ne cds`hkdc
investigation and information from the Government concerned, in conformity with imsdqm`shnm`k oq`bshbd-¯233   

Nm 5 L`qbg 0878+ ctqhmf sgd 34sg rdrrhnm ne sgd TM Bnllhrrhnm nm Gtl`m Qhfgsr+ Hq`m­r odql`mdms
representative to the UN in Geneva, Sirous Nasseri, said that his government was preparing an official 
response to the list of names annexed to the January 1989 report of the UN Special Representative.234   
Gnvdudq+ hm ` oqdkhlhm`qx qdokx gd bk`hldc sg`s ®03/ m`ldr nm sg`s khrs vdqd e`krd¯ `mc bnmbdqmdc
®hmchuhct`kr Zvgn\ g`c mns addm dwdbtsdc ats g`c chdc hm a`sskd ctqhmf sgd hmu`rhnm ne Iranian territory in 
Itkx 0877-¯235  

 
227  Report on the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iran, prepared by the Special Representative of the Commission on 
Human Rights, 26 January 1989, UN Doc. E/CN.4/1989/26, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26, para. 7. 
228  Report on the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iran, prepared by the Special Representative of the Commission on 
Human Rights, 26 January 1989, UN Doc. E/CN.4/1989/26, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26, para. 68. 
229  Report on the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iran, prepared by the Special Representative of the Commission on 
Human Rights, 26 January 1989, UN Doc. E/CN.4/1989/26, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26, para. 68. 
230  Report on the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iran, prepared by the Special Representative of the Commission on 
Human Rights, 26 January 1989, UN Doc. E/CN.4/1989/26, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26, para. 17. 
231  Report on the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iran, prepared by the Special Representative of the Commission on 
Human Rights, 26 January 1989, UN Doc. E/CN.4/1989/26, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26, pp. 22-42.   
232  Report on the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iran, prepared by the Special Representative of the Commission on 
Human Rights, 26 January 1989, UN Doc. E/CN.4/1989/26, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26, para. 16.   
233  Report on the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iran, prepared by the Special Representative of the Commission on 
Human Rights, 26 January 1989, UN Doc. E/CN.4/1989/26, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26, para. 68.   
234  Interim report on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, prepared by the Special Representative of the 
Commission on Human Rights in accordance with Commission resolution 1989/66 and Economic and Social Council Decision1989/184, 2 
November 1989, UN Doc. A/44/620, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/44/620, para. 59. 
235  Interim report on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, prepared by the Special Representative of the 
Commission on Human Rights, 2 November 1989, UN Doc. A/44/620, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/44/620, para. 
59. 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/44/620
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/44/620
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®03/£ m`ldr ne sgd hmchuhct`kr r`hc sn g`ud addm dwdbtsdc chc mns
appear in the registers of the prisons, hospitals or even cemeteries 
investigated. That fact indicated that those individuals had not been 
executed but had died in battle during the invasion of Iranian territory in 
Itkx 0877-¯ 

Rhqntr M`rrdqh+ Hq`m­r odql`mdms qdoqdrdms`shud sn sgd TM hm Fdmdu`+ hm qdronmrd sn
concerns raised by the UN about the mass prisoner killings of July-September 
1988236  

 

 

The full response promised was never submitted. Instead, on 26 June 1989, the UN Special Representative 
received two evasive letters from the Iranian authorities, one from Mohammad Hossein Lavasani, the deputy 
minister of foreign affairs, the other from the foreign ministry. 

Sgd ehqrs kdssdq rs`sdc sg`s+ ®sgd Hrk`lhb Qdotakhb ne Hq`m b`mmns+ `mc vhkk mns+ gnkc hsrdke bnllhssdc sn
answering allegations originated from certain terrorist groups and war-shld sq`hsnqr¯ `mc chrlhrrdc sgd khrs ne
execution victims `oodmcdc sn sgd qdonqs ne sgd Rodbh`k Qdoqdrdms`shud `r ` khrs sg`s ®bntkc udqx d`rhkx ad
oqdo`qdc ax `mx noonrhshnm fqnto¯- Sgd kdssdq bnmshmtdc9 

®Mdudqsgdkdrr+ `r `m hmchb`shnm ne hsr fnnc-will in cooperating with the Special Representative, the Islamic of 
Republic, having reviewed the list of names annexed to the final report, announces that 140 out of the total list of 
persons alleged to have been executed in Tehran are forgeries and virtually non-existent individuals, which 
clearly proves the information provided by the terrorist groups to be purely false and to have been conveyed only 
for self-serving political purposes. Needless to point out that any single forgery suffices to discredit the source 
ne hmenql`shnm-¯237   

 
236  Interim report on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, prepared by the Special Representative of the 
Commission on Human Rights, 2 November 1989, UN Doc. A/44/620, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/44/620, para. 
59 . 
237  Interim report on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, prepared by the Special Representative of the 
Commission on Human Rights, 2 November 1989, UN Doc. A/44/620, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/44/620, p. 6. 

Sirous Nasseri © ISNA/Morteza Farajabadi 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/44/620
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/44/620
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The second letter similarly stated:  

®Rhmbd sgd itchbh`k rxrsdl hm d`bg rs`sd hr dmenqbdc hmcdodmcdmskx+ sgd Hrk`lhb Qdotakhb ne Hq`m+ sgdqdenqd+ cndr
not hold itself obliged to answer questions which directly violate this axiom. On the other hand, lists such as the 
nmd `mmdwdc sn Xntq Dwbdkkdmbx­r qdonqs bntkc udqx d`rhkx ad oqdo`qdc ax `mx noonrhshnm fqnto Zvghbg ad`qr\ mn
commitment towards the Constitution and the established values in their country. In this connection, it is 
instructive to refer to 140 forged names and particulars in your annexed list, [which] prove as false and baseless 
[as] all allegations of your sources and which, even taken individually, suffibd sn chrbqdchs rtbg rntqbdr-¯238  

Neither letter commented on the fate and whereabouts of the remaining 944 people mentioned in the annex 
ne sgd TM Rodbh`k Qdoqdrdms`shud­r qdonqs-  

@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k hcdmshehdc sgd `kkdfdckx ®enqfdc¯ m`ldr snwhich the numbers listed by the Iranian 
authorities refer (which total 141 rather than 140) in the annex of the January 1989 report of the UN Special 
Representative.239  It then searched for them in the following two sources: the list of execution victims 
prepared by the banned opposition group PMOI; and the list compiled by the Committee for the Defence of 
Human Rights in Iran (see section 2.2.2). For 117 of the 141 individuals, Amnesty International managed to 
match their name against the name of one of the recorded victims of the mass executions of 1988 (see 
annex 2). Amnesty International also obtained profile pictures of 13 of these individuals, shown below.   

 
238  Interim report on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, prepared by the Special Representative of the 
Commission on Human Rights, 2 November 1989, UN Doc. A/44/620, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/44/620 p. 9. 
239  The Hq`mh`m fnudqmldms­r Itmd 0878 qdokx sn sgd TM qdedqr sn sgd ®03/ enqfdc m`ldr¯ ax khrshmf o`fd mtladqr `mc+ enq d`bg o`fd
mtladq+ adsvddm svn `mc 03 ®dmsqx¯ mtladqr- Sgd sns`k ®dmsqhdr¯ ldmshnmdc `bst`kkx `cc to sn 030 q`sgdq sg`m 03/- Sgd `mmdw nf the 
January 1989 report of the UN Special Representative contains numbered pages with a single column of alphabetically ordered names on 
d`bg o`fd+ ats mn ®dmsqx¯ mtladqr- @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k tmcdqrsnnc sgd ®dmsqx¯ mtladq sn ad ` qdedqdmbd sn sgd onrhshnm ne she name in 
sgd bnktlm nm sgd o`fd bnmbdqmdc+ rtbg sg`s+ enq dw`lokd+ ®dmsqx¯ 03 nm o`fd 11 hr sgd 03sg m`ld eqnl sgd sno hm sgd bnktlm nf names 
on page 22. 

An extract from the reply of the Iranian government to the UN in June 1989, which denied the mass prisoner killings of July-September 1988 and claimed that 
sgdqd vdqd ®03/ enqfdc m`ldr¯ hm sgd khrs ne qdonqsdc dwdbtshnm uhbshlr rtalhssdc ax sgd TM Rodbh`k Qdoqdrdms`shud: d`bg ne she numbers under the column 
®Dmsqhdr¯ qdedqr sn `m hmchuhct`k qdonqsdc sn g`ud addm dwdbtsdc- 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/44/620
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Amnesty International has also been able to obtain the pictures of individual gravestones for eight people 
whom were declared as ®mnm-dwhrsdms¯ ax sgd Hq`mh`m `tsgnqhshdr- Sgd cdmh`k ne sgd dwhrsdmbd ne L`ihc @q`fgh+
Sayed Taher Bazzaz, Aghdas Hemmati, Mohammad Hassan Rahimi Motam, Maryam Pakbaz, Mohammad 
Safaie (also written as Safaie Fakhoudi), Nasrin Rajabi, and Parviz Salimi has been despite the fact the 
Iranian authorities have themselves identified these graves as their place of burial. 

Ohbstqdr ne 02 odnokd vgnl sgd Hq`mh`m bk`hldc vdqd ®enqfdqhdr `mc uhqst`kkx mnm-existent indhuhct`kr¯ `esdq sgd TM Rodbh`k Qdoqdrdms`shud qdbdhudc hmenql`shnm 
about their execution and asked the authorities to comment on their fate and whereabouts. Their names are (from top left to bottom right): Jabbar Shabani; Maryam 
Pakbaz; Abolghassem Zahraei; Nasrin Rajabi; Aghdas Hemmati; Mohammad Reza Sadeghi; Simin Kheyrieh Safaei; Asef Razmdideh; Parviz Salimi; Mahmud Pool-Chi; 
Amir Hushang Hadikhanlu (misspelled in the Special Representathud­r qdonqs `r G`chjm`mkt(: Seyed Ahmad Seyedian; and Vahid Saeidi Nejad Qomi. (recorded in the 
Special Representathud­r qdonqs `rVahid Saeidi Nejad). © Private 
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Pictures of individual gravestones for eight people, Majid Araghi, Sayed Taher Bazzaz, Aghdas Hemmati, Mohammad Hassan Rahimi Motam, Maryam Pakbaz, 
Lng`ll`c R`e`dh '`krn vqhssdm `r R`e`hd E`jgntch(+ M`rqhm Q`i`ah+ `mc O`quhy R`khlh vgnl vdqd cdbk`qdc `r ®mnm-dwhrsdms¯ ax sgd Hq`mh`m `tsgnqhshdr cdrohsd sgd e`bs
sgd `tsgnqhshdr sgdlrdkudr g`ud hcdmshehdc sgdrd fq`udr `r sgd uhbshlr­ ok`bd ne atrial. © Private 
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NASRIN RAJABI 

Nasrin Rajabi is one of the individuals who the Iranian authorities claimed did not exist in their response 
to the UN. Amnesty International has, however, obtained the testimony of a former prisoner, Tahereh 
Khorrami, who specifically remembers Nasrin Rajabi from when they were in prison together in 
connection with their support for the PMOI in the early 1980s in Ilam, Ilam province.240  She said that she 
stayed in touch with Nasrin Rajabi after they were both released in the mid-1980s. Tahereh Khorrami left 
Iran in March 1988, but she learnt that Nasrin Rajabi was rearrested and summarily killed immediately 
after the armed incursion of the PMOI in 1988. 

Amnesty International also accessed the testimony of a family member, Neda Rahmati, who said her 
sister Marzieh Rahmati and four other women including Nasrin Rajabi were forcibly disappeared and 
extrajudicially executed during the mass prisoner killings of 1988 in Ilam.241  She said several months after 
the executions, the authorities called sgd vnldm­r families, told them that their loved ones had been 
executed and gave them an address and a number, saying it was the location where they were buried. 
The families subsequently found the bodies in a mass grave at the site, which was on a hill on the 
outskirts of Saleh Abad cemetery outside Ilam. Despite acknowledging the execution of Nasrin Rajabi and 
the location of her bural in an unmarked mass grave, the authorities claimed that she v`r ` ®mnm-
dwhrsdms¯ hmchuhct`k hmtheir reply to the UN Special Representative (see section 5.3).  

 

 
240  Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Tahereh Khorrami from Justice for Iran, which conducted the interview with her in 
person. 
241  Rdd Mdc` Q`gl`sh­r rs`sdldms `sLandscape of Pain, www.painscapes.com/cities/530 

M`rqhm Q`i`ah `mc S`gdqdg Jgnqq`lh `s S`gdqdg­r
wedding. © Private 
 

Ohbstqd ne M`rqhm Q`i`ah­r fq`ud hm R`kdg @a`c fq`udrhsd hm
Ilam. © Private 
 

http://www.painscapes.com/cities/530
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AGHDAS HEMMATI 

 

Aghdas Hemmati is another prisoner who the authorities claimed did not exist in their response to the 
UN. Amnesty International was told by a survivor from Semnan prison, Asadollah Nabavi, that he knew 
Aghdas Hemmati and her family directly.242  He said that, in August 1988, she was briefly held in a cell 
adjacent to his in solitary confinement in Semnan prison and that they communicated with each other via 
Morse code shortly before she was taken away. Asadollah Nabavi told Amnesty International that, in her 
message sent via Morse code, Aghdas Hemmati told him that she was subjected to prolonged 
interrogations under torture and other ill-treatment.243  The next day, she told him that she knew she was 
going to be executed as she had been interrogated without a blindfold and had seen her interrogators. 
She was transferred out of solitary confinement after midnight the same night and was never seen again. 

 

In his next report to the UN Commission on Human Rights on 2 November 1989, the UN Special 
Representative spoke of the mass prisoner killings of July-September 1988 no longer as an allegation but as 
a verified fact. He stated:  

®Sgd hmenql`shnm dl`m`shmf eqnl u`qhntr rntqbdr+ hmbktchmf Hq`mh`m rntqbdr+ `mc sn rnld cdfqdd corroborated 
by official statements, confirmed that politically motivated mass executions took place in the second quarter of 
1988 and that among those executed were prisoners who were serving sentences including some whose 
rdmsdmbdr vdqd `ants sn ad bnmbktcdc hm ` edv c`xr `mc nsgdqr vgn g`c addm qdb`ostqdc-¯244     

Despite this, the UN failed to take appropriate action. Not only was there no condemnation from, or 
investigation authorized by, the then UN Commission on Human Rights and no referral by the UN General 
Assembly to the Security Council, the General Assembly did not even follow up on its resolution of 8 
December 1988 which had expressdc ®fq`ud bnmbdqm¯ `ants ®` qdmdvdc v`ud ne dwdbtshnmr hm sgd odqhnc
July-Rdosdladq 0877¯ s`qfdshmf oqhrnmdqr ®adb`trd ne sgdhq onkhshb`k bnmuhbshnmr¯-245   Prior to its adoption, 
sghr qdrnktshnm g`c addm rsqnmfkx bqhshbhydc ax Hq`m­r odql`mdms qdoqdrdms`shue to the UN in New York, 
Lng`ll`c I`e`q L`g`kk`sh- Gd g`c b`kkdc hs ®tmitrs¯ `mc r`hc ®` sdqqnqhrs nqf`mhy`shnm a`rdc hm Hq`p¯ v`r
sgd l`hm rntqbd ne sgd ®e`jd hmenql`shnm¯ hmbktcdc hm hs-246   

The next UN General Assembly resolution on the situation of human rights in Iran on 15 December 1989 
bnloqhrdc nmkx ehud aqhde o`q`fq`ogr `mc sgd vnqc ®bnmbdqm¯ chc mns dudm `ood`q- Hs cndr mns l`jd ` rhmfkd
reference to the violations of human rights that were taking place in the country, including the systematic 
concealment of the fate and whereabouts of the victims of the mass prisoner killings of July-September 
0877- Hs rhlokx rs`sdr sg`s sgd TM Fdmdq`k @rrdlakx ®cdbhcdr sn bnmshmtd sgd dw`lhm`shnm ne sgd rhst`shnm ne

 
242  Amnesty International interviewed Asadollah Nabavi in person in October 2017. 
243  Amnesty International interviewed Asadollah Nabavi in person in October 2017. 
244  Interim report on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, prepared by the Special Representative of the 
Commission on Human Rights, 2 November 1989, UN Doc. A/44/620, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/44/620, para. 
110. 
245  UN General Assembly, Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, A/RES/43/137, 
www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/43/137, para. 5.  
246  Ettelaat+ ®L`g`kk`sh­r hmsdquhdv `ants sgd qdbdms qdrnktshnm ne sgd TM¯+ 2 Cdbdladq 0877+ o- 03- 

Aghdas Hemmati and her husband, Hossein Moakeddi, at their 
wedding. © Private 

Ohbstqd ne @fgc`r Gdll`sh­r fq`udrsnmd hm Rdlm`m- Ã Oqhu`sd 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/44/620
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/43/137
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human rights in Iran during its forty-fifth session in the light of additional elements provided by the 
Bnllhrrhnm nm Gtl`m Qhfgsr `mc sgd Dbnmnlhb `mc Rnbh`k Bntmbhk-¯247    

Sgd TM­r e`hktqd sn `bs etqsgdq dlankcdmdc sgd `tsgnqhshdr sn odqrhrs hm sgdhq chr`unv`kr ne sgd sqtsg- Hm
January 1990, in a meeting with the UN Special Representative, Abdollah Noori, the interior minister, denied 
the mass executions and claimed that the reports of mass killings was a propaganda campaign run by the 
PMOI in order to conceal their casualties at the battlefield.248  

 

  

®Hm nqcdq sn bnmbd`k sgd cded`s ne sgd hmu`cdqr+ ` b`lo`hfm g`c
been organized abroad alleging that invaders captured on the 
battlefield had been executed en masse, together with imprisoned 
ldladqr ne sgd r`ld fqnto-¯ 

Abdollah Noori, the interior minister in 1990, denying the mass prisoner 
killings of July-September 1988 in his meeting with the UN Special 
Representative on 24 January 1990249  

Abdollah Noori © Omidnameh 

 

Hm Nbsnadq 088/+ Hq`m­r cdotsx enqdhfm lhmhrsdq+ L`mntbgdgq Lnss`jh+submitted a reply to the UN Special 
Representative concerning 3,620 cases of executions which had been mentioned in the Special 
Qdoqdrdms`shud­r qdonqsr adsvddm I`mt`qx 0877 sn Edaqt`qx 088/- Sgd neehbh`k qdokx chc mns `bjmnvkdcfd `
single execution carriec nts hm 0877- Sgd `tsgnqhshdr bk`hldc sg`s ®sgd m`ldr ne 1+0/8 odqrnmr `kkdfdckx
dwdbtsdc b`mmns ad qdbnfmhydc-¯ Enq sgd qdl`hmhmf 0+400+ sgdx oqnuhcdc u`ftd bnlldmsr sg`s hmbktcdc
bk`hlhmf sgd qdonqsdc dwdbtshnm uhbshlr vdqd `khud+ ®rstcxhmf hm Hq`mh`m tmhudqrhshdr¯+ ®vnqjhmf hm cheedqdms
nqf`mhy`shnmr ne sgd Hrk`lhb Qdotakhb¯ nq ®rstcxhmf `aqn`c¯: sg`s sgdx vdqd cd`c ctd ®sn m`stq`k b`trdr¯ nq
®rsqdds bk`rgdr `mc bk`rgdr vhsg anqcdq sqnnor¯: sg`s sgdx ®g`c `bghdudc l`qsxqcnl vghkd bnmeqnmshmf sgd
Revoluthnm­r dmdlhdr¯: sg`s sgdx ®vdqd qdkd`rdc eqnl oqhrnm¯: sg`s sgdx g`c ®mdudq addm `qqdrsdc¯: sg`s sgdx
g`c ®rntfgs rgdksdq hm enqdhfm bntmsqhdr¯: nq sg`s sgdx vdqd ®gdkc `r oqhrnmdqr ne v`q hm Hq`p¯- 

The Iranian authorities said that the information includec hm sgd qdokx ®g`c addm bnlohkdc ax sgd Rs`shrshbr
Department of the Minister of Justice, the Police Identification Unit, and the Registry and Statistics 
Nqf`mhy`shnm¯-250    

In his next report on 6 November 1990, the UN Special Representative included a supplementary list of 346 
additional persons allegedly executed in Iran between 1981 and 1990, 47 of whom were recorded as 
executed in 1988.251  The Iranian government subsequently replied, commenting on the list while refusing to 
acknowledge any of the reported executions from 1988. Of the 47 executions recorded as having been 
carried out in 1988, the authorities did not provide any reply on 23. With regards to the remaining 24, they 
made comments that included claiming that the reported execution victims had been previously imprisoned 
adb`trd ne ®sgdhq noonrhshnm sn sgd Hrk`lhb Qdotakhb ne Hq`m¯ ats vdqd k`sdq qdkd`rdc: sg`s sgdx vdqd `khud `mc
wdqd ®rstcxhmf `s tmhudqrhshdr¯ nq ®rstcxhmf `aqn`c¯: sg`s sgdx ®khudc `mc vnqjdc hm sgd Hrk`lhb Qdotakhb ne
Hq`m¯: sg`s sgdx g`c ®drb`odc sn enqdhfm bntmsqhdr¯ `esdq adhmf qdkd`rdc eqnl oqhrnm nq hm nqcdq sn `unhc
bnmrbqhoshnm: sg`s sgdx vdqd ®gdkc `r oqhrnmdqr ne v`q hm Hq`p¯: sg`s sgdx g`c ®chdc ctd sn m`stq`k b`trdr¯: nq
sg`s sgdx ®g`c `bghdudc l`qsxqcnl vghkd bnmeqnmshmf sgd Qdunktshnm­r dmdlhdr-¯252    

 
247  UN General Assembly, Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, A/RES/44/163, 
www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/44/163, para. 5. 
248  Report on the situation of human rights in Iran, prepared by the Special Representative of the Commission on Human Rights, 12 
February 1990, UN Doc. E/CN.4/1990/24, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1990/24, para. 119. 
249  Report on the situation of human rights in Iran, prepared by the Special Representative of the Commission on Human Rights, 12 
February 1990, UN Doc. E/CN.4/1990/24, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1990/24, para. 119. 
250  Interim report on the situation of human rights in Iran, prepared by the Special Representative of the Commission on Human Rights, 6 
November 1990, UN Doc. A/45/697, Appendix VI, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/45/697, p, 94. 
251  Interim report on the situation of human rights in Iran, prepared by the Special Representative of the Commission on Human Rights, 6 
November 1990, UN Doc. A/45/697, Appendix I, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/45/697, pp. 69-80. Amnesty 
International arrived at these numbers by exporting the list of executions included in the November 1990 report of the UN Special 
Representative into a spreadsheet and filtering the entries that concerned executions carried out in 1988. 
252  Report on the situation of human rights in Iran, prepared by the Special Representative of the Commission on Human Rights, 13 
February 1991, UN Doc. E/CN.4/1991/35, Annex 3, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1991/35, pp. 104-114. 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/44/163
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1990/24
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/45/697
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/45/697
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1991/35
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Amnesty International searched the 47 names of those reported to have been executed in 1988 in the lists 
prepared by the PMOI and the Committee for the Defence of Human Rights in Iran as well as the database 
of the Abdorrahman Boroumand Center and found that 35 are listed in at least one of the three sources as 
among the victims of the mass executions of 1988. These include victims who the authorities declared had 
been released, were studying in universities, were living and working in Iran, were studying abroad or had 
escaped to foreign countries (see annex 3). Amnesty International also obtained profile pictures of 11 of 
them, shown below. 

 

Aqd`jcnvm ne sgd Hq`mh`m `tsgnqhshdr­ qdronmrdr sn sgd TM `ants sgd e`sd ne sgnrd jhkkdc ctqhmf sgdmass prisoner killings of 1988. © Amnesty International 

Pictures of 11 reported execution victims whose executions the Iranian authorities refused to acknowledge to the UN. In five cases - Shokrollah Meshkinfam, Gholam 
Reza Kia Kajoury (lhrrodkkdc hm sgd Rodbh`k Qdoqdrdms`shud­r qdonqs `r Jk`jinqx(+ L`qyhdg Q`gl`sh+ M`rqhm Rgni`hd `mc Lng`ll`c R`hc G`cc`ch 'roelled in the Special 
Qdoqdrdms`shud­r qdonqs `rMohammad-Saiid Haddadi) - they provided no comment.  In four cases, Fariba Ahmady, Farahnaz Ahmady, Mansour Ahmady and Gholam 
Qdy` Snqjontq+ sgdx bk`hldc sgd qdonqsdc uhbshlr vdqd ®rstcxhmf `s tmhudqrhshdr¯ nq ®rstcxhmf `aqn`c¯- Hm sgd qdl`hmhmf b`rdr bnmbdqmhmf Ahi`m A`y`qf`m `mc
Lng`ll`c @gl`cx+ sgdx bk`hldc sg`s sgd enqldq ®g`c drb`odc sn ` enqdhfm bntmsqx¯ `mc sgd k`ssdq v`r qdkd`rdc- Sgd m`ldr `qd+from top left to bottom right: 
Mohammad Ahmady, Shokrollah Meshkinfam, Fariba Ahmady, Mansour Ahmady, Farahnaz Ahmady, Gholam Reza Kia Kajoury, Nasrin Shojaie, Bijan Bazargan, Marzieh 
Rahmati, Mohammad Said Haddadi, and Gholam Reza Torkpour. © Private 
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FARAHNAZ, FARIBA, MANSOUR AND MOHAMMAD AHMADY 

 
Siblings Farahnaz, Fariba, Mansour and Mohammad Ahmady were among prisoners forcibly disappeared 
and extrajudicially executed in the mass prisoner killings of 1988. Yet, Iran, in its response to the UN, 
claimed that Farahnaz and Fariba were alive and studying at university, that Mansour Ahmady was 
studying abroad and that Mohammad Ahmady had been released. Amnesty International has, however, 
spoken to their brother, Masoud Ahmady253  and he said that his sisters, Farahnaz and Fariba had been 
arrested in the mid-1980s in Esfahan when they were 17 and 19 years old respectively. They were 
rdquhmf rdmsdmbdr ne rdudq`k xd`qr­ hloqhrnmldms vgdm sgdx vdqd dwdbtsdc hm Dre`g`m oqhrnm hm 0877-
Masoud Ahmady also told Amnesty International that his brother Mohammad had been arrested in the 
early 1980s and was serving a 15-year prison term when he was executed. Mansour Ahmady was 
arrested in 1988 and executed in Shiraz prison in the same year. Masoud Ahmady said that the 
authorities warned his family not to hold a memorial service for their loved ones and, when they learned 
that the family had defied their order, they raided their house and disrupted the ceremony. 

 

MARZIEH RAHMATI 

 

Marzieh Rahmati was forcibly disappeared and extrajudicially executed during the mass prisoner killings 
of 1988 in Ilam, western Iran, after spending about seven years in prison. Several months after her 

 
253  Amnesty International interviewed Masoud Ahmady in person in October 2017. 

Masoud Ahmady, holding the pictures of his siblings, four of whom were executed 
during the 1988 mass executions. © Amnesty International 
 

 Farahnaz Ahmady (top left), Fariba Ahmady (top right), Mohammad Ahmady 
(bottom left) and Mansour Ahmady (bottom right). © Private 
 

 Marzieh Rahmati © Private 

 

Ohbstqd ne L`qyhdg Q`gl`sh­r fq`udrsnmd hm Hk`l- Ã Oqhu`sd 
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execution, the authorities called her family, told them that she had been executed and gave them an 
`ccqdrr `mc ` mtladq+ r`xhmf hs v`r sgd knb`shnm vgdqd rgd v`r atqhdc- L`qyhdg Q`gl`sh­r e`lhkx vdqd
able to find her body, along with several other bodies, in a mass grave at the site, which was on a hill on 
the outskirts of Saleh Abad cemetery outside Ilam. Despite acknowledging to her family that she had been 
executed and buried in an unmarked mass grave, the authorities provided no comment about her in their 
reply to the Special Representative.  

@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k nas`hmdc sgd sdrshlnmx ne L`qyhdg Q`gl`sh­r rhrsdq+ Mdc` Q`gl`sh+ vgn snkc sgd
organization that her sister had finished her prison sentence and was due to be released when she was 
executed.254  L`qyhdg Q`gl`sh­r e`lhkx v`rlooking to secure a property deed as the authorities had 
conditioned her release upon posting a property deed as bail. She said that her family owned a property, 
but it did not have a registered deed and were thus unable to secure the bail order. Marzieh Rahmati was 
shot by firing squad two or three months after her release order. 

 

These evasive and distorted responses from the Iranian authorities in 1991 are the last formal exchanges 
between Iran and the UN on the mass prisoner killings of July-September 1988 that are cited in the reports 
of the UN Special Representative. 

Given the gravity of the crimes committed in 1988, bearing all the hallmarks of crimes against humanity (see 
chapter 9 for the legal analysis), and the credibility of the reports and evidence related to them, the Iranian 
authorities should not have been able to shield themselves from scrutiny by unconvincing blanket denials 
and mere intransigence. Sadly, that is what happened. 

As a result of this, the Iranian authorities have been emboldened to continue the concealment of the truth 
about the fate of the victims and the location of their remains and maintain a strategy of deflection and 
denial regarding enforced disappearances and arbitrary, summary or extrajudicial executions that continues 
to this day.  

6.2 DENIAL AND DISTORTION IN IRAN 
While internationally the Iranian authorities were issuing blanket denials, domestically, in the second half of 
1988 and early 1989, they made statements that implicitly confirmed the executions but sought to disguise 
`mc chrsnqs sgdhq m`stqd `mc rb`kd `mc ®itrshex¯ sgdl- 

Some of the statements presented the executions as a just and lawful response to a small group of violent 
hmchuhct`kr vgn g`c rshqqdc to ®qhnsr¯ `mc rnldgnv bnkktcdc vhsg sgd OLNI from inside prison to support 
and join its armed incursion. Others claimed that the executed prisoners had all been on death row for 
several years. All the reactions downplayed the scale of the mass killings by representing the death toll as 
®knv¯ nq ®hmrhfmhehb`ms¯- 

Enq dw`lokd+ nm 6 Cdbdladq 0877+ R`xdc @kh Jg`ldmdh+ Hq`m­r sgdm oqdrhcdms `mc btqqdms Rtoqdld Kd`cdq+
was quoted in an official newspaper saying:  

®Cn xnt sghmj vd rgntkc g`mc nts rvddsr sn ` odqrnm vgn g`r addm hmunkudc eqnl hmrhcd oqhson with the activities 
of monafeqin who launched an armed attack within the borders of the Islamic Republic? If his relationship with 
that apparatus has been made clear, what should we do to him? He is punishable by the death penalty and we 
would certainly exebtsd ghl-¯255    

On 8 December 1988, Speaker of Parliament Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani said in an interview with the 
Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB):  

®£ sgdqd `qd rnld b`rdr vgdqd hmchuhct`kr bnllhs sqd`rnm `mc sgdx cdrdqud otmhrgldms- Vdkk+ sheir 
punishment is announced. For example, take this recent incident of the Mersad Operation. We found out through 
those of them [PMOI combatants] who were taken as captives that some inside the country were in contact with 
them [PMOI combatants]. It is only natural that they are punished for co-operating with an aggressor against the 

 
254  Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Neda Rahmati from Justice for Iran, which conducted the interview with her by voice 
call. 
255  AAB Odqrh`m+ ®Neehbh`k rs`sdldmsr `ants sgd dwdbtshnmr ne sgd 087/r¯+ 01 Rdosdladq 1/02+
www.bbc.com/persian/mobile/iran/2013/09/130912_25_anniversary_authoriteis_speech_nm.shtml  

http://www.bbc.com/persian/mobile/iran/2013/09/130912_25_anniversary_authoriteis_speech_nm.shtml
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territory of Iran given this crime that Iraq and monafeqin jointly committed after the announcement of the 
ceasefire and [the fact that] they intended to carry out large-scale cdrsqtbshud `bsr hm sgd bntmsqx-¯256   

Nm 00 Cdbdladq 0877+ sgd gd`c ne Hq`m­r Rtoqdld Bntqs `mc ` ldladq ne Hq`m­r Rtoqdld Itchbh`k Bntmbhk+
Abdulkarim Mousavi Ardebili, was quoted as saying:  

®Adenqd `mc `fter the Mersad Operation, monafeqin had some stirs [taharokat] inside the prisons. I should recall 
sg`s ldladqr ne Znoonrhshnm\ fqntokdsr `qd sqhdc `esdq `qqdrs `mc rnld ne sgdl `qd rdmsdmbdc sn dwdbtshnm£
However, the implementation of the sentence is avoided for a period in consideration of the situation of the 
prisoner and with the hope that, through the teachings that they receive in prison, they would be punished, return 
to the bosom of Islam healthy and enjoy pardon. However, in the days of the Mersad Operation, these stirs 
[taharokat] reached their peak. Accordingly, the crimes of convicts who were involved in these events became 
heavier. However, many individuals still benefited from [a stay of execution] and a second opportunity at the 
request of the prosecutor shortly before the execution nq sgdhq m`ldr vdqd ok`bdc hm sgd khrs ne o`qcnm-¯257   

Abdulkarim Mousavi Ardebili added that he had recently met with the foreign minister about the 
®oqno`f`mc`¯ ne gtl`m qhfgsr nqf`mhy`shnmr `mc sgd ldch`+ `mc dlog`rhydc ctqhmf sgd lddshmf sg`s sgdx
®vdqd oqdo`qdc sn oqnuhcd hmsdqm`shnm`k anchdr vhsg duhcdmbd `mc cnbtldms`shnm£ oqnuhcdc sg`s hs hr
established for us that they are genuine about working for the discovery of the truth and [that this is] not a 
onkhshb`k hrrtd-¯ 

In February 1989, the then minister of foreign affairs, Ali Akbar Velayati, stated:  

®Hm sghr bntmsqx+ sgnrd vgn qdrnqs sn `qldc rsqtffkd ltrs ad jhkkdc `mc sghr hr sgd k`v- Oqhrnmdqr+ vgn g`ud addm
executed in recent months, were [members or supporters of] Mojahedin-e Khalq [PMOI] who had sought to 
`cu`mbd hmsn Hq`mh`m sdqqhsnqx- Sgd nsgdq odnokd dwdbtsdc g`c bnmedrrdc sn g`uhmf ltqcdqdc onkhshb`k ehftqdr-¯258    

Regarding the number of victims, Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani stated in February 1989 that the number of 
prisoners executed in the last few monsgr v`r ®kdrr sg`m ` sgntr`mc-¯259  In May 1989, the head of the State 
Prisons Organizations, Majid Ansari, was quoted in an official newspaper as saying that the number of 
oqhrnmdqr dwdbtsdc v`r ®udqx khsskd¯ `mc sgdx vdqd dwdbtsdc enq ®qtmmhmf mdsvnqjr hm oqhrnm vghbg vdqd
chrbnudqdc `esdq sgd Ldqr`c Nodq`shnm-¯260    

In the following years and decades, as survivors, families, human rights defenders and historians worked 
valiantly to preserve the memory of the mass killings and seek truth and justice, the official statements 
evolved into an intense disinformation campaign, inundating the public with narratives promoting a mix of 
untruths and victim-blaming.  

Broadly speaking, the official disinformation campaign still centres on two narratives that are inconsistent but 
jointly seek to demonize the execution victims and divert attention from the unjust proceedings that led to 
their executions.  

The first narrative reiterates the completely unsubstantiated position first taken by Abdulkarim Mousavi 
Ardebili in December 1988 that those executed were already on death row and the summary proceedings 
adenqd sgdhq dwdbtshnmr enbtrdc nm vgdsgdq sgdx vdqd `cdpt`sdkx ®qdodms`ms¯ `mc+ sgdqdenqd+ pt`khehdc enq
pardon or commutation. For example, Ebrahim Raisi, who participated hm sgd Sdgq`m ®cd`sg bnllhrrhnm, 
v`r ptnsdc hm ` rs`sd ldch` ntskds hm L`x 1/07 r`xhmf sg`s sghr v`r `m`knfntr sn sgd rhst`shnm ne ®rdudq`k
thousand drug traffickers today whose sentences have been finalized but a decision has not yet been made 
sn g`ud sgdl b`qqhdc nts-¯261  

Similarly, Ali Fallahian, a high-profile cleric and politician who served as the minister of intelligence from 
1989 to 1997, said in a well-publicized interview in August 2017: 

®Hs v`r `qranged that a committee made up of three persons from the Ministry of Imsdkkhfdmbd+ sgd oqnrdbtsnq­r
office and those who were judges and knew the issue well, are formed and they examine and decide if some are 

 
256  Ettelaat+ ®Sgd rs`sdldmsr ne sgd Rod`jdq ne O`qkh`ldms `ants gtl`m qhfgsr¯+ 7 Cdbdladq 0877+ o- 1- 
257  Ettelaat+ ®Sgd Itchbh`qx will be absolutely firm in dealing with drug-sq`eehbjdqr¯+ 00 Cdbdladq 0877+ o- 1- 
258  AAB Odqrh`m+ ®Neehbh`k rs`sdldmsr `ants sgd dwdbtshnmr ne sgd 087/r¯+ 01 Rdosdladq 1/02+
www.bbc.com/persian/mobile/iran/2013/09/130912_25_anniversary_authoriteis_speech_nm.shtml  
259  Amnesty International, Iran: Violations of human rights 1987-1990 (Index: MDE 13/021/1990), p. 11; Abdorrahman Boroumand Center, 
The Massacre of Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988, report of an inquiry, 18 April 2011, www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-
massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry, p. 2. Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani became President of Iran later that year, 
a position he held until 1997. 
260  BBB Odqrh`m+ ®Neehbh`k rs`sdldmsr `ants sgd dwdbtshnmr ne sgd 087/r¯+ 01 Rdosdladq 1/02+
www.bbc.com/persian/mobile/iran/2013/09/130912_25_anniversary_authoriteis_speech_nm.shtml  
261  Hq`mh`m Rstcdmsr­ Mdvr @fdmbx+ ®Sgd dwok`m`shnmr ne Q`hrh `ants sgd dudmsr ne 087/r¯+www.bit.ly/2JlosGN, 1 May 2018.   

http://www.bbc.com/persian/mobile/iran/2013/09/130912_25_anniversary_authoriteis_speech_nm.shtml
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/MDE13/021/1990/en/
http://www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry
http://www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry
http://www.bbc.com/persian/mobile/iran/2013/09/130912_25_anniversary_authoriteis_speech_nm.shtml
http://www.bit.ly/2JlosGN
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pardonable and may be spared execution. The task of this committee was this and not issuing fresh death 
rdmsdmbdr-¯262    

The second narrative claims that those executed were subject to fresh prosecutions in 1988 for engaging in 
criminal communications and co-ordination with the PMOI from inside oqhrnm hm nqcdq sn rshq to ®qhnsr¯ `mc
join the armed incursion once it had advanced and liberated the prisons. For the past three decades, articles 
promoting this narrative have featured heavily in Iranian state media even though it has never been 
explained how thousands of prisoners from across the country could have possibly communicated and co-
nqchm`sdc eqnl hmrhcd Hq`m­r ghfg-security prisons with an armed group outside the country.263  Moreover, the 
testimonies of survivors all confirm that these vague accusations of rebellion and secret collusion were not 
the focus of the interrogations they faced between July and September 1988 and no information was ever 
given to them that they were facing renewed prosecution and sentencing on fresh charges (see chapter 7 
and annex 1).  

In an apparent effort to deviate attention from flaws in their narratives, some Iranian officials have claimed 
sg`s sgd ®qdsqh`kr¯ vdqd nmkx enq oqhrnmdqr vgn g`c oqduhntrkx dmf`fdc hm ®b`qm`fd¯ `mc ®aknncrgdc¯+ `mc
the aim was to identify those who were bent on re-engaging in such acts in the future and execute them as a 
pre-emptive measure.  

Enq dw`lokd+ sgd sno `cuhrnq sn sgd bntmsqx­r oqnrdbtsnq fdmdq`k+ Lng`ll`c Daq`ghl Mdjntm`l+ rs`sdc hm
a media interview in September 2016: 

®H b`m say this with absolute certainty that those individuals [the execution victims] were formally put on trial. 
Their cases were studied and reviewed and there was awareness of their past profiles when they were asked 
many questions. These were questions such as: Why are you in prison? How long have you been in prison? What is 
your sentence? Where were you arrested? What were your previous charges? What is your position on 
monafeqin? This extended to a discussion about their current thinking about the organization [the PMOI], their 
onrhshnmr nm btqqdms `ee`hqr `mc vgdsgdq nq mns sgdx qdfqdssdc sgd `bsr sg`s sgdx g`c oqduhntrkx bnllhssdc-¯264    

He added:  

®Sgd sqh`kr vdqd kdmfsgx `mc nbb`rhnm`kkx bnmrhrsdc ne ltkshokd rdrrhnmr£ Rnldshldr+ `m hmchuhct`k v`r s`kjdc 
to for five to 10 hours until a conclusion could be reached, and the process was premised on accepting 
¬cdbk`q`shnmr ne qdodms`mbd­ `mc l`hms`hmhmf sgd nqhfhm`k bnmuhbshnm `mc rdmsdmbd£ Hm e`bs+ sgd bnllhssdd v`r
there to decide on exceptional cases concerning individuals who would state their loyalty again to a series of 
actions taken by monafeqin. And not even all such individuals but those of them specifically who had been 
oqduhntrkx hmunkudc vhsg `sqnbhshdr `mc aknncrgdc-¯ 

This description is refuted by corroborated testimonies of survivors about the summary nature of the 
proceedings leading to the mass prisoner killings of 1988 (see chapter 7 and annex 1). In any case, the 
neehbh`k m`qq`shud bnmbdcdr sg`s sgd ®qdsqh`kr¯ anqd khsskd qdrdlak`mbd sn itchbial proceedings aimed at 
establishing the guilt or innocence of prisoners regarding an internationally recognizable criminal offence. 
Instead, they were formalized interrogation sessions designed to discover the political opinions of the 
prisoners and ordeq sgd dwdbtshnm ne sgnrd mns vhkkhmf sn ®qdodms¯- 

 
262  I`ldi`l Nmkhmd+ ®Sgd `bbntms ne @kh E`kk`gh`m `ants dwdbtshnmr ne 0877¯+ 08 @tftrs 1/06+www.bit.ly/2BOunFN  
263  Rdd+ enq dw`lokd+ Lng`ll`c L`gantah+ ®@ o`rrhmf nudquhdv ne sgd tmbk`qhshdr rtqqntmchmf sgd dwdbtshnmr ne lnm`edphm hm 0877¯+ Q`i`
News, 15 August 2016, www.bit.ly/2Gen0ER: X`gx` Qdyu`mh+ ®Vg`s g`oodmdc hm sgd lnrs c`mfdqntr cdb`cd ne sgd Qdunktshnm­r khed>¯+
Fars News Agency, 17 June 2017, www.bit.ly/2BOA3zB: S`rmhl Mdvr+ ®Sgntr`mcr ne lnm`edphm vdqd o`qcnmdc hm 0877¯+ 13 Itkx 1/06+
www.bit.ly/2wofTXp: @aa`r Jnk`gcnty `mc Lng`ll`c @kh R`ekh+®Adgy`c M`a`uh nodmkx hmrtksdc l`qsxqdc Adgdrgsh¯+ S`rmhl Mdvr+ 06 Itkx
2017, www.bit.ly/2wpOaW1: Ldgq Mdvr @fdmbx+ ®M`sdfg Mntqh­r ehql cdedmrd ne sgd dwdbtshnmr ne lnm`edphm hm 0877¯+ 2 I`mt`qx 1/07+
www.bit.ly/2NnrOfr  
264  L`rgqdfgmdvr+ ®Sgd sqtsg ne 0877 dwdbtshnmr¯+ 13 Rdosdladq 1/05+www.bit.ly/2MP16Pv    

http://www.bit.ly/2BOunFN
http://www.bit.ly/2Gen0ER
http://www.bit.ly/2BOA3zB
http://www.bit.ly/2wofTXp
http://www.bit.ly/2wpOaW1
http://www.bit.ly/2NnrOfr
http://www.bit.ly/2MP16Pv
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7. THE KILLINGS: WHAT 
REALLY HAPPENED 

®Wrap yourselves in these vghsd rgqntcr¯ 
Mohammad Reza Ashough, who escaped while being transported to a firing squad, describing what guards ordered him and his 
companions to do before execution265  

7.1 RTQUHUNQR­ @BBNTMSR 
Sgd qd`khsx ne vg`s g`oodmdc hmrhcd Hq`m­r oqhrnmr ctqhmf Itkx-September 1988 gradually came to light in the 
late 1980s and early 1990s when survivors of the enforced disappearances and extrajudicial killings were 
released from prison, fled Iran and spoke out about the horrors they had witnessed.  

These accounts, available in memoirs, articles and testimonies, reveal the modus operandi of enforced 
disappearances and extrajudicial executions in different cities.266 They recount how a few days after the 
OLNH­r `qldc hmbtqrhnm hm Itkx 0877+ hm oqhrnmr `bqnrr sgd bntmsqx+ sgd `tsgnqhshdr rtrodmcdc e`lhkx uhrhsr
without giving any reasons, stopped providing prisoners with newspapers, removed television sets from 
prisons, and systematically collected groups of prisoners from their cells around the country. Most were 
never seen again.  

7.1.1 ¬CD@SG BNLLHRRHNMR­ 
Survivors consistently said that, after they were rounded up, prisoners were blindfolded and paraded before 
`mc hmsdqqnf`sdc ax rdmhnq oqhrnm neehbh`kr `mc bnllhssddr l`cd to ne sgd Rg`qh­` itcfd oqdrhchmf nudq sgd
Revolutionary Court in their city267 and senior reprdrdms`shudr eqnl sgd oqnrdbtsnq­r neehbd `mc sgdministry of 
intelligence (for more information on the composition of the committees, see section 7.3). In many cases, 
they said the process of collection was accompanied by insults, yelling, beatings and other ill-treatment. The 
bnllhssddr+ vghbg rtquhunqr qdedq sn `r ®cd`sg bnllhrrhnmr¯+ anqd khsskd qdrdlak`mbd sn ` bntqs9 

 
265 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Mohammad Reza Ashough from Justice for Iran, which conducted the interview with 
him in person. Amnesty International conducted two follow up interviews in person in August 2018. 
266 For the lists of some of the memoirs written by former prisoners and survivors of the mass prisoner killings of 1988 and other gross 
human rights violations of the 1980s, see Abdorrahman Boroumand Center, Testimonies of victims and rights abusers: Prison Memoirs, 
www.iranrights.org/library/collection/120/prison-memoirs: Lnmhqdg A`q`c`q`m+ ®Oqhrnm khsdq`stqd¯+
www.womenpoliticalprisoners.files.wordpress.com/2013/02/daa9d8aad8a7d8a8.pdf; Political prisoners: The art of resistance in the Middle 
East, www.womenpoliticalprisoners.com/resources/books-in-english/   
267 After the 1979 revolution, in most cities across the country, a Revolutionary Court was set up by the order of Supreme Leader Rouhollah 
Khomeini. According to the Regulations Governing Revolutionary Courts and Prosecution Offices, adopted in 1979, each Revolutionary 
Bntqs bnloqhrdc ` Rg`qh­` itcfd qdbnlldmcdc ax sgd Hrk`lhb Qdunktshnm`qx Bntmbhk `mc `ooqnudc ax sgd Rtoqdld Kd`cdq+ ` itcfd
`oonhmsdc ax sgd Rg`qh­` itcfd+ `mc ` odqrnm ®sqtsted by the people in their righteousness who has knowledge of the requirements of the 
Hrk`lhb Qdunktshnm¯+ vgn v`r `oonhmsdc ax sgd Qdunktshnm`qx Bntmbhk- Sgd qdftk`shnmr oqnuhcdc sg`s sgd bntqs v`r oqdrhcdc nudr by the 
Rg`qh­` itcfd- Rdd Qdftk`shnmr Fnudrning Revolutionary Courts and Prosecution Offices, www.rc.majlis.ir/fa/law/show/98140, Articles 4-5. 

https://www.iranrights.org/library/collection/120/prison-memoirs
http://www.womenpoliticalprisoners.files.wordpress.com/2013/02/daa9d8aad8a7d8a8.pdf
http://www.womenpoliticalprisoners.com/resources/books-in-english/
http://rc.majlis.ir/fa/law/show/98140
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¶ the proceedings were so summary and arbitrary that they could not be considered to constitute an 
actual judicial proceeding; 

¶ they did not operate within existing legislation; 

¶ sgdx vdqd mns bnmbdqmdc vhsg drs`akhrghmf sgd fthks nq hmmnbdmbd ne ®cdedmc`msr¯ qdf`qchmf `m
internationally recognized criminal offence; 

¶ In the case of PMOI prisoners, the questions focused on whether they were prepared to: 

¶ denounce the PMOI and its leadership; 

¶ dwoqdrr ®qdodms`mbd¯ `ants sgdhq onkhshb`k nohmhnmr `mc `bshuhshdr: `mc 

¶ cdbk`qd knx`ksx sn sgd Hrk`lhb Qdotakhb sgqntfg vqhssdm `mc.nq sdkduhrdc ®bnmedrrhnmr¯: 

¶ In the case of leftist prisoners, the interrogations appeared like a religious inquisition as the questions 
focused primarily on their attitudes towards Islam. Prisoners were mainly asked questions such as:  

¶ Are you a Muslim?  

¶ Do you pray?  

¶ Cn xnt qd`c sgd Ptq­`m> 

¶ Did your father pray and read sgd Ptq­`m> 

Prisoners were not told why they faced these questions or that their answers could condemn them to death. 
Some in fact misunderstood the purpose of the session, believing that they were appearing before a pardon 
committee.  

In many cases across the country, the questions also tested how far the prisoners were prepared to demean 
their humanity and inflict harm on themselves and others. The questions (see case boxes in annex 1) 
included: 

¶ Are you willing to walk through an active minefield to assist the army of the Islamic Republic? 

¶ Are you willing to join the armed forces of the Islamic Republic and fight against the PMOI?  

¶ @qd xnt vhkkhmf sn oqnuhcd hmenql`shnm nm enqldq bnlq`cdr+ hcdmshex e`jd ®qdodmsdqr¯ 'tavvab) and 
®bn-nodq`sd¯ vhsg hmsdkkhfdmce officials?  

¶ Are you willing to participate in firing squads?  

¶ Are you willing to hang a monafeq (a pejorative epithet for members and supporters of the PMOI)?  

When most of the prisoners did not give the responses required by those on the commissions, they were 
consequently dispatched for execution.  

Survivors have said that prisoners were not informed that they were condemned to death until shortly before 
their executions; sometimes they only learned about their impending fate when they were given a pen and 
piece of paper and told to write down their last wishes. Even then, they did not know when and how they 
would die until they were lined up before a firing squad or nooses were put around their necks. There was no 
possibility of appeal at any point during the process.  

Sgd lhmnqhsx vgn l`m`fdc sn fhud sgd ®bnqqdbs¯ `mrvdqr vdqd s`jdm a`bj sn sgdhq bdkkr dhsgdq hlldch`sdkx nq
after a period in solitary confinement. They said that, in some prisons, they faced threats, overheard 
conversations or saw puzzling signs that suggested that the prisoners who had been taken away had been 
executed.  

For example, in Gohardasht prison in Karaj, some prisoners said that they saw large refrigerated trucks, 
usually used for transporting meat, entering the prison. They described hearing the noises of bodies being 
thrown at the back of empty trucks and realized that they were being loaded with bodies of those executed in 
order to transport them out of prison. Some said they saw guards carrying wheelbarrows full of ropes or 
wearing gas masks and spraying what they believed was disinfectant on the area where the trucks were 
parked.268 Some said they caught a glimpse of a ®gtfd ohkd ne qtaadq rkhoodqr vghbg mtladqdc l`xad

 
268 See for example statements by survivors Mehdi Aslani, Akbar Sadeqi, Ebrahim Mohammad Rahimi and Iraj Mesdaghi in Abdorrahman 
Boroumand Center, The Massacre of Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988, report of an inquiry, 18 April 2011, pp. 48, 54, 56-57,68, 
www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry  

https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry
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0+///¯-269 In Evin prison, some prisoners learned through prisoners convicted of non-political crimes that 
barrels of slippers were being taken out of the prison every day.270 In Rasht, a survivor said she overheard 
guards telling each other cheerfully that they had ®ehmhrgdc dudqxnmd¯ nudqmhfgs-271 In Zanjan, a survivor said 
they caught a glimpse of a room in which the authorities had put the belongings of all the prisoners taken 
away.272 

Several survivors said they or their companions, some of whom were later killed, were taken by the 
authorities to the gallows and made to watch or participate in the executions273 or caught a glimpse of the 
room where nooses were dangling.274 Some of them thought the authorities confronted them with the 
executed bodies of relatives or fellow prisoners in order to provoke them into making angry statements that 
could then be used to condemn them to death.275 

In many prisons, prisoners remained largely unaware that most of their cell mates had been executed until 
prison visits resumed in late October, early November 1988 and the authorities began breaking the news of 
the executions to families (see the case boxes in annex 1, which provide an overview of the circumstances 
surrounding the mass killings of July-September 1988 in prisons of 16 cities across Iran).  

7.1.2 VICTIMS   
In provincial prisons outside Tehran province, with the exception of Kurdistan province, the victims were 
primarily members or supporters of the PMOI, both men and women. In Kurdistan and West Azerbaijan 
provinces, the waves of enforced disappearances and extrajudicial killings also targeted hundreds of 
prisoners affiliated with the Kurdish opposition groups Komala and the Kurdish Democratic Party of Iran 
(KDPI).  

According to survivors, in prisons in a few provincial cities, one or several male prisoners affiliated with leftist 
or other groups and, in the case of at least one prison in Esfahan, a female prisoner affiliated with a leftist 
group, were also executed, but these categories of prisoners were not targeted systematically for execution. 
Mdudqsgdkdrr+ @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r qdrd`qbg hmchb`sdr sg`s l`mx ne sgdl vdqd s`jdm `v`x enq
interrogation, either during the height of the killings between late July and early September 1988 or later in 
September and October, and that some were placed in prolonged solitary confinement, lasting in some 
cases until early 1989, and were led to believe that they too would be killed.276  

The pattern was starkly different in Evin prison in Tehran and Gohardasht prison in Karaj. Here, in addition 
to PMOI supporters, hundreds of prisoners affiliated with leftist and other political groups were systematically 
targeted for execution.  

A first wave of executions, between late July and mid-August, targeted several thousand members and 
supporters of the PMOI, both men and women.277 According to survivors, interrogations always started with a 
fateful question: ®What is your political affiliation?̄ Those who proudly answered that they were ®Lni`gdchm¯
(the appellation members of the PMOI preferred for themselves) were immediately ordered to join a line 
vghbg ld`ms sgdx vntkc ad dwdbtsdc- Sgnrd vgn `mrvdqdc sg`s sgdx vdqd ®monafeqin̄ nq ldladqr ne ®sgd
nqf`mhy`shnm¯+ sgd dtogdlhrl trdc ax OLNH rtoonqsdqr hm oqhrnm sn `unhc ad`shmfr+ vdqd `rjdc `cchshnm`k

 
269 Amnesty International, Iran: Executions of prisoners continue unabated (Index: MDE 13/018/92), p. 3; Abdorrahman Boroumand Center, 
The Massacre of Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988, report of an inquiry, 18 April 2011, pp. 48, 54, 56-57,68, 
www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry   
270 See for example statements by Ebrahim Fatemi, Reza Shemirani and another anonymous survivor in Abdorrahman Boroumand Center, 
The Massacre of Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988, report of an inquiry, 18 April 2011, pp. 48, 55, 
www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry; Abdorrahman Boroumand 
Center, The Massacre of Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988: An Addendum, Witness testimonies and official statements, 10 December 2013, 
www.iranrights.org/library/document/2498/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-an-addendum-witness-testimonies-and-official-
statements, p. 114. 
271 See the statement made by Shayesteh Vatandoost in the case box on Rasht in annex 1.  
272 See the statement made by Rahmat Gholami in the case box on Zanjan in annex 1.  
273 See for example the statements made by Asqar Mehdizadeh from Gohardasht prison in Karaj, Jahangir Esmailpour from Adelabad prison 
in Shiraz, and Javad Abdollahi from Vakilabad prison in Mashhad below.   
274 See the statement made by Shahab Shokuhi from Gohardasht prison in Karaj in Abdorrahman Boroumand Center, The Massacre of 
Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988, report of an inquiry, 18 April 2011, www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-
prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry, p. 50. 
275 See the statements made by Asqar Mehdizadeh from Gohardasht prison in Karaj and Jahangir Esmailpour from Adelabad prison in 
Shiraz below and the statement made by Hamid Saidian in the case box on Mashhad in annex 1.   
276 See for example statements made by Rasoul Showkati in the case box on Mashhad and Mohammad Hoshi in the case box on Esfahan, 
both in annex 1.  
277 The sequence of executions is known through survivors as well as Hossein Ali Montazeri, who writes in his memoirs that the authorities 
first targeted PMOI prisoners based on a secret fatwa that Rouhollah Khomeini issued in July 1988 and then turned their attemshnm sn ®mnm-
qdkhfhntr `mc bnlltmhrs¯ oqhrnmdqr a`rdc nm ` rdbnmc rdbqds nqcdq hrrtdc ax Qntgnkk`g Jgnldhmh- Rdd rdbshnm 6-2 `mc Gnrrdhm @li 
Montazeri, Memoirs (Sherkat Ketab, 2001), pp. 351, 357.    

https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/192000/mde130181992en.pdf
https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry
http://www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry
https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/2498/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-an-addendum-witness-testimonies-and-official-statements
https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/2498/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-an-addendum-witness-testimonies-and-official-statements
https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry
https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry
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ptdrshnmr cdrhfmdc sn tmbnudq he sgdx qdl`hmdc ®rsd`ce`rs¯ hm sgdhq noonrhshnm sn sgd Hrk`lhb Qdotakhb- @
vhcd q`mfd ne qdronmrdr pt`khehdc `r adhmf ®rsd`ce`rs¯+ q`mfhmf eqnl hcdnknfhb`k rtoonqs enq sgd OLNH sn `
ldqd qdetr`k sn dwoqdrr ®qdodms`mbd¯ `mc cdmntmbd noonrhshnm fqntor hm vqhshmf- Lnrs ne sgd oqhrnmdqr vdqd
deemed not to have given the required responses and were executed. 

At the end of August 1988, in a second wave, the "death commission" operating in Evin and Gohardasht 
prisons turned its attention to political dissidents imprisoned in connection with their support for various 
leftist political groups.278   

Many prisoners did not realize the significance of these questions. Male prisoners, who said their fathers 
prayed and indicated that they had been brought up in a practising Muslim family were categorized as an 
®hmm`sd `onrs`sd¯ 'mortad fetri) and condemned to death. Those who said they were brought up in non-
practicing families and had never practiced the religion themselves, were spared the death penalty, but they 
were ordered to be flogged until they agreed to pray.279    

Enq vnldm+ sgd ®hmbnqqdbs¯ `mrvdq kdc sn ` eknffhmf rdmsdmbd `lntmshmf to torture - five lashes every prayer 
time (that is, 25 lashes a day) - until they agreed to pray regularly or die under torture.280  

A survivor of the mass killings in Gohardasht prison in Karaj said the following to Amnesty International in 
March 1992 about the torture that was systematically inflicted for a period on leftist prisoners who survived 
the mass killings for refusing to pray: 

®Hlldch`sdkx `esdq sgd l`rr`bqd£ sgdx khmdc tr to `mc `rjdc d`bg ne tr he vd vdqd qd`cx sn oq`x- H v`r hm sgd
middle of sgd ptdtd£ Lnrs ne sgd nmdr hm eqnms ne ld r`hc sg`s sgdx vdqd Ltrkhlr ats vntkc mns oq`x- Sgdx g`c
put a steel bedstead in one part of the room, and each one who refused was put on the bed and a guard would sit 
on him and a prison official would order them to be lashed. Each prisoner was lashed until he said he would pray. 
Rnld g`c sdm k`rgdr nsgdqr 1/£ Sgdqd v`r ` oqhrnmdq vgn v`r fhudm 4/-70 lashes and almost fainted. The 
guards let him fall down. When they asked him if he would pray, he was unable to sod`j: gd itrs mnccdc£ Vgdm
vd r`v sghr aqts`khsx+ lnrs ne tr r`hc vd vntkc fn `mc oq`x£ Sgd mdws lnqmhmf `s 4 `-l-+ `ants 1/ ft`qcr b`ld
into the section, knocked on all the doors, shouting and swearing at us to get up and pray. Again, they had a 
bedstead behind the door. Five who refused were taken and beaten until they agreed to pray. We could even hear 
the cries of other prisoners in neighbouring sections who were suffering similar treatment. This became the 
routine 5 a.m. practice - each day they beat those who refused. Some decided to commit suicide, as they could 
mns rs`mc sgd oqdrrtqdr-¯ 

@mnsgdq rtquhunq+ vgn v`r hm sgd vnldm­r v`qc+ snkc @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k9 

®Vd vdqd `v`qd ne sgd l`rr`bqd ne sgd ldm oqhrnmdqr `mc `rrtldc sg`s sgd Lni`gdchm ZOLNH\ vomen prisoners 
had also been executed. We discussed this [issue of refusing to pray] among ourselves and decided to stick it out 
sn sgd dmc£ Vd bntkc mns rdd sgd etstqd bkd`qkx- Vd sgntfgs `s sg`s shld sg`s vd vdqd hm ` vnqkc ne cd`sg- Sgdqd
was no contact vhsg sgd vnqkc ne sgd khuhmf£¯281 

 

 
278 Amnesty International, Iran: Violations of human rights 1987-1990 (Index: MDE 13/021/1990); The Massacre of Political Prisoners in 
Iran, 1988, report of an inquiry, 18 April 2011, www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-
report-of-an-inquiry, pp. 61-75; Hossein Ali Montazeri, Memoirs (Sherkat Ketab, 2001), pp. 351, 357.  
279 See, for example, statements made by Shahab Shokuhi, Mehrdad Neshati Malekians and Nima Parvaresh in Abdorrahman Boroumand 
Center, The Massacre of Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988, report of an inquiry, 18 April 2011, 
www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry, pp. 66-67, 69-70. 
280 See, for example, statements made by Mahiar Maki, Fariba Sabet, Shahla Azad and Monireh Baradaran in Abdorrahman Boroumand 
Center, The Massacre of Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988, report of an inquiry, 18 April 2011, 
www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry, pp. 71-70. 
281 Amnesty International, Iran: Imprisonment, torture and execution of political opponents (Index: MDE 13/001/92), p. 7. 

https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/200000/mde130211990en.pdf
https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry
https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry
https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry
https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/001/1992/en/
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¬WRAP YOURSELVES IN THESE WHHSD RGQNTCR­  

Mohammad Reza Ashough survived the mass 
prisoner killings of July-September 1988 by 
escaping en route to the firing squad. In 
1988, he was serving a lengthy prison 
sentence in what informally used to be 
referred to as UNESCO prison in Dezful,282 
imposed in connection with his support for 
the PMOI.283  

 
He recalled that on 30 July dozens of PMOI 
oqhrnmdqr vdqd snkc sg`s `m ®`lmdrsx
bnllhrrhnm¯ g`c bnld sn qdbnmrhcdq sgdhq
cases. The PMOI prisoners were taken in 
groups to the main prison office. There, he 

said, they were ordered to lift their blindfold one ax nmd `mc e`bdc ` ®bnllhrrhnm¯ bnloqhrhmf sgd Rg`qh­`
judge who presided over the cases of political activists in Khuzestan province, Mohammad Hossein 
Ahmadi; the prosecutor of Dezful, Alireza Avaei; and several senior prison and intelligence officials.  

He said that two prisoners before him were asked if they were prepared to fight against Iraq. They replied 
®xdr¯- Sgdx vdqd sgdm `rjdc he sgdx vdqd oqdo`qdc sn ehfgs sgdmonafeqin- Sgdx qdokhdc+ ®Mn+ vd `qd
sentenced to imprisonmens `mc vd rg`kk mns fn-¯ 

Lng`ll`c Qdy` @rgntfg r`hc sg`s gd v`r ehqrs `rjdc he gd v`r ` Ltrkhl+ `mc gd qdokhdc ®xdr¯- Gd
continued: 

®Sgdx r`hc9 ¬He xnt `qd ` Ltrkhl+ vhkk xnt mnv ehfgs enq Hrk`l>­ H qdokhdc+ ¬Vdkk+ H cnm­s jmnv vg`s sg`s ld`mr-­
Sgdx r`hc+ ¬Vhkk xnt ehfgs enqHq`m>­ H qdokhdc+ ¬Xdr+ H vhkk ehfgs enq Hq`m- He rnldsghmf g`oodmr sn Hq`m+ H vhkk ehfgs
enq Hq`m­£ Sgdx tkshl`sdkx `rjdc+ ¬Xnt r`x sg`s xnt `qd ` Ltrkhl- @qd xnt mnv oqdo`qdc sn v`kj sgqntfg `
lhmdehdkc `mc chd enq Hrk`l>­ H naidbsdc sn sgd ptdrshnm `mcsaid that I should be crazy to walk on mines as 
rnnm `r H adbnld ` Ltrkhl-¯ 

Lng`ll`c Qdy` @rgntfg r`hc sg`s `s sghr onhms ldladqr ne sgd ®bnllhrrhnm¯ knnjdc dla`qq`rrdc `mc
rn `rjdc he gd v`r oqdo`qdc sn ehfgs sgd OLNH- Gd qdokhdc+ ®Mn+ H g`ud ` oqhrnm rdmtence and I will not go 
sn ehfgs-¯ Hm qdronmrd+ gd r`hc sgd hmsdkkhfdmbd neehbh`k nqcdqdc sgd mnsd s`jdq sn ots Lng`ll`c Qdy`
@rgntfg­r m`ld nm ®sgd nsgdq khrs¯ `mc sgd rdrrhnm dmcdc- 

Mohammad Reza Ashough said that, of the eight people in his group, six were put on the list and two 
who said they would fight against the PMOI were not. They did not know what the purpose of the list was.  

The next day, dozens of other prisoners who had gone through the questioning process were told to 
collect their belongings in preparation for a transfer to Ahvaz. However, they were then lined up, 
akhmcenkcdc `mc s`jdm sn sgd oqnrdbtsnq­r neehbd- Sgdqd+ sgdx vdqd snkc sg`s sgdx mn knmfdq mddcdc sgdhq
belongings. They were taken to a corner one by one, given a pen and piece of paper and told that they 
had 10 minutes to write their last wishes. That was the first moment the prisoners learned they were to be 
put to death. Some prisoners, including Mohammad Reza Ashough, protested, which led to guards 
beating them. Others wept or remained silent, lost in their thoughts.  

Mohammad Reza Ashough said that the prisoners were then taken to the prison courtyard, blindfolded 
with their hands tied behind their back. They were made to sit there for several hours until it got dark. 
Then they were forced aboard two minibuses, which they were told were going to Ahvaz. However, after a 
while, the vehicles stopped at a military barracks, which Mohammad Reza Ashough believes was called 
Valiasr in the 1980s. The prisoners were taken to an area with showers and ordered to wash and put on 
white shrouds. Mohammad Reza Ashough said the scene was harrowing, with prisoners screaming and 
shouting out their names to let each other know who was there. He says that he refused to wear the 
shroud and as a result guards tied his hands behind his back and beat him.  

 
282 Prior to the 1979 Revolution, the site used to function a school run by UNESCO. Following the revolution, it was transformed into a prison 
and was informally called the UNESCO prison by the prisoners.   
283 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Mohammad Reza Ashough from Justice for Iran, which conducted the interview with 
him in person. Amnesty International conducted a follow-up interview with him in person in August 2018.  
 

Mohammad Reza Ashough © Amnesty International 



 

89  
BLOOD-SOAKED SECRETS  
VGX HQ@M­R 0877 OQHRNMMASSACRES ARE ONGOING CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY  

Amnesty International 

After this, he said prisoners were returned to the minibuses. Mohammad Reza Ashough managed to free 
his hands from the ropes. In the darkness and amid the screams he escaped by throwing himself out of 
the window and miraculously did so without attq`bshmf sgd ft`qcr­ `ssdmshnm- 

Mohammad Reza Ashough said he ran into the darkness, climbed over the barbed wire surrounding the 
military base and swam in the Karkheh river. He said that he had travelled about 1km when he heard 
repeated gunshots and understood that his fellow prisoners had been executed by firing squad. He 
dudmst`kkx entmc ghr v`x sn sgd bhsx ne @mchldrgj+ vgdqd gd rntfgs qdetfd hm `m `bpt`hms`mbd­r gntrd-
He subsequently went to Tehran and from there, fled Iran. 

Lng`ll`c Qdy` @rgntfg­r `bbntms hr bnqqnanq`sdc ax ` kdssdq rdms ax Lng`ll`c Gnrrdhm @gl`ch+
sgd Rg`qh­` itcfd vgn oqdrhcdc nudq ghr ptdrshnmhmf+ snRouhollah Khomeini on 14 August 1988. A copy 
of the letter was also sent to dissident cleric Hossein Ali Montazeri. The letter expresses concern that 
some prisoners in Dezful, including Mohammad Reza Ashough, were selected for execution even though 
they had declared that they were prepared to denounce the PMOI. The letter also notes that Mohammad 
Reza Ashough had escaped as he was being taken to be executed.284 

 

¬HE HAD TAKEN A JOURNEY TO THE LAND OF THE DD@C @MC GHR FGNRS G@C QDSTQMDC­ 

Jahangir Esmailpour survived the mass 
prisoner killings of July-September 1988 in 
Adelabad prison in Shiraz. In 1988, he was 
serving a lengthy prison term imposed in 
connection with his support for the Minority 
faction of Fadaiyan, a secular leftist political 
organization.285  
 
Jahangir Esmailpour recalled that in late July 
the authorities called out the names of 
dozens of prisoners and took them away. He 
said that, for several weeks, they had no 
information about these prisoners until one of 
sgdl+ @aa`r Lhq`­hx`m+ b`ld a`bj- 

 
Abbnqchmf sn I`g`mfhq Drl`hkontq+ @aa`r Lhq`­hx`m knnjdc cdu`rs`sdc: 

®Hs edks khjd gd g`c s`jdm ` intqmdx sn sgd k`mc ne sgd cd`c `mc ghr fgnrs g`c qdstqmdc- Enq ehud c`xr gd v`r rn
distressed that he would not speak to anyone. Then we finally managed to get him to talk and he explained 
that all the others who had been taken away had been hanged. He had been warned not to tell us, but he 
sgntfgs sg`s gd g`c addm aqntfgs a`bj nm otqonrd sn rdd vg`s ntq qd`bshnm vntkc ad sn sghr mdvr-¯ 

Jahangir Drl`hkontq bnmshmtdc+ r`xhmf sg`s @aa`r Lhq`­hx`m snkc sgdl sg`s gd g`c addm s`jdm sn sgd
cdsdmshnm bdmsqd ne sgd Qdunktshnm`qx Ft`qcr hm Rghq`y `mc aqntfgs adenqd ` ®bnllhrrhnm¯ sg`s `rjdc
ghl he gd qdbnfmhydc sgd Hrk`lhb Qdotakhb+ vntkc ad vhkkhmf sn ®bn-nodq`sd¯ vhsg sgd `tsgnqhshdr+ `mc
cdbk`qd ghlrdke ®qdodms`ms¯- Gd r`hc sg`s gd qdokhdc ®xdr¯ sn dudqx ptdrshnm- Sgdm sgd ®bnllhrrhnm¯
`rjdc ghl he gd v`r vhkkhmf sn g`mf ` ®monafeq̄ - @aa`r Lhq`­hx`m r`hc sg`s gd `mrvdqdc ®xdr¯+ sghmjhmf
that the authorities were not serious. However, he was then blindfolded, taken to another area, given a 
rope and told to pull it. He said he started to cry and say he could not. Several days later, he was 
returned to Adelabad prison.  

Jahangir Esmailpour said that several weeks later Abbas Mira­hx`m­r m`ld v`r `f`hm b`kkdc `mc+ `r gd
v`r adhmf s`jdm nts+ gd xdkkdc `s sgd ft`qcr+ ®Jhkk ld rnnmdq Qdkhdud ld ¯ Gd chc mns rtquhud- 

Jahangir Esmailpour said that the height of the killings in Shiraz was in August and early September, 
when every day a group of 15 to 20 PMOI prisoners were taken away. Most never returned. Some briefly 
came back but were then taken away again. Only a small number of those who returned were not called 

 
284 Hossein Ali Montazeri, Memoirs (Sherkat Ketab, 2001), Annex No. 157, p. 602.  
285 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Jahangir Esmailpour from Justice for Iran, which conducted the interview with him in 
person.  
 
 

Jahangir Esmailpour © Justice for Iran 
 



 

90  
BLOOD-SOAKED SECRETS  
VGX HQ@M­R 0877 OQHRNMMASSACRES ARE ONGOING CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY  

Amnesty International 

back and, according to Jahangir Esmailpour, these oqhrnmdqr vdqd uhrhakx aqnjdm9 ®Xnt bntkc rdd hs nm
their faces that they had returned from the land of the dead. I mean they had gone and seen death and 
sgdm qdstqmdc-¯ 

 

¬THE GUARDS PULLED AT SGD KDFR NE C@MFKHMF OQHRNMDQR­ 

Asqar Mehdizadeh survived the mass prisoner killings of 
July-September 1988. He was serving a lengthy prison 
term in Gohardasht prison in Karaj in 1988, imposed in 
connection with his support for the PMOI. He described to 
Amnesty International286 a horrific execution scene that he 
was made to watch on 9 August 1988:  

®Hs v`r ` Stdrc`x md`q mnnm vgdm[a prison official] 
summoned and handed me over to two guards and they took 
me to the hall [where the gallows had been set up]. I saw a 
great many number of prisoners who were standing outside 
the hall. I tried to see if I could recognize anyone from under 
my blindfold. A prisoner next to me turned around and said, 
¬Cn xnt jmnv vgx sgdx g`ud aqntfgs xnt gdqd>­ H r`hc mn- Gd
r`hc+ ¬Sgdx Zoqhrnm neehbh`kr\ vhkk rnnm s`jd Ztr\ hmrhcd enq
dwdbtshnm-­ Rnld ne sgd odnokd sgdqd g`c addm fhudm ` ohdbd
of paper to write their last wishes; others had torn the papers 
up. Some were breaking their watches [to make them stop on 
the date and time of their execution].  

®@esdq ` rgnqs vghkd+ ` ft`qc b`ld `mc snnj ld hmrhcd sgd g`kk- Nmbd sgdqd+ gd otkkdc cnvm lx akhmcenkc enq `
few moments and I saw numerous bodies strewn on the ground. There were about 12 chairs with 12 ropes 
hanging above them. The guards were busy quickly bringing in the prisoners and putting nooses around their 
necks and the guards pulled at the legs of dangling prisoners until they died... I saw some prisoners who were 
chanting, and this made the guards very hysterical. [One of the senior prison officials] attacked and hit them 
`mc xdkkdc+ ¬Jhkk `kk ne sgdrd pthbjkx Ehmhrg sgdl nee ­ H cn mns jmnv vg`s g`oodmdc mdws- H v`r mns `akd sn
stand up any more and I passed out. The next thing I felt was that they were sprinkling water at my face and a 
ft`qc cq`ffdc ld nts-¯  

Asqar Mehdizadeh thinks that he survived the mass killings because, during his interrogations in 1988, 
he used the pejorative term ®monafeq̄  when he was asked about his charge and consistently said, 
including in writing, that he did not support the PMOI any more and just wanted to go back to having a 
normal life. He believes that the prison officials took him to the gallows to provoke him into making an 
angry statement in support of his PMOI companions that they could then use to condemn him to death.   

 

 
286 Amnesty International interviewed Asqar Mehdizadeh in person in November 2017. 

Asqar Mehdizadeh © Amnesty International 
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¬I BUMPED INTO THE TWITCHINF ANCHDR NE SGD CXHMF OQHRNMDQR­ 

Javad Abdollahi survived the mass killings of July-September 
1988 in Vakilabad prison in Mashhad. In 1988, he was 
serving a lengthy prison term imposed in connection with his 
support for the PMOI.287   

He recalled that in late July he was taken, along with dozens 
of other PMOI supporters, to a detention centre in Mashhad 
run by the Revolutionary Guards and known as Kouh Sangi. 
The prisoners were divided into several rooms, with about 60 
in each room. In the following days, he said, the prisoners 
held in other rooms were all taken away. He said that for some 
time they had no information about the fate of those taken 
away until three men, Mohsen Hanayee, Javad Tousi and 
Akbar Delsouzi, were returned to the room he was in. The 
men recounted that they had been taken by the guards to a 
parking area and confronted with a harrowing scene of many 
dead bodies hung from the roof. Several days later, Javad 
Abdollahi said that he and all the other prisoners in his room 
vdqd b`kkdc `mc s`jdm+ vghkd akhmcenkcdc+ adenqd sgd ®cd`sg
bnllhrrhnm¯9 

®Sgdx Zsgd neehbh`kr\ l`cd tr rhs hm ` qnv akhmcenkcdc- Sgdm+ sgdx b`kkdc ntq m`ldr nmd ax nmd `mc `rjdc d`bg
of us a series of questions including: Are you prepared to give a media interview? Are you prepared to 
denounce your organization? Do you support the Islamic Republic system? Are you prepared to participate in 
` ehqhmf rpt`c> Vd vdqd `ants 5/ odnokd `mc hs snnj `ants `m gntq `mc ` g`ke sn ptdrshnm dudqxnmd£ 

®Sgdx Zsgd neehbh`ls] then took us to the same parking space that Mohsen, Javad and Akbar had previously 
described and this time they were also with us. There, they made each one of us go up and stand on a 
stepladder, blindfolded, and then they put the noose around our neck. After that, while the noose was around 
our neck, an intelligence official approached each of us, noted that these were the last minutes of our life 
`mc `rjdc `f`hm he vd vdqd oqdo`qdc sn ¬qdodms­+ fhud ` ldch` hmsdquhdv+ cdmntmbd sgd OLNH `mc `bbdos sgd
Hrk`lhb Qdotakhb rxrsdl£ H v`r nmd ne sgd k`rs odnokd hm sgd qnv vgn gd `ooqn`bgdc- H `mrvdqdc mn sn `kk
his questions. He asked me why. I said that I did not want to lie to them and explained that I had suffered a lot 
in my earlier years of imprisonment in Tabriz and that I had been severely tortured and even lost one of my 
kidneys. At this point, the official removed the noose and ordered me to come down off the stepladder while 
rvd`qhmf `s ld- H cnm­s jmnv vgx gd chc sg`s dw`bskx£ 

®@esdq gd aqntfgs ld cown, I heard him telling the driver of a minibus that was parked near the stepladders 
to move forward. All the stepladders had been tied by a rope to the minibus. The vehicle moved, and the 
prisoners were all dangled from the roof. Then, cruelly, the official made me walk, while blindfolded, around 
the area where the bodies were dangling. As he walked me, I bumped into the twitching bodies of the dying 
oqhrnmdqr- Sgd hmsdkkhfdmbd neehbh`k snkc ld+ ¬Cnm­s sghmj sg`s H g`c ldqbx nm xnt- H jmnv sg`s v`sbghmf shis 
rbdmd hr g`qrgdq sg`m dwdbtshnm-­¯  

Javad Abdollahi continued, saying that, after this harrowing experience, he was transferred to solitary 
confinement. He was held there for about 20 days and then was returned to Vakilabad prison. He said 
that he knew of a few other PMOI prisoners in Vakilabad prison who were treated the same way. He told 
@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k sg`s sn sghr c`x gd qdl`hmr g`tmsdc ax ghr ldlnqhdr9 ®@esdq 2/ xd`qr+ lnrs ne lx
dreams are still about executions. I am either being executed or there is this gruelling wait where my 
dwdbtshnm knnlr hm sgd etstqd-¯ 288  

 

 

 
287 Amnesty International interviewed Javad Abdollahi by voice call in October 2018. 
288 Amnesty International interviewed Javad Abdollahi by voice call in October 2018. 

Javad Abdollahi © Private 
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7.2 A PRE-PLANNED MASSACRE?  
Former prisoners from Evin and Gohardhasht prisons refer to a pattern of threats, interrogations, 
classification procedures and transfers of prisoners between Evin, Gohardasht and other prisons in the 
lnmsgr kd`chmf to sn Itkx 0877+ vdkk adenqd sgd OLNH­r `qldc hmbtqrhnm nm 14 Itkx- Hm ghmcrhfgs+ l`mx `qd
certain this was a prelude to the mass prisoners killings.289  

@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r qdrdarch has revealed a similar pattern in various provincial prisons. Survivors from 
these prisons told the organization that, between late 1987 and mid-July 1988, prisoners faced unexpected 
interrogations, either orally or through extensive written questionnaires, which focused on their political 
opinions and continued commitment to opposition groups. Survivors also reported that, during the same 
odqhnc+ oqhrnm neehbh`kr `mc hmsdqqnf`snqr sgqd`sdmdc sg`s+ `s rnld onhms+ sgdx vntkc ad ®cd`ks vhsg¯ `mc sg`s
the oqhrnmr vntkc ad ®bkd`mrdc¯- 

Another pattern that some survivors believe indicates the pre-planned nature of the mass prisoner killings is 
a massive wave of arrest of hundreds of prisoners, who had been released several years earlier, during the 
weeks lè chmf to sn Itkx 0877 `mc rgnqskx `esdq sgd OLNH­r `qldc hmbtqrhnm nm 14 Itkx 0877-290  

@lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r qdrd`qbg `krn onhmsr sn ` m`shnmvhcd o`ssdqm ne sq`mredqqhmf oqhrnmdqr tmdwodbsdckx
and without explanation from their home city to elsewhere, sometimes far from their provinces, in the 
months preceding July 1988.291 Many former prisoners believe these transfers were part of a classification 
dwdqbhrd `hldc `s hcdmshexhmf oqhrnmdqr vgn vdqd ®rsd`ce`rs¯ hm sgdhq onkhshb`k adkhder `mc l`qjing them for 
continued imprisonment and possible elimination.  

The prisoners also said that the transfers enabled the authorities to restrict the flow of information during the 
mass killings in small towns and cities where there was a greater likelihood of families knowing judicial 
officials and prison guards through local networks and extended families.  

  

RASHT   
Shayesteh Vatandoost survived the mass 
killings in Nirouyeh Daryaee prison in Rasht, 
Gilan province. 292 She recalls that in late 1987 
and early 1988, a renewed round of 
interrogations started unexpectedly; prisoners 
were summoned one by one without knowing 
why and asked to complete a lengthy 
interrogation form.  

She was called for this interrogation on 6 
February 1988. She said that her memory of 
the questions has faded, but remembered that 
they included: Why were you arrested? What 
was your crime? Do you accept the Islamic 

 
289 See, for example, the following memoirs by Nima Parvaresh, An Unequal Battle: a report of 7 years imprisonment 1982-1989 1995, 
www.iran-archive.com/sites/default/files/sanad/nima-parvaresh-nabardi-nabarabar.pdf, pp. 99-106; Iraj Mesdaghi, Neither Life nor Death, 
Volume 3: Restless Raspberries (Alfabet Maxima Publishing, 2006), second edition, 
www.ketabfarsi.org/ketabkhaneh/ketabkhani_4/ketab4893/ketab489300001.pdf pp. 65-100; and Reza Ghaffari, Memoirs of a Prisoner in 
the Prisons of the Islamic Republic of Iran 1998, www.iran-archive.com/sites/default/files/sanad/ghaffari-xaterate-zendan.pdf, pp. 233-239. 
Rdd `krn sgd rs`sdldmsr l`cd ax rtquhunqr L`mtbgdgq Dr­g`ph `mc Ldgch @rk`mh hm @acnqq`gl`m Anqntl`mc Bdmsdq+The Massacre of 
Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988, report of an inquiry, 18 April 2011, www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-
prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry, p. 34; and the statements made by survivors Mehdi Aslani and Amir Atiabi in Iran Human 
Rights Documentation Centre, Cd`ckx E`sv`9 Hq`m­r 0877 Oqhrnm L`rr`bqd, 2009, pp. 10-14, www.iranhrdc.org/deadly-fatwa-irans-1988-
prison-massacre/  
290 Special Representative of the Commission on Human Rights, Report on the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iran, 26 
January 1989, UN Doc. E/CN.4/1989/26, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26, para. 17; Amnesty 
International, Iran: Political executions (Index: MDE 13/29/88); Amnesty International, Iran: Executions of prisoners continue unabated 
(Index: MDE 13/018/92), p. 4. See also statements by Azad Zamani in the case box on Sanandaj and Mohammad Hoshi in the case box on 
Esfahan both in annex 1.  
291 In the interviews conducted by Amnesty International, transfers of prisoners between the following locations were mentioned: Boroujerd 
to Khorramabad, both in Lorestan province; Astara, Fouman, Anzali, Roudbar and Langaroud to Rasht, all in Gilan province; Ilam and 
Kermanshah to Tehran or Karaj; Babol and Sari to Ghaemshahr and vice versa, all in Mazandaran province; Urumieh in East Azerbaijan 
province to Tabriz in West Azerbaijan province; and Zahedan in Sistan and Baluchestan province to Ahvaz in Khuzestan province and 
Mashhad in Razavi Khorasan province.  
292 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Shayesteh Vatandoost from Justice for Iran, which conducted the interview with her in 
person. 

Shayesteh Vatandoost © Justice for Iran 
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http://www.ketabfarsi.org/ketabkhaneh/ketabkhani_4/ketab4893/ketab489300001.pdf
https://www.iran-archive.com/sites/default/files/sanad/ghaffari-xaterate-zendan.pdf
https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry
https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry
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