>~ <
. |

BLOGSOAKED SECRET:

VGX HQ@M- R 0877 OQHRNM L @F
CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY

AMNESTY .13,

INTERNATIONAL



Amnesty International is a global movement of more
than 7 million people who campaign for a world
where human rights are enjoyed by all.

Our vision is for every person to enjoy all the rights
enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and other international human rights standards.

We are independent of any government, political
Ideology, economic interest or religion and are funded
mainly by our membership and public donations.

¢ e
© Amnesty International 2017 o
Except where otherwise noted, contelucintieist is licensed under a Creative CommonsCover photGollage of some of the victimsrasipeisoer killings of 1988ran.
(attribution, n@mmercial, no derivatives, international 4.0) licence. © Amnestgternational
https://creativecommons.org/licenmsasdty.0/legalcode

Fo more information please visit the permissions page omour \aebrstsy.org

Where material is attributed to a copyright owner other than Amnesty International this

material is not subject to the Creative Commons licence.

First published2017

by Amnesty International Ltd

Peter Benenson House, 1 Easton Street

London WC1X 0DW, UK

Index:MDE 13/9421/2018

Origi>|(f1al language: English AMNESTY 'fF
INTERNATIONAL < }-

amnesty.org


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode
http://www.amnesty.org/

CONTENTS

GLOSSARY 7
1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 8
2. METHODOLOGY 18
2.1 FRAMEWORK ANBCOPE 18
2.2 RESEARCH METHODS 18
2.2.1 TESTIMONIES 20
2.2.2 DOCUMENEMRDENCE 22
2.2.3 AUDIOVISUAL EVIDENCE 23
2.2.4 COMMUNICATION WITH IRANIAN AUTHORITIES 24
2.3 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 25
3. BACKGROUND 26
3.1 PREREVOLUTION REPRESSION 26
3.2 POSTREVOLUTION REPRESSION 27
3.3 IRAN-IRAQ WAR 33
3.4 POLITICAL OPOSITION GROUPS 33
2-3-0 ODNOKD-R LNI @GDCHM NQF@MHY@SHNM NE HQ@M33
3.4.2 FADAIYAN 34
3.4.3 TUDEH PARTY 34
3.4.4 KURDISH DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF IRAN 35
. = .KOMALA 35
3.4.6 OTHER GROUPS 36
4. CONCEALING THE FATE OF VICTIMS 37
4.1 PRISONERS GO MISSING 37
4.2 FAMILIES KEPT IN THE DARK 40
4.3 CRUEL NOTIFICATION OF DEATH 42
4.4 MISLEADING INFORMATION 45
4.5 DEATH CERTIFICATES: DENIED OR FALSIFIED 46
BLOGBOAKED SECRETS *

VGX HQ@M- RIASBBCRES ARR BNGEOMIG CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY
Amnesty International



5. HIDING THE BODIES 53

5.1 SECRET BURIALS 53
5.2 FAKE GRAVES? 56
5.3 OPENED GRAVES 60
5.4 MISSING FROM BURIAL RECORDS 62
6.DENYING THE MASS KILLINGS 64
6.1 DENIAL TO INTERNATIONAL BODIES 64

5-0-0 HQ@M- R QDRONMRD SN @LMDRSX HMSDQM@SHNM @
5-0-1 HQ@M- R QDRONMRD SN TM GTL@GM QHFGSR LDBG@MHRLR

6.2 DENIAL AND DISTORTION IN IRAN 81
7. THE KILLINGS: WHAT REALLY HAPPENED 84
6-0 RTQUHUNQR- @BBNTMSR 84
6-0-0 -CD@SG BNLLHRRHNMR- 84
7.1.2 ATIMS 86
7.2 A PREPLANNED MASSACRE? 92
7.3 LEAKED OFFICIAL RECORDS 95
6-2-0 LNMS@YDQH-R KDSSDQR 95
7.3.2 THE FATWA 97
7.3.3 RECORDS OF MEETINGS 100
7.3.4 THE AUDIO RECORDING 101

6-2-4 QDOQHR@K ENQ QDUD@KHMF -RS@SD RDBQDSR- 105

. E@QLHKHDR - NMFNHMF SNQLDMS 107
8.1 SUSPENDED LIVES 107
8.2 MOURNING RITUALS AND COMMEMORATIONS FORBIDDEN 109
8.3 ILLL.TREATMENT OF FAMILIES ATTENDING COMMEMORATIONS 111
J. CRIMES UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW 115
9.1 EXTRAJUDICIAL KILLINGS 115
9.2 ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE 116
9.3 TORTURE 117
9.4 CRIMES AGAINST HMANITY 118
9.4.1 PERSECUTION 118
9.4.2 MURDER 118
9.4.3 EXTERMINATION 118
9.4.4 ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE 119
9.45 TORTURE 119
9.4.6 OTHER INHUMANE ACTS 119

BLOGBOAKED SECRETS
VGX HQ@M- RIASBBCRES ARR BNRIOMIG CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY

Amnesty International



10. CRISIS OF IMPUNITY

120

10.1 IRAN'S OBLIGATIONS TO ADDRESS IMPUNITY 120
10.2 CELEBRATING MASS KILLINGS 121
10.3 INACTION AND REPISALS IN RESPONSE TO FAMILIES COMPLAINTS 124
10.4 SUSPECTS IN POSITION OF POWER 127

00- UHBSHLR- QHFGS

SN DEEDBSHUD QDLD@®RHEDR

11.1 THE RIGHT TO TRUTH 129
11.2 THE RIGHT TO JUSTICE 130
11.3 THERIGHT TO REPARATION 132
11.3.1 RESTITUTION 132
11.3.2 COMPENSATION 132
11.3.3 REHABATION 132
11.3.4 SATISFACTION 132
11.3.5 GUARANTEES-REREINTION 133
12. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 134
12.1 CONCLUSION 134
12.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 136
12.2.1 TO THE AUTHORITIES IN IRAN 136
12.2.2 TO UN POLITICAL BODIES 138
122.3 TO INDIVIDUAL UN MEMBER STATES 139
ANNEXtIACCOUNTS OF KILLINGS FROM PROVINCES 140
1. AHVAZ 141
2. DEZFUL 142
3. ESFAHAN 144
4. HAMEDAN 145
5. KHORRAMABAD 147
6. LAHIJAN 148
7. MASHHAD 149
8. RASHT 153
9. SANANDAJ 155
10. SARI 157
11. SEMNAN 159
12. SHIRAZ 160
13. TABRIZ AND URUMIEH 162
14. ZAHEDAN 164
15. ZANJAN 165

BLOGBOAKED SECRETS

VGX HQ@M- RIASBBCRES ARR BNRIOMIG CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY

Amnesty International



ANNEXDDONQSDC UHBSHWRRCDBMS@QBE )M 167
ANNEXBNMBD@KLDMS NE UHBSHLR- E@SD HM @QMBOKHDR SN

ANNEX-MISSING FROM BURIAL REGISTERS 180

BLOGBOAKED SECRETS
VGX HQ@M- RIASBBCRES ARR BNRIOMIG CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY

Amnesty International



GLOSSARY

BASIC PRINCIPLES Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Remedy and Reparation for
Victims of Gross Violations of International Humarights Law and Serious
Violations of International Humanitarian Law

BAQI Taking up arms against the state

FATWA Religious ruling or decree issued by an Islamic jurist

FADAYAN KHALQ A leftist organization which split into multiple factits including Ashraf

ORGANIZATION Dehghani, Majority (Aksariat) and Minority (Agaliat) in 1979 and 1980

HAKEMD RG@Q-Rg gh- " it cf 8BupremedeadeiRouhalah Kreomeiniafter the
1979 revolution

ICCPR International Covenant on Civil anBolitical Rights

KDPI Kurdish Democratic Party of Iran

MOHAREBEH Waging war against God, a charge carrying the death penalty under Iranian
criminal law

MOHAREB An individual accused of®v * f hmf vGod ~f > hmr s

MOLHED Atheist, heretic

MONAFEQIN Pejorative epithet for members and supportense s gd Odnokd-r
Organization of Iran (PMOI)

NEFAQ Hypocrisy, pejorative reference to the PMOI

NLA National Liberation Army of the PMOI

PMOI Odnokd-r Lni gdchm Ngf mhy shnm ne

SAVAK National Intelligence and Security Organization (pE979)

SHENASNAMEH National identity booklet

UN United Nations

UN SPECIAL UN Special Representative on theituation of human rights in Iran

REPRESENTATIVE

UPDATED SET OF  Updated Set of Principles for the Protection and Promotion of Human Rights
PRINCIPLES TO through Action to Combat Impunity
COMBAT IMPUNITY
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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMAR

®&ore than a quarter of a century has passed since
sgd ptdrs engf£dsgesgtqad

Mothers and Families of Khavaran, speaking in 2014

In late July 1988, thousands of political dissidents held in prisons across Iran were forcibly disappeared
suddenly. They were mostly young men and women, some just teenageusjustly imprisoned because of
their political opinions and norviolent politicd activities Prisons were put on lockdown across the country
and the authorities suspended family visits without giving any reasons. For months, nothing was heard.

Gradually, terrifying rumours began to circulate about mass secret executions and the dungpof bodies in

tml "gjdc | "rr fg udr- E I hkhdr- vngrs ed qr vdgd bnmehaql
visits resumed and authorities informed many families that their loved ones had been executed. However,

over the last 30 years, the authidties have cruelly denied them not only a body to mourn over, but also the

truth about when, how and why their loved ones were killed, what happened to them in their last moments

and where their remains are hidden.

The authorities have treated the killirgas state secrets. Three times in the past three decades, the wall of

secrecy has been cracked and each time the authorities have responded with reprisals and accused those

who have leaked records related to the preparation, planning and-codinated impkementation of the mass

jhkkhmfr ne ®chrbknrhmf rs> sd rdbgdsr~ ~mc ®sgqd’ sdmhmf
about the executions that were addressed to Supreme Leader Rouhollah Khomeini from his deputy, Hossein

Ali Montazeri, werdeaked. In 2000, a copy of the secret fatwa by which, in July 1988, Rouhollah Khomeini

orderedthe mass killings was published. In 2016, an audio recording of a higlevel official meeting that

took place in August 1988 between Hossein Ali Montazeri anddlofficials responsible for the mass killings

in Tehran was posted online.

Building on the sustained campaigning and documentation efforts by survivors, family members of victims
and human rights defenders over the last 30 years, Amnesty International teet out to prise open these
cracks even further and reveal more of the bloesloaked secrets the authorities have tried to keep with a
view to seizing the opportunity of the current renewed debate about these crimes and advance the struggle
for truth, justice and reparation.

@ mdr sx Hmsdgmhsdnmeksgdehbts gohhmntr bg osdqilis ne rs  sd
further prompted by the ongoingpfficial campaign to repress the commemorative efforts of survivors,

families and human rights defenders, demonize the victims and distort the facts about tietrajudicial

executionof political dissidents in the 1980s. It is all the more relevant asany of those alleged to have

been involved in the 1988 enforced disappearances and extrajudicial executiomsld or have held positions

of power in Iran.They benefit from a continuing atmosphere of secrecy and impunity the country.

AmnestyHmsdgm  shnm k-r qgdrd gbg+ bnmctbsdc eqnl Rdosdl adqg 1.
testimonies of41 survivors,54 family members of victims 11 former prisoners and 10 other witnessedrom

28 cities across Iran, obtained either directly or through 3tice for Iran, an Iranian human rights

organization; examined written materials, including testimonies and memoirs, prepared by survivors,

independent researchers and other Iranian human rights organizations; and reviewed media reports and
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statementsissd ¢ ax Hg mh™  m “~tsgnghshdr "mc TM anchdr+ " r vdkk
"m  kxrdc sgd “tchn gdbngchmf ne sgd | ddshmflehtaiTm 0877 vgdq
are heard discussing the killings. It obtained and verified deatfertificates, profile pictures and images of

gravestones of dozens of execution victims and crosschecked and consolidated lists and databases

containing thousands of names.

On 19 October 2018, Amnesty International sent the Iranian authorities a summairfyits findings and
requested related information and clarifications, but has so far received no response. The organization is
denied access to the country.

@ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k-r gdrd gbg kd udr sgdilweekdf " mhy shnm
between late July and early September 1988, thousands of political dissidents were systematically subjected

to enforced disappearance in Iranian detention facilities across the country and extrajudicially executed

pursuant to an order issued bythe Supreme Leader of Iran and implemented across prisons in the country.

Many of those killed were subjected to torture and other cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment or

punishment in the process.

The extrajudicial executions were followed by the authios hdr - qgqdetr "k sn neehbh > kkx ~bjr
fully disclose the fate of the victims, including the causes and circumstances of the killings; identify the

remains; and ensure that they are returned to the families. The systematic concealment af fhte of the

victims and location of their remains has also involved not providing families with death certificates and

gdronmchmf sn e |l hkhdr- qgqdptdrsr enqg cd sg bdgshehb  sdr
misleading or incompleteabb s sgd b trdr+ bhgbtlrs mbdr "~ mc ¢ sdr ne sg
ng rhlokx ®cd> sg "r sgd b trd ne ¢cd sg ng oqnuhcd mn b~

Such conduct by the authorities amounts to the crime of enforced disappearance under international law.
According tothe UN Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances, the commission of an
extrajudicial execution indetention falls within the definition of enforced disappearanci it is followed bythe
refusal of state officials to disclose the fate or wheabouts of the victim or to acknowledge that the act has
been perpetrated at all.

These ongoing enforced disappearances and the continuing uncertainty concerning the fate of their loved
ones and the location of their remains have caused anguish to the faies.

Their pain is compounded by several additional factors: the ongoing bans that they face on conducting
mourning rituals and commemorations; the deliberate desecration and destruction of sites where their loved
ones are believed to be buried in masgraves; the knowledge that those who ordered and carried out the
executions continue to get away with their crimes; and the persistent threats, harassment, intimidation and
attacks that they face for daring to demand truth and justice.

These cruelpractidr + vghbg g ud b trdc fgd' s rteedqghmf mc g ql s
including serious injury to their mental and physical health, violate the absolute prohibition of torture and
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.

Giventhe widespread and systematic manner in which the authorities have committed enforced
disappearances, extrajudicial executions, torture and other cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment or
punishment, as well as other serious human rights violations agaimstlitical dissidents and their families,
Amnesty International considers that they amount to crimes against humanity, including of murder,
extermination, enforced disappearance, torture, persecution and other inhumane acts.

The crimes of enforced disapparance continueuntil the Iranian state fully discloses the truth about the fate
of the individuals concerned and the location of their remains.

International lawobligatesiran to investigate these crimesinder international law and, wheresufficient
admissible evidence exists, to prosecute those suspected of responsibility before civilian courts in fair trials.
It also has an obligation under international human rights law to provide victims with effective remedies,
including truth, justice and full reparation. This includes, among other things, returning the bodies to their
families, and indisputably identifying the remains, including through DNA analysis.

EXTRAJUDICIAL KILLINGS

In late July 1988, prisons were put on lockdown across Iraithe authorities suspended family visits without

giving any reasons, stopped providing newspapers to prisoners, and removed television sets and radios from

prison cells. This happened shortly after the end of the Iralmaq war and an armed incursion that ta

Odnokd-r Lni gdchm Nqf mhy shnm ne Hg m ' OLNH(+ " m ntsk°’
a'rd hm Hq p- Sgqdd ¢ xr ks, ahollah Khoneinjuded thexarmedHqg ™ m-r Rt oqd

BLOGBOAKED SECRETS
VGX HQ@M- RIASBBCRES ARR BNRIOMIG CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY

Amnesty International



incursion as a pretext to issue a secret fam (religious order) ordering the execution of all prisoners who
gd! " hmdc ®rsd ce rs hm sgdhqg rtoongs enqg sgd OLNH-

The fatwa ordered that, in each province,athree " m bnl |l hssdd ad drs > akhrgdc+ bnlogq
judge, the prosecutor generabr his assistant prosecutor, and a representative from thainistry of

intelligence. It specificallyordered that the committee for Tehran should include Hossein Ali Nayyeri as the
gdronmrhakd Rg qgh-" it c fpdsecutorgentrabfiTeldan.For tbareppsentagivie " r s gd

of the Ministry of Intelligence, the fatwa did not identify any individual by nhame. However, a leaked letter

from August 1988 that Deputy Supreme Leader Hossein Ali Montazeri wrote to members of the Tehran

®cd’ sg bnl | hthat Mostafa Pour Blohaminadi represented theninistry of intelligence for the

committee in Tehran.

Enkknvhmf sgd Rtoqdld Kd cdg-r e  =ndinated extgapidichidilimghr " m "t sgngq
intended to eliminate political opposition. The fatwa had instructed the authorities to proceed with

®gqdunktshnm> gx g fd "mc q mbntg "f hmrs sgd dmdl hdr ne H
condemning prisorers to death.

Across the country, on an almost daily basis, groups of prisoners were collected from their cells and brought
adengd ®cd > sg bnll hrrhnmr™ hmunkuhmf itchbh ™ k+ ognrdbtsh

Sgd ®cd” sg bnlnbresmblanteto acount angl their proceedings were summary and

arbitrary in the extreme. They operated outside any existing legislation and were not concerned with
establishing the guilt or innocence of defendants in relation to any internationally recognizeininal

offence. There was no possibility of appeal at any point during the process. The prisoners were asked if they
were prepared to express repentance for their past political beliefs and activities and denounce their political
groups in writing. In sane cases, they were also asked if they were prepared to execute or inflict harm on
fellow dissidents.

Many prisoners did not realize that their answers to these questions could make the difference between life
and death. Some thought they were appearingeffore a pardon committee. Prisoners were not informed that
they were condemned to death until shortly before their executions; sometimes they only learned about their
impending fate when they were given a pen and piece of paper and told to write down tHast wishes. Even
then, they did not know when and how they would die until they were lined up before a firing squad or
nooses were put around their necks.

Across the country, the victims were primarily supporters of the PMOI, both men and women.

In Tehran province, hundreds of men affiliated with leftist opposition groups were also executed. Their

interrogations appeared more like a religious inquisition. They were asked: Are you a Muslim? Do you pray?

Chec xntq e sgdg oqg x  mdentfed asmonbejedersRndsaid theipfatfegnr d v gn

prayed were condemned to death for deserting Islam. Others were spared the death penalty but were

ordered to be flogged until they agreed to pray. Leftist women were asked similar questions. In their case,

sgd ®hmbnggdbs™ "mrvdg kdc sn ehud k> rgdr dudgx oqg xdg s

regularly.

In Kurdistan and West Azerbaijan provinces, the wavesaifforced disappearances and extrajudicial killings
also targeted hundred=f prisoners affiliated with the Kurdish opposition groups Komala and the Kurdish
Democratic Party of Iran (KDPI).
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EXAMPLES OF QUESTIONSIHSXBD BYMMISSIONETERMINE FATE OF PRISONERS

1  Are you prepared to denounce the PMOI and ileadership?

f @d xnt oqdo qdc sn dwogdrr ®gdodms mbd
1 Do you declare loyalty to the Islamic Republic?

1 Are you willing to walk through an active minefield to assist the army of the Islamic Republic?
1  Are you willng to join the armed forces of the Islamic Republic and fight against the PMOI?

T Vhkk xnt rox nm enmodaq dalT qguisdg hmecdi®bmMmf dr
1 Are you willing to participate in firing squads?

1  Are you willing to hang a member of the PMOI?

1 Are you a Muslim?

1 Do you pray?

f Cn xnt qd ' c sgd Ptqgq-" m>

f Chc xntqgq e sgdg oq x ~mc gqd ¢ sgd Ptg- m>

Most of the prisoners killed were serving lengthy prison terms imposed because of their political opinions

and peaceful activities such as distributing gmosition newspapers and leaflets, taking part in

cdl nmrsq shnmr+ bnkkdbshmf c¢cnm shnmr enqg oghrnmdgr- e | h
active. Others had been held for years without trial or had completed their sentences and were tube

released. Some had served their sentences but were told they would not be released until they were
®rteehbhdmskx gdodms ms - Hm “kk ne sgdrd b rdr+ sgd e’ |
them until late July 1988.

Another groupof those killed had been released several years earlier but were then rearrested in the weeks

kd chmf to sn ng rgngskx “esdq sgd OLNH-r “~qldc hmbtqgr hn
immediately after their arrest and the authorities refes to provide any information on their fate and

whereabouts.

To date, the exact number of those killed is unknown but minimum estimates put the death toll at around
5,000. The real number could be higher, especially because little is still known about thames and details
of those who were rearrested in 1988 and extrajudicially executed in secret soon after arrest.

Many survivors believe that the mass executions of 1988 were planned long before dinmed incursion of
the PMOI on 25 July 1988. For examplethey note that since late 1987:

1 aclear pattern of interrogations and classification procedures applying to imprisoned political
dissidents had emerged,;

1 prisoners faced unexpected interrogations that focused on their political opinions;

1 prisonneehbh” kr "mc hmsdqgnf sngr gdod sdckx sggd’ sdmdc
"mc sg s sgd oghrnmr vntkc ad ®bkd mrdc™: °~ mc

1 some prisoners were transferred without explanation from detention facilities near their home city to
elsewhere.

Further evidence of the planned nature of the mass executions emerged in 2016 whahmad Montazeri,

the son of former Deputy Supreme Leader Hossein Ali Montazeri released an audio recording of a-hegal

official meeting on14 or 15 August 1988, in which Hossein Ali Montazeriprotested against the ongoing

jhkkhmfr ne oghrnmdqgr- Sgd qdbngchmf hmbktcdr | dl adqgr ne
defending the mass executions in Evin and Gohardasht prisons in Tehran province, including the arbjtrar

criteria used to determine who would be executed, and the secret and rushed nature of the proceedings.

Gnrrdhm @kh Lnms > ydgh hr gd’ qc sdk k mmistry bfuitellmehcer ne sgd ®c
v r trhmf sgd OLNH- retext i tadyoutimask killpgs that imad been uhdero q

consideration for several years.
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CONCEALING THE FATE

In July-September 1988, when rumours began to circulate about the mass executions, desperate families
went to prison gates and government offices irearch of information, only to be met by silence and abuse.
Sometimes they were falsely told that the prisoner had been transferred, so the families embarked on wasted
journeys to distant prisons.

From late October 1988 onwards, authorities informed manyrfalies that their loved ones had been
executed. However, the notification was generally cruel and sudden and included no information about the
reasons and circumstances of the killings. Most families were just summoned to prisons or a government
office, handed a bag which an official said contained the personal belongings of their dead relative, avnere
ordered not to hold a memorial ceremony. Some families were not even given these last mementos. Some
were told that their loved ones had been executezhd then told they were aliveSome were never told
anything and only learned the truth about the execution of their loved one months or years later from former
prisoners or informal government contacts.

Sghgsx xd > gr nm+ ° atgmhmf rdmrd ne mfthrg+ tmbdgs  hmsx
families. Some, particularly elderly mothers, are still in disbelief that their relative is dead or say that their

loved ones have remained for them somehere between life and death. Families are still searching for the

truth about when, how and why their loved ones were killed, what happened to them in their last moments

and where their remains are hidden. They are denied accurate death certificates sigtthe place, date and

cause of death for each victim, as well as the right to have professional exhumations of the individual and

Il "rr fg udr sg' s "~qgd rtrodbsdc ng jmnvm sn bnms hm sgd u

HIDING THE BODIES

The Iranian authorities did noteturn the bodies of any of the victims to families. They also refused to tell
most families where the bodies were buried.

Amnesty International knows of only five dds - Ahvaz, Ardabil, Ilam, Mashhad and Rudsar where the
authorities ultimately told sme families verbally that their loved ones were buried in mass graves and
revealed their locations. However, publicly and officiall{he authoritieshave never acknowledged these
mass grave siteswhich have been subjected to desecration and destruction.

According to information obtained by Amnesty Internationah at least seven other cities Bandar Anzali,
Esfahan, Hamedan, Masjed Soleiman, Shiraz, Semnan and Tehrathe authorities gave a few families the
location of individual graves and allowed time to install headstones, but many fear that the authorities may
have deceived them and that some of these graves may be empty.

In the case of Tehran, which had the largest number of victims in the country, these concerns are reinforced

by Amnegy Internah n m™ k - r  8%oroftindiwidual grayést®nes in the Behest Zahra cemetery which

Amnesty International understands have been attributed by the authoritithee victims of the mass killings of

0877 “qd mns qgqdf hr sdqdc hserssAqrkestbirderndtiordlgbtained the pidtunesmd at g h " k

of 335 such gravestonessearched for theirdetailhm s gd bdl dsdqgx- r,andfokundtmd at gh  k qdf
only three of them were registered

Amnesty International has also learned thain at least two cases, two separate graves in different lots of the

cemetery have been attributed to the same victim. The authorities have neither offered any explanation for

sghr+ mng " kknvdc dwgtl > shnmr sn d&mowledgekAmmegty sgd sqgtsg+ sn
International also received information from an individual in contact with a family in Iran who discoveied

June 2017 that the ground beneath the headstone that they had thought for decades contained the remains

of their loved one wasmpty and contained no bones or other remains. The family learned this after they

gained permission to bury a recently deceased relative in the same plot.

In the rest of the country, families have either remained in the dark about the whereabouts of theved
nmd-r qgdl ° &bouttheir urigkid suspested or known mass grave sitélsrough informal contact
with prison guards and officials, cemetery workers or locals.

Thirty years on, the Iranian authorities have yet to acknowledge the existemé@ny mass graves in the

country, let alone allow families to request exhumations and search for bodies. In most cases they have kept

sgd knb > shnm ne uhbshlr- gdl hmr ° rdbgds " mc g ud cdrsq
bulldozing, pouringconcrete, and constructing new burial plots, buildings aoadsover them

The authorities have also beaten and detained those who have tried to lay flowers at mass grave sites, forced
families tosign undertakings that they will not hold commemorations, and destroyed headstones, flowers or
other memorials placed there by the families.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DmP3zQjFGuo

As part of their efforts to conceal the location of the remains, and by extension the scale of the killings, the
Iranian authorities havealso excluded the names of the overwhelming majority of the victims from publicly
available burial registers.

Between July and December 2018, Amnesty International searched in the online database of the
Organization of Behesht Zata, a state body, for the names of 4,672 individuals who have been recorded as
victims of the mass executions of Julgeptember 1988 by an Iranian human rights group outside Iran

known as theCommittee for the Defence of Human Rights in Iran. Amnesty Intextional found that nearly
99% of the victims recorded in the list of the Committee for the Defence of Human Rights in Iran are not
registered in the online database of the Organization of Behesht Zahra. In the remaining cases, which
constitute just over 26, the names in the list bear a resemblance to the names in the database, but Amnesty
International does not have enough information to conclude definitively that they refer to the same person.

Despite the lack of any information about the structure andedision-making powers of the Organization of
Behesht Zahra, the facthat nearly 9946 of the victims of the mass killingsare missingfrom official online
burial records raises serious concerns thahe authorities have quietly adoptedpecific policies and
proceduresto manipulate burial records. This situatiomakes the investigation and exhumation of individual
and mass graves all the more crucial to the establishment of the truth about the burial location of each
victim.

DENIALS AND MISINFORMATION

For three decades, lhe Iranian authorities have denied angiromoted misinformation about the killings both
at home and internationally.

Domestically,thee t sgnghshdr g ud bnmbnbsdc cheedgdms rsnghdr sn c
particular, some have presented the executions as a just and lawresponse to a small group of violent

individuals who had somehow colluded with the PMOI from inside prison to support and join its armed

incursion on 25 July 1988. Those promoting this narrative fail to explain how thousands of prisoners from

across the country could have communicatedandcen g c hm™ s dc e q n | -seounity grisodswithg ™ m-r ghf g
an armed group outside the country. Moreover, the testimonies of survivorsahfirm that these vague

accusations of rebellion and secret collusion were ndte focus of the interrogations they faced between July

and September 1988 and no information was ever given to them that they were facing renewed prosecution

and sentencing on fresh charges.

Other official narratives have deceptively claimed that the exged prisoners had long been on death row for

serious crimes involving killing and other violence and that the summary proceedings before their execution

hm 0877 enbtrdc nm vgdsgdqgq sgdx vdgd “cdpt sdkx ®qgdodms
commutation of their sentence.

All the storieshavedn v mok " xdc¢c sgd rb kd ne sgd jhkkhmfr ax qdogdr dm:
®h mr hf mhehb™ ms ™ -

On the international stage, from late 1988, the authorities flatly denied the killings, dismissing the repags

®mnsghmf ats ogno f mc™ - Eng dw |l okd+ nm 18 Mnudladq 08
in New York, Mohammad Jafar Mahallati, denied the mass executions in a meeting with the UN Special
Representative on the situation of humanrightsiHg " m+ "~ mc bk hl dc sg s ®I mx j hkkhnm

on the battlefield, in the context of the war, following the invasion of the Islamic Republic of Iran by [the
OL NH\ ~ -

On 8 December 1988, the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution on the sitoatdf human rights in

Iran, which expressed grave concern about a renewed wave of executions in Iran in JB&ptember 1988

targeting prisoners for their political convictions. Several days later, on 13 December, Amnesty International

issued a briefingstas hmf sg° s ®sgd duhcdmbd eng | "rr dwdbtshnmr v r
sns k bntkc gtm hmsn sgntr mcr - Hs g hrdc hsr bnmbdgmr
visits around the world, but met with denials.

On 26 Januay 1989, the UN Special Representative on the situation of human rights in Iran challenged

Hg m-r ®f kna k cdmh k=~ ne sgd v ud ne dwdbtshnmr- Gd rta
for information on their fate and whereaboutsandnate sg° s ®sgdqgd vdgd hm “kk ogna’ ah
uhbshlr ™ -

On 26 June 1989, the UN Special Representative received a letter from Depiynister of Foreign Affairs
Mohammad Hossein Lavasani which claimethat®0 3/ nt s ne s gd legeddohlivelbebnr s ne
executed in Tehran are forgeries and virtuallynedwh r sdms hmchuhct " kr - Sgd kds
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e sd ne sgd gdl "hmhmf 833 odnokd khrsdc+ r xhmf sg°s Hq"
answering allegations ginated from certain terrorist groupsandwas h1 d sq  hsnqgr -

Amnesty International extracted the names of the individuals whom the Iranian authorities claimed did not
exist from the annex of the January 1989 reportfédhe UN Special Representativewhich totalled 141 rather
than 140. For 117 of the 141 individuals, Amnesty Internationamanaged to match their name against the
name ofone of therecorded victims of the mass executions of 1988y searching in two lists of execution
victims prepared bythe Committee for the Defence oluman Rights in Iran andthe PMOI. Amnesty
International obtained photographs of 3 of them.

Amnesty Internationaklso obtained the pictures of individual gravestones for eightqgae who were
cdbk gdedwhr skdmmsm a x s g @he khgianralthorities havestigemseles idahtified
these graves as thes h b sptade of-burial

On 2 November 1989, the UN Special Representative spoke of the mass prisoner killingdwf-September
1988 no longer as an allegation but as a verified fadbespite this the UN failed to take appropriate action.
Not only was there no condemnation from or investigation authorized by the then UN Commission on
Human Rights and no referral byhe UN General Assembly to the Security Council, the General Assembly
did not even follow up on its resolution of 8 December 1988.

This emboldened the authorities to persist in their disavowals of the truth. In a reply submitted in October

1990 concerning 3,620 cases of executions mentioned in the reports of the UN Special Representative

between January 1988 to February 1990, the Iranian authorities did not even acknowledge one single

dwdbt shnm b gghdc nts hm 0877- Sanslalegdily exécltetlcanoigpe s ®s gd m°
gdbnf mhydc-~ Enqg sgd gdl  hmhmf 0+400+ sgdx ognuhcdc wu’ft

execution victims were alive mc r st cxhmf nqg vngjhmf+ g ¢ ®rntfgs rgdksdq
asprisonersn e v ' q hwvere dtgddpeto®mg st g  k ohthdbatidefield n g

In a subsequent reply in January 1991, which concerned the fate and whereabouts of an additional 346
individuals, including 47 who were recorded as executed in 1988, the Iranian authorities again refused to
acknowledge any of the 1988 executions. For 23 tfie cases from 1988, the UN Special Representative

gdbngcdc ®mn fnudgmldms qgdokx"— mc+ eng sgd qdl hmcdg ne
responses to those listed above.

@ mdr sx Hmsdqm® s hn m35lofthe 47greportéd egebtpn casgathatrthe aughorisies

denied are recorded in one or more of the following sources: the database of such victims produced by the
Abdorrahman Boroumand Centerand the lists of victims of the mass killings of Juigeptember 1988
compiled by the Conmittee for the Defence of Human Rights in Irgron the one hand and by the PMOI on
the other hand. These include victims whom the authorities declared had been released, were studying in
universities, were studying abroad or had escaped to foreign couai Amnesty International obtained
photographs of11 of them. It also interviewed a sibling dbur execution victims whge executions were
denied bythe authorities two of them the authoritiesclaimed were studyingat university, one of them they
claimed had been released and the last one they claimed was studying abroad. Amnesty International also
identified the case of a victim about whom the authorities provided no comment to the UN even though they
told her family in Iran that she had been executed ahdirected them to a location where her body was
found in an unmarked massgravealong withthe bodies of several other women and men.

Given the gravity of the crimes committed in 1988, the Iranian authorities should not have been able to
shield themselve from scrutiny by unconvincing blanket denials and mere intransigence. Sadly, that is what
happened.

CRISIS OF IMPUNITY

A culture of impunity for statecommissioned human rights violations dominates Iran. In the case of the
enforced disappearances and extrajudicial executions of 1988, most families have no confidence in the
justice system. Those that have been brave enough to pursue justice have faced inaction and reprisals.
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SENIOR OFFICIALS MIGBEATH COMMISSIONS

For the last 30 years, many of those alleged to have been involved in the 1988 enforced disappearanc

and extrajudicial executiondhhavehek ¢ onr hshnmr ne onvd qgprosecutod genenat
and assistant prosecutors, andninistry ofintd k Kk hf d mbd qdoqgqdr dms  shudr
bnl I hrrhnmr™ g ud gdkc "mc hm rnld b rdr bnms
government. For exampleAmnesty International has identified and analyseelvidence and reports that
sgd enkknvhmf neehbh>kr o gshbho sdc hm ®cd’ s

1 AlirezaAvaet Hqg m-r bt gqqdms | hmhrsdg ne itrshhbd
Jgtydrs m ognuhmbd "mc v r s rjdc vhsg o

I HosseinAlNayyerir vgn "~ bsdc "r sgd Rg gqgh-" itcfd
ognlnsdc sn sgd onrhshnm ne sgd cdotsx gd
this post until September 2A3. Today, he is head of the Supreme Disciplinary Coudr Judges.

91 Ebrahim Raisj who was the deputyprosecutor generabf Tehran in 1988 and a member of the

Sdgg m ®cd’ sg b n prbsécutor penarabf-dehran betweeg 189 and 1994, the
ehqrs cdotsx gd ' c ne sgd it ch bprosesutor generafroml .
2014 to 2016. He ran for the presidency in 2017 In a lecture on 1 May 2018, referring to medii
reports about his role in e 1988 mass killings, he did not dispute his presence in the meeting
withGnrrdhm @kh Lnms ydgh+ ats mnsdc sg s ®
sgd bntgsf£ Sgd gd ¢ ne sgd bntgs hrrtdr r.

odnokd - @s tsrghdmfr “slgdd svhnl gdct+ agparentmefeqencet® thes rhassm
j hkkhmfr+ gd qdf qcdc sgdl ~r ®&nmd ne sgd
Qntgnkk g Jgnldhmh “r ° ®m shnm k gdgn -

1 Mostafa Pour Mohammadiwho was the representative of theministry ofintelligence in the
®cd” > sg bnl | hr rwastne ministen of fisticedpetween 201and 2017. On 28

August 2016, referring to media reports about the mass prisoner killings and his involvement i

them,MostafaPog Lng || "ch r  hc9 ®Vd "~ gd ogntc s
bnmbdgmhmf sgd ZOLNH\ £ H "I s od bd " mc
"bsdc hm “bbngc mbd vhsg kv “mc Hrk I -"

1 Mohammad HosseinAhmadi v gn v r s gaf KhRzpstang prevince in 1988 amd a
memberofsgd Jgtydr s  m ® cigdcurenly ebmeiberofthe Assembly+of
Expertss ° bnmr shstshnm k ancx sg s g r sgd .o
For nearly a decade in the 2000s, he waalso the head of the body in charge of selecting and
appointing judges across the country.

The participation of these and other suspects in senior roles of the government and judiciary
tmcdqrs mc akx tmcdqgl hmdr s gd aaisns thd shdutd provie theenh
with justice and effective remedies.

The crisis of impunity in Iran has become ever more severe since 2016hen the audio recording of the

@ ftrs 0877 Il ddshmf ne Gnrrdhm @kh Lnms ydgh vhsg | dl adgq
released. The audio recording gave rise to an unprecedented wave of publicity around the mass prisoner

killings of 1988. In respnse, the authorities have launched an intensive campaign of disinformatiand

victimak "I hmf “mc hrrtdc mtldgntr rs sdldmsr fknghexhmf sgd

gdgndr  + khjdmhmf "~ mx bghshbhgnghnke sgdmcsgoptiseadmhmh qdo

anyone seeking to shed light on the mass prisoner killings.

For example, on 15 August 2016, the head of the judiciary, Sadegh Larijani, stated that, by releasing the

"tchn gdbngchmf+ ®rnddmglddhoqrmtbgdt sgdsddesfd - G
judiciary will act forcefully as always and any disturbance in public opinion with respect to these security
hrrtdr vhkk enqg rtgd kd ¢ sn itchbh> k hmudrshf > shnm

On 13 August 2016, justr dudg ™ k ¢ xr "~ esdg GAmaddMomaze@ielbased thens °

audio recording, he was summoned for interrogation by the Special Court for the Clergy and accused of

d sgq

* mc

ydgh-r rn

® bshmf “f > hmrs m shnm k rdbtghsx  sgqntfg ®qgqdud”  khmf rs

Hm Mnudladq 1/05+ gd v 'r rdmsdmbdc sn 10 xd qr -

bnmuhbsdc ghl ne ®rogqgd chmf ogno f mc™ "~ f hmrs

r

hl oghr nm

sgd

r xrsd

I ngd sg " m svn odnokd£ vhshgnmgk rodigtoqmhsdx ne” md r@a dksthand g 'ms ck
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providing unauthorized individuals with access to or information about plans, secrets, documents and
cdbhrhnmr qdf gchmf sgd rs sd-r c¢cnldrshb ng enqgdhfm onkh
sentence was subsequently reduced to six years and suspended.

TIME FOR ACTION

The enforced disappearance and extrajudicial killing of thousands of prisoners in 1988ve serious

repercussions to this dayVictims and their families are anguished at the lackf gustice, truth and reparation.

Hl ot mhsx enq sgdrd bghldr g ' r adbnld hmfg hmdc hmsn sgd
current senior officials have vested interests in concealing and denying the killings.

The authorities have for decagls suppressed freedoms of belief, expression, association and peaceful
assembly; conducted unfair and predominantly secret trials; committed widespread torture; executed
hundreds of people every year; and kept thousands more on death row.

Today, Iran is inthe grip of a multifaceted crisis that is rooted in a confluence of severe political, economic,

environmental and human rights problems. Protests against poverty, inflation, corruption and political

authoritarianism have been on the rise, and intensifiegixpressions of anger and dissatisfaction against the

establishment abound on social media. In response, the Iranian authorities have been widening the net of
gdoqdrrhnm- Gtmcqdcr ne gtl " m ghfgsr cdedmcdqr+ Kk vxdqgr +
journalists, students, political activists, environmental activists, and religious and ethnic minorities have been

targeted for harassment, interrogation, arbitrary arrests and detention, and prosecution. Many are

languishing in jail.

Crimes against hunanity are so serious that they are of concern not only to the victims and their families, the
survivors and the state in question, but also humanity as a whole. Accountability for such crimes is essential,
not only to ensure truth and justice for victimsrad their families, but also to provide a vital safeguard against
the recurrence of such crimes.

Three decades on, the authorities that at all lexsetommitted these crimes under international law are
continuing to conceal, condone and even celebrate themoday. As a result, there is nammediate domestic
possibility for victims to access justice, truth and reparation in Iraand independent, impartial and effective
international mechanism(s) to address impunitynust be pursued.

RECOMMENDATIONS

In line with these findings, Amnesty International is calling on the Iranian authorities to, among thingke
the following actions

1  Publicly acknowledge that thousands of imprisoned political dissidents were subjected to enforced
disappearances and extrajudicialxecutions in prisons across Iran in Julgeptember 1988 and
make public all available information and records regarding the number of those killed; their
identities; the location, cause and circumstances of their disappearance and extrajudicial
execution;and the location of their remains.

1 Establish a competent, independent and impartial truth commission, commission of inquiry or
other appropriate mechanism to establish fully the truth regarding the mass enforced
disappearances and extrajudicial executionsf July-September 1988 andfacilitate the return of the
remains of deceased victims to family members.

1  Protect survivors, the families of victims and others seeking truth, justice and reparations on behalf
of the victims of the mass enforcedlisappearances and extrajudicial executions of Julyeptember
1988 against threats, harassment, intimidation, arbitrary arrests and detentions, and other reprisal
by state authorities or other actors.

1  Ensure that prompt, thorough, independent and impartiariminal investigations are conducted
into all allegations of enforced disappearances, extrajudicial executions, torture and crimes against
humanity related to the mass killings carried out in Juieptember 1988. Where sufficient
admissible evidence exits, prosecute those suspected of criminal responsibility before civilian
courts in proceedings that conform to international fair trial standards and do not involve seeking or
imposing the death penalty.

Amnesty International is also calling on Uldolitical bodiesand the international community as a whole to:

1 Establishan independent, impartial andeffective international mechanism(sjo address impunity
for the crimes against humanity and other crimes under international law committed including by:
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documenting and investigating the crimes, including the extrajudicial executions carried out in

1988, as well as the ongoing enforced disappearance of the victims and the torture and other ill

sgd sl dms ne uhbshlr- e 1 hkh ddidentifyingseffedtigepaiiways mc oqdr dq
to justice, truth and reparation with a view to ensuring that, where sufficient evidence exists, those

suspected of responsibility are prosecuted in fair trials without seeking or imposing the death

penalty, including befae national courts of states exercising universal jurisdiction, and survivors

"mc uhbshlr- e Il hkhdr “gd ognuhcdc vhsg deedbshud qd
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2. METHODOLOGY

2.1FRAMEWORK AND SCOPE

This report focuses on one of the mogteinous chapters of state violence inlranr g d b d amngheg hr s n g x
occasion of its 30th anniversary: the enforced disappearance and extrajudicial execution of thousands of
imprisoned political dissidents over several weeks between late July and early Seyiter 1988.

While it may appear that these crimes belong to a distant past, they have serious repercussions to this day.
The Iranian authorities are still concealing the fate of the victims and the location of their remains and refuse
to acknowledge thaimass executions were carried out at all. This means that the enforced disappearance of
thousands of political dissidents continues today (see chapter 9). Survivors, families of the victims and others
seeking truth and justice on behalf of the victims contue to be ilttreated and face reprisals. The ongoing

state denial and systematiéntimidation, harassment and abusef those seeking justice, has further
compounded and perpetuated the torturous pain and suffering of the families brought about by the
extrajudicial execution of their loved ones.

@ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k-r enbtr nm sgdrd bghldr hr etqgsgdgq
launched in Iran in recent years to suppress reporting of leaked official records that have shed furthétlig

on the secret and extrajudicial nature of the executions; counter the commemorative efforts of survivors,

families and human rights defenders; dehumanize and demonize the victims; glorify therge of political

oppositionin the 1980s; minimize the scat of the mass killings; and distort their causes and circumstances.

The mass enforced disappearances and extrajudicial executions perpetrated in 1988 were the culmination of
a decade of gross and systematic human rights violations following the 1979 rexioin.

Amnesty International is also concerned by allegations of human rights abuses by some opposition groups,
hmbktchmf “rr > rrhm shnmr " mc nsgdqg tmk > vetk jhkkhmfr ax
and the use of children as combatarg by Komala and the Kurdish Democratic Party of Iran (KDPI), two

Kurdish armed opposition groups.

These violations and abuses are beyond the scope of this report. However, Amnesty International
emphasizes that they all merit independent and idepth invesigations and, where sufficient admissible
evidence exists, all those suspected of criminal responsibility must be prosecuted before civilian courts in
proceedings that conform to international fair trial standards and do not involve seeking or imposing the
death penalty.

2.2RESEARCH METHODS

This report is based on research undertaken by Amnesty International from September 2017 to November

1/07- Hs oqnuhcdr ° bnlogdgdmrhud gdbngc ne @ mdrsx Hmsd
disappearance and extraudicial execution of thousands of political dissidents between late July and early

September 1988 across Iran, building on reports, urgent actions and press releases that the organization

published in the late 1980s and early 1990s.

The information gatheed by Amnesty International provides a striking picture of the national scale and
geographical spread of the mass enforced disappearances and extrajudicial executions, based on the first
hand testimonies of 41 men and women who were imprisoned in 20 citi@sross the country during the
period JulySeptember 1988 and survived the mass prisoner killings. Amnesty International refers to these
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witnesses as survivors throughout the report. The organization also gathered the testimoniegtdagily
members,11fh gl dq oghrnmdqr ° mc

Amnesty International refers to those who were released from prison before July 1988. In total, the cities

0/

nsgdq

vhsmdrrdr +

covered by the research, where Amnesty International knewhe mass enforced disappearances and
extrajudicial executions of 1988 took place, are:

Ahvaz in Khuzestan province;
Arak in Arak province;

Ardabil in Ardabil province;

Babol in Mazandaran province;
Behbahan in Khuzestan province
Behshahr inMazandaran province;
Bushehr in Bushehr province;
Dezful in Khuzestan province;
Esfahan in Esfahan province;

. Ghaemshahr in Mazandaran province;
. Gorgan in Golestan province;

. Hamedan in Hamedan province;

. llam in llam province;

. Karaj in Alborz province lut in Tehran province in 1988);
. Kerman in Kerman province;

. Kermanshah in Kermanshah province;

. Khoramabad in Lorestan province;

. Lahijan in Gilan province;

. Mashhad in Razavi Khorasan province;

. Qazvin in Qazvin province;

. Rasht in Gilan province;

. Roudsar in Gilan province;

. Sanandaj in Kurdistan province;

. Saggez in Kurdistan province;

. Sari in Mazandaran province;

. Semnan in Semnan province;

. Shiraz in Fars province;

. Tabriz in East Azerbaijan province;

. Tehran in Tehran province;

. Urumieh in West Azerbaijan province;

. Zahedan in Sistan and Baluchestan province;
. Zanjan in Zanjan province.
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2.2.ITESTIMONIES

@ mdr sx Hmsdgm® s hnm" testimonias df 4dsurgiviorg, 54amily embedscll orgner
prisoners and 10 other witnesses, obtained either directly or through Justice for Iran, an Iranian human
rights organization that assisted Amnesty International during the research phase of thejgurb

TABLENUMER DESTIMONIES ANALYSED

Former

Status - Survivor Witness Familynember Total
prisoner
Female 3 8 2 33 46
Male 8 34 8 20 70
Past politicaFfdiation LI PMOI qughsh NA Other
group opposition grou
32 68 7 5 4
Location Iran Albania Rest oEurope Canada Australia
5 50 49 10 2

The selection of the provinces and prisons on which Amnesty International chose to focus was informed by
the results of a comprehensive review of written materigisepared to date by survivors, independent
researchers and other Iranian human rights organizations. This research showed that the circumstances
surrounding the mass prisoner killings in Evin prison in Tehran and Gohardasht prison in Karaj have been
welldocumented over the past three decades. As a result, Amnesty International focused its resources on
obtaining firsthand testimonies from survivors and family members who were from other provinces across
the country. This was essential to better understarehd document:

1 the scale and geographical spread of the mass prisoner killings;
1 the categories of prisoners targeted across the country in terms of political affiliation, age and gender;

1 the similarities and differences in the decisiomaking processes leding to the executionsjncluding
their secretive and extrajudicial nature; and

1 the extent to which the authorities used unmarked individual and mass graves across the country to
conceal the fate of victims and the location of their remains and eliminatige traces of their crimes.

The testimonies obtained from Justice for Iran were from 52 individuals: 22 survivors, 14 family members,
seven former prisoners and nine other witnesses whom they interviewed between 2015 and 2008enty
one of these intervievs were conducted in person and video recorded; 26 were conducted by video or voice
call and audio recorded; and five were conducted through written exchanges. The breakdown of the
interviewees regarding the past political affiliations of themselves orittdeceased relatives is as follows:

1 28 were connected with secular, leftist political groups;
1 six had links with Kurdish opposition groups;

1 10 were connected with the PMOI,

1 eight were not connected with any political group.

Amnesty International analysd all the interviews conducted by Justice for Iran and followed up with the
witnesses directly when necessary to obtain further information. Informed consent was obtained from
everyone whose name has been included in the report.
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Amnesty International also undertook three field trips to Tirana, Albania, where a substantial number of
survivors and family members are based. These trips took place in October and November 2017 and March
2018. Amnesty International was supported in thestrips by Justice for Iran, which helped, among other
things, with preparing a suggested list of withesses from specific cities; and recording, filming and
professionally transcribing and storing the interviews in a secure and orderly manner.

During these trips, which lasted four days on each occasion, Amnesty International interviewed 49
individuals, comprising 16 survivors, three former prisoner80 family members and one other witness.

These individuals provided information about the circumstances of the mass prisoner killings in 23 provincial
cities.

The survivors and family members interviewed in Tirana, Albania, all identified themselves as merslof

the PMOI. In approaching this community, Amnesty International followed established principles of
independence, impartiality, transparency, objectivity, confidentiality, credibility, integrity, professionalism and
consistency! These require, amongpther things, that human rights investigators collect all relevant
information from all relevant sources in an unbiased and impartial manner, objectively examine and analyse
each piece of information they receive, irrespective of the source, and contintlés process until they have
completed a thorough and comprehensive inquiry and obtained a clear understanding of the situation under
investigation?

In addition to its field missions in Tirana, Amnesty International interviewed 10 family members andrfou
survivors who were based in Europe and North America and shared their accounts of the mass killings from
six cities in Iran. Two of these interviews were conducted in person and the rest were by video or voice call.
In locating these individuals, Amnestynternational wa assisted by the group Bidaran.

Amnesty International also used secure messaging applications to ask questions and receive information
from witnesses based inside Iran. These individuals requested anonymity due to fear of reprisal. Adicgly,
throughout the report, Amnesty International has only included the names of survivors and family members
who were outside Iran and who gave their consent. The Iranian authorities systematically subject survivors,
family members and others who spdaout about the atrocities in the 1980s to serious human rights

violations including arbitrary arrest and detention, torture and otheritbatment and lengthy imprisonment.
Given this context, the pool of firshand witnesses residing in Iran was extrenhelimited. The majority of
potential witnesses were afraid to speak to Amnesty International even on a confidential basis because they
were concerned about the safety of themselves and their families and feared that their conduct might be
monitored clandestinely by the Iranian authorities.

In assessing the reliability and credibility of the testimonies placed before it, Amnesty International took into
account, among other considerations:

T sgd hmchuhct k-r onkhshb ™ k andpmastecqg ofmefiabiliky (ih msdgdr sr +

known);

1 their apparent capacity to correctly recall events, considering their age, experience of trauma and
how far back the events occurred,;

1 the position that the witness said they had in relation to the subject of thormation; and
1 where and how the witness said they obtained the information.

Amnesty International additionally considered that all information had to be assessed for its validity by
considering, among other factors:

i its relevance to the inquiry;
1 its internal consistency and coherence; and
1 its logicality and consistency with and corroboration by other information.

All interviewees were informed about the nature and purpose of the research and about how the information
they provided would be used. Gal consent was obtained from each interviewee prior to the start of the
interview, which was audio or videoecorded. No incentives were provided to interviewees in exchange for

* Office of the High Commissioner for Human Right§ommissions of inquiry and faefinding missions on international human rights and
humanitarian law: Guidance and practice2015, www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/Col_Guidance_and_Practicef.pd

2 Office of the High Commissioner for Human Right€§ommissions of inquiry and faefinding missions on international human rights and
humanitarian law: Guidance and practice2015, www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publicatios/Col_Guidance_and_Practice.pdpp. 33-35.

3 Bidaran was established by a group of former prisoners, survivors, family members and human rights defenders who are conthtitte
seeking truth, justice and reparation for the gross and systematic human righislations committed by the Iranian authorities, particularly
in the 1980s. For more information about the group, se@ww.bidaran.net/spip.php?article17
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their accounts. Individuals were told that they could end the interview at atigne. People were explicitly told
they could choose not to answer specific questions if they did not want to do so.

Interviews were carried out individually and in private, with just the researchers and interviewee in the room,
with the exception of fourcases where, respectively, two brothers, a wife and her husband, a mother and her
son, and an aunt and her niece wanted to be interviewed together.

All interviews were conducted in Persian.

2.2.2D0CUMENTARY EVIDENCE

Amnesty International examined a vast ofdaly of written materials in order to investigate what happened in

Hg m-r oghrnmr adengd+ c¢ctqhmf >Sepembeeld988;qracetged | " rr oghr nmd
development of official narratives denying and distorting the scale, causes and circunm&tes of the mass

prisoner killings; and assess the extent and adequacy of the actions taken by the UN and international

community to address the mass enforced disappearances and extrajudicial executions of 1988. These

materialsincluded:

1 documents and corespondence stored in the archives of Amnesty International from 1988 to 1993;

1 reports, testimonies, memoirs and other written materials prepared by survivors, independent
researchers and Iranian human rights organizatiorfs;

1 the judgement of the Iran Tibunal,anonra h mc hmf hmsdgm  shnm  k odnokd-r sgha:
Hague, the Netherlands, concerning the violations of human rights and crimes committed by the
Iranian authorities in the 1980s, which was issued on 5 February 20£3;

1 reports of the UN Special Representative on the situation of human rights in Iran from 1988 to 1997
and the statements of the Iranian authorities to the UN recorded therein;

1 resolutions of the UN General Assembly on the situation of human rights in Iraarh 1988 to 1997;

1 reports of the UN Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances between 1988 and the
present day;

1 official orders and other correspondence published in the memoirs of then Deputy Supreme Leader
Hossein Ali Montazeri;

1 diary ertries in the memoirs of then Speaker of Parliament Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani;

1 official statements and articles published by the stataffiliated newspaperKeyhanand Ettelaat
between July 1988 and March 1989; and

1 official statements published bynline stateaffiliated media outlets in Iran including Fars News
Agency, Raja News, Mehr News Agency, Tasnim News, Mashregh News and the Islamic Republic
News Agency, particularly since 2016.

4 The materials reviewed includedtran Human Rights Documentation CentreCd * ckx E sv > 9 Hq m-,RO0OON 877 Oghrnm L rr b
www.iranhrdc.org/english/publications/reports/3158eadly-fatwairan-s-1988-prison-massacre.htm] Abdorrahman Boroumand Center,

The Massacre of Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988, report of an inquicpnducted by Geoffrey Robertson Q@8 April 2011,
www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/thenassacreof-political prisonersin-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry; Abdorrahman Baoumand

Center, The Massacre of Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988: An Addendum, Witness testimonies and official statemehisDecember 2013,
www.iranrights.org/library/document/2498/thenassacreof-politicalprisonersin-iran-1988-an-addendum-witnesstestimoniesand-officiak
statements Justice for Iran,Unfinished Tales: Mothers and fanties of Khavaran, a three decade long search for truth and justice

September 2015, justicediran.org/persian/wpcontent/uploads/2015/09/unfinishedtale.pdf Amnesty International also reviewed the

relevant articles and interviews available on thelfowing websites which belong to the communities of survivors and family members who

seek truth, justice and reparation for the gross human rights violations of the 1980s: Bidaramww.bidaran.nett Oghr nm-& Ch > knf t
(Goftogoohayeh Zendanydialogt.de and Iran Tribunal,www.irantribunal.com/index.php/en/

For the lists of some of the memoirs written by former prisoners and survivors of the mass prisoner killings of 1988 andraffeess human

rights violations of the 1980s, seébdorrahman Boroumand CenterTestimonies of victims and rights abusers: Prisonémoirs,
www.iranrights.org/library/collection/120/prisememoirs Lnmhgdg A g c g m+ ®Oghrnm khsdq stqgd +
womenpoliticalprisoners.files.wordpress.com/2013/02/daa9d8aad8a7d8a8.pelblitical prisoners: The art of resistance in the Middle East
womenpoliticdprisoners.com/resources/bookén-english/

*Hg " m Sghatm k+ @m Hms Omthe alsubes and rkassitlimge df gblitical pBsqniera in imah, K 981988, Findings of the

Truth Commission 30 July 2012, www.irantribunal.com/images/PDF/Commission%20Repéf{ebsite.pdf Iran Tribunal, Aninternational

Od n ok d- r JuSgerheatt PnosSekutor v. Islamic Republic of Iran (a case concerning the gross violatiohfiuman rights and

commission of crimes against humanity by the Islamic Republic of Irar§ February 2013,
www.irantribunal.com/images/PDF/Iran%20Tribunal%20Judgment.pdf
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https://iranhrdc.org/deadly-fatwa-irans-1988-prison-massacre/
https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry
https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/2498/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-an-addendum-witness-testimonies-and-official-statements
https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/2498/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-an-addendum-witness-testimonies-and-official-statements
https://justice4iran.org/persian/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/unfinishedtale.pdf
http://www.bidaran.net/
http://dialogt.de/
http://www.irantribunal.com/index.php/en/
http://www.iranrights.org/library/collection/120/prison-memoirs
https://womenpoliticalprisoners.files.wordpress.com/2013/02/daa9d8aad8a7d8a8.pdf
https://womenpoliticalprisoners.com/resources/books-in-english/
http://www.irantribunal.com/images/PDF/Commission%20Report-Website.pdf
http://www.irantribunal.com/images/PDF/Iran%20Tribunal%20Judgment.pdf

Several data sources that provide information on the names apdrsonal details of those reportedly killed
during the mass executiongarried out in the second half 0fL988 were checked and crosschecked
throughout the research process for research and corroboration purposes. These includee following

1. Alist compled by the Committee for the Defence of Human Rights in Iran,human rights group
outside Iran, which has recorded the names of 4,672 individuals killed during the mass prisoner
killings in 1988 who were affiliated with the PMOI or leftist or other padil opposition groupsThis is a
minimum number and does not include the hundreds of arrests that are believed to have taken place
in the weeks leading to the armed incursion of the PMOI on 25 July 1988 or shortly after it

2. Several lists compiled by a swivor from Gohardasht prison in Karaj, Iraj Mesdaghi, who has
conducted decades of research on the mass prisoner killings of 1988, particularly in Evin prison in
Tehran and Gohardasht prison in Karaj. fie lists include one with the names of 380 individuals
affiliated with leftist or other groups whom Iraj Mesdaghi has recorded as having been killed during the
mass prisoner killings of JuhSeptember 1988 in Evin and Gohardasht prisoAsnd another with the
names and personal details 0867 reported PMOIl victims, and with the location details of individual
graves in Behesht Zahra cemeterwhich the authorities have identified as their place of burial

3. Alist created by the banned opposition group PMOI, which lost several thousand of its members

andsuppn gsdgr ctghmf sgd | "rr oqghrnmdg jhkkhmifrSgd 0877+
list recordsthe full names of 4,969 individuals who the organization says were killed during the mass

prisoner killings, as well as the namesf their fathers. ®me of the names on the list also appear on an

nmkhmd ¢ s a > rd nm sgd OLNH-r vdarhsd+ vghbg hmbktcdr +
where itexists, their individual grave.

4. An online database entitleddmid Memorial,created by the Abdorrahnan Boroumand Center, an
independent human rights organization outside Iran which seeks to record every execution that has
been carried out in Iran sice 1979. The database collates lists produced by the PMOI, the USpecial
Representative on the situatioof human rights in Iran and other groups, and complements the
content of these with information from family membersf victims and former prisoners

Amnesty International also searched for the names of 4,672 execution victims recorded by @@mmittee

for the Defence of Human Rights in Iramn the online burial registers of the Organization of Behesht Zahra in
order to investigate whether and how far the authorities have excluded the name of victims from public burial
records. The Organization of BeheslZahra directly manages the Behesht Zahra cemetery in Tehran and

also maintains an official database of individual graves. The mandate of the organization is silent about its
registration of graves outside Tehran province. However, searches conductedhia database shows that, in
addition to the records of graves in Behesht Zahra cemetery, it also includes the records of individual graves
in various other cities across the country. For each registered grave, details recorded include the name of the
deceasd person, their date of birth and death and, in many cases, the name of their father.

Other documentary materials gathered and studied by Amnesty International include@ death certificates
obtained from the families of the execution victims. The orgaairon analysed the date, place and cause of
death recorded on each certificate to test whether and how the authorities have denied or distorted the truth
about the fate of the victims, including the causes and circumstance of their killings.

2.2.3AUDIOVISURIDENCE

In investigating the situation of unmarked mass graves containing the remains of the victims and the
desecration and destruction that they have faced, Amnesty International analysed satellite imagery and video
footage and photographs, obtained fra Justice for Iran or directly from survivors, family members, former
prisoners and informed locals. The source of the satellite imagery was Google Earth.

The audiovisual materials received by Amnesty International provided compelling visual evidencéef t
destructive actions taken by the authorities at suspected or known mass grave sites over the past three
decades and enabled the organization to establish a timeline of events for several mass graves.

5 This list is published in a book entitledance of the Phoenixes and Song of the Ash (Ra@sQognusha Va Avaz Khakestar2011, pp.
323-328.

" This list is published in a book entitledance of the Phoenixes and Song of the Ash (RagsQognusha Va Avaz Khakestar2011, pp.
155-163. The list contains 371 entries. However, in two casesSedigeh Ansi and Hossein Safaieezadetthere are two entries for the same
person because two separate gwves in different lots of the cemetery have attributed to them. One entry concerns a woman, Rafat Kholdi,
whom Iraj Mesdaghi says committed suicide in prison following the mass prisoner killings of 1988. Two other entries contgitia names
Hamid Haghigh and Mohammad Kadeli Haghighi are said to be referring to the same person.
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In total, Amnesty International obtained informatioan the presence of suspected or known mass grave sites
in the vicinity of at least 18 cities across the country. In some cities such as Ahvaz, Karaj, Rasht, Tehran and
Mashhad, more than one mass grave site was reported. This is not an exhaustive list Anthesty

International believes that the real number of mass graves scattered across the country which resulted from
the mass secret extrajudicial executions of 1988 is far higher. Suspected or known mass grave sites were
brought to the attention of Amnest International in the following cities:

1. Ahvaz in Khuzestan province;

2. Ardebil in Ardebil province;

3. Dezful in Khuzestan province

4. Ghaemshahr in Mazandaran province;

5. llam in llam province;

6. Karaj in Alborz provincgbut in Tehran province in 1988)
7. Lahijan in Gilan province;

8. Mashhad in Razavi Khorasan province;

9. Masjed Soleiman in Khuzestan province;

10. Qorveh in Kurdistan province;

11. Rasht in Gilan province;

12. Roudsar in Mazandaran province;

13. Sanandaj in Kurdistan province;

14. Shiraz in Fars province;

15. Tabriz in East Azerbaijan province;

16. Tehran in Tehran province (in Khavaran and Behesht Zahra cemetery);
17. Urumieh in West Azerbaijan province;

18. Zanjan in Zanjan province.

In investigating the exclusion of victims from publicly available burial records, AmneBtternational

obtained the pictures 0f377 individual gravestones that the organization was told were located in Behesht
Zahra cemetery in Tehran and belonged to victims of the mass prisoner killings of 1988, and searched the
names and other details insched on each grave in the online burial registers of the Organization of Behesht
Zahra. The pictures came from two sources. Iraj Mesdaghi reproduced the pictures3g®R individual
gravestones in his book Dance of the Phoenixes and Song of the Ash. Anothewivor of the mass killings in
Gohardasht prison, Mahmoud Royayee, provided Amnesty International wi0 pictures of gravestones, of
whichonlysixwerenotqdognct bdc hm Hq i Ldrc fgh-r annj -

For corroboration purposes, Amnesty International searchélte names inscribed on the gravestones in one
or more of the following sources: the lists of victims complied by ti@mmittee for the Defence of Human
Rights in Iran on the one hand, and the PMOI, on the other, and the database of such victims produceg b
the Abdorrahman Boroumand Center. Based on this research, the organization excludgtiof the pictures

of the graves from the scope of its work as the names inscribed on them were not found in any of the three
sources.

In investigating the secret and exrajudicial nature of proceedings that led to the execution of prisoners and
tracing the denial and misinformation that Iranian authorities promoted about the killingsif88, Amnesty
International analysed an audio recording of a higlevel official meeting that took plae in August 1988
between then Beputy Supreme Leader Hossein Ali Montazeri and the officials responsible for the mass

jhkkhmfr hm Sdgg m- Sgd “~tchn qdbngchmf v r otakhrgdec

Montazerir hm @t ftrs 1/ 05- Sgd nqf mhy shnm “krn nas’
prime minister, Mir Hossein Mousavi, gave to the Austrian national public service broadcaster, ORF, in
December 1988 about the mass killings.

2.2.ACOMMUNICATIONRANAN AUTHORITIES

Despite repeated requests by Amnesty International for access to Iran, the authorities have barred the
organization from carrying out research in the country since 1979. Other independent human rights
monitoring groups have faced sintr obstacles.

Amnesty International sent a letter to the head of the judiciary, Sadegh Larijani, about the subject matter of
this report on 19 October 2018, providing a summary of its findings and conclusions and inviting comments
and clarifications. The letter asked aeries of specific questions seeking information or clarification about a
number of issues including: any investigations conducted by the Iranian authorities into the enforced
disappearances and extrajudicial executions of 1988; the number of prisoners exéed during the period
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July-September 1988; the measures, if any, taken by the authorities to disclose the fate of the victims,
including the causes and circumstances of their killings; the measures, if any, taken by the authorities to
address the failureto provide families with death certificates including accurate and complete information
about the date, location and cause of death; the omission of the names of most victims from official burial
records; and the steps, if any, taken by the authorities tfficially and publicly disclose information on the
location of all individual and mass graves containing the remains of the victims and to stop the destruction
and damaging of these sites. Copies were also sent to the Permanent Mission of the IslamicuRép of Iran
in Geneva and the Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Kingdom.

On the same date, Amnesty International sent two separate letters to the Natio@edanization for Civil
Registration and the Organization of Behesht Zahma Tehran, asking for information about issues related to
death and burial records and registréon systems in Iran.

At the time of publication on 4 December 2018, Amnesty International had received no response from the
Iranian authorities.
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insightful memoirs, informative interviews, commemorative gatherings and brave demonstrations. They have
shown great perseverance in the face of the prevailing impunity and recurring episodes of violence and
trauma.

Special thanks go to Justice foiran for sharing their time, expertise and resources with Amnesty
International. By providing Amnesty International with the testimonies, photographs, video materials and
satellite images that they had gathered over the years, they enabled the organizetioreach a wider pool of
witnesses and build a more national and geographically diverse picture. They also spared no effort in
assisting Amnesty International with connecting it to witnesses and provided valuable input and technical
support. Their suppot was also crucial for developing a detailed and comprehensive analysis of the situation
of mass graves across the country.

Amnesty International also wishes to express its appreciation to Bidaran, a group which has published a vast
body of literature onthe gross human rights violations of the 1980s, including on the mass executions of
1988, and the struggle of survivors and families for truth, justice and reparation. With their support, Amnesty
International was able to promptly connect with and interwieseveral survivors whom the organization would
not have been able to access otherwise. Amnesty International similarly acknowledges the generous support
it has received from the Iran Research and Documentation Archives in Berlin, Germany (Archiv fur
Forschung und Dokumentation Iran- Berlin), which holds a wide collection of newspapers and magazines;
Amnesty International conducted its historic newspaper research there in September 2018 and was given
24-hour access free of charge.

Amnesty International isalso grateful to the Abdorrahman Boroumand Center for its remarkable database,
Omid Memorial, and for its ongoing collaboration with Amnesty International to document cases of
executions carried out by the Iranian authorities and record related statistics
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3. BACKGROUND

®Durobjection is thatiminals should not be tried. The
rgnt kc ad jhkkdc-

Qntgnkk > g Jgnldhmh+ Hg m-r®ehqgrs Rtoqdld Kd'c

3.1PREREVOLUTION REPRESSION

For half a century, Amnesty International has been documenting serious human rights violations in Iran,
both during the reign of the Shah and after the revolution of 1979 that led to the establishment of the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

Under Mohammad Reza $ah, who ruled Iran from 1941 to 1979, the violations included severe restrictions
on freedom of expression and associaticharbitrary arrest and detentions carried out by the National
Intelligence and Security Organization (SAVAR)systematic tortureand other iltreatment; and unfair trials
before military tribunals leading to harsh prison sentencé$.Those imprisoned included political dissidents
adhering to Marxist or Islamist ideologies, dissident clerics, lawyers, writers, theatre directorsyensity
teachers, student activists and members of ethnic minority groups seeking a degree of autondfiyhe

death penalty was used against political opponents: between 1972 and 1976, Amnesty International
reported the executions of more than 300 people®lowing unfair trials before military tribunals

In the two years prior to the 1979 revolutiorthe Shah introduced a number of human rights reforms. These
involved, among other things, a reduction in tortur¥, political imprisonment® and executions.Despite these
reforms, political oppression and other social ills, including corruption, inefficiency and structural inequality,
persisted and it was in this context that mass demonstrations erupted in September 1978. This was followed
by nationwide indugrial action and a general strike in December 1978, which brought the economy to a halt.

The Shah left the country on 16 January 1979. On 1 February, Rouhollah Khomeini returned to Iran from

exile as the leader of the revolution and appointed a provisidmvernment. In March 1979, Iran was

declared an Islamic Republic following a referendum where people were asked to say yes or no to changing

sgd I nm gbgx sn ® m Hrk | hb Qdotakhb+ sgd bnmrshstshnm n

8 Amnesty InternationalLaw and human rights in the Islamic Republic of Irafindex; MDE 13/003/1980), p. 42.

® Amnesty International Briefing: Iran (Index: MDE 13/001/1976), p. 10.

YR@U@J v'r engldc hm 0846 ®eng sgd otqgqonrdr ne rdbtghsxpublie sgd
hmsdgdrsr - Sgd gd ¢ ne R@U@J v r “~oonhmsdc ax sgd Rg g ~mc vh
@ mdr sx Hms d g mAnsubal Reporkl977(®dex; PGh 10/006/1977), pp. 296-297; Amnesty International Briefing: Iran

(Index: MDE 13/001/1976).

2 Amnesty International Briefing: Iran (Index: MDE 13/001/1976), p. 6.

3 Amnesty International Briefing: Iran (Index: MDE 13/001/1976), p. 9.

4 Amnesty International Annual report 1978(Index: POL 10/001/1978 p. 257; Amnesty International Annual report 1979 (Index: POL
10/001/1979), p. 156.

5 Amnesty International Annual report 1978(Index: POL10/001/1978( + o- 145- Ax sgd shld ne sgd Rg g-r cdo g
most political dissidents known to Amnesty International had already been released. The few remaining were freed when Priimistit

Mehdi Bazarghan, appointed by Rouhollah Khomeiniook office early in February 1979. See Amnesty Internation&lnnual report 1979

(Index: POL 10/001/1979, p. 156.
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https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/document/?indexNumber=pol10%2F006%2F1977&language=en
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/001/1976/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/001/1976/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/001/1976/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/001/1978/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/001/1979/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/001/1979/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/001/1978/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/001/1979/en/

3.2POSREVOLUTREYRESSION

®T'he revolutionary courts were born out of the ang
Iranian people... There is no room in revolutionary
defence lawyers because they keep quoting laws t

time, and thistriesthe s hd mbd ne sg
Rg - qh-" i tkwai®d R cdfg Jg°

During the first postrevolution decade, the already dire situation of human rights degenerated into a-full

blown human rights catastrophe. The new authorities arbitrarily imprisoned, systematically tortured and

summarily executed thousands of political dissidents who had been involved in the revolution. This was done

to consolidate their grip on power and brutly crush leaders, members and supporters of political

organizations and groups which opposed theocracy and advocated alternative political visions for-post

revolutionary Iran, including secular democracy, communism, socialism and, in the case of ethnic or

national minorities, a degree of regional autonomdyA" g~ - hr " mc I dvr vdgd ~krn "I nmf s
usually on spurious charges of espionadé.

The deadly crackdown started immediately after the overthrow of the Shah. On the order of Suprémeader,

Rouhollah Khomeini, Revolutionary Courts were set up in most cities across the country. These courts, which

vdgd ogqdrhcdc nudqgq ax Rg’  lkakemd i papdgidted by therBapreme hm Odqgr h™ m °
Leadervdqd dwodbsdc 8m  q#&k F tFdndaméngabfair trid guarhntees, which

RouhollahJ gnl dhmh c¢cdrbghadc “"r ° gdekdbshnm ne sgd ®Vdrsdgm r
disregarded?®

Hm sgd enkknvhmf I nmsgr+ gt mgdudekt ln minmgljardseedandt r ~ ¢ n mr hcd
rtll > ghkx dwdbtsdc " esdg ek fg mskx tme hg ®sqgh > kr~ sg’ s
summary that they cannot be considered to constitute judicial proceedingsThe victims included

individuals with real or grceived affiliation with the overthrown system; members of Kurdish, Turkmen and

Ahwazi Arab minorities seeking a degree of autonomy; sex workers; and people accused of dretged

needmbdr ~mc rdwt  k ®needmPdralsweretftbngheldoncarmetat k sdgx ~ mc rncn
Defendants were not given access to a lawyer. They were not informed of specific accusations against them.

They were not provided with any opportunity to adequately defend themselves; often, the only defence

facility offered to themwas to write a defence speech for the court on a piece of paper to charges which

were not often known until just before trial. There was generally no possibility of appeal and no effective

presumption that defendants werénnocent until proved guilty Exeaitions followed soon after death

sentences had been passed®

In August 1979, armed conflict broke out between the Revolutionary Guards (a parallel armed force to the

army established after the 1979 revolution oRouhollahd g nl d hmh - r n q c ytaskof juardings gd oqghl "~ q
the Islamic Republic) and armed Kurdish parties and groups seeking a degree of secular autonomy,

particularly the Kurdish Democratic Party of Iran (KDPI) and the Marxist grqugomala?* This followed

months of fruitless negotiations, popular unrest and deadly armed skirmishes in various Kurdish citfes.

16 Amnesty InternationalLaw and human rights in the Islamic Rephlic of Iran (Index; MDE 13/003/1980), p. 52.

7 Amnesty International/ran: Violations of human rights 19871990 (Index: MDE 13/021/1990), p. 5.

8 Amnesty International Annual report 1981 (Index;: POL 10/0001/1987), p. 355.

19 Amnesty InternationallLaw and human rights in the Islamic Repulit of Iran (Index: MDE 13/003/1980), p. 42.

2 Amnesty InternationallLaw and human rights in the Islamic Republic of Irafindex;: MDE 13/003/1980), p. 42.

2@ mdr sx Hmsad gudrshknmms€dg® shnm  k rddjr sn rdmc | hrr h(mdexDE Hg  m hm deengs
13/13/81).

2 Amnesty International Annual report 1980 (Index; POL 10/0003/1980, p. 329; Amnesty InternationalLaw and human rights in the

Islamic Republic of Iran(Index: MDE 13/003/1980).

2 Amnesty InternationallLaw and human rights in the Islamic Republic of Irafindex: MDE 13/003/1980), pp. 40-43.

2 Amnesty International/ran: Human rights abuses against the Kurdish minoritffndex: MDE 13/088/2008), p. 4.

% Jran Human Rights Documentation Centre gd Hr k> 1 hb Qdot ak hb - r , Septethbet 2011 jwww.iramhelc.oddivig c r hm 086 8
content/uploads/reports_en/Haunted_Memories_266599093.pdf
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https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/0001/1981/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/003/1980/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/003/1980/en/
https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/174
https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/174
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/0003/1980/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/003/1980/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/003/1980/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/088/2008/en/
http://www.iranhrdc.org/wp-content/uploads/reports_en/Haunted_Memories_266599093.pdf
http://www.iranhrdc.org/wp-content/uploads/reports_en/Haunted_Memories_266599093.pdf

On 17 August 1979,RouhollahKhomeini issued a fatwdreligious order), ordering armed forces to advance
®vhsg b’ mnmr dsihe Kusdismtpwn of Pavehvn'Kgrmanshah province, western Iran, to defeat
Kurdish fighters who had taken control of the cit§f. A brutal military crackdown was subsequently waged to
crush Kurdish opposition groups and establish full control over the Klish regions. Scores of Kurdish

villages and towns were destroyed, and around 10,000 Kurdish men, women and children were reported to
have been killed?”

@ sgd r I'd shld+ Qntgnkk g Jgnldhmh “rrhfmdc Rg qgh-" it
cities and order the summary execution oftheob * k k dq d @ h ks 8 h n #iDogens of Kualidhk r ~ -

people, including children, were subsequently executed by firing squad after summary trials before Sadegh

Jg kjg kh+ vgn bnmuhbsdcestdeddlarsn e Rb n@dmiss dFmm™ h mhmw ™ qgsg '
(moharebeh) in connection with their real or perceived support of Kurdish opposition groups. Generally, the

entire process of arrest, investigation, prosecution, sentencing and implementation was completed in a

single day and sometimes in a matteof hours?® Families were not notified of the executions in advance.

Many were led to believe that their loved ones would be released, only to discover that they had been

executed. In many cases, families were forced to search through piles of corpsesdenitify their loved ones.

Some were never able to recover the bodies of their relativ@s.

_— —

The execution scene of nine men at Sanandaj Airport in Kurdistan province on 27ofagraph®a9.takenpby Jahangir Razmi and won
Prize in 1980. © Jahangir Razmi/Magnum Photos

Hm sgd b ohs k+ Sdgg m+ sgd gdogqdrrhnm "~ krn ghs sgd bntm
authorities as a subversive institution. On 10 June 198he Council of the Islamic Revolution (which was

established byRouhollahKhomeini in January 1979 and operated as an executive and legislative body until

its dissolution in July 1980) adopted the Law on Purging and Cleansing the Bar Association, which stipulated

the establishment of a commission to carry out the purge. Whileet commission was never formed, its

envisioned responsibilities were subsequently taken up by the Revolutionary Courts, which disbarred at least

®Keyhant  ®HI 19 Sgd “glx Iltrs “cu mbd snv gcr O udg vhsg b mmnmr "~ mc s mj +
27 Amnesty International/ran: Human rights abuses against the Kurdish minoritffndex: MDE 13/088/2008), p. 5.

2 Amnesty InternationalLaw and human rights in the Islamic Republic of Irafindex: MDE 13/003/1980), pp. 191-19.

2 Amnesty InternationalLaw and human rights in the Islamic Republic of IranAppendix C (Index:MDE 13/003/1980), pp. 191-194; Iran

Human Rights Documentation CentreSgd Hr k° | hb Qdot akhb- r , Septethbet 201l vwwr.iranirelc.odyiwpg ¢ r hm 08638
content/uploads/reports_en/Haunted_Memories_266599093.pdBee alsoTime, 100Photoss ®Ehghmf Rpt ¢ hm Hq m+ |~ g mf hgq
www.100photos.time.com/phabs/jahangirrazmifiring-squad-in-iran

% Jran Human Rights Documentation Centre gd Hr k> 1 hb Qdot ak hb - r , Septethbet 2011 jwww.irarhrec.oly/tvg c r hm 086 8
content/uploads/reports_en/Haunted_Memories_266599093.pdf
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030 k- vxdgr a'rdc nm u ftd onkhshQbUukkf §bom - ghnmhcdgksfbd
belief rtbg “r A g -hrl + Yhnmhr¥ + Bnlltmhrl “mc hlodgh  khrl

The authorities arrested, tortured and imprisoned in 198Gour members of the Board of Directors of the Bar

Association®? Most other members of the Board fled the country, and the activities ofelBar Association

effectively ended for the next four years. The Bar Associationmeo d mdc hm 0873 “~esdq Hg m-r R
Judicial Councit® appointed a lawyer who had only two years of work experience and was a member of the

Guardian Council (a 12member body consisting of lawyers and Islamic jurists appointed by the Supreme

Leader and the head of the judiciary te amongst other things- supervise laws forlhe compliance with the

R g ° qab its Sypervisof*

Sociopolitical publications and political organizations and groups that had been involved in the revolution

faced a rapidly shrinking space in which to operate. As early as August 197Be prosecution authorities

nqcdgdc sgd bknrtqd ne 22 otakhb® dHhrkmrd hrbm dDgdnsfdgmst- mcSrg ds o
included both independent publications and the magazines of different political groups and organizatiéns.

On8April1981,sgd bnt msgx-r bghde oqnrdbtsng+ @kh Fgncntrh+ cdb
held without a permit from the ministry of interior illegal and made the permission of the ministry of Islamic

guidance mandatory for publishing newspapers and ogh print materials. The statement also ordered that all

political groups who had used arms in the leadp to the revolution immediately relinquish their weapons

and warned that any group that failed to comply would be declared illegéliThis statement wadssued in

line with a resolution that had been secretly adopted by government officials and prosecution authorities
followingtwohighk dudk | ddshmfr nm 18 "mc 20 | mt gx 0870- Sgd qdi
members of organizations [clasified as actively hostile] shall be arrested, prosecuted and sentenced to the

ultimate punishment [the death penalty] and even all the sympathizers who are arrested while selling

newspapers, distributing pamphlets or engaging in another activity in favafrsuch groups shall be arrested

"mc ot mhrgdc enq s¢d otgqonrd ne fthc mbd-"—

These moves set the stage for a widespread crackdown that was subsequently waged against various
political opposition groups, including people who had not resorted to or adveed the use of violence and
who were regarded as guilty merely by associatiéh.

Officials working with Revolutionary Guards and provisional law enforcement forces known as Revolutionary
Komitehs® arbitrarily arrested and detained hundreds of politicalissidents affiliated with different

% Mohammad H. Nayyerilranian Bar Associations: Struggle for Independenc&an Human Rights Documentation Centre, November
2012, p. 6, www.iranhrdc.org/wpcontent/uploads/pdf en/LegalCom/IraniaBar-Associations.pdf MohammadL dgch G  rr > mh+ ®Sgd
ghrsngx ne sgd hmcdodmcdmbd ne waw.hbitly/2IEBGQINEWS Sdoyamr® Nigm kH gg hm s+ qOx6 nlet ksxg dl /a0 1g+

association from the beginning till now; an interview by Aida Ghgja vhsg @acnkj "~ qhl K ghcih + 6 Itmd 1/01+

www.news.gooya.com/politics/archives/2012/06/141978.ph(See alsoEttelaatt ®Sgd khbdmbd ne 21 A g -h k> vxdqgqr v r

September1983, p. 13; Jomhourilslam+ ®Sgd Qdunkt shnm gx Bntgs ne L qj y qdunjdc sgd khbdmb:
d

Jomhouri Islam+ ®Sgd khbdmbdr ne 21 “fdmsr ne hmsdgm shnm k Yhnmhr!| vdqgd gdunj
32 Amnesty International Annual report 1983 (Index: POL 10/0001/1983, p. 306.

¥Hq m-r Rtoqdld Itchbh "k Bntmbhk v r drs akhrgdc hm O08thdHeadof sgd bnt msqgx-r
sgd Rtogdld Bntgs+ sgd bntmsqgx-r Ogqnrdbtsng Fdmdg k "~ msthesggdd itcfdr- Sgc
highest judicial authority in 1989 following a series of constitutional amendments. See Article 158 of the Ctutstin prior to its amendment

in 1989, www.rc.majlis.ir/fa/content/iran_constitution

3 Mohammad H. Nayyerilranian Bar Associations: Struggle for Independencan Human Rights Documentation Centre, November

2012, www.iranhrdc.org/wpcontent/uploads/pdf en/LegalCom/IraniaBar-Associations.pdf p. 6; MohammadL dgch G  rr > mh+ ®Sgd
ghrsngx ne sgd hmcdodmcdmbd ne wawbily/2lEBG@fb Mdsvhrn nfrn nhxm +H g® Nng ~ + 0géh ristnkgxx 1In/e0 1s+g d
from the beginning till now; an interview by Aida Ghajarh s g @acnkj "ghl K ghcih + 6 Itmd 1/ 01+
www.nhews.gooya.com/politics/archives/2012/06/141978.php

% See, for exampleEttelaar ®00 | ngd ot akhb > shnmr 79,d0.rtrodmcdc + 10 @t ftrs 08

%¥Sgd etkk sdws ne sgd rs sdldms hr ° u’ hk The lnstitute of hu@anitids and gukuraRg > j nt gh+ ®O" gs t
studies www.ensani.ir/file/download/article/2010092909451-A56.pdf, pp. 507-508.

3"The full text of the resolution is available &ar Magazine No. 112, 3 June 1981, www.iran

archive.com/sites/default/files/sanad/fadaiian_aghallilér_agh_112.pdf p. 8, para. 6.

Onkhshb k nqgf > mhy shnmr " mckkgghoshkd shmbdiRtdctHdkdrspgdhdtqchr ® Bdhobdg shb (
the Organization of Struggle for the Emancipation of the Working Class (Peykar); the Minority faction of the Organizatibgof mh > m Odnokd - r

E'c  -h Ftdgghkklrrmh' @p OGdhn'osk(d:- r* nec csgch Ftdgghkk r ' @ gqg e Cdgfg mh fqgnto(-
bk rrhehdc “r ®onsdmsh  kkx gnrshkd™ hmbktcdc9 sgd OdnQasskFreedonhni “~gdchm Nqgf °
Fighters (Ramandegan); the Organization of the Vanguard Fighters of the Oppressed (Arrgaklostazafin); and the Organization of

Revolutionary Workersinlran(Rad J " gqf "q(- Onkhshb>k nqgf > mhy shnmr "~ mc fgntor sg s vdqgd bl
sysdl ats mns btggdmskx hmsdms nm nudgsggnvhmf hs sgqgnt f ganizaidndc | d° mr~ hmb
ne Hg mh ™ m Odnokd-r E ¢ -h Ftdgghkk r " @jr " qgh” s (: anglghhey&Mellint gqdgr - O  gsx ne
3 Amnesty International Annual report 1981 (Index: POL 10/0001/1987), p. 357.

% Revolutionary Komitehs were composed of people with no previous experience of law enforcement. They assumed de facto jtinadic

nudg ° knb k “gqgd° + dwdgbhrdc rdbtghsx etmbshnmr+ g mctsegdfthg nvm cdsd
Hr k> I hb gdunktshnm "~ mc ®e | hkh  ghyhmf Magypeoplewht keresatnested byrévelgionang d h g qd
forces were handed over to Komitehs for interrogation. For more information see Amnesty Internatidreav and human rights in the

Islamic Republic of Iran(Index: MDE 13/003/1980).
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opposition groups. Public outcries over torture in prisons increasétMembers of the Revolutionary Guards
and Revolutionary Komitehs also increasingly carried out violent attacks on those selling and distributing
dissident publications#

Sgd bg bjcnvm gd  bgdc gngqhehb od’j hm k>sd |
Organization of Iran (PMOI), called for street protests all over Iran on 20 June 1981, which turned violent.
Members of the Revéutionary Guards and Revolutionary Komitehs attacked the demonstrators. Scores of
people were killed in street clashes and thousands were arrested during the protests and in the following
days, weeks and months. Many of them were targeted merely for paip@&Eting peacefully in the protests or
possessing PMOiwritten materials??

Thrdd ¢ xr esdq sgd ogqnsdrsr+ Sdgg m-r oqnrdbtsngq
executed® The next day, the daily newspapeEtelaat published the pictures of 12 young women who had
addm dwdbtsdc knmf vhsg ° rs sdldms eqnl sgd
families to present themselves to Evin prison to collect their bodies
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In response, the PMOI ledership resorted to armed violence, including targeted assassinations. Many
government officials were assassinated.On 28 June 1981, a bomb exploded in the headquarters of the
Islamic Republican Party, killing 74 senior officials including member of tteipreme judicial council and

head of the supreme court, Mohammad Beheshti, 10 ministers and deputy ministers, and 20 members of
parliament* Two months later, on 30 August, a bomb exploded in the office of Prime Minister Mohammad
Javad Bahonar, killing hin, President MohammadAli Rajai and six other mert® In an interview in 1983 and

in response to a question on whether the PMOI accepted responsibility for the attack carried out against the

headquarters of the Islamic Republican Party, PMOI leader Masoud Rajaxds quoted as sayingpVvVd g ud

neither acceptedresponsibility nor denied it. However, we consider the attack a legitimate and necessary
gdronmrd eqnl ntg sngstqgd4 m shnm sn sgd a bjv gc

In retaliation, the authorities unleashed a reign of terror, including a sharp rise in executidh&etween
June and December 1981, several thousand people were executed either without trial or following flagrantly
tme hg ®sqgh kr~ sg s k> rsdc nmkx edv |

“ Amnesty International Annual report 1981 (Index: POL 10/0001/1981), p. 356.

41 Justice for Iran,Crime and Impunity: Sexual Torture of Women in Islamic Republic Prisori2012, www.justice4ian.org/wp
content/uploads/2013/10/crime_and_impunity.pdfp. 31.

“2 Amnesty International Annual report 1982 (Index: POL 10/0004/1982, pp. 323-324.

“ Abdorrahman Boroumand CenterThe Massacre of Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988, report of an inqujry8 April 2011,
www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/thenassacreof-politicalprisonersin-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry, pp. 23-24.

“ Amnesty International Annual report 1982 (Index: POL 10/0004/1982), p. 323.

% Sandra Mackey,The Iranians: Persia, Islam and the soul of a natigiPenguin, 1998), p. 304.

% Sandra Mackey,The Iranians: Persialslam and the soul of a natior(Penguin, 1998), p. 305.

“"Mojahedt sgd Otakhb shnm ne sgd Odnokd-r Lni gdchm Nqf mhy shnm ne
Lni "gdc Agnsgdg+ L rntc Qi wH + Mtladg 061+ 5 Nbsnadg 0872+
“ Amnesty International Annual report 1982 (Index: POL 10/0004/1982), p. 323.
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considered to constitute judicial procedings#® Defendants were not informed of any specific accusations
against them, were denied access to a lawyer, and were granted no possibility of app&&lome were
akhmcenkcdc et ghe authoriseg aftbnglid ®sagriounse the executienn advance; families
learned about the fate of their loved ones through newspapers and the radio.

Most of those killed were targeted for real or perceived affiliation with the PMOI. However, hundreds of
individuals affiliated with Kurdish opposition grugs and leftist and other political organizations/ere also
among the victims®?

Among the thousands of individuals executed many had been involved in violent opposition to the Islamic

Republic system. However, there were also many others who had never digg advocated violence. They

had been primarily arrested because of peaceful political or religious activities such as distributing

mdvro odgqr "mc kd ekdsr+ s jhmf o qs hm cdlnmrsq’ shnmr +
cases just be@use they were associated with people actively opposed to the syst&m.

Hundreds of those executed were children who had been caught up in the turmoil of the pastvolutionary

period > One of them was 13yearold Fatemeh Mesbah, an apparent PMOI sympaitter, who was arrested

in a demonstration in Tehran orl6 September 1981 andshot dead by a firing squad four days laté¥. On

20 September 1981, Assadollah Lajevardi, the prosecutor of Tehramas reported to state ®Dudm he ~ 01
yearold is found partico * shmf hm "~ m "~ qldc cdlnmrsq shnm¥ gd vhkk ad r

Sgntr " mcr vdgd “krn rdmsdmbdc sn kdmfsgx oqhrnm rdmsdmbd
Revolutionary Tribunal$? A substantial number of them were prisoners of conscience, imprisoned solely

because of their nonviolent political or religious activitie¥ In some cases,many were systematically

tortured to recant their political ideology and announce their repenta@on TV2° A large number of these

prisoners remained in prison until the enforced disappearance and extrajudicial execution of thousands of

prisoners in JulySeptember 1988, which is the subject of this report.

From 1982 onwards, the net of repression wened to cover members and supporters of the communist
Tudeh Party and theseculark d eshrs L i nghsx e  bshnm ne sgd Nqgf mhy shnm
political organizations that had up until then largely supported the policies of the Isi@ Republic

On 15 April 1982, the prosecution authorities raided the publishing house of the Tudeh Party and arrested
several people? On 6 February 1983, more than 50 leading Tudeh Party members were arrested and
accused of espionagdor the SovietUnion.®? On 27 April 1983, a further 170 members and supporters of
the party in Tehran and over 500 others in the provinces were arrest&dOn 10 May 1983, Mohsen Rezai,

the head of the Revolutionary Guardseportedlyr * hc+ ®Vd =~ qd h nhemrheystillayex sn dwdbt s
ltbg sn bnmedrr+ ats ax sgdhqg bnmedr r®Thensamesngnthx g  ud r hfm
sgd " tsgnghshdr adf m agn c¢cb rshmf ° -proflegrentbersofe sdkduhr dc

the Tudeh Party5®

“ Amnesty Internationaljran: Violations of human rights 19871990 (Index: MDE 13/021/1990), p. 31; Amnesty International Annual

report 1982 (Index: POL 10/0004/1982), p. 324.

%0 Amnesty International, Annual report 1982 (Index: POL 10/0004/1989), pp. 323-324.

! Special Representative of the Commission on Human Rightsterim report on the situation of human rightén the Islamic Republic of

Iran, 13 October 1988, UN Doc.A/43/705, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/43/7Qfara. 17.

%2 Amnesty International Annual report 1982 (Index: POL 10/0004/1982), pp. 323-324. The Abdorrahman Boroumand Center has

documented the cases of at least 3,622 individuals who wesxecuted between 20 June and 31 December 1981, including 279 who were

under the age of 18 at the time of their execution.

% Amnesty Internationallran: Violations of human rights 19871990 (Index: MDE 13/021/1990), p. 37;

5 Amnesty International Annual report 1982 (Index: POL 10/0004/1982, p. 324.

%5 Amnesty International Annual report 1982 (Index: POL 10/0004/1982, p. 324.

% Amnesty International Annual report 1982 (Index: POL 10/0004/1982), p. 324.

57 Amnesty Intenational, Iran: Violations of human rights 19871990 (Index: MDE 13/021/1990), p. 31.

% Amnesty International Annual report 1984 (Index: POL 10/0004/1984), p. 335.

% Amnesty Internationallran: Violations of human rights 19871990 (Index: MDE 13/021/1990), p. 37.

% Ervand Abrahamian,Tortured Confessions: Prisons and Public Recantations in Modern Irniversity of California Press, 1999), p. 150;

Peyman Vahabzadeh® EGa#H &-BIS@K P Eneyclopaedia Iranicay December 2015, www.iranicaonline.org/articles/fadaiag-khalg

B Hq i Ldrc fgh+ ®Sgd daar "~ mc eknvr n28Febgaly28®cdg o gqgsx hm sgd 087/ r + AAE
www.bbc.com/persian/iran/2012/02/120222_110_mesdaghi_toudeh_party Gnrr dhm J unr gh+ ®Sgd bnmctbs ~mc bnkk"
as narrated by theHr k 1 hb Qdunkt s h n Warikd franit14 Manch 201 1Bndvm.bitdyP AuFu3yU

22Hq i Ldrc fgh+ ®Sgd daar "mc eknvr ne sgd Stcdg o gsx hm sgd 087/ r  + AAE
www.bbc.com/persian/iran/2012/02/120222_110_mesdaghi_toudeh_partenr r dhm J  unr gh+ ®Sgd bnmctbs “~mc bnkk ™ or
r miggqg sdc ax sgd Hr k| hbarik] tanini4 Masch 2001, ww.bittyf28ufs3” Bd ms qd ~— +

SGnrrdhm J unrgh+ ®Sged bmgrctShcdgm®O mekk “"ordn”  gqq sdc ax sgd Hrk |l hb Qdunkt
2011, www.bit.ly/2AuFu3u

5 Amnesty International Annual Report 1984(Index: POL 10/0004/1984), p. 334.

% Ervand Abrahamian,Tortured Confessions: Prisons and Public Recantations in Modern Irniversity of California Press, 1999), pp.

177-198.
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In February 1984, it was officially announced that 10 leading members of the military wing of the Tudeh

Party had been executed, and that 87 others had received prison sentences of between several months and

life imprisonment. The charges of those executedwed gqdongsdc sn hmbktcd drohnm" f
“glr "mc "l ltmhshnm  ~mc ®rsnqghmf s gd®% Doznsoftpeopie qnms sg
arrested in connection with their support for th&udeh Party remained in prison until the enforag

disappearance and extrajudicial execution of thousands of prisoners in J8gptember 1988. Some of them

had vocally denied that they had spied for a foreign power and conspired to overthrow the Islamic Republic

systemand said that they were subjectedd torture and other iHtreatment to make videerecorded

®bnmedfr hnmr

d+
d H

Another wave of mass arrests took place in 1985 and 1986, targeting hundreds of members and supporters

ne sgd L inghsx e bshnm ne sgd NapfSenlayleftistpaititcal ne Hqg ™ mh™ m O
organization Many of them remained in prison until the enforced disappearance and extrajudicial execution

of thousands of prisoners in JuhBeptember 1988

The political situation in Iran remained highlyepressive throughout the 1980s. The authorities outlawed any
remaining political groups not affiliated with the state. Hundreds of individuals affiliated with various political
opposition groups were executed every year after summary or arbitrary legalgeedings or, in some
instances, after noneé®® Some were executed after being sentenced to relatively short terms of imprisonment
when both the prisoner and the family had been led to believe that release was imminent. Families were
generally not informeduntil after the executions’® Thousands more were imprisoned because of the

peaceful exercise of their conscientiously held political or religious beliefs or simply because of their
relationship with people who had been politically activé.In some casesrelatives were imprisoned as
hostages when a suspect could not be found.

For political dissidents imprisoned in Iran during the 1980s, stress and uncertainty were constant pressures.

Torture and other illtreatment could occur at any time, including #er arrest, during investigations and

afterwards in prison. It was inflicted on individuals held for politically motivated reasons not only for

extracting information about political activities, names and addresses of political dissidents and safe houses

but also to break their morale and force them to recant their beliefs and appear on television denouncing

their political views*Oghr nmdqgr - “ssdlosr sn ngf mhyd fqgnt-o “bshuhshd
treatment. This applied not only to collective hunger strikes and other nerolent protests against prison

conditions, but even to organizing a study group or physil exercise’

Most former prisoners interviewed by Amnesty International, who were imprisoned for politically motivated
reasons during the 1980s, have recounted being flogged on the back or the soles of the feet with cables
sometimes for hours at a timePrisoners have described how their legs would be swollen, and their clothing
bloodstained, from the feet up to the thighs as a result of such beatings. Some were unable to walk at all
when the beating ended and had to drag themselves back to their cediong the floor’® Other methods of
torture included kicking, punching, suspension for long periods by the arms or wrists, burnings with
cigarettes, irons and electricity, being made to stand without moving for hours or days at a time, being hosed
with water, having the heads heldunder water, being deprived ofood and water, and being kept blindfolded
for hours or days at a time so that they became disoriented and blindfold&dVarious forms of sexual abuse,

% Amnesty International Annual Report 1985(Index: POL 10/002/1985), p. 310.

7 Special Representative of the Commission on Human RighRBeport on the situation of human rights in Iranl2 February 1990, UN Doc.
E/CN.4/1990/24,www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1990/p4ra. 143.

% Ervand Abrahamian,Tortured Confessions: Prisons and Public Recantations in Modern Irniversity of Califania Press, 1999), pp.
209-228.

% Amnesty International Annual report 1981 (Index: POL 10/0001/1987), p. 355; Amnesty International Annual report 1982 (Index: POL
10/0004/1982), pp. 323-324; Amnesty International Annual report 1983 (Index: POL 10/0001/1983, pp. 304-305; Amnesty International,
Annual report 1984 (Index: POL 10/0004/1984, pp. 332-334; Amnesty International Annual report 1985(Index: POL 10/002/1985), pp.
309-310; Amnesty International Annual report 1986 (Index: POL 10/0003/1986), pp. 327; Amnesty International Annual report 1987
(Index: POL 10/0002/1987%), p. 340.

© Amnesty International Annual report 1985 (Index: POL 10/002/1985, pp. 309-310.

> Amnesty International Annual report 1983(Index: POL 10/0001/1983, pp. 309; Amnesty International, Annual report 1984 (Index: POL
10/0004/1984), pp. 332-335; Amnesty International Annual report 1985 (Index: POL 10/002/19895), p. 310.

2 Amnesty International Annual report 1985 (Index: POL 10/002/1985), p. 310.

s Amnesy International,Iran: File on torture(Newsletter, 31 March 1985),www.iranrights.org/library/document/105/iradfile-on-torture-
1985; Amnesty International Annual report 1987 (Index: POL 10/0002/1987), p. 343.

7 Amnesty Internationalran: Imprisonment, torture and execution of political opponen{éndex: MDE 13/001/92, p. 6.

> Amnesty Internationalran: Imprisonment, torture and execution of political opponen{éndex: MDE 13/001/92, p. 6.

s Amnesty International Annual report 1982 (Index: POL 10/0004/1982), p. 325; Amnesty International,Annual report 1983(Index: POL
10/0001/1983), pp. 305-306; Amnesty International Annual Report 1984(Index: POL 10/0004/1984), p. 334; Amnesty International,
Annual report 1985(Index: POL 10/002/1989, p. 311; Annual report 1986 (Index: POL 10/0003/1986), pp. 328-329; and Amnesty
International, Annual report 1987 (Index: POL 10/0002/1987), pp. 342-343; Amnesty Internationallran: File on torture(Newsletter, 31
March 1985), /www.iranrights.org/library/document/105/iratfile-on-torture-1985
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including rape of both men and women prisonetswere also reported to Amnesty Internationdl.In many
cases, physical torture was accompanied by mental torture including mock executions, threats to arrest or
execute relatives, or being forced to watch the execution of other prisonét

3.3IRANRAQ WAR

The war with Irag was a dominant political factor in Iran throughout the 1980s. The conflict began in
September 198Q and by 1987, both sides had suffered heavy casualties. On 20 July 1987 the UN Security
Council adopted resolution 598 calling for a cea$iee, a withdrawal to internationally recognized borders,
and the beginning of peace negotiations. A ceasefire came into effect in August 1988 but thousands of
prisoners of war were still held by both countries in the 199@sthdrawal to internationally reagnized

borders, and the beginning of peace negotiations. A ceasefire came into effect in August 1988 but
thousands of prisones of war were still held by both countries in the 19907°

The state of war had a pervasive influence on Iranian societytire 1980s. The decade was marked by a
lack of progress towards the establishment of institutions and procedures that could have provided citizens
with safeguards of their fundamental human rights. The authorities also used the war to create a climate in
which dissent was not tolerated. Any criticism of state policy, even in fields not directly related to the war,
wasportraye " r ads g  x k-the enssfdghdusadds wihpgdirdgduring the wa¥.

3.4POLITICAL OPPOSITION GROUPS

During the 1979 revoluion, the common goal of overthrowing the Shah united various political parties and
movements, with each hoping that its ideology would prevail in pagvolutionary Iran. Most accepted that
RouhollahKhomeini was mobilizing the masses. A few years lateitrest all found themselves targets of the
system. Some of the key groups, which are referred to in the report and in the witness testimonies, are
highlighted below.

3410DNOKD- R LNI @GDCHM NQF @MHY @S H N

Sgd Odnokd-r Lni gdchm,aéqgKknowmasyMojshbdireniKhaigeé (MBK) anch * OL N H (
Mojahedine Khalq Organization (MKO) was established in the 1960s as a political opposition group that
advocated the overthrow of the Shah through guerrilla strategies. For its ideological framework, the

organization drew both on Islamic principles and Marxisr#?.

The PMOI supported the 1979 revolution and initially accepted the leadershipRbduhollahKhomeini.
However, its relations with the clerical authorities of the Islamic Republic deteriorated friate 1979
onwards after it boycotted the constitutional referendum of December 1979The group had tens of
thousands of members and sympathizers during the 1980s, many of them high school and university
students. In January 1980,RouhollahKhomeini issuel a fatwa stating that those who had not voted in
favour of the Constitution were not qualified to run as presidential candidafésThis effectively forced the
leader of the PMOI, Masoud Rajavi, to withdraw his candidacy for the first presidential elewiof the
Islamic Republic®

The Iranian authorities increasingly resorted to pejorative terms suchmsnafeqin (hypocrites) andnefaq
(hypocrisy and double dealing) to refeto the PMOI and mobilized their supporters to attack PMOI members

7 Amnesty InternationalJran: File on torture(Newsletter, 31 March 1985),www.iranrights.org/library/document/105/iradfile-on-torture-
1985, Amnesty Internationallran: Imprisonment, torture and execution of political opponen{$ndex: MDE 13/001/99, p. 6.

8 Amnesty International Annual report 1986 (Index: POL 10/0003/1986), pp. 328-329.

“BBCPerh " m+ ®Hq m eqddr k  r s httd/gewphic.co.gkH/hifwond/middle “east/3001151.stm 1/ 0 2 +
8 Amnesty Internationallran: Violations of human rights 19871990 (Index: MDE 13/021/1990), pp. 3-4.

81 Khalg in Persian means the people.

82 Nikki R. Keddie,Roots of Revolution: An interpretive history of modern Irgiale University Press, 1981)pp. 237-239; Ervand
Abrahimian, Radical Islam: The Iranian Mojahediri989, p. 88.

8 Ali Ansari,Modern Iran since 1921: The Pahlavis and Afte2003, p. 229.

“Lng I |~ c Q° iThetinhelindlaf the social and political life of Imam Khomeinivww.ensani.ir/storage/Files/20120514173415
9017-84.pdf, p. 12.

®“AAB Odgrh > m+ ® tmd 0870 “r m ggq sdc ax Lni > gdchm + 1/ Itmd 1/00+
www.bbc.com/persian/iran/2011/06/110618_110_30khordad60_mojahedin
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and supporters during their demonstrations and when they distributed their publications, leading to the
death of multiple PMOI supporters.

The crackdown reached an unprecedented scale follving the mass demonstrations that the PMOI called for
on 21 June 1981. In response, the PMOI announced armed struggle against the Islamic Republic and
assassinated many senior officials. Notwithstanding this development, many sympathizers of the organizat
were not armed and did not participate in armed conflict (see section 3.2).

In mid-1981, the PMOI leadership fled the country to France, where they founded the National Council of
Qdr hr s  mbd+ snf ds gegutiondrspgesiddrd, AbihassanBahi-$adis who was s
impeached by parliament in June 1981. In early 1986, after the PMOI leaders were expelled from France,
they based themselves in Iraq and organized an armed force called the National Liberation Army (NLA).
During the Iraniraq war, the NLA launched several armed incursions into Iranian territory from Irag. The last
major offensive was on 25 July 1988, which was subsequently used by the authorities as a pretext to justify
the mass Kkillings of prisoners from late July to September 88. The PMOI calls this armed incursion the
Eternal Light (Forougke Javidan) Operationwhile the Iranian authorities generally refer to the incident as
sgd Ldgr ¢ Nodg shnm vghbg v 'r sgd m |l d ne sgd r

3.4.2ADAIYAN

The Organizatiom e Hq ™ mh ~ m OGuardl&sdatse knd&n as Faddiyan Khalg Organization (referred

to hereafter as Fadaiyan), was founded in 1971 and adhered to a Marxistninist ideology. In 1979 and
1980 there were several splits within the organization leadi to the creations of multiple factions.

Fadaiyan played an active role in the 1979 revolutidi following whichtheyf qdv hmsn sgd bntmsqgx-r

leftist organization, with tens of thousands of members and supportéfs-adaiyan boycotted the March
1979 referendum on the creation of the Islamic Republi&®

In April 1979, there was a split within the organization that led to a small group leaving and creating
theHg  mh™  m Odnokd-r E ¢’ -h Ftdqggqhkk namedafterone afits k r n
founding leaders%®

Some members broadly affiliated with Fadligan joined armed confrontations in March 1979 and February

087/ adsvddm sgd Qdunktshnm gx Ft  gcr C-easternlirahlwéhd gr ne Hqg"

Fadaiyansupporting Turkmen demands for selfletermination and a degree of regional autonon®.In
February 1980, four leading members offurkmen political groups who sought selfietermination and were
Fadaiyan supporterswere executed without trial within hoursfaheir arrest??

In May 1981, Fadaiyan split further into the MajoritgAksariat)and Minority (Agaliat) factions because of

fundamental disagreements including over whether to engage in armed struggle and whether to support the

Islamic Republic. The Majaity faction eschewed armed struggle and moved towards support for the Islamic
Republic® The Minority faction remained vehemently opposed to the Islamic Republic and supported
resorting to armed activities in the context of the demands of Kurdish grouipswestern Iran for a degree of
regional autonomy*

3.4.3TUDEH PARTY

The Tude*O" gsx v ' r engldc hm 0830 ax fgnto ne L gwhrs

its members were imprisoned, tortured and executel.

8 people prepared to sacrifice themselves in the context of political struggle.

8 Peyman Vahabzadeh® E @&1&-EIS@K P Eneyclopaedia Iranicay December 2015, www.iranicaonline.org/articles/fadaiae-khalg
BMny  q @k nkl nkj h+ ®® YyliddledsvJourhghl/ey A98MppK2A8&283. +

% Peyman Vahabzadeh® E OBI&-MS@K P Eneyclopaedia Iranicay December 2015, www.iranicaonline.org/articles/fadaiar-khalg
% peyman Vahabzadeh® E @&1&-MS@K P Eneyclopaedia Iranicapnline edition, 7 December

2015, www.iranicaonline.org/articles/fadaiae-khalq

% Peyman Vahabzadeh® E OBI&-MS@K P Eneyclopaedia Iranicay December 2015, www.iranicaonline.org/articles/fadaiar-khalg;
Alireza Asgharzadehiran and the challenge of diversity: Islamic fundamentalism, Aryanist racism and democratic strugg@307, p. 20.
2Hqg " i Ldrc fgh+ ®Jg kjg kh b kkr enq °~ c¢d’ sg wdwradibzamaheh:cdm/364162 s
 peyman Vahabzadeh® E @&1&-MS@K P Eneyclopaedia Iranicapnline ediion, 7 December

2015, www.iranicaonline.org/articles/fadaiar-khalq

9 Maziar BehroozRebels with a cause: The failure of the left in Ira000, pp. 112-114.

% Tudeh Means the masses in Persian.

% Ervand Abrahamian/ran Between Two Revolution4982, pp. 281-326.
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The Tudeh Party accepted théeadership of Rouhollah Khomeini and voted in favour of the Constitution
the December 1979 referendum. Its leadership also broadly endorsed the policies of the Islamic Repulic.
The party remained relatively immune from political persecution until about 1982, when repression
expanded to crush all political organizations not connected to the estabiisent (see section 3.2).

3.4.4KURDISH DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF IRAN

The Kurdish DemocraticParty of Iran (KDPI), also known as the Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan, is the
oldest Kurdish opposition group in Iran, founded in 1945. In 1946 it proclaimed its own Kurdish state,
generally called the Republic of Mahabad after the site of its cagliin north-western Iran. The administration
collapsed after 11 months. The Iranian authorities then arrested and tried its leaders, executing many of
them and banned the KDPI.

In March 1979, after years of clandestine operations, the KDPI officially ammced the resumption of its
political activities? In the immediate aftermath of the revolutionin Kurdish towns, power passed to local
councils led by individuals affiliated with the KDP¥® which called for secular democracy for Iran and
autonomy for Kurdistan.

In the following months tensions gradually built up as the authorities dhe new Islamic Republicand the

KDPI, negotiated over the governance and the autonomy of the regidn.Mid-1979, armed conflict broke

out between the Revolutionary Guards and KDPI fightéf8.0n 19 August, Rouhollah Khomeini denounced

sgd JCOH "r ®sgd o gsx ne R s"m " mM ngcdgdc sg s hs ad

By December 1979, the Revolutionary Guasihad established military control over Kurdistan province and
forced KDPI fighters to withdraw further into the mountains #te Iran Iraq border. By the late 1980s, the
KDPI had moved into exile in the Kurdish region of Iraq, where they have since reneaii®

In addition to persecuting and executing hundreds of KDPI members and supporters since the 1980s, the
Iranian authorities also instigated or carried out the assassination abroad of several prominent Kurds
affiliated with the KDPI in the 19908%

3.4.KOMKLA

Komala is an armed Kurdish opposition group with Maoist roots that was establisied 979 under the

name Komala- the Revolutionary Organizatioof the ToilersofHg ™ m-r Jt qc-BEngelabie ' R* y | " m
Zahmatkeshane Kurdistane Iran). Following the 199 revolution, Komala attracted many members and

supporters, particularly among workers and peasants in Kurdistan province. Its armed forces engaged in

“gldc “bshuhshdr “f hmrs sgd bdmsqg  k fnudgmlhdnssr — mc sgnr
"mc ®k Wckngcr -

In 1982, Komala merged with another Marxist group, the Union of Communist Militants (Ettebad
Mobarezane Communist), and established the Communist Party of IraKkomala subsequently (befre
1988) renamed itself Komala the Kurdistan Organization of the Communist Party of Iraim the following
decades, the group underwent multiple splits.

Since the mid1980s, fighters affiliated with the various factions of Komala have been based in northern Iraq
and engaged in armed ativities against the Islamic Republic of Iran from there. Inside the country, those
accused of membership of or sympathy with Komala have consistently faced persecution, including lengthy
prison terms and the death penalty.

"SnqBgpudmGr + ®Bnl |t mhrl h hEhcyclopbedia Reshigad ShDecemberel89d,q 08 4 2~ +
www.iranicaonline.org/articles/communisHii

BB gnk Oqgt mgt a #8B-ALBRRE R DI Eicyclopaedia Iranical8 February 2012, www.iranicaonline.org/articles/qasemiu
% Ervand Abrahamian,Iran Between Two Revolution4982, p. 527.

1% Jran Human Rights Documentation Centre&sgd Hr k | hb Qdot ak hb - r , Septedhbet 20t www.iramhelc.odgfvg c r hm 08 6 8
content/uploads/reports_en/Haunted_Memories_266599093.pdb. 387.

B gnk Oqgt mgt a #BD-ALBMRE R BIEicclopaedia Iranical8 February 2012, www.iranicaonline.org/articles/qgasemiu
BT gnk Oqgt mgt a #BD-ALBMRE R BIEiciclopaedia Iranical8 February 2012, www.iraricaonline.org/articles/qasemiu
1% Jran Human Rights Documentation Centeurder at Mykonos: Anatomy of a Political AssassinatioMarch 2007,
www.iranhrdc.org/wpcontent/uploads/reports_en/Murder_at_Mykonos_Mar07_376572839.pdf

104 Abdorrahman Boroumand CenterThe Massacre of Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988: An Addendum, Witness testimonies and official
statements 10 December 2013, Appendix CPolitical parties and religious denominations referred to in the witness testimonies,
www.iranrights.org/library/document/2498/thenassacreof-political prisonersin-iran-1988-an-addendum-witnesstestimoniesand-officiak
statements pp. 385-394.
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3.4.600THER GROUPS

After the 1979 rewlution, a number of smaller opposition groups were also active in Iran. Most of them

adhered to leftist ideologies, including Marxism, Marxisteninism and Maoism. They included: the

Organization of Revolutionary Workers in Iran (R&hKargar); the Orgargation of Struggle for the

DI " mbho shnm ne sgd Vnqgjhmf Bk rr "'Odxj q(: sgd K antqgdgq
the Vanguard Fighters of the Oppressed (ArmasMostazafin); the Union of Iranian Communists (Ettehadieh

Komonisthayeh Irai;, and the Organization of Workinglass Freedom Fighters (Razmandegafff.

As with the larger organizations with which some of them were affiliated, or from which they had split, many
members of these smaller groups had also struggled against the monardhyoughout the 1970s and served
prison terms during the rule of the Shah.

Throughout the 1980s, the Iranian authorities effectively destroyed the structures of these groups by
arresting and executing many of their leading members (see section 3.2).

1% For more background information on each of these groups, see Abdorrahman Boroumand Cenfére Massacre of Political Prisoners in
Iran, 1988: An Addendum, Witness testimonies and official statements0 December 2013, Appendix C: Political parties and religious
denominations referred to in the witness testimoniegww.iranrights.org/library/document/2498/thenassacre of-political-prisonersin-iran-
1988-an-addendum-witnesstestimonies-and-officialstatements pp. 385-394.
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4. CONCEALING THE
FATE OF VICTIMS

®The victims of this mass execution were murderec
the second time by the silence and anonymity surrc
their executions...

Azar Nafisi, Iranian writer and professor of Engli¥h literature

4.1PRISONERIMEESING

In late July 1988, thousands of political dissidents held in prisons across Iran went missing. No news of
them was received for months.

The prisoners included medical doctors and nurses, engineers, teachers and academicgnual workers,
as wellas individuals who had been secondary school and university students when arrest&dSome had
suffered years of unjust imprisonment and torture and other-ileatment during the rule of the Shah as well.

Most of them were members or supporters of theNPOl who had been imprisoned because of their political

opinions and peaceful activities, such as distributing opposition newspapers and leaflets, taking part in

cdl nmrsq shnmr+ bnkkdbshmf c¢cnm shnmr enqpobtigghyr nmdqgr - e
active 1% Others were affiliated with various secular, leftist opposition groups and had been similarly

imprisoned because of their peaceful political and religious beliefs.

Some of the prisoners were arbitrarily held without ever having betied or sentenced; some were serving
unjust prison terms ranging from life to as little as two or three years; some had completed their sentences
and were due to be released, or had been told that they would remain in prison because they were not
deemed®r t e e h b h d m&%Duringytlde d BBOs sthe mwhorities frequently refused to release political

chrrhcdmsr vgn g ¢ rdqudc sgdhg rdmsdmbdr tmkdrr sgdx
recanting their political ideologies and committing to refrain from politicattivities. If the prisoner refused to

1% A. Nafisi, Reading Lolita in Tehran2003, p. 239.

17 Amnesty International Biggest wave of political executions in Iran since early 19803 December 1988 (Index:MDE 13/031/88);
Amnesty Internationaljran: Political executiongIndex: MDE 13/029/88)

1% PMOI members who had perpetrated violence in the early 1980s had already been executed. Generallyréowing members and
supporters of the PMOI had no military trainingvere not armed and had not participated in armed activities. See Ervand Abrahamian,
Tortured Confessions: Prisons and Public Recantations in Modern Ira899, p. 216; and Abdorrahman Boroumand CenterThe Massacre
of Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988: ArAddendum, Witness testimonies and official statement&0 December 2013, Appendix C: Political
parties and religious denominations referred to in the witness testimonigayw.iranrights.org/library/document/2498/thenassacreof-
political-prisonersin-iran-1988-an-addendum-witnesstestimoniesand-official statements p. 391.

1 Amnesty Intenational, Biggest wave of political executions in Iran since early 1980k3 December 1988 (Index:MDE 13/031/88);
Amnesty Internationaljran: Political executiongIndex: MDE 13/029/88).
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make such a promise, they could be held in unlawful detention indefiniteB? Some were kept incarcerated
for years although they had been sentenced to prison terms of only several montHs.

The families of these psoners had known where they were and had been able to visit them until late July
1988.

Others were former prisoners who had been released several years earlier and thearrested in the weeks
leading upto July 1988 mc r gngs k x ° e s dheursisnga 25 Quly N9B8F Manygwlere forcilbly
disappeared immediately after arrest and the authorities refused to provide any information on their fate and
whereabouts. Interviews conducted by Amnesty International with survivors and family members shoat t
this wave of arrests took place in various cities across the country.

The mass disappearances raised fears among families that the authorities were planning to use the armed
incursion as a pretext to exact revenge against prisoners. A number of otfators exacerbated their
anxiety.

Following the armed incursion, more than a dozen individualed been publicly executed in Kangavar,
Bakhtaran and Islamebaéde Gharb, all in western Iran, for allegedly collaborating with the PM&.

High-ranking judicial officials were proclaiming that opposition elements should be dealt with severely and
dwdbtsdc- Nm 4 @ftrs 0877+ @actkj qghl Lntr uh @qcdahkh+
|l dladg ne Hqg m-r Rt ism®aida aslsaymdn b sermkn aBrnidayvplayerk in Tehran

®Sgd itchbh gx hr tmcdg udgx rsgnmf oqdrrtqgd eqnl 0
rtoongsdgr ne sgd OLNH\ nm sqh k+ vgx rnld ne sgdl
theysht kc ~kk ad dwdiHt sdc vhsgnts dwbdoshnm-"—

Two waves of executions in May and July 1988, which were carried out without prior notification given to the
families, had targeted PMOI and leftist prisonefd> An unmarked mass grave had been discovered in July

10 Special Representative of the Commission on Human RighBeport on the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Ira26

January 1989, UN Doc.E/CN.4/1989/26,www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/@ra. 40; Amnesty

International, Iran: Violations of human rights 19871990 (Index: MDE 13/021/1990), pp. 35-36, 55.

11 Amnesty International Biggest wave of political executions in Iran since early 1980k3 December 1988 (Index:MDE 13/031/88).

12 Special Representative of the Commission on Human RighBeport on the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Ira26

January 1989, UN Doc.E/CN.4/1989/26,www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/P@ra. 17; Amnesty

International, Iran: Political executiongIndex: MDE 13/029/88); Amnesty Internationallran: Executions of prisoners continue unabated

(Index: MDE 13/018/99, p. 4. Some survivors believe that the wave of rearrests is another indication that the purge of the opposition was

planned long before the armed incursion of the PMOI in July 1988. For more information see 7.2.

13 Amnesty International Annual report 189 (Index: POL 10/0002/198594 + o- 144: @l mdr sx Hmsdgm shnm k+ ®Hqg  m9
September 1988 (Index:MDE 13/014/88).

HKeyhantr ®@x " snkk g Lntr uh @cdahkh9 Hg m-r engbdetk gdronmrd sn Hqg p rgnv
1988, p. 9. See also Special Representative of the Commission on Human Rigiitgerim report on the situation of human rights in the

Islamic Republic of Iran 13 October 1988, UN Doc.A/43/705, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/43/7(%ara. 49.

WNm 16 L x 0877+ rdudg k oghrnmdqgr+ hmbktchmf @mntrghqu” mheknseh+ G i s L
were buried in individual, unmarked graves in an abandoned @& known as Khavaran in the soutleast of Tehran. Anoushirvan Lotfi was a

member of the Majority faction of Fadaiyan (Askariat); Hajat Mohammad Pour was a member of the Union of Iranian Communists

"Dssdg chdg Jnlnmhrsg’” xdg mMemban¢fthe RBAOI. Acsordingto am official armaouncenhent on 26 May

1988, a Revolutionary Court in Tehran had sentenced theto death for their work with opposition groups that the authorities branded as

®sdgqgng-gdsnkt ®h menbHy xk . Baehttelad®” msShg g d d s d g q nniphareb[enemy @feGodf dndmolded v h s g

Z sgdhrs\ fgntokdsr vdgd dwdbtsdc + 18 L' x 0877+ o 4ntelinRreporontttdo h™ k Qdoqgdr d ms
situation of human rights in the Iskmic Republic of Iran 13 October 1988, UN Doc.A/43/705,

www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/43/7Q%ra. 27.

In late July 1988, at least another 12 prisoners held fgrolitically motivated reasons were executed and 55 others were placed in solitary

confinement in preparation for their execution. Three of thosxecuted, all of whom were affiliated with various leftist groups, were

identified as KioumarsZarshenas, Sayed Azarang, Faramarz Soufil hr s * j dmkx vghssdm “r ®E q | "qy R cdfgh™ hm
the UN Special Representative) and Rahim Hatefi. Sesterim report on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran

preparedby the Special

Representative of the Commission on Human Rights in accordance with Commission resolution 1988/59 and Economic and Socialdou

decision 1988/137, 13 October 1988, UN DocA/43/705, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/43/7Q%ara. 28; Justice for

Iran, Unfinished Tales: Mothers and families of Khavaran, a three decade long search for truth and just®eptember 2015,
www.justicediran.org/persian/wggontent/uploads/2015/09/unfinishedtale.pdfpp. 30-2 1 : @acngq gl >"m Angntl mc Bdmsdg+ ®N
Rsngx9 Q° Lirai@ighss .drg/memerial/story?381/rahim-hatefi

Note that the name of Simin Farzin, included in the October 1988 report of the UN Special Representative, has not been ireddutere as

other information received by Amnesty International suggests that this execution took place at a later date, in May 1888 concerned a

vnl °"m m ldc E sdldg Lnc > gdrh Sdggq mh vgnrd “kh>r v’ r Rhlhm ng E gqchm- Rdc¢
@x snkk>g Lnc qdr Sdgg mh ax °~ rodbh >k ngcdg + AAB Odgrh > m+ 17 | > mt > gx 1/
www.bbc.com/persian/iran/2012/01/120118_144_tudeh_party_modaresi_tehrani
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http://www.bbc.com/persian/iran/2012/01/120118_l44_tudeh_party_modaresi_tehrani

1988 by families in an abandoned area known as Khavaran in the soulast of Tehran where the authorities
had buried individuals executed for politically motivated reasons since the early 198¢s.

Following the suspension of the family visits, distrauglarhilies repeatedly went to prisons, various judicial
institutions and other state bodies, but were turned away without receiving any concrete information. Some
brought clothes, food, medicine and money, hoping to get a signed receipt from their imprisonedatives as
an indication that they were still alive. Prison officials often took the items without indicating whether the
prisoner was dead or alive.

In some places, officials falsely told families that their relative had been transferred to a prisoanother
province, leading the families, in many cases elderly parents, to undertake long and futile journeys. In other
cases, the authorities insulted and abused families, and threatened that they would be arrested if they kept
asking for information. Somdamilies were detained for hours and interrogated.

In Tehran, familiesof leftist prisoners tried to gather in front of parliament, but Revolutionary Guards violently
dispersed them?!'” They appealed to various authorities for information and raised theancerns about
possible secret executions through submitting joint letters to the authoritié& Their pleas were ignored.

On 17 August 1988, a group of families held a sih outside the Palace of Justicén Tehran, which housed

various judicimlanc hdr - Sgd mdws ¢ x+ Lng Il ¢ Lntr > uh Ani mntqgch+
Council, promised the families that those held in Gohardasht prison in Karaj, near Tehran, would be allowed

to receive family visits within one to two weeks; familiestbbse held in Evin prison in Tehran were told that

they would receive further information sooft® Both promises were broken.

WNOBODY HELPED US

Esmat Talebi, who lost her husband, Majid
Simiaii, and her brother AdelTalebi during
the mass killings of 1988, said that the
officials approached by the families either
provided very little or no information or
refused to meet the distraught families at
al’Nmd shld+ hm sgd
an unknown official totl them not to worry as
leftist prisoners were safe and only PMOI
oghrnmdqr vntkc ad @
the families had no idea that mass execution
were happening.

Esmat Talebi © Justice for Iran

Majid Simiaf and Adel Talebi were serving
lengthy terms in Evimprison and Gohardashtprison, respectiwely, in connection with their support ofthe
Organization of Revolutionary Workers in Iran (Ra&hKargar),a leftist opposition oganization. Esmat
Talebi said

®Vd sqgqhdc sn fn sn "kk sgd fnudgml dms aeot
[Speaker of Parliament Ali Akbar Hashemi] Rafsanjani. We handed in letters everywhere wi
the office of the prime minister but they turned us away [so] we sat outside on the street anc
and gave it to [his] office. Irkttks s d g+ vd vgnsd9 -Vd gd e |

barred from having visits with them. We want answers from you. Do something to stop the ¢

16 According to information received by Amnesty Internationaljtwesseshave provided different dates when this mass graweas first

discovered.@mnt r ghgqu ™  m Knseh-r I nsgdg+ Enqgntfg S i aBajagin2087 or2008thatsheh m ~ | dch™ h m:
discovered the mass grave, along with some other families) or shortly after 5 July 1988 when she was in Kivaran to mark the 4@ day

ne gdg r nmBaran Quartedyg :®R'ddddc @er g  g-r hmsdquh di8 (2007-2098), .24 Kumbargrigh®™ i a~ j g~ + Hrrt d
defender Reza Moinee, who lost his brother, Heibatollah Moinee, during the mass killings df/Jseptember 1988, told Amnesty

International that he has spoken to three witnesses in Iran who said the mass grave was first discovered on 29 July 1988.

WM rdq Lng idg+ ®Sgd Lnudldms ne sgd lwmshiddrantnet/spgp.php2particle23d " m™ + Ahc g m+ 6 |t
18 Bidaramr ®Sdws ne roddbg fhudm ax Lhg m Qntrs” s ° bnlldlnglshud dudms hm
September 2006,www.bidaran.net/spip.php?article117

19 Naser Mohajer® Sgd Lnudl dms ne sgd Lnsgdqgr mevw.bidaraunetispippphp®artiéld®21” g m+ 6 1t md 1/ / 8+

120 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Esmat Talebi from Justice for Iran which cocted the interview with her in person.
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®Mdws+ vd vdms hm eqnms ne s g dwehadplarmédtodiois
ats sgdx Zsgd neehbh> kr\ sgd> sdc tr rn g°
and dispersed our gathering. There were eldedyamaotfig us.

®Vd sgdm cdbhcdc sn fn
Leader Hossein Ali] Montazeri in Qom. One group ¢
went in a bus but they were arrested...

Around 15 of us decided to go in pairs and meet at 1
terminal in Qom and then we wedttogm | d n e
ZGhr\ gd° c¢c ne rdbtghsx
person and that, if we wanted, we could write a lette
they would deliver to him.

We wrote the letter and he told us that one of the m
one of the fathers fbgo in. They went in and, in add
delivering the letter [to him], they also gave [him] ple
hmengl "shnm “ants sgd o

Eventuallyye ran out of places to turn to and were le
gdko®drr -

Drl s S kdah-r gtra’ mc+
Talebi (left). © Private

4.2FAMILIES KEPT IN THE DARK

From around late October, early November 1988, prison visits resumed across the country and judicial
authorities and prison officials began telling many families velty that their relatives had been executed.
However, they provided no written declaration of death and did not return the bodies. Nor did they provide
any information on the causes and circumstances of the killings, such as the details of charges and
convictions. In most cases, the exact date of execution was not announced.

In some cities and cases, the blackoutsted much longer. It took families many months, or even years, to
find out whether their loved ones were dead or alive. In some cases, it appethat families were never told,
even verbally, by the authorities that their loved ones had been killed. Instead, they learned the truth through
survivors and other prisoners after they were released from prison. In these situations, prison officials and
judicial authorities often claimed that they had no information about the prisoner, gave conflicting
information, or said that the prisoner had been transferred to a different city and was banned from havin
visits until further notice.

This abusive treément left families in a state of constant anguishuncertainty and disbelief. One former
prisoner and survivor from Mashhad, Rasoul Showkati, told Amnesty International:

®Ax k> sd Nbsnadqg 0877 vgdm oghrnm uhrhsr gdrtl dc+
many families could just not fathom the brutality of the $itaiiovas actually possible to suddenly take

away and secretly kill a pgsovho had been in prison for seven or eight years serving a lengthy sentence. As a
result, in the absence of any official announcement and proof of death, they were not prepared to kill the hope
that someone from somewhere may give them some positive new

The agonizing wait caused many family members, especially elderly mothers and fathers, to experience
various physical and mental health problems, including panic attacks, heart problems, high blood pressure,
depression, delusions and suicidal tendegies.

21 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Esmat Talebi from Justice for Iran which conducted the interview with heemson.
22 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Rasoul Showkati frdumstice for Iran, which conducted the interview with him by voice
call. Amnesty International conducted two follow up interviews by voice call in October and November 2018.
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THE ®OTHER GRADUALLY LOST HER SANITY

Asadollah Nabavisurvived the mass killings o
July-September 1988 in Semnan, Semnan
province.In 1988, he was serving a lengthy
term in the main prison there, imposed in
connection with his support fothe PMOI. He
told Amnesty International that the suspensic
of family prison visits left many families on th
®dcfd ne ° mdg¥ntr a

He said he was transferred to solitary
confinement in early Augustl988 and held
there incommunicado until December 1989,
when he was moved to Evin prison. He described the distress of his family:

Asadollah Nabavi © Amnesty International

®Lx e sgdg rteedqdc ° gd gs ~ss bj hm k' s
noinformation about me and direct him to Evin prison in Tehran. But at Evin prison, officials
sgdx vdgd mns “v ' gd ne I x b rd “mc qdedgq

Asadollah Nabavi also described the anguish that the mother of one the victims in fhéson in Semnan,
Mohammad Reza Ahmadi, suffered:

®Lng Il "¢ Qdy -r I nsgdg trdc sn aghmf ghl
deteriorating eyesight. | want to say this to show you how the system treated the famikege&n
“esdq sgd I "rr bgd+ sghr dkcdgkx I nsgdqg |j
She would come all the way from Rikan village near Garmsar, which was about two hours a
time, the prison officials t@dthat they had no information about her son and that she should
a " bj k' sdgq- @ sghr c¢cq hmhmf ognbdrr bnms

MY FATHER SUFFERED A FATAL HEART ATTACK

1 ) ,'t ! . - Ardeshir Sehat and his family spentonths
ot A : . < searching for his brother, Ardavan Sehat, aft
R S— he was forcibly disappeared around late July
' k — 1988 from the main prison in Ardabil, Ardabi

! provincel?* Ardavan Sehat was serving a

prison sentence imposed in connection with
his support for the PMOI. Adeshir Sehat told
Amnesty International

®&-or months, they [the prison officials] li
my family. Sometimes they said my brot
addm sqg mredqqgdc s
they said he had been tesresd to Evin prison. They deliberately kept my family in limbo. My fe
a fatal heart attack and died in early 1989. My mother continued her desperate search, goin
another. In the end, she learned that he had been exbouied iared mass grave in Ali Abad cen
@qc ahk+ vghbg v r “ant® ° jhknldsqgd ~ v  x

Ldgch @acnkg ghlh+ vgn rtquhudc sgd | "rr jhkk
released from prisonin early 1989, told Amnesy International that the authorities even arrested and
cds hmdc @c u m Rdg s-r I nsgdg eng rdudg k ¢
Ldgch @acnkg ghlh+ @gc u" m Rdg s-r I nsgdgqilorhc
May 198912

Ardeshir Sehat © Amnesty International

123 Amnesty International interviewed Asadollah Nabavi in person in October 2017.

124 Amnesty International interviewed Ardeshir Sehat in person in October 2017.

125 Amnesty International interviewed Ardeshir Sehat in person in October 2017.

126 Amnesty International interviewed Mehdi Abdolrahimi in person in November 2017.
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4.3CRUEL NOTIFICATION OF DEATH

The manner in which the authorities notified families about the execution of their loved ones was vague,
sudden and cruel, and generally included no information about the reasons for the executions or the @&ais
and circumstances of the killings.

Initially, prison officials informed relatives when they tried to visit their loved ones. This led to protests outside

the prisons. In an apparent attempt to prevent such gatherings, the authorities began telephoniagilies to

sdkk sgdl sn rdmc °~ | kd gdk > shud sn sgd oghrnm hm s
" md gax Qdunktshnm gqx Ft gcr- neehbd sn qbydshd hud hme
officials and generally they wereordered not to hold a memorial ceremony. Many parents are reported to

have collapsed or suffered serious physical and mental health conditions in reaction to this news.

In many cases, relatives were sent from one room amother, forced to wait for long periods, and then

suddenly given a bag that an official said contained the personal belongings of their dead relative.

Sometimes, the bags contained the belongings of another prisoner or had misleading information written o

them, which created uncertainty as to whether their loved ones had indeed didebr example, Rasoul

Showkati, who survived the mass prisoner killings in Vakilabad prison in Mashhad, told Amnesty

International about the case of Yaghoub Soleimamithohadadd m ot mhrgdc vhsg ®hmsdgm  k dv
consequently transferred fronVakilabad prison in Mashhad to Gohardasht prison in Tehran prior to July

19882 @esdqgq e Il hkx oghrnm uhrhsr gdrtldc hm Sdgg m hm k' sd
givenaa  f vghbg sgd "tsgnghshdr r > hc bnms hmdc gdgqg rnm-r ad
dwdbtshnm uhbshl v 'r vghssdm "r ®Xntrde " mc mns ®X fgnt
mother with any information to explain the erroRasoul Showkati says that when he visited Yaghoub

Rnkdhl " mh-r I nsgdqg hm L gbg 0878+ rgd v r rshkk hm chrad

In some cities, including Mashhad, Rasht and Ahvaz, families were not even given these last mementos.
This situationaggravated theexistinguncertainties ofthe families about the fate of their relatives and, after

30 years, some of them, particularly elderly mothers, still struggle to believe that their loved ones are indeed
dead.

HERE IS YBURM- R A @F :UTBDHIMs@UD DWDB

Je  q K’ -kh-r aghadbgahq
in prison in Khorramdad, Lorestan province,
for several years when he was forcibly
disappeared in late July 1988 and
extrajudicially executed?® He was imprisonet
in connection with his support fo the PMOI.

Il e q K -kh qgdl " hmr
which the authorities informed his father of
the execution of his brother in late 1988.

He told Amnesty International:

e q K -kh A @ mdrsx Hmsdgm sh

®he Revolutionary Guards summdatite
to their office in Boroujerd [Lorestan province]. There, he was taken into a room and sat on
sgdm v kjdc hm+ ots °~ a'f nm ghr cdrj =~ mc
rstee "~ mc htbds knt k+n Sghkcneéeax e sgdg+ -Xnt
sn knb> sd ghr fg ud- Xnt Itrs mns gnkc °
they told my father. | think he passed out in their affidsléf>®

27 Amnesty Internatimal obtained the testimony of Rasoul Showkati from Justice for Iran, which conducted the interview with him by voice
call. Amnesty International conducted two follow up interviews by voice call in October and November 2018.

128 Amnesty International interviedc | ~ e~ q K -kh hm odgrnm hm Nbsnadg 1/ 06 -

2@ mdr sx Hmsdgm shnm> k hmsdquhdvdc | e q K -kh hm odgrnm hm Nbsnadg 1/ 06
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Fael dg Rg ghe-r agnsgdqgr + (
serving lengthy terms in a prison in Babol, Mazandaran
province, in connection with their support for the PMOT°

They were forcibly disappeared in late July 1988. She tolc
Amnesty International that for weeks her mother went to t
prison, but each time, officials said the visit had been
deferred to the following week.

In early September 1988, a prison official toléfatemeh
R g ° gnfoteer that she could no longer have visits,
indicating that they were dead.

Fatemeh Sharif said that the official then handed a

vghrsv sbg sn gdg | nsgdqg+
"rjdc eng gdg rnmr - ®Mmc Ipdr
"kknvdc- Fds knrs nq®¥®¥dkrd

N
sl

Fatemeh Sharif © Amnesty International

‘ NO QUESTIONS ALLOWED. GET LOARRRIVE @MLTOO

MY MOTHER ASKED TO VISIT MY FATHERGDHRY GAWYV'D KNB @S HNM

'l

Mohammad Mirza Mohammadi © Private

Fgnk I "kh Lhgy™ Lng Il ch-
Mohammadi, was serving a lengthy prison term in the ma
prison in Arak, Arak province, in connection with his
support for the PMOI, when he was forcibly disappeared i
late July 1988 and extrajudicially executeéf? He told
Amnesty International that after three decades, his mothe
remains traumatized by the cruel way in which the
authorities informed her of the execution of his father in
August 1988. He said:

®Hm @t f tmother @ehtnoram offlcexin Arak th.
gtm ax sgd Qdunktshnm q
approach to obtain a written permit to visit their relat
prison. The guards blindfolded my mother before en
premises of the buildimgich was at the end of a gard
and took her to an office where she was received by
official sitting behind a dark glass screen. There, my
asked for a visitation permit. In response, the officia
from behind the glass screen a eceno™ o0 d q
sghr o odqgq+ xnt b m o> x uhrhsr sn xntq gt
grave in Behesht Zahra cemetery in Arak was written. My mother fainted as soon as this ha
officials then drove el nearby hospital, dropped her there and lied to the nurses there that
entmc gdg®™®hm sgd rsqdds-

130 Amnesty International interviewed Fatemeh Sharif in person in October 2017.
31 Amnesty International interviewed Fatemeh Sharif in person in October 2017.
32 Amnesty International interviewed Gholamali Mirza Mohammadi by voice call in October 2018.
133 Amnesgty International interviewed Gholamali Mirza Mohammadi by voice call in October 2018.
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30 YEARS ON, HIS MOTHER ISST@®@HSHMF ENQ GHL SN BNL

Eyy s G ahamdi "c-r gtra  mc
a lengthy prison term in Vakilabad prison in Mashhad in
connection with his support for the PMOWvhen he was
forcibly disappeared in late July 1988'% Ezzat Habibnejac
said that the family had no information about his fate and
whereabouts until early November 1988 when her father
innk v gqdbdhudc °~ b kk eqnl
hometown, Bojnourd, and told to go there. Once there, sk
said, an official told her fathefin-law that his son had been
executed, asked him to sign gaper undertaking not to
hold a funeral ceremony, and warned that if they made ar
mnhrd+ hs vntkc bgd sd ®sc
son. Despite their repeatd requests, Ezzat Habibnejad sa
the authorities refused to reveal where they had buried he

Ezzat Habibnejad with her husband Mehdi Gharaiee .
daughter. © Private husband or return his personal effects.

As a result, she told Amnesty International that her mother
in-law remains in agony and disbelief that her son is dead A
. . AT B ,,.r'ﬁ:f:f«.;.
®Sgdx f  ud tr mnsghmf + gt S
of the relatives in Mashhad received the belongings of
gdk shudr £ Hs v r g qc e V_.M;‘_,\ﬁ_mwﬂ‘,_&ha
"bbdos vg's g ¢ g oodmdc g_éﬁ__m_b;
in-law isstill waiting for Mehdi to come back. Whenevel U35 Fags s ah _65’___9__;&)
phone rings, she jumps for it saying it might be Mehdi. v:éh"“M‘M-r«“»—,{* W
the doorbell rings, she says it might be Mehdi. She jus —re——un S S
been able to accept it [his death]. She still says Mehdi =T BT
Tep £ 3 - g Jlgel 22l

and if he hatled, they [the officials] would have returne _ 24 :
— B Rl ottt o W prn S
ancx nqg g®¥r adknmfhmfr - < :
et ion e dee ———

e T

P Wy

Ezzat Habibnejad said that in the early 1990s, as the ; ﬁ:-" -"Wr"-‘-rwmoﬁ»»uw«'
emotional situation of her mothein-law worsened, her " T R S
fatherinkk *v. " ood kdc sn sgd oqgn — ‘ ' o
sn ognuhcd ghl vhsg ° vqgqhss

hoping that this would enable his wife to find closure. After
several follomt o gdptdrsr+ rgd r h- ‘
office gave her fathetin-law a reference letter and referred g;?ﬁ/’;g the death certificate issued for Mehdi Ghar
him to the office of the National Organization for Civil

Registration in Bojnourd. Ultimately, in December 1995, a

death certificate was issued. However, Ezzat Habibnejad said that this did nobyide her motherin-law
with any certainty, particularly because the death certificate was incomplete: it provided no cause of
death and recorded 1988 as the date of death without any day or month.

In some cases, the authorities stirred false hopes iarhilies that their relatives were alive. For example, in
Ahvaz, dozens of families received a telephone call from the office of the Revolutionary Guards in Ahvaz in
mid-November 1988 and were told that a male relative had to go immediately to their offioereceive
information about their relative. Cruelly, the families were told to bring food, which raised false hopes that
their relatives were alive. Once there, officials of the Revolutionary Guards took them to a barren piece of
land outside the city, sltowed them a concrete slab, and said that their relatives were underneath it. The
authorities refused to provide further information. Families believe that the authorities had poured concrete
over the mass grave immediately after the burial in order to pext them digging up the ground to confirm
the deaths and identify and recover the bodies of their loved on&S.

134 Amnesty International interviewed Ezzat Habibnejad by video call in February 2018

35 Amnesty International interviewed Ezzat Habibnejad by video call in February 2018

36 As of October 2018, the Iranian authorities were building a road over this mass grave. Around 20 July 2018, photo and vidéteace

surfaced that showed that the concrete structure marking the mass grave, as well as dozens of nearby individual graveshwieionged to

political dissidents executed in the early 1980s, had been smashed to pieces. For more information, see Amnesty Internationa®® Hg ~ m9 Qn " ¢
sn ad athks nudg hmchuhct  k MBDE13B828/20189f q udr + 15 I tkx 1/07 ' Hmcdw?9
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4.AMISLEADING INFORMATION

In the months and years following late July 198&ome families were given contradictory information about
the fate oftheir loved ones, with officials first saying that the prisoner had been executed and then declaring

them alive, or vice versa. This meant families kept going to different government offices and seeking contacts

in their search for accurate information.

Two former prisoners, Asadollah Nabavi from Semnan, central Iran, and Rasoul Showkati from Mashhad,
north-eastern Iran, told Amnesty International that, in the years following the mass prisoner killings, some
families received false information via mystets phone calls from men believed to be affiliated with security
and intelligence bodies. The men provided various false information, such as that their relatives were alive
but had moved abroad, or had been transferred to a remote prison or an infamousisd in the Persian Gulf
where individuals convicted of drugelated offences were held in squalid camps in the 19807 These

phone calls aggravated the uncertainty of families and made them doubt that their relatives had indeed died.

Asadollah Nabavi told Amnesty International about two families in Semnan who had received such phone
calls in the late 1980s!%* The unidentfied caller said that their relatives were alive in a remote military camp
between Garmsar and Varamin in Semnan province where prisoners of the Heag war used tobe held.
Asadollah Nabavisad®Sghr v r sgdhqg v  x ne sthemfomdkriowiig weat |

hkh
dw  bskx g ¢ g oodmdc- Sgdx | d *%s sn sggnv e |l hkhd

AGDX SNQSTQDC E@LHKHDR LDMS@KKX-

Rasoul Showkati was imprisoneth Vakilabad prison in
Mashhad during the mass prisoner killings of 1988 He
had been in piison since the early 1980s in connection
with his support forthe Organization of Revolutionary
Workers in Iran (Rake Kargar),a secular leftist opposition
organization.

After his release in March 1989, he contacted the familie
of some of hisformer cellmates who he understood had
been secretly executed during the Julpeptember prisone
killings. As a result, he realized the authorities were
inflicting further pain on the families by giving them
conflicting information.

Rasoul Showkati refeed to the case of Ali Mirshahi who
had been in prison since the early 1980s in connection
with his support for the PMOI. He was 19 years old at the
time of his arrest.

Q' rntk Rgnvj sh r hc sg s
family in March 1989, the authorities had not yet given th
family any clear information on whether Ali Mirshahi was
dead or alive.

Ali Mirshahi © Private

A stranger believed to be affiliated with the intelligence and security bodies had called his family a few
times and indicated that their son was alive and had been transferred from Vakilabad prison in Mashh:
to a prison in Shahroud in Semnan province.

The family went to Shahroud only to learn that their son was not there.

@ hg Jh  montqgq+ ®Sgd Hrk Il hb Qdotakhb ne b lor9 Rdfldmsr7ne
December 2015,www.radiozamaneh.com/252989

38 Amnesty International intervieed Asadollah Nabavi in person in October 2017. The names of the families have been withheld to protect
their security.

13 Amnesty International interviewed Asadollah Nabavi in person in October 2017.

140 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Raso8howkati from Justice for Iran, which conducted the interview with him by voice
call. Amnesty International conducted two follow up interviews by voice call in October and November 2018.
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dTHEY THREATENED TO ARREIT®ISWMET RGD BNMSHMTDC GC

Mohammad Hoshi survived the mass prison:
killings of JulySeptember 1988 in Dastgerd
prison in Esfahan** He had been in prison
since 1981 in connection with his support for
the Minority faction of Fadaiyan, a secular
leftist political organization. He was 17 years
old at the time of his arrest. Following his
release in February 1989, he contacted the
family of one of his closest friends in prison,
Sirous Asgari, and discovered that the
authorities had kept his family in the dark as
to his fate and whereabouts.

!

Mohammad Hoshi © Justice for Iran

Mohammad Hoshitold Amnesty International thatid * gk x Rdosdl adqg 0877+ F
gdbdhudc °~ b kk egnl sgd ognrdbtsng-r neehbd
weeks later, they received another call from the same office saying that a mistake had been made an:
Sirous Asgari was alive. The family spent weeks trying to find more information. Ultimately, they learn:
through a wellconnected contact that Sirous Asgari had been executed.

Nudg sgd enkknvhmf | nmsgr+ sgd e’ éihBsirhagtdfmdiouts d
vgdgd Rhgntr @rf gh v 'r atghdc- Lng Il ¢ Gnrg
April 1990 before he left Iran and by then she had been forced to end her search as the authorities ha
threatened her with imprisament if she persisted.

4.5DEATH CERTIFICATES: DENIED OR FALSIFIED

The systematic concealment of the fate of the victims and location of their remains also involved not

providing families with death certificatdé>> mc gdr onmchmf sn e |l hkhdr- qgdptdrsr e
issuing ones that are in many cases inaccurate, misleading or incomplete about the causes, circumstances

and dates of the death.

The vast majority of families interviewed by Amnesty Intetienal said that they did not think of seeking
death certificates owing to the climate of fear and shock, and the refusal of the authorities, in general, to
provide information.Research conducted by Amnesty International suggests that some relatives al&bnot
seek death certificates as a conscious act of resistance because the authorities had refused to return the
bodies and clarify the causes and circumstances of the killings.

Families who applied for death certificates generally did so to resolve ddistrative and legal difficulties. A
few families said they sought death certificates in an attempt to end the debilitating uncertainty that they
experienced about whether their imprisoned relative was dead or alive. In these cases, the authorities often
included falsified details on the death certificates.

Amnesty International obtained the death certificates of nine individuals who were executed during the mass
prisoner killings of JulySeptember 1988 (see able 2). For one of the victims, Sayed Morteza
Mirmohammadi, two contradictory death certificates were issued.

Onlytwo ofthel0bdgs hehb”  sdr gdbngc sgd b trd ne cd > sg "r dwdbts
®cd sg + vghkd svn ognuhcd mn b trd- Nmkx nmd ne sgd cd°’
nine do not even include this as a category. Regardingdtdate of death, a full date is given in eight cases,

while, in one caseonly the year is provided and, in another,the * sd hr qgqdbngcdc ~r ®t mj mnvm
three of theeight certificates where a full date is giverthe recorded dates(20 September 2 October and 22

41 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Mohammad Hoshi fradastice for Iran, which conducted the interview with him in
person. Amnesty International conducted two followp interviewswith Mohammad Hoshiby voice call in October and November 2018.
142 See International Committee of the Red CrasGuidelines for ivestigating deaths in custodyOctober 2013,
www.icrc.org/eng/assets/files/publications/ict@02-4126.pdf, p. 25.
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October)are later than the period of late Jukgarly September when survivors say mass executions took
place in Evin and Gohardasht prisons in Tehrari This raises concerns that they may be inaccurate.

International standards requireltat where a state agent has caused the death of a person in custody, the
death must be immediately reported to an independent and impartial body for a prompt, impartial, and
effective investigation into the circumstances and causes of the death. This igaedless of whether the
relatives of the deceased haveequested suchan investigation.States are also under the obligation to

ognuhcd sgd cdbd rdc-r mdws ne jhm vhsg " kk d#¥kdu’ ms

TABLE 3UMMARYIRFORMATION IN DEATH CERRHNEXTESMS OF MASS PRISONER
KILLINGS OF 1988

CAUSE OF

NO NAME DEATH DATE OF DEATH PLACE OF DEATH
1 Ali Asghar Zighami Death 20 September 198¢  [No such category
2 Ghorban Ali Shokri Natural 11September 1988  [No such category
3 Sayed Morteza Mirmohammadi 1) Death 1) 3September 198! 1) [No such

category]

[issued twapnflictingertificates] 2) [LeftBlank] 2) Unknown
2) Azna, Lorestan

province
4 [Name withheld by Amnesty Execution 31 July988 [No such category
International]
5 [Name withheld by Amnesty Execution 9 August 1988 [No such category
International]
6 Mahmoud Behkish Death 22 October 1988 [No such category
7 Mehdi Gharayee [Left blank] 1988 [Day and month  [No suctategory]
blank]
8 Mohsen Delijani Death 21 August 1988 [No such category
9 Asghar Mahboub Natural 2 October 1988 [No such category

143 See Iraj MesdaghiDance of the Phoenixes and Song ofi¢ Ash (Ragse Qognusha Va Avaz KhakestarR011, p. 78, and Abdorrahman
Boroumand Center,The Massacre of Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988, report of an inquiry8 April 2011,
www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/thenassacreof-politicalprisonersin-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry, p. 4.

144 Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human RightRevision of the UN Manual on the Effective Prevention and
Investigation of Extrd_egal, Arbitrary and Summary Executions (the Minnesota Protoc®)17,
www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/MinnesotaProtocol.pgfara. 17.
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A copy of the death certificate issued for Ali Asghar Zigt
© Private

Ali Asghar Zighami © Private

Ali Asghar Zighami was held in Evin prison and executed during the mass killimgfsJuly-September
1988. At the time of his enforced disappearance in late July, he was about two months from completir
his sentence, which had been imposed in connection with hisupport for the Majority faction of
Fadaiyan,a secular leftistpolitical organization. In late 1988, theofficialsat Evin prison told his family the
he had been executed. The authorities provided no additional information, nor did they return hisly.
Several months later, in 1989the authoritiesissued a death certificatewhich@k h  @r f g~ g Y
needed for administrative purposesThe death certificate which was given to his family in Evin Prison,
made no reference to his executormm oghr nm- Hmr sd  c+ hs bhsdTbrees ¢
cdb cdr nm+ @kh @ fg g Yhfg | h-r vhed memeathedtly h
conditions brought about byhis extrajudicialexecution™ mc s gd ° t s g dgfosallodhed ligh
on his fateand reveal the location of his remains.

His wife, Mina Labadi told Amnesty Internationa®H mddc sn j mnv sgd qd’ k
cd sgf @esdq ° khikddres and Irednaincimddisbelief: Weéhave not yet been able to come tc
sdglr vhsg ghr k¥rr “mc rshkk “rj vgx-—

145 Amnesty International interviewed Mina Labadi by voice call in October 2018.
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THE AUTHORITIES CLAIMEBIABIREALLY

A copy of the death certificate issued for Ghorban Ali Shc  Ghorban Ali Shokri © Private
© Private

Ghorban Ali Shokri was forciblgisappearedin late
July 1988 while in Gohardasht prison in Karaj and
extrajudically executed. At the time, he was serving a
sentence imposed in connection with his support for
Sahand, a communist groupHe had been arrestedn
August 1985 with his wife and child, who also spent
four years in prison.

Following his enforced disappearance, his wife
repeatedly wrote to prison officials, asking for
information and requesting a copy of his last letter of
wishes if he was dead. Heletters remained
unanswered.

In the early 1990s, the authorities finally issued a deal
certificate that noted 11 September 1988 as the date «
death. The death certificate stated that he had died
®m- stgq kkx “mc | “cd mn
had been executed in prison.

This information contradicts an official letter that his

A copy of an official letter stating that Ghorban Ali Shokriv  wife had obtained a year earlier as part of her

gg‘r’i‘\’/‘:tg in 1988 and his wife had requested social assist  gppjication for social assistance, and that confirmed
that Ghorban Ali Shokri had been executed in 1988
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CONFLICTING DEATH CERTIFICATES

Sayed Morteza Mirmohammadi © Private

Sayed Morteza Mirmohammadi was extrajudicially execute
in Evin prison during the mass killings of Julgeptember
1988. At the time of his enforced disappearance in late Jul
he was serving a lengthy prison term imposed in connectio
with his support for the PMOI.

The authorities provided the family with two contradictory
death certificates!® The first, issued in 1989 or 1990, cited
®cd " sg "r sgd b trd ne cd
on 3 September 1988 even though survivors from Tehran
have said that the wave of mass executions targeting PMC
prisoners in Evin prison took place between latiuly and
mid-August4”

The second death certificate, issued about 10 years later ir
1999 or 2000, left the box related to the cause of death
ak ™ mj "mc rs sdc sg s sgd
identified the city of A&na in Lorestan province, south
western Iran, as the place of death even though Sayed
Morteza Mirmohammadi was known to be in Evin prison in
Tehran until late July 1988 when he disappeared.

Copies of the two death certificates issued for Sayed Morteza Mirmohammadi, who was subjected to enfrapdidisilppelbrdmheiac
the mass prisoner killings e8dpdgmber 1988 in Evin prison in@éthraate

In researching the issue of death certification, Amnestpternational also obtained information suggesting
that, while the Iranian authorities generally refrained from issuing death certificates automaticatiysome
cases they put pressure on families to hand over the original national identity book&tgnasnameh) of their
executed relative to the authorities for annulment and sign statements declaring that the death was caused

by illness or natural causes.

Lng Il "¢ Y mc-r agnsgdg Qdy ™ Y mc v ' r dwdbtsdc
enforced disappearance in late July 1988, he was serving a prison term imposed in connection with his

16 The circumstances that led to the authorities issuing two diffent certificates are not clear to Amnesty International.
147 See section 7.2. See also Abdorrahman Boroumand Cent@he Massacre of Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988, report of an inquiry/8
April 2011, www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/thenassacre of-political-prisonersin-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry, pp. 45-61.
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support for the PMOI. He told Amnesty Internationalthat gd m sgd ognrdbtsng-r neehbd hm
informed his father of the execution of his brothdn late 1988, they put pressure on his father to submit his

rnm-r m shnm k hcdmshsx annj kds sn ,i$hgdompliedsvghthehshdr eng m
request, he would be told where his son had been buried. Mohammad Zand said thas fiather did not

comply with the request because the authorities were refusing to acknowledge in writing that the death

gdrtksdc eqnl dwdbtshnm “mc v msdc ghl sn-¥hhfm ~ o o0odg s
Mohammad Zand said that his father loudly protested against this attempt by the authorities to falsify the

cds hkr ne ghr agnsgdg-r c¢cd sg: hm gdronmrd+ sgd “~tsgnqgh
subjected him to torture and otherli-treatment, including multiple mock executions.

Amnesty International also interviewed the sibling of an execution vict#fwhose father had received

several official letters and phonecalle gnl sgd ogqnrdbtsng-r neehbd hm Duhm oqh
“rjhmf ghl sn b’ kk ° | theoffieexy sscgridin date to drramge an@ppoirentergth =~ h m
forthe purpose of®b k ©~ ghex hmf s gd r s asntllingtheienat®r@lddentitd boakletr Thee =~ ° mc

e Il hkx I dladg r hec sg s+ s sgd ognrdbtsng-r neehbd hm D
stated his son had died at home from iliness. The authorities promised thidthe signed the statement, he
would betold where his son had been buried. The father did not accept the request.

Copyofafolbwo kdssdqgq rdms ax sgd ogqgnrdbtsng-r neehbd hanadpanmanttoq
®bk  ghex sgd r detter lists seveenl iderifitatiendldcadmemtsitiat the faily dad to bring, including the national ident
deceased. The letter threatens that if the family does not act as instructed, the file of the deceaséddrthitidmrptaiat witidbeallowed.
Names have been redacted by Amnesty International for security reasons. © Private

However, not every family had the optioaf refusing to accept thefalsification ofs g d h q dehtk recofd.u d - r

Some had to accept in order to resolve pressing legal aadministrative issues affecting their and their

bghkcgqgdm-r “bbdrr sn dctb shnm+ gd ksg b gd+ gntrhmf+ sq
inflicted additional pain on families.

148 Amnesty International interviewed Mohammad Zand in person in March 2018 and conducted a follow up interview by voice call in
Septenber 2018.

14 The name of the family member has been withheld to protect their securifimnesty International interviewed this person through
secure messaging applications to ask questions and receive information from witnesses based inside Iran. Theseiduals requested
anonymity due to fear of reprisal.
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HIS HOME ADDRESS IS RECORDED AS PLACE OF DEATH

KhatetrehMihmdd-r aqnsgdq Gdha’
executed during the mass prisoner killings in Evin prison i
Tehran1%° At the time of his enforced disappearance in Ju
1988, he was serving a prison termniposed in connection
with his support for the Majority faction of Fadaiyan, a
secular leftistpolitical organization.

In the late 1980s, his family needed to annul his national
identity booklet in order to resolve an administrative issue
related to secumg a passport for his wife. When referring
the office of the National Organization for Civil Registratio
in Tehran to file the application for annulment, the family
was asked to a sign a paper stating that Heibatollah Moin
g ¢ chdc ne ®m S$gdy kmmt kird
address of his home at the time of arrest as the place of
death.

Khatereh Moinee told Amnesty International

' ®k I nsgdg g hrdc gdqg wur
Effat Moridi (known as Mother Mitmé®g picture of her s¢ b g hkec v r g d q d hm xnt q

Heibatollah Moinee. © Private vems sg d b d qs h, 86k, IHe theth said €
sign here or | will tear it up right Ag8w

Khatereh Moinee remembers her mother crying uncontrollably while leaving the office

Copy difie annulled national identity booklet of Heibatollah Moinee. © Private

%0 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Khatereh Moinee from Justice for Iran, which conducted an interview withirhperson.
Amnesty International conducted additional interviews in pers@nd by voice call in October 2018.
151 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Khatereh Moinee from Justice for Iran, which conducted an interview withmperson.
Amnesty International conducted additional interviews in person and by voice dallOctober 2018.
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5.HIDING THE BODIES

®Vd "~ gd deedbshudkx edst
of bodieshavec hr " ood gdc -

Hassan Golzari, survivor of the mass prisoner kiliegsennideiyl %88

5.1SECRET BURIALS

The Iranian authorities secretly buried the remains of the victims of the enforced disappearances and
extrajudicial executions in JuhSeptember 1988 in unmarked individual or mass graves and, in most cases,
refused to inform families about the locations. For the past three decades, those locations have been treated
as a state secret.

Amnesty Internationis aware of only five cities Ahvaz, Ardabil, Ilam, Mashhad and Rudsar where the

authorities ultimately told some families verbally that their loved ones were buried in mass graves and
revealed their locations. However, publicly and officially, the authorities have never acknowledtyed any
mass graves exist in the country.

In llam, families were only able to confirm the information given to them by opening the mass grave
discreetly and away from the eyes of intelligence and security services. As a result, they were not able to
extract and rebury the bodies individually (see section 5.3).

In Ardabil, the mother of an execution victim, Ardavan Sehat, managed to obtain an exhumation licence.

Following the exhumation of the mass grave, which was located in a cemetery called Ali AeArdabil, the

bodies of Ardavan Sehat and three or four other prisoners were extracted and reburied individually. Families
rtardptdmskx hmrs kkdc gd crsnmdr ats @c u m Rdg s-r agq
that intelligence and secuity officials repeatedly broke and destroyed them. The whereabouts of several

other prisoners who were serving prison terms in Ardabil prison prior to the mass enforced disappearances

of July 1988 remain unknown:*

In Ahvaz, the authorities poured conate over the mass grave immediately after the burial in an apparent
effort to prevent families from digging up the groun®* In Mashhad and Rudsar, the sites were placed
under strict surveillance, preventing families from even holding a gathering let alazenducting
exhumations. As of October 2018, all these three sites were at risk of being destroyed completely by the
construction of roads and buildings®

Amnesty International is als@aware of at least seven citiesBandar Anzali, Esfahan, Hamedan, Masd
Soleiman, Shiraz, Semnan and Tehrar where the authorities referred some families to individual graves that

%2 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Hassan Golzari from Justice for Iran, which conducted an interview with inipeison.

1% Landscape of pairr  ® @q e\wwephikscapescom/cities/516

54 See Amnesty International and Justice for IraiGriminal coverup: Iran destroying mass graves of victims of 1988 killindtndex: MDE

13/8259/2018), pp. 9-11.

Eng @u'y "mc L rgg c+ rdd @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k+ ®Hq m@MOIEN ¢ sn ad at h|
13/8828/2018); Amnesty Internatioral and Justice for Iran,Criminal coverup: Iran destroying mass graves of victims of 1988 killings

(Index: MDE 13/8259/2018), pp. 9-15. SeeLandscape of pairr ® Qt www.painseapes.com/city
category/18?city=%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%B1
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they claimed contained the bodies of their loved ones. However, the organization is aware of concerns
among many survivors and family memberdat the authorities may have deceived them, particularly in
Tehran, Shiraz and Bandar Anzali, and the individual graves may in fact be empty (see section 5.2).

In the rest of the country, families have either remained in darkness or managed to identifypugh low

level prison guards, informal government contacts, cemetery workers or locals in the area, among others,
locations that are suspected of containing the remains of the victims in mass gra¥&sAmnesty

International is aware of two casesQorveh in Kurdistan province, western Iran and Khavaran in the south
east of Tehran- where the families were able to confirm the presence of mass graves by digging the ground
and extracting body parts (see section 5.3).

The Iranian authorities have never acknowledged the existence of any mass grave inchentry, yet they

have put most suspected and confirmed mass graves sites under close surveillance and prevensilfes

and members of the public from holding commemorative gatherings at the sites or decorating them with
flowers, pictures and memorial messages. In several cases, the authorities have also poured concrete on the
site 157 All this has created a climateof fear where families are too scared to apply for exhumation licences

and search for bodies believed to be buried in mass graves.

A suspected mass grave site near the village of Tolbozan near Masjed Soleiman in Khuzestan province coh@hteat desds belevedhat the
graves contain the remains of some of the political dissidents killed during tkidingassfiSapeember 1988]Justice for Iran

In more recent years, the climate of fear and secrecy has been reinforced by activities aimed at destroying
suspected and @nfirmed mass grave sites, including by bulldozing the sites; hiding the sites beneath new,
individual burial plots; and constructing concrete slabs, buildings or roads over théffi.In at least one case,
Amnesty International is aware that the destructionf the mass grave sites was undertaken by a judicial
order (see the case of Qorveh in section 5.3).

% For more information on the history and current status of some of these suspected mass grave siteslandscape of pair ®J g~ u " g~
Wwww.painscapes.com/cities

157 See, for example, the cases of the suspected mass graves in Bala cemetery in Zanjan; Tolbozan in Masjed Soleiman, and Agkd Sa
Morteza cemeery in Lahijan inLandscape of pain www.painscapes.com/cities

% For more information, see Amnesty International and Justice for Ira@riminal coverup: Iran destroying mass graves of victims of 1988

killings (Index: MDE 13/8259/2018); Landscape of pair  ®J g = wwwgpaimscapes.com/city
category/182city=%D8%AE%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
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TABRIZ

e

Three satellite images taken (from top to bottom) in June 2017, The suspected mass grave site in Vadieh Rahmat cemetery bef
and September 2017. They show the progress of constructionc s gd r hsd t mcdqgvdms c¢dr Omaniaasianr

mass grave in Vadieh Rahmetiecy in Tabriz, East Azerbaijan pro  of Iran (top picture). © Shahryar News (bottom picture)
© Map data: Google, DigitalGlobe, 2017

A plot of land near the entrance of Vaideh Rahmat cemetery in Tabriz, East Azerbaijan province, is
suspected of being a mass grave containing the remains of dozens ofipcal dissidents who were
forcibly disappeared from Tabriz prison and extrajudicially executed between July and September 19¢
Sgd rtrodbsdc | "rr fg ud hr hm "m “gd’° jmnvm
of political dissideris summarily executed in the early 1980s. As in many other cases, the families beli
this is a mass grave site largely on the basis of information they obtained unofficially from governmen
contacts and locals in late 1988 and early 1989.

According to bcal media reports, in June 2017, the Cemeteries Organization of Tabriz, which oversee
sgd | "m fdldms ne sgd bhsx-r bdldsdghdr + hmhs
grave site into an open space for official ceremonié®. Since then, the authorities have poured concrete
over more than half of the area. Pictures and satellite images obtained by Amnesty International (see
above) confirm drastic changes to the area between June and September 2017, when completion of t
open spacewas announced.

M rkd S cahg+ ®Sgd rhsd eng gnkchmfU lcchldrgg Q" kgl b dsqg d/lI' mmincere hebrhg klk'xg snogrmdact g+
2017, www.nasletadbir.ir/news/100928
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. | AL < N N
The suspected mass grave site in Tazeh Abad cemetery before New individual burial plots being constructed over the suspect
burial plots were developed in 2008. mass graves in Tazeh Abad cemetery. © Akhbar Rooz
© PishtazanRaheAzadi

According to the testimonies of eyewitnessexbtained by Amnesty International, the bodies of political
dissidents killed in JulySeptember 1988 in Rasht, Gilan province, were dumped into three or four
sqgdmbgdr c¢ctf hm "m ntskxhmf o gs ne Q rgs-r S
trench was estimated to measure around 9fnSince 2008, he authorities have constructed new
individual burial plots on top of the suspected mass grave site and sold many of them. A family memb
who talked to several owners of the new burial plots reported that the authorities have not informed th
new owners dout the potential presence of the mass grave.

5.2FAKBRAVES?

Some of the survivors and family members given the location of an individual grave, particularly in Tehran,
Shiraz and Bandar Anzali, believe that the authorities may have deceived them and ttet graves may in
fact be empty. In almost all cases where the authorities provided information about grave locations, the
victim had been imprisoned and killed in connection with their support for the PM&F.

BEHESHT ZAHRA CEMETERY, TEHRAN

In November 2017, Amnesty International learned that a grave in Behesht Zahra cemetery in Tehran
which the authorities had attributed to a victim of the mass prisoner killings in Tehran had been
discovered to be empty®* An individual in contact with thetr b s h | - in Iraa toldl thekopganization
that the family only discovered thisn June 2017, when they tried to bury another relative in the same
grave. Cemetery workers preparing the pltald the familythat the ground beneath the headstone was
untouched and contained no bones or other remains. The individual interviewed by Amnesty Internati
said:

®Sgd rhakhmfr ne sgd uhbshl chc mns sdkk

deceased child was empty as this would have been enough for her to suffer a total mental k
xd qr+ rgd g ¢ uhrhsdc sgd fg ud rhsd duc

The case highlights the concerns of many survivors and family members that the individual graves in
Behesht Zahra cemetery attributed to the victims of the mass prisoner killings of 3@gptember 1988
may be fake.

1 Exceptional cases include two individual graves in Behest Zahra cemetery in Tehran which the authorities ladvibuted to two
prisoners, Mansour Davaran and Ebrahim Najaran, who were executed during the mass killings in Gohardasht prison in conneeftbn
their support for leftist organizations. It is possible that they may have had a distant connection toRh&OI in their file. See Iraj Mesdaghi,
Dance of the Phoenixes and Song of the Ash (RagsQognusha Va Avaz Khakestar2011, p. 147.

82 The name of the victim and the source of information have been withheld by Amnesty International in order to proteetsthfety of the
family.
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Amnesty International understands that there arseveralhundred individual graves across the cemetery
which the authoritieshave identified as the burial location of thevictims of the mass prisoner killings of
1988, including in lots 87, 91, 92,93, 94, 97, 98, 99, 104, 105, 106 and 108 (see annex 4)It remains
unclear to Amnesty International on what basis the Iranian authorities decidexidentify marked
individual graves fora limited number of victims whilehiding the burial locationof thousands of other
victims.

Several factors were brought to the attention of Amnesty International in support of the concern that tt
individual gravesidentified by the authorities may be fake. For instance, there are reports that the
gravestones marking these sites were erected, mostly in late 1988 and early 1989, without any sign o
prior digging and burial in the ared® This development was aroundhe time that the authorities were
preparing for the first visit of the UN Special Representative on the situation of human rights in Iran.
Some fimiliesand survivorssuspect that the authorities may have put up the individual gravestones in
Behest Zahra @metery in an attempt to trivialize the number of those killed and show that the location
their remains were knownTheybelieve that the victims whose names appear on the individual
gravestones were actually buried in mass gravasong with several thousand other victims whose bodie
remain missing

The authoritieshave keptthe location of these remains a secret, buin addition to Khavaran, some
cemented areas in Behesht Zahra cemetery, notably in lots 99 and 108, and some deserted lands in t
vicinity of Behesht Sakineh cemetery near Karaj have been identified as potential mass grave sites.
Amnesty International obtaied the testimony of a former prisoner, Mina Hashemi, who said that she
talked to a woman in August oBeptember 1988 who had seen officials secretly dumping bodies at nig
in several freshly dug trenches in lot 108

Another cause for concern is thattte vast majority of the individual gravestonés Behesht Zahra
cemetery which Amnesty International understands have been attributed by the authorities to the victi
of the mass killings of 1988are not listed in the official burial registers of the centery. Amnesty
Internatioral obtained the pictures of 3% such gravestones. The organizatiosearched for the details of
the gravestones irthe online burial registers of the @anization of Behesht Zahra anfbund that only
three were registeredsee annex4).164

The online databaseof the Organization of Behesht Zahraeeks to recordthe details of every grave in th
cemetery, including the names of all those buried in each grave artldeir date of birth and death.
Amnesty International is unclear how comprehensive ttdatabase isand whether and to what extent the
irregularities seerwith regards to the registration of graves attributed to execution victims are also
prevalent in the cases of deaths not caused by execution. Nevertheless, the fact thegr 996 of the
graves attributed to the victims of the mass killings of 1988 are missnf eqnl sgd bdl
records raises serious concerns and makes the investigation and exhumation of the individual graves
the more crucial to the establishment of the truth about the burial location of each victim

Further doubts have lgen raised by the finding thatin at least two cases, two separate graves in differe
lots of the cemeteryhave beenattributed to the same victim. As far as Amnesty International is aware,
authorities have neither offered any explanation for this, nallowed exhumations to establish the truth.

%2 Jraj Mesdaghi,Dance of the Phoenixes and Song of the Ash (RagsQognusha Va Avaz Khakestarp. 146.
163 The testimony was made available to Amnesty International by Justice for Iran and is availableaatiscape of Pair ~ ® dBplpsht

Y  gq  + HKvme.paiBstapes.eom/cities/545

164 Amnesty International obtained the pictures of J7individual gravestones that the organization was told were located in Behesht Zahra
cemetery in Tehran and belonged to the victims of the mass prisoner killings of 1988. The pictures came from two sourcegMesdaghi, a
survivor of the mass killings wh has done extensive research on the mass prisoner killings of 1988, reproduced the pictures of 371 such
individual gravestones in his boobance of the Phoenixes and Song of the Asnother survivor, Mahmoud Royayee, provided Amnesty
Internationalwith8/ ohbstgdr ne fg udrsnmdr+ ne vghbg nmkx rdudm vdqgd

that the 377 pictures that it received were of the individual gravestones of the victims of the mass prisoner killings of 1988, Amnesty
International searched the names inscribed on the gravestones in three of the following sources: The first one is the datalfabe o

Abdorrahman Boroumand Center, which seeks to record every execution that has been carried out in Iran since 1979; the secomdis a
khrs bnlohkdc ax sgd OLNH dmshskdc ®Bghldr @f hmrs Gtl = miesx +
organization says were killed during the mass prisoner killings of 1988; the third one is a list compiled by the Cotemifor the Defence of

Human Rights in Iran, which has recorded 4,672 individuals killed during the mass prisoner killings in 1988 who were afgiiawith the
PMOI or leftist or other political opposition groups. Amnesty International excluded 42 of thetyres of the graves from the scope of its
work as the names inscribed on them were not found in any of the three sources. Amnesty International searched for the deththe
remaining 337 gravestones in the online database of the Organization of Behe&ahra.
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http://www.painscapes.com/cities/545

The first case concerndHossein Safaieezadeh, who has one grave attributed to him in lot 104 and
another in lot 98. Both gravestonebear the same dates of birth and death™ mc e ~ s g.¥qdher
second concerns SedighelAnsi, who has two grags attributed to her, one in lot 98&nd another in lot
99_166

N |
Pictures of two gravestones in lots 98 (left) and 104 (right) in Behesht Zahra cemetery in Tehran, whsemarpertobytédsse
Safaieezadeh, a victim of the mass prisonerJkiljpgstember 1988 in Tehran. © Private

Pictures of two gravestones in lots 99 (left) and 98 (right) in Behesht Zahra cemetery, which are bothattribvittart@Sbaigh
mass prisoner killings ofSagyember 1988 in Tehran. © Iraj Mesdaghi

1% This information was obtained through two sources. Mohammad Royayee, a survivor, mentioned the case to Amnesty Internatindal
provided it with the pictures of the two individual graves. Another survivor, Iraj Mesdaghi, has included the eanformation, with a picture
taken from a slightly different angle, in his booRance of the Phoenixes and Song of the Ash (RagsQoqnusha Va Avaz Khakestar pp.
146, 213, 247.

1% Amnesty International read about this case in Iraj Mesdaglidance of the Phoenixes and Song of the Ash (Rags Qognusha Va Avaz
Khakestar) pp. 146, 208, 220.
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DAROLRAHMEH CENHHTERY,

In Shiraz, nearly 200 imprisoned political dissidents, both men and women, were forcibly disappeared
from Adelabad prison in late July 1988 and extrajudicially executed. To date, the location of their bodi
remains a secret.

The majority of the victims e believed to have been buried in a mass grave that at the time was on th
outskirts of Darolrahmeh cemetery in Shiraz, near the individual grave sites of those executed in the €
1980s. The families identified the location through local contacts anc&metery workers who reported
seeing officials making trenches with excavators and secretly dumping bodies at night during the perit
of July-September 1988.

In the following years, the families put small gravestones and cement structures on the site takrthe
names of their loved ones. A local source, whose name has been withheld for security reasons, has s
that the authorities repeatedly broke and removed them. They also painted over signs indicating that 1
area contained the bodies of the victimef the mass prisoner killings of 1988°¢7

Satellite images and pictures indicate thain recent years, new burial plots have been constructed ovet
the suspected mass grave sité&8

A minority of the families were directed by the authorities, after several months of persistent searching
over a dozen individual graves scattered across @érahmeh cemetery and told verbally that their
relatives were buried there. It is not clear on what basis a small percentage of the victims were identifi
or why the graves are scattered given that the victims were killed during the same period.

Initially, there were no markers on these graves. In the years that followed, families installed headstor
However, many of them doubt that the graves contain the remains of their loved ones.

In a confidential testimony obtained by Amnesty International, amsivor of the mass prisoner killings of
July-September 1988 from Adelabad prison in Shiraz said:

®Vd Zsgd rtquhungr\ "~ m
because no one ever saw the bodies. They [the a
would just show some burial spotsAfsgingh is in tt
grave, Zahra lies here and Fatemeh is there. Whe
is the truth or not, none of us are certain. What if 1
authorities] had dumped all of them [the victims] il
trench and then shown some burial plots to the rfa
deceptively claimed that their loved ones were bu
sgdéd>"

Chowra Makaremi, who lost her mother, Fatemeh
Zarei, during the mass prisoner killings in the same city
said that her grandmother was told by thewner of a
nearby burial plot that the individual grave attributed to
Fatemeh Zareiwas an old grave belonging to a person
who had died years beforé’® Chowra Makaremi said
that, after this incident, her grandmother would no long
visit the gravesite. Todate, she and her family remain
uncertain as to where the remains of her mother are
buried.

Fatemeh Zarei with her son. © Private

167 SeeLandscape of Pairr  ® R gviwe.painscapes.com/cities/790

1% SeeLandscape of Pairr  ® R gviwa.painscapes.com/cities/790

1% Amnesty International obtained the testimony of this survivor from Justice for Iran, which conducted the interview with them.

170 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Chowra Makaremi from Justice for Iran, which conducted the interview wittirher
person.
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5.30PENED GRAVES

Of the dozensof confirmed or suspected mass grave sites across IraAmnesty International is awaref only
four sites where, in 1988, the families were able to secretly exhume aitentify the bodies of their loved
ones. These sites are near the cities of llam, Ardabil, Qorveh and Tehran.

Even in these cases, anguish persists as the families remain unawaretwf full circumstances in which their
loved ones were killedFamily members interviewed by Amnesty International have also repeatedly voiced
their outrage, anger and pain over being deprived of the basic right to bury their loved ones in dignity and in
accordance with their cultural and religious traditionand mourn their loss.

ILAM

Pictures of five young women who were extrajudicially executed during the rBaptdnilieyslOB88uily lam. Their bodies w
found biheir families in a mass grave on the outskirts of Saleh Abad cemetery owside Haen(fioimeitap ldfotwntight):
Jasoumeh Heidarizatiimeh Rizehbavasrin Rajabi; Farah IsterdiMarzieh Rahmati. @ Private

In llam, prisoners held for politically motivated reasons were denied communication with the outside
world in late July 1988 and families did not know itheir relatives were dead or alive for several months
until the authorities ultimately told them that they haéxecuted their relatives four months earlier, on 9
August 19881 The authorities did not return the bodies and initially provided no information about the
location of burial. In late November, families received a call from an official asking them to pmes
themselves at the revolutionary court in llam. There, the authorities subjected them to threats and forc
them to sign undertakings that they would not hold any memorial service for their loved ones. They al:
handed them an address and a number, sagg it was the location where their relatives were buried. Th
site was on a hill on the outskirts of Saleh Abad cemetery outside llam, reachable via an unpaved roa
the site, families found a series of wooden boards on the ground with numbers writtenthem
corresponding to the ones they had been given.

71 [lam is a rare case where the authorities informed families orally of the exact date of execution.
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Amnesty International accessed the testimony of Neda Rahmati who said that her father opened the r
grave discreetly and at night as he struggled to believe that his daughter was in fact buried th&iee
described the horrific scene after her family opened the mass grave:

®Hs v r °~ rg kknv sgdmbg bnms hmhmf rdudr
hm ok rshb rgddsr "mc °~ rl kkqohdddE nlex r e
rhrsdg-r ancx- Sgdgd vdgd | tkshokd ftmragr
shfgskx vg oodc eqnl gd' ¢ sn sndf Sgdx Zc
ethical way bthere was nothing of the sort here. It was clear that they had just dug a trench
sgd ancdr sgdqd-

Amnesty International understands that the bodies found in the mass graveve been identified as two
men + Mohammad Nali Morowati and Nosatollah Bakhtiari- and five women- Farah Eslami, Jasoume
Heidarizadeh, Hakimeh Rizehtandi, Nasrin Rajabi and Marzieh Rahmati® Near this mass grave, there
were two additional wooden boards that marked the place that the authorities said contained temains
ne svn nsgdqg uhbshlr+ @acnkk g M rdgh " mc Lnt

Amnesty International understands that, for many years, the authorities repeatedly broke and damage
sgd fg udrsnmdr " mc bnlldlng shud r hf mr,bstthislsas
stopped in recent years™

QORVEH

On the outskirts of the city of Qorveh,
about 93km east of Sanandaj, there is a
mass grave that is believed to contain th
remains of more than 20 people who
were executed during the maskillings in
Sanandaj in August and September 198
(see he case box on Sanandaj in@nex
1).

The authorities did not disclose the
location of burial to any of the families
who were told about the executions in
September 1988. However, some familie
found out through lowlevelprison guards
! , that the bodies had been buried in a
The mass grave site of the victims of the 1988 prison killings in Qorveh after barren piece of land on the outskirts of
bulldozers in July 2016. The banner statefettatdtien was undertaken pursua  the city of Qorveh. Abdollah Said Morad
ajudicial order. © Radio Farda who lost his brothers Kamal and Jabbar
in the mass killings in Sanandaj, said
that, after weeks of searching covering hunmidds of kilometres, families ran into a local villager in
Mnudl adg 0877 vgn r hc gd g ' c¢c rddm neehbh” kr
cemetery in September 1988 and offered to take the families to the site. The families subsequentiytwe
to the location with the villager, dug up the area with shovels, and discovered a mass grave containiny
bodies of more than 20 people, including men, women and at least one child. They extracted the bodi
which had been thrown on top of one anothe dug the trench deeper and wider, and then reburied the
bodies next to each other.

Over the past three decades, the authorities have persistently damaged the gravestones and

bnl Il dling shud rhfmr sg° s e | hkhdr ek InBuy®016, thel q
site was bulldozed. A ministry of agriculture official told the families that the grave site had been class
r “fghbtkstgq k k" mc "mc sg s sgd ognrdbtsng-
ontheground sg ' s sgdx bnmrshstsdc ®Hkkdf  k at hkch

2 See Neda Rahma h - r r s Lasd$dapk mfsPainwsvw.painscapes.com/cities/530

173 SeeLandscape of Pairr  ® Hwwlpainscapes.com/cities/529

1" SeelLandscape of Rin+  ® Hwwlpainscapes.com/cities/529

% For more information, see Amnesty International and Justice for Ira@riminal coverup: Iran destroying mass graves of victims of 1988
killings (Index: MDE 13/8259/2018), pp. 22-24.
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KHAVARAN

Khavaran is an abandoned area land
measuring about 8,600n% in the south-east
of Tehran. It is located next to Golestan Jav
an unofficial cemetery wheréndividuals of
sgd A g -h e hsg " gqc
1980s, prison and judicial authorities have
gdedggdc sn sghr knt
(k ° - m’ )sandbw@ieddhere individuals
who were detained and executed for
politically motivated reasons.

In late 1988, the families of some of the
victims of the 1988 prison killings discovere(
that their loved ones had been buried in a
mass grave at this locatioA’®

Commemorative gathering at Khavaran mass grave site. © Private

Amnesty International has interviewed family members who were in the group of families who visited
Khavaran in late 1988 and discovered body parts and torn pieces of clothing protruding from the grou

A press release issued by Amnesty International or3 December 1988 quotes a woman who described
to Amnesty International how she had dug up the corpse of an executed man with her bare hands as
searched for the body of her husband, also unnamed, in August 1988:

®F gqnt or -sone claethed, $oohehirouds had been buried in unmarked shallow graves in
section of the cemetery reserved for executed leftist political prisoners. The stench of the cc
appalling but | started digging with my hands because it was important for ritdeaoklilohehabdi
knb sd | x gfra mcé&r fqg ud-"

She unearthed a body with its face covered in blood, but, when she cleaned it, saw that it was not tha
her husband.

Over the past three decades, the authorities have bulldozed the area repeatedlyeyrhave also
prevented families from holding memorial ceremonies, trampled the flowers planted by them, and brol
or removed their memorial stones.

Reports indicate that the latest round of destruction took place between 9 and 16 January 2009, wher
the authorities bulldozed the mass grave site and destroyed the numerous ad hoc grave markings ma
by the families as well as the trees planted by thef®

5.4MISSING FROM BURIAL RECORDS

The names ofmany political dissidents killedbetween July and Septembet988 are not included in publicly
available burial registers.

Between July and December 2018, Amnesty International searched in the online database of the
Organization of Behesht Zahra, a state bodfgr the names of 4,672 individuals who have been recorded as
victims of the mass executions of Julgeptember 1988 by an Iranian human rights group outside Iran

known as theCommittee for the Defence of Human Rights in Irafhe Organization of Behesht Zaa

directly manages the Behesht Zahra cemetery, the main and largest cemetery in Tehran province, and also
maintains an official database of individual graves. For each registered grave, details recorded include the
name of the deceased person, their datef birth and death and, in many cases, the name of their father.

The mandate of the organization is silent about its registration of graves outside Tehran province. However,
searches conducted in the database show that, in addition to the records of grave Behesht Zahra
cemetery, it contains the records of individual graves in other provinces across the country. As a result, in
addition to the names of those recorded as having been executed in Tehran province, which constitute the

176 Amnesty International)ran: Violations of human rights 19871990 (Index: MDE 13/021/1990), p. 12.
7 The woman wished to remain anonymous for fear of reprisals against her family.
178 Amnesty Internationallran: Preserve the Khavaran grave site for investigatimto mass killings(Index: MDE 13/006/2009).
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majority of the namesappearing in the list of theCommittee for the Defence of Human Rights in Iran,
Amnesty International included in its search the names of individuals recorded as having been executed in
other provinces.

Amnesty International found that nearly 99% of theistims recorded in the list of the Committee for the

Defence of Human Rights in Iran are not registered in the online database of the Organization of Behesht

Zahra. In the remaining cases, which constitute just over 1%, the names in the list bear a reseane to

the names in the database, but Amnesty International does not have enough information to conclude

definitively that they refer to the same person. In some cases, there are slight differences in the spelling of

the first names or last names. Inothg b " rdr + sgd m I dr | "sbg+ ats+ ~r nsgdq ¢
name and the date of birth are not available, the possibility remains that the registered grave belongs not to

the reported execution victim but to a deceased person with the same name.

As discussed in section 5.2, Amnesty International also conducted a separate search in the online official
database for the names recorded on 33gravestones in Behesht Zahra cemetery which Amnesty
International understands have been attributed by the authities to the victims of the mass killings of 1988
and found that only three wererecorded in the database (see annex 4).

Amnesty International is unclear how comprehensive the online database of the Organization of Behesht
Zahra is and whether and to wht extent the irregularities seen with regards to the registration of deaths
caused by executions are also prevalent in the cases of deaths not caused by execution. In October 2018,
Amnesty International wrote a letter to the executive director of the Ongaation of Behesht Zahra and

sought information on why the names of most victims have not been registered on its database. In its letter,
Amnesty International also asked, more generally, about the system that the authorities in Iran have in place
to regster the details of every grave in the country, including the names of those buried in each grave and
their date of birth and death. As of 4 December, no response had been received. Amnesty International
understands moreover that, when families have approlaed the Organization of Behesht Zahra for
information on the burial location of their loved ones, they have generally been told that the organization is
not in a position to provide them with this information and that they must direct their queries to the
ognrdbtshnm-r neehbd-

Despite the lack of any information about the structure and decisianaking powers of the Organization of
Behesht Zahra, the fact thahearly 99% of the victims of the mass killingsare missingfrom official online
burial recordsraises serious concerns thathe authorities have quietly adoptedpecific policiesand
proceduresto manipulate burial records This situationmakes the investigation and exhumation of individual
and mass graves all the more crucial to the establishment thfe truth about the burial location of each
victim.
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6.DENYING THE MASS
KILLINGS

®Mnsghmf ats oqno f  mc

Speaker of Parliament Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani in response to reports that thousands of politicaludessithergsammh thse aexeiotec
Tehran Radio on 2 Decembér 1988

6.1DENIAL TO INTERNATIONAL BODIES

In 1988, the Iranian authorities worked hard to keep secret the extrajudicial killings of thousands of prisoners
carried out between July and September 1988, but information gradually leaked out. Families in Iran and
political activists in exile made greagfforts to let the outside world know that political dissidents were being
killed in prisons around the country.

Reynaldo Galindo Pohl, the UN Special Representative on the situation of human rights in Iran between
1986 and 1995, reported in January 198 that, since July 1988, he had received:

®odgr hrsdms qdongsr £ ants ° v ud ne dwdbtshnmr ne
governmental organizations in consultative status with the Economic and Social Council aaedtigther bodies dir
bnmbdgmdc ax sgd ®kkdfdc v ud ne dwdbtshnmr-"—

He also noted that he had:

®qdbdhudc gtmcqdcr ne odshshnmr "~ mc kdssdgr eqnl oq
parliament from Australia, France, Germany, Federal Repubéa d¥est Germany], Ireland, and the

Tmhsdc Jhmfcnl £ "r vdkk "~ r | dladgr ne-udogand Dt gnod™ m
church officials, expressing deep concern at the alleged wave of executions and calling for United Nations
imsdgudmshnm sn aqghlmf rtbg dwdbtshnmr sn °~ g ks-

Nm 7 Cdbdladq 0877+ sgd TM Fdmdg k @rrdlakx dwoqgdrrdc ®f
wave of executions in the period Jul$eptember 1988 whereby a large number of persons died because of
theronkhshb ™ k®¥®hnmuhbshnmr -~

17 This quote was recorded in a letter thaAmnesty International wrote to Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani on 12 December 1988. The letter
is on file with Amnesty International.

180 Report on the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iraprepared by the Special Representative of the Comraien on
Human Rights, 26 January 1989, UN DocE/CN.4/1989/26,www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/@ra. 15.

81 Report on the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iraprepared by the Special Representative of the Commission on
Human Rights, 26 January 1989, UN DocE/CN.4/1989/26,www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/p@ra. 15.

182 UN General AssemblySituation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of IrgnA/RES/43/137,
www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/43/1Bd@ra. 5.
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Nm 04 Cdbdladg 0877+ sgd Dtgnod m O gqkh Il dms hrrtdc =~ qd
sg's sgntr > mcr ne noonmdmsr £ hntudgr dddrden dgvdl Bk Bhds dmt d¢dgl’ mm:
resolutioncalle nm sgd Hg mh™ m fnudgmldms sn g ks sgd dwdbtshnmr
be made to the Iranian authorities to admit a team of international observers to visit prisons and investigate

sgd gdongsr ne dwdbtshnmr = -

Amnesty International issad at least 16 Urgent Actions between August and December 1988 and mobilized

hsr “bshuhrsr sn rdmc sdmr ne sgntr mcr ne ~ood kr sn sg
rdmhng fnudgmldms ehftqgdr + ° r iadifferentcountrigs,ccalimyronthece hoknl *~ shb
authorities to end executions of imprisoned political dissidents immediately.

The Iranian authorities responded by systematically denying the mass killings. Senior Iranian officials

repeatedly dismissed the reportsoncerning the killings of JulySeptember 1988 as propaganda. Similarly,

Iranian embassy officials who met Amnesty International delegates in various countries denied that any

®l "rr bgd ne hloghrnmdc onkhshb>k chrrhcdmsr g c s jdm

Inrecentyearsr nl d enql dg fnudgmldms neehbh>kr+ hmbktchmf Hqg  m-
Mousavi, have claimed that the mass prisoner killings of JuBeptember 1988 took place without their
knowledge and have invoked the principle of the separation of exeaatiand judicial branches to justify their
failure to stop orat least condemn the killings®* However, as shown irchapter 7, in addition to prosecutors
general, revolutionary court judges ahsenior prison officials, the ministry ohitelligence was actiely

involved in the extrajudicial executions. Amnesty International also raised its concerns about reports of mass
prisoner executions with numerous senior government officials including the minister of justice and the
minister of foreign affairs, from agarly as 16 August 1988 when the organization issued its first Urgent
Action. Moreover, in the months following the extrajudicial executions, senior government officials, including
the then prime minister and the then minister of interior, were actively dging the extrajudicial executions

both in their media interviews and in their exchanges with the UN.

6.1 IHQ@M- R QDRONMRD SN @LMDRSX HMS

@ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k ehqgqgrs hrrtdc " m Tgfdms @bshnm nm 0
that a new wave of political exectt n mr  hr s ° j h¥fTheorganibadon talled d¢hdts nmembers to

rdmc sdkdfg Il r+ sdkdwdr "~ mc kdssdgr sn sgd gd ¢ ne Hqg m-
Judicial Council, Abdulkarim Mousavi Ardebili, anthe Minister of Justice, Hassan Ebrahim Habibi, and to

send a copy of the appeals to the diplomatic representatives of Iran in their respective countries. The

"ood kr tgfdc ®sgd bnllts> shnm ne ~kk ntsrism®nchmf c¢cd” sg

A second Urgent Action on 2 September 1988 condemned the continuing political executions in F&nand

referred to a speech by Abdulkarim Mousavi Ardebili on 5 August 1988 that indicated that many imprisoned

PMOI supporers were at risk of executin.’® Once again, the organization mobilized its membership to

rdmc “~ood kr sn Hq mh ™ m “"tsgnghshdr+ ®b  kkhmf enq " m hl|
for details of the procedures by which death sentenceme being passed and approve -85

@ sghgc Tgfdms @shnm nm 1/ Nbsnadq 0877 gdhsdqg sdc @ md
®sg s sgdgd g ud addm ud dexecutiorsh m *~ Hngg'hm kh Mt d ¢gfebOmke’ mse  schrk hws chc
"f hm+ I dladgr vdgd I nahkhydc sn rdmc ~ood kr+ b kkhmf e
gdbnl Il dmbdldms ne e | hkX?*uhrhsr sn onkhshb >k oghrnmdqgr-"—

183 European Parliament, Joint resolution replacing Docs B2L27 and 1149/88, 15 December 1988

®Rdd+ engqg dw Il okd+ AAB Odgqrh m+ ®@ hg @il mc9 Lntr > uh chc mns jmnv "~ ant
www.bbc.com/persian/iran/2011/06/110618_u02_amirarjomand_mousavi_executions Hg " m Hmsdgm shnm  k+ ®0877 | “rr | hk

"tsgnghshdr ° mc ne envbbitly/Ra56MRs 20 @t ftrs 1/ 07+

W@ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k+ ®Hg m9 T@ 108.77 Hg m9 MDE1I1H043/88§.dm  ksx9 Onkhshb  k
@ mdr sx Hmsdgm' s hih tHk +mI®HEd ‘'m9g To@ M 0k8s. x79 On k h's h MDEK13/@1@/8)p t shnmr ~+ 05 @t ftr s
W@ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnmMgkmo®Bd m§ T@mM1IR4xB7O0Onkhshb’ WDEWBOB/EE hnmr ~+ 1 Rdosdl a
18 See section 4.1 above for more informationon Abdulkad L ntr " uh @gcdahkh-r roddbg s Eqghc x oq xdqr |
many imprisoned PMOI members and supporters were at risk of execution.

@ mdrsx Hmsdgm' shnmMgk mo®Bd 9 ©@mM1R4x®7 OnkhshbxMDEWBOB/BE hnmr + 1 Rdosdl a
W@ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k+ ®Hq mBgEmMgsgGdgsbomedml ksh@ mOmknh §i@ 1R 4dwdbt shnmr ~ +
MDE 13/017/88).

@ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k+ ®Hq mBqEMgsgdgs g medm]l Ksh@ mOmknh i@ 1R 4dwdbt shnmr ~ +

MDE 13/017/88).

65
BLOGBOAKED SECRETS
VGX HQ@M- RIASBBCRES ARR BNRIOMIG CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY

Amnesty International


http://www.bbc.com/persian/iran/2011/06/110618_u02_amirarjomand_mousavi_executions
http://www.bit.ly/2C56MRs
http://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/013/1988/en/
http://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/013/1988/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/014/1988/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/014/1988/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/017/1988/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/017/1988/en/

A fourth Urgent Action on 8 November 1988 echoed the same concerns and noted for thedirs s hl d ®qdonqgstr
eqgnl vhsmdrrdr ne k> qfd mtladgr ne anchdr adhmf chrbnudq
o gqgsr ne ¥gd bntmsqgx-

Over the rest of November and December, Amnesty International issued 14 more Urgent Actions raising
concern about the execution of hundreds of political dissidents, including prisoners of conscience, in secret
and noting the names of dozens of individuals whose cases had been brought to the attention of the
organization and were feared to be executed or in dangef execution!®® The appeals were directed at
various authorities including, in addition to Abdulkarim Mousavi Ardebili and Hassan Ebrahim Habibi,
President Sayed Ali Khamanei, Speaker of Parliament Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani and the minister of
foreign dfairs, Ali Akbar Velayati. Copies were also sent to diplomatic representatives of Iran in different
countries

Sgd sdmr ne sgntr mcr ne "~ ood kr ax @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm’
then with denial. On 2 December 1988, AlAkbar Hashemi Rafsanjani was quoted on Tehran Radio as

having said that the claims that thousands afmprisoned political dissidentshad been executed in recent

montgr ~ gd ®mnsghmf® ats oqgno  f  mc ™ -

In response to the denial, Amnesty International seatletter to Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani on 12

Cdbdladgq 0877+ vghbg mnsdc+ ®Sgd ngf mhy shnm g ' r qgqgdbngqgc
believes thatthetruee hf t gqd | ~ x gt nt® hheketter esctpsed a list of 825 reported victis

and asked the authorities to confirm whether or not these people had been executed and, if so, to provide

cds hkr hmbktchmf ®sgd ¢ sd "mc ok bd ne dwdbtshnm: sgd

ne ~mx sqh’k °~ mc éleoapiahadkhoritiep didrbtdepl. mf r — - Sg

On 13 December 1988, Amnesty International issued a press release, accompanied by a briefing paper,

r xhmf sg' s ®sgd duhcdmbd enqg | "rr dwdbtshnmr v r mnv hm
onmorethan2/ / odnokd qdongsdc dwdbtsdc rhmbd I tkx ats sg s s
hbdadqgf - “eck signlt lsqgt gt st Mheerganiztgpm gathereohdetaited information

about the profile of the execution victims; the concealment of their fate or whereabouts from their relatives;
the burial of the bodies in shallow, unmarked mass graves; and the warningsued against public
mourning.

In December, Amnesty International also released four other Urgent Actions, all of which stated:

®Rhmbd Itkx+ @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k g 'r gdbngcdc sgd
supporters of many opposition factionistegker in danger of execution in Iran. Among them are prisoners of
conscience, prisoners serving sentences of imprisonment, or whose terms of imprisonment had expired without
their being released, and prisonerswhbhatilg addm sdghdc ng rdmsdmbdc- "~

The organization again mobilized its membership to send appeals.

There was no direct response from government officials in Iran. However, on 13 December, the Austrian
national public service broadcaster, ORF, televised an interview with Mir Hossein Mousamiyhich he was
rijdc “ants sgd dwdbtshnmr- Gd gqdronmcdc r xhmf+ ®Vd qdo

2@ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnmBdkg ®@HgsmgsT@dled. g7ne dwdbMBEMBAGIE8) m + 7 Mnudl adg
@ mdr sx HmsdgquA2%hbhgn k9 @Hgs gn9od m™ k s x ~ + MDE 13/022/1088); Anthepty Bit8riiationdl, Hmc d w9

®Hgq m9 Etgsgdg Hmemgl mOhOmkhmhDd @k 1 2 «dBansex:MDE 13/621/0988); Mmnestyl adqgq 087

Hmsdgm shnm  k+ ®Hq m9 Et-lggthf 8Bcesagl 0d mh ks n m+ MOEC1Y/@@BUIEB)Y Anthesty 0 8 77 ' Hmcd w9
Hmsdgm shnm K+H@HqIMEJdT @ 2@4dwdbt s hnnvDE13024A988( u d 1@ dngd r 3& 7 Hm:sbdhgaond vh nm™ k + ®H
317/88-Hg " m9 Ed ' q ne dwdbt shnnvDE13025/1988 u d @l dngd r 3&7 HmsHdmgaond wh nm™ k+ ®Hg m9 Et gsg
317/88-Hg " m9 Ed '  q ne dwdbt shnnVDE 13036/1988 ud |@l dngd r 3& 7 Hmskmgand 8 S nomonkUA ®Hg ™ m9 Et gs g
317/99 and followupted " q ne dwdbt shnm + MDE 13027988 ¢q @) 8nd7 s'xHHmdwW Y m" sthranm™ k + ®Hg m9 T @
ed g ne dwdbt shnm +:MDE BM028498% dq @0 8nd 7 s'xHmend W g rup te medical l&tterwriting @action® Enk k nv

Hg m9 L rr dwdbtshnm ne onkhshb ™k oqhr npmddecentenboB&(lodexsMDECqgr @gl "¢ C  mdr g 1
13/030/1988( + @ mdr sx Hmsdgm' sthigmml®+ E@Hg me T@d»d26 hnTVDE 13M33/198§.bdl adg 0877 ' Hmcd
@ mdr sx Hmsdgm s hntHgk m9®@HEG M9 nE@ddH.t 3h n MDE 13(034/1988), Andestydngerntiénal,7 ' Hmc d w9
®HqUAMBS1/88+tHgq " m9 Ed g ne dwdbt shn nVDE1308/1988{ brd @ dngd r &7 HmsHmand wth nm™ k+ ®Hqgq m9 T
Hg m9 Ed g ne dwdbt s hnnvDE13D36/1988.bdl adgq 0877 ' Hmcdw9

19 This quote was recorded in a letter that Amnesty International wrote to Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani on 12 December 198& |&ter

is on file with Amnesty International.

19 The letter is on file with Amnesty International.

1% Amnesty International Biggest wave of political executions in Iran since early 19803 December 1988 (Index:MDE 13/031/88);

Amnesty Internationaljran: Political executiongIndex: MDE 13/029/88).

@ mdr sx Hmsdgm' shnmMgk mI®Hd m9nE@dNA6t 38HhnnVDE 13M33/1988;Aaifestyd g 0877 ' Hmcdw?9
Hmsdgm shnm K+H@HqIMEJdT @ 285dWwdbt s hnnvDE 13034/1988:b d@landdyr sOX8 7HHms dHgme 'dswtOn m™ k + ®Hq
351/88-Hg " m9 Ed ' q ne dwdbt shnnvDE1308/1988 brd |: a da mWl§ &% 'HhmmaddywdlmrhFearofk + ®Hgq ™ m9 T @
dwd bt shDesember 1388 (Index:MDE 13/036/1988),
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acknowledging, and avoided any explicit reference to the mass killings. Instead, he focused on criticizing the
July 1988 armed incursion @ the PMOI in an apparent effort to misrepresent the executions as a legitimate
response to an armed attack?®

®Nmd ne sgd hrrtdr vd g ud

Nodg  shnm Zsgd m I d ne Hq
armel incursion of July 1988]. In this operation, a number of
ZOLNH I dl adgr\ £ vngjdc g r
former president] to wage an attack to conquer Bakhtaran |i
Kermanshah province, Western Iran] and move towartigy el
had plans to carry out killings. Well, we repressed them. Wt
should we have done? Should we have opened ... the gates
them so they could establish a presence and kill people? In
context, we have no mercy and our systemaltmes itee|f the

ghfgs sn mns cdedmc hsrdke

Prime Minister Mir Hossein Mousavi is asked about the mass exec
interview with the Austrian national public service brBantcRsteente
1988»

MirHossein Mousavi © Didar News

@gnt mc sgd r I d shld+ sgd Hg mh m bg gfa c-"ee hgdr hm K
gave an interview to the BBC World Service which asked about reports of mass executions published by

Amnesty International. TheHg > mh " m choknl s r  hc+ ®Sgdrd "~ kkdf shnmr vdec
sincere and serious efforts by Iran to establish peacemc s q  mpt h kR AleBBGreportergd ~ gd = -
subsequently asked if he was suggesting the reportsweRee - aqhb > sdc : gd qdokhdc sg s @I
had not been in contact with Iranian officials and that those who had taken part in the military incursicad

been given fair trials.

®Sgdx Z@ mdrsx Hmsdgm' sh
Emhssy in London and no contact with the governme
the ceasefire, certain dissidents were aligned with the
and infiltrated the country, some [were] captured and
Sgdrd odnokd vdgd fhudm

Thelraniagc gqf & c¢c- " ee  hgdr hm Kn
Basti, in an interview with the BBC World Sé&eiceminéd 198¢

Mohammad Mehdi Akhoundzadeh Basti
© JUSSI NUKARI/AFP/Getty Images

In the Tehran Times a state-affiliated Englishlanguage newspaper, Mohammad Mehdi Akhoundzadeh Basti
rhl hk gkx cdbk gdc sg' s sgdgd v ' r mn a rhr eng @ mdrsx H
sg s @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm’ k- r pagandafrgm oppm thrsrh nvm 2% qlnt pfrd k x a r

In December 1988, Amnesty International also organized a rapid response action, which involved national
sections of the organization seeking meetings with Iriam embassies around the world”® During these
embassy visits, which took plee in countries including Canada, France, Japan, the Netherlands, Norway,

1% The video interview, which was broadcast in German, is available with English and Persian subtitles at the following links:
www.amnestymedia.org/mousasdec-12-with-copyrightenglish/, www. amnestymedia.org/mousavilec-12-with-copyright-farstii/

1% The video interview, which was broadcast in German, is available with English and Persian subtitles at the following links:
www.amnestymedia.org/mousasdec-12-with-copyrightenglish/, www. amnestymedia.org/mousavilec-12-with-copyrightfarstii/

20 The transcript of this radio interview is on file with Amnesty International.

21 The transcript of this radio interview is on file with Amnesty International.

202 Amnesty International made a reference to this interview in artémnal campaigning document that it sent to its campaign eordinators
on 6 January 1989. The document is on file with Amnesty International.

203 The rapid response action is on file with Amnesty International.
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Sweden, the UK and West Germany, Amnesty International delegates presented the names of execution
victims. When Iranian officials denied that political executions were taking platkee delegates requested
that the officials establish for each name on the list: whether the person had been executed; the date and
place of execution; charges brought against the accused and the nature of trial and appeal proceedings
followed prior to exeation; and whether relatives were informed of the death sentence or execution.

The response of Iranian officials was, by and large, denial. For example,

T @s sgd Hg mh m dla " rrx hm Nss v + B " m c + nm 11 Cdbdl
AliMour " uh+ r hc sg' s ®sgd nmkx dwdbt s {defemsivekilpgsbg g ud s~
hm sgd bnmsdws ne a sskd ctghmf sgd Itkx hmu rhnm ax
International had been unduly influenced by the negative imagd ran created by other bodies,
including the PMOI and the media®

T @s sgd Hg mh m dla " rrx hm Nrkn+ Mnqv x+ nm 12 Cdbdl ad

®sdmr ne sgntr > mcr ne sdggnqghrsr~ hm Hge€peopleemc r hc sg
Gnvdudqg+ gd cdmhdc sg° s "mx ® “rr bgdr® g c nbbtggdc

1 Atthe Iranian embassy in Tokyo, Japan, on 3 March 1989, the first secretary, Raessinia, expressed
his concern that the information regarding the masseket s hnmr ®| " x g ud addm "~ bpthgqgct
egqgnl bntmsghdr hm sgd vdrsdgm aknbj "mc sg s ®sgdgqd
Vdrsdgm B%t msqghdr -~

Amnesty International followed up with further action in January 1989, writing lettersAbdulkarim Mousavi

Ardebili, Ebrahim Habibi, Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani and the prosecutor general, Mohammad Mousavi

Khoeniha. Copies were also sent to Ali Akbar Velayati and Deputy Supreme Leader Hossein Ali Montazeri,

and, in the case of letters highgjhting the situation of women victims, to two female members of parliament,

Marzieh Hadidchi, also known as Tahreh Dabag, and Maryam Behrouzi, as they had replied to appeals from

@ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k | dl adgr hmdd ogk hsd qq ddf dqg dgsr - ng b nknthsdsq
about the mass executions and asked for details of the charges on which the prisoners had been executed

and whether they had been tried and under what procedure®’

The same month, Amnesty International submitted a statement tioe 45th session of the UN Commission
nm Gtl "m Qhfgsr " mc ® ood kdc sn sgd hmsdgm shnm k bnl It
onkhshb™ k dwidbtshnmr sgdqd-"—

The authorities, however, continued to deny the mass prisoner killings. In amerview broadcast by Tehran
Radio on 13 February 1989, Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani stated that, following the armed incursion of the
PMOI, some people had been executed for having participated in or collaborated with the invading force,
and compared the® executions to those of convicted war criminals in Europe at the end of World War 1. He
also said that the thousands of PMOI supporters executed had in fact been killed or captured during the
incursion and that the PMOI was trying to disguise its lossbyg giving their names as execution victim¥?

204 The records of the meeting are on file withrnesty International.

»%sgd gqdbngcr ne sgd Il ddshmf “~gd nm ehkd vhsg @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k- Sgd
2%6 The records of the meeting are on file with Amnesty International. The first name of the first secretary isrecorded.

27 The letters are on file with Amnesty International.

28 Amnesty InternationalNew Amnesty International move on executions in IraB80 January 1989 (Index:MDE 13/008/89).

209 Amnesty International)ran: Over 900 executions announced in five monthd9 June 1989 (Index: MDE 13/019/89).

@kh @ a'q G rgdlh Q er  mi  mh-r edamdnhadneeting that hedandsAli Akigar \&elaygtohadgwithotite™ s dc s gd r ° |
then French minister of foreign affairs, Roland Dumas, on 5 February 1989. The diary notes that there was a discussion afauian rights

during the meeting and Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjannac @k h @] a* q Udk x = s IMomafaginbad g ttieir pegglemb g | hmhr sdg+ @
ctghmf sgd Ldgr ¢ Nodg shnm “mc hm ngcdqg sn itrsheAyatdlaptidsteemil hr s j d+ sgdx ¢
Rafsanjani Documents Centre  ® Bn | mmfmrs gd Ldqgr "¢ cded’ s ax sgd nuew.bitlyBlcggad wdbt shnmr -~ + 4
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Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani repeated the same claim in an interview with a French television reporter in
late 1988 or early 1989?°° Ar j d c

“ants
since July 1988, ke made the following statement:

Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani © Jamaran

@kh @ a’ ¢

prison who were coomd b s d ¢

dl og rhydc

G rgd

sg s

@ mdr s x Hms dexeunutien frihousdndsr

®Sghr hr o gqs ne sgd r
going on against us and we believe that Amnest)
International and some other centres move unde
influence of our enemies. What has in fact happe
hr sg > s£ “~ants entq ngq
PMOI attacked our country from Iraq] with all the
resources and very few of them managiedrifto

Iraq] alive. Such massive casualties are unbeara
guerrilla organization which recruits its members
great difficulty outside the country and they must
somehow persuade their sympathizers. Therefor
have made up this issueagtraxecutions in order t
disguise the people whom they lost during this fc
"qldc bnmegnms  shn# " r

Il h Q er mi " mh mns > akx ~ccdc+ ®Ct
vhsg sgd "~gldc hmbtgrhnm ~mc m
®sgdx vdgd mns | " mx + ®sgdx vdgq

[were executed] were actually killedd q h mf

sgd "~ gl ¢ bnmeqgnms

shnm-

gdongsr

q
S
d

On 28 February 1989, the Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the UN in New York wrote to

Amnesty International. The letter said:

®Hmcddc +

sdqgnqghr s

sgd

h
t

f

X_QB

tsgnghshdr ne sgd Hr k pdiitktdd Qdot akhb ne
executions, but that does not contradict other subsequent statements which have confirmed that spies and
addm dwdbtsdc- "~

r g¥®*ud

In December 1990, Amnesty International issued a report entitldcan: Violations of Human Rights 1987
1990, which included a chapter on the mass killings of 1988'* In response, the Islamic Republic News
Hg m-r
blanket denial of human rights violations, includig the mass prisoner killings of 1988 The IRNA stated
gdongsdc ax @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm’ k
example the mass executions of 1988. It falsely reported that, during his first visit to Irare tiN Special

Representative met four men whose names were among those reported by Amnesty International to have

@f dmbx ' HQ

sg s sgd

been executed.

M@( +

Tatrdr

In the next few years, Amnesty International issued further public outputs the mass executions of

198828 Gnvdudqg+ " r

rs’

sdc

hm °~ aghdehmf hrrtdc nm O
acknowledged the mass executions and no new safeguards have been introduced to prevent such mass

W@m dwsqg  bs n
hmsdqgdr s hmf
MEg rdc Mdvr +
www.bit.ly/2nFdmEQ
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Sgd hmsdqgdr s hmf

neehbh> k mdvr " fdmbx+ hrrtdc ° rs’

vdqgqd ®

Nbsnadq

ax Q er " mi "mh v'r bhsdc BB® rdudg k rs sd |
rgdlh Q er mi mh sn ° Eq dwbltly@nrdmE®n™ khrs ~rj hmf °
hmsdgdrshmf "~ mrvdqgr ne G rgdlh Q  er  mli20lmh )

"mrvdgqgr ne G rgdlh Q er > mi > mh7sn

23 Amnesty InternationalJran: Over 900 executions announced infe months 19 June 1989 (Index: MDE 13/019/89); Amnesty
International, Iran: Violations of human rights 19871990 (Index: MDE 13/021/1990), p. 11.

24 Amnesty Internationallran: Violations of human rights 19871990 (Index: MDE 13/021/1990( : @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k+ Hg m9
gtl " m ghfgsr: mdv @ mdr Begembeml®9®gm shnm  k qgdor

"mc gqtsgkdrr—
(Index: MDE 13/026/90).
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215 Amnesty Internationalran: Amnesty Internaional responds to Iranian governmen20 December 1990 (Index: MDE 13/WU 07/90).

26 See, for example Amnesty International, Iran: Written statement to the 46th session of the UN Commission on Human Rightdex:
MDE 13/02/90); Amnesty Internationallran: Imprisonment, torture and execution of political opponent$ndex: MDE 13/001/92); Amnesty
International, Iran: Executions of prisoners continue unabateindex: MDE 13/018/92).
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http://www.bit.ly/2nFdmE0
http://www.bit.ly/2nFdmE0
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/019/1989/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/MDE13/021/1990/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/MDE13/021/1990/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/192000/mde130181992en.pdf

killings from happening again. Many relatives still do not kndar certain whether missing members of their
e Il hkhdr vdgd ~Phmf sgnrd jhkkdcé£™

6.1L.2HQ@M- R QDRONMRD SN TM GTL®@M QF

On 26 August and 14 September 1988, the UN Special Rapporteur on Summary and Arbitrary Executions

sent cablesto the Iranianmihr sdqg ne enqgdhfm “~ee” hgr bnmbdgmhmf ® kkdf = s
number of prisoners, said to be members or supporters of groups or organizations opposing the

Government, had been executed and several others were facing imminent executiowamious parts of the

bnt m¥fxyd Rodbh k Q oongsdtq "~ ccdc sg s+ ® bbngchmf sn hm
had their sentences of imprisonment changed to the death sentence or were executed even though their

terms of imprisonmenthadbeen bnl okdsdc- "~

On 28 September 1988, the UN Special Representative on the situation of human rights in Iran similarly
vgnsd sn Hgq m-r odqgl mdms qdogqdrdms  shud sn sgd TM hm Fd
®v ud ne dwdbt sngplaoeinlran andkadking forka xespsnsé?® h

Records indicate that the Iranian authorities did not provide any substantive reply to these communications.
Instead, they simply dismissed the allegations on the grounds that the source of some of the infiion was
politically biased. Specific reference was made to the PMOI, which the authorities accused of broadcasting
®omkhb>k "mc ogqn® f mc”> | ~sdqgh’ k-~

On 13 October 1988, the UN Special Representative issued an interim report raising concerns ab®w d b d ms
gdongsr ne ° gdmdvdc v ud ne dwdbt s h#nmherbportsmtgdd odghnc e
sg s+ “bbngchmf sn hmenqgl shnm gdbdhudc ax sgd TM Rodbh
number of prisoners, members of oppositiogroups, were executed during the months of July, August and

d qkx Rdosé&l adq 0877-"

g

On 9 November 1988, the UN Special Rapporteur on Summary or Arbitrary Executions cabled the Iranian
government, reiterating the allegation of mass prisoner executiotis.

It was not until the end of November 1988 that the authorities responded by explicitly denying the wave of

executions. During a meeting with the UN Special Representative held on 29 November 1988 concerning

the mass prisoner killings of JuhSeptember0 8 77+ Lng | I "¢ | e q L g kk > sh+ Hq m-
representative to the UN in New York, denied the mass execution presentmg d | r ®a s&kdehdkc | hk

Lng Il ¢ | e q L g kk> sh gqdhsdq sdc Hg m-r cdmh>kr nm 2
gdrnktshnm ax sgd TM Fdmdg k @rrdlakx sg s dwoqdrrdc ®fq
executions inthe period JulRdosdl adg 0877 ®adbotwehdafgdhgqqghromkd®rmb™ k bnmult
Lng Il "c I e g L g kk> sh b kkdc sgd gdrnktshnm ®t mitrs"
vir sgd | “hm rntgbd ne sgd®*®*®e jd hmenqgl "shnm hmbktcdc h

27 Amnesty Internationalran: Executions of prisoners continue unabate@index: MDE 13/018/92), p. 4.

28 Special Rapporteur S. Amos Wak&ummary or arbitraryexecutions 6 February 1989, UN Doc. E/CN.4/1989/25, p. 28, para. 142; see
alsoInterim report on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iraprepared by the Special Representative of the
Commission on Human Rights, 13 October 1988, UN &. A/43/705, para. 69, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/43/705
Note that the former document identifies 24 August and the latter document 26 August as the datben the Special Rapporteur sent his
cable.

29 Interim report on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, prepared by the Special Representative ef th
Commission on Human Rights, 13 October 1988, UN Do@/43/705, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/43/7Qfara. 10.
220 See, for example)nterim report on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iraprepared by the Special Representate
of the Commission on Human Rights, 13 October 1988, UN Doé/43/705, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/43/705
para. 59; Report on the human rights situation in ta Islamic Republic of Iran prepared by the Special Representative of the Commission
on Human Rights, 26 January 1989, UN DocE/CN.4/1989/26,www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doasp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26paras 7
and 72.

21 Interim report on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iraprepared by the Special Representative of the
Commission on Human Rights, 13 October 1988, UN Do&/43/705, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/43/7Qfara. 80.
222 Interim report on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iraprepared by the Special Representative of the
Commasion on Human Rights, 13 October 1988, UN DocA/43/705, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/43/7Q%ara. 47.
223 Summary or arbitrary executions, report by the Special Rapporteur, Mr. S. Amos Wako, 6 February 1989, UN Doc. E/CN.4/1989/.25,
28, para. 146.

224 Report on the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iraprepared by the Special Representativef the Commission on
Human Rights, 26 January 1989, UN DocE/CN.4/1989/26,www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/p@ra. 7.

25 UN General AssemblySituaion of human rights in the Islamic Republic of IranA/RES/43/137,
www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/43/1Bd@ra. 5.

26 Ettelaar ®L " g kk  sh-gd hqndbWdmdh dydr mktt shsm ne sgd TM + 2 Cdbdladgqg 0877+ o- 03

70
BLOGBOAKED SECRETS
VGX HQ@M- RIASBBCRES ARR BNRIOMIG CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY

Amnesty International


https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/192000/mde130181992en.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/43/705
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/43/705
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/43/705
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/43/705
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/43/705
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/43/137

®L " mx j hkkhmfr thg batlefiégldnin the
context of the war, following the invasion of the Islar
Qdotakhb ne Hg m ax£ sg

OL NH\ -

Bk hlr I cd ax Lng Il >c 1°
representative to the UN in Newr€pdttes by the UN Speci
Representafi/e

Sgd TM Rodbh k Qdogqdrdms > shud nm sgd rhst shnm ne gtl " m
sgd v ud ne dwd b tosdniranion 26JamarglB89??nMdgwk dgddj mnvkdcf hmf sg s
hmu rhnm ne Hg mh m sdgghsngx v r tmcdgs jdm ax qdadk Hg
Qdoqdrdms  shud mnsdc sg s rtll gx ng ~gahsq gx dwdbt shnm

bymilh s ° g x n &% ige’ esphainechr - —

®Lnrs ne sgd " kkdfdc uhbshlr vdgd r hc sn ad | dl adq
Iran, but members of other opposition groups, such as the Tudeh Party, the People's Fadaiyan Organization, Rah
Kargar and the Komala Organization in Iranian Kurdistan, as well as at least 11 Mullas, were also said to be
among the alleged victims. Many of the people said to have been executed had been serving prison terms for
several years, while others wererfpriseners who were rearrested and then executed. It would therefore

seem unlikely that these persons could have taken part in violent activitiesagainst the Government, such as
participation in the [PMOI] incursion into the western part of thetlslakitRep ne H§ m hm |t kx 0

Sgd TM Rodbh k Qdogdrdms > shud "oodmcdc " m “mmdw sn ghr q
allegedly executed in thedlamic Republic of Iran during fhe] period JulyCd b d | a d ¢, an8l moted
sg s ®sgdgqd vdqgqd hm " kk o&fha ahkhsx rdudg k sgntr mc uhb

Sgd TM Rodbh k Qdogdrdms > shud bnmbktcdc9 ®Sgdrd "~ kkdf  sh
investigation and information from the Government concerned, in conformity withs dgm™ shnm k oq bshbd-

Nm 5 L qbg 0878+ ctghmf sgd 34sg rdrrhnm ne sgd TM Bnl Il h
representative to the UN in Geneva, Sirous Nasseri, said that his government was preparing an official
response to the list of namesnnexed to the January 1989 report of the UN Special Representati?é.
Gnvdudqg+ hm ° oqdkhl hm gx gdokx gd bk > hldc sg' s ®

®hmchuhct " kr Zvgn\ g ¢ mns addm dwdbtIsmman temitorgin g~ ¢
It kx ©®877-"

O O

227 Report on the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iraprepared by the Special Representative of the Commission on
Human Rights, 26 January 1989, UN DocE/CN.4/1989/26,www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/p@ra. 7.
228 Report on the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iraprepared by the Special Representative of the Commission on
Human Rights, 26 January 1989, UN DocE/CN.4/1989/26,www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1988/para. 68.
229 Report on the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iraprepared by the Special Representative of the Commission on
Human Rights, 26 January 1989, UN DocE/CN.4/1989/26,www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/@ra. 68.
230 Report on the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iraprepared by the Special Representative of the Commission on
Human Rights, 26 January 198, UN Doc. E/CN.4/1989/26,www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/@ra. 17.
21 Report on the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iraprepared by the Special Representative of the Commission on
Human Rights, 26 January 1989, UN DocE/CN.4/1989/26,www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/p®. 22-42.
232 Report on the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iraprepared by the Special Representative of the Commission on
Human Rights, 26 January 1989, UN DocE/CN.4/1989/26,www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/@ra. 16.
233 Report on the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Iraprepared by the Special Represeative of the Commission on
Human Rights, 26 January 1989, UN DocE/CN.4/1989/26,www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/@ra. 68.
24 Interim report onthe situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Irarprepared by the Special Representative of the
Commission on Human Rights in accordance with Commission resolution 1989/66 and Economic and Social Council Decision1989/284,
November 1989, UNDoc. A/44/620, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/44/63tara. 59.

25 Interim report on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, prepared by the &pal Representative of the
Commission on Human Rights2 November 1989, UN Doc.A/44/620, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/44/62fara.
59.
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®03/ £ m Il dr ne sgd hmchuhect
appear in the registers of the prisons, hospitals or even cem
investigated. That fact indicatethibse individuals had not bee
executed but had died in battle during the invasion of Iraniar
ltkx 0877-"

Rhgntr M rrdgh+ Hqg m-r odqgl  mc
concerns raised by the UN about the masslipgsoofedddreptember
1988%*

Sirous Nasseri © ISNA/Morteza Faraj

The full response promised was never submitted. Instead, on 26 June 1989, the UN Special Representative
received two evasive letters from the Iranian authorities, one from Mohammad Hossein Lavasani, the deputy
minister of foreign dfairs, the other from the foreign ministry.

Sgd ehgrs kdssdg rs sdc sg s+ ®sgd Hrk I hb Qdotakhb ne H
answering allegations originated from certain terroristgroupsandwath | d s g hsnqgr — mc chrl hrrd
executionvictimss oodmcdc sn sgd gdongs ne sgd Rodbh ™k Qdogdr dms s
ogdo gdc ax ~mx noonrhshnm fgnto - Sgd kdssdg bnmshmtdc?9

®Mdudqgsgdkdr r + "-wilin coopdrating ith the $pacial Repeesentative, tiérstamic

Republic, having reviewed the list of names annexed to the final report, announces that 140 out of the total list of
persons alleged to have been executed in Tehran are forgeries anexistieallynuividuals, which

clearly proves the infolioraprovided by the terrorist groups to be purely false and to have been conveyed only

for seHserving political purposes. Needless to point out that any single forgery suffictetealisoee

ne hme# gl " shnm- "~

ow
oo

26 Interim report on the stuation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iranprepared by the Special Representative of the
Commission on Human Rights, 2 November 1989, UN Do@/44/620, www.un.org/erga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/44/62para.
59 .

27 Interim report on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, prepared by the Special Representative ef th
Commission on Human Rights2 November 1989, UN Doc. A/44/620 www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/44/630 6.
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“In this connection, it is imstructive
particulars in your annexed 1list, who prove
allegations of your sources and which, even
discredit such sources. These forged names
out here (in the attached list) as they had

to refer to 140 forged names and
as false and baseless all

taken individually, suffice to
and particulars have been pointed
appeared in the annex to your

report.”
“Annex
Forged Names and Porticulars of Persons sllegedly executed in the
islamic Fepublic of Iran during the period of July-Septembasc 1983,
25 they appear in the original report

“Pages Entries

“22 14, 20

~23 19, 20, 25, 29, 30, 31, 34, 46, 48

“24 12, 29, 34, 44, 55

"25 15. 16, 23, 24, 25, 30, 34, 41

"26 1, 22, 25, 28, 29, 32, 11, 34, 40

"a7 4, B, 24, 35, 39, 2

"28 5. 6, 7, 8, 18, 19, 26. 42, 47, 49, 50
"29 2, 13, 17, 24, Y0, 40, 42, 44, 47, 50

"30 1, 5, 19, 20, 30, 31, 40, 49, 54

11 1, 7. 9, 12, 24, 43, 44, 50, 51, 52

36 3, 8, 11, 13, 14, 31, 24, 34, 44, 45, 46, 49, 50, 51
"37 6, 12, 17, 19, 23, 25, 26, 31, 37, 38

"38 14, 15, 18, 20, 21, 25, 26, 28, 46, 47, S50
39 9, 10, 13, 19, 23, 28, 31, 38

40 8, 9, 38, 44, 48, 49, 53

"4l 12, 12, 15, 43, 49, 50, 54, 55

42 10, 16, 18, 22%

An extract from the rephg dfanian government to the UN in June 1989, which denied the mass prisSegtéitiveysi®BBibnd claimed thal
sgdgd vdgd ®03/ enqgfdc m Il dr~ hm sgd khr s ne henthiersgrsla the cdlurh b
®Dmsghdr~ qgqdedgr sn " m hmchuhct k gdongsdc sn g ud addm dw:

The second letter similarly stated:

®Rhmbd sgd itchbh >k rxrsdl hm d " bg rs > sd hr dmenqghbd
not holdself obliged to answer questions which directly violate this axiom. On the other hand, lists such as the

n md mmdwdc sn Xntq Dwbdkkdmbx-r gdonqgs bntkc udgx
commitment towards the Constitutidheaastablished values in their country. In this connection, it is

instructive to refer to 140 forged names and particulars in your annexed list, [which] prove as false and baseless
[as] all allegations of your sources and which, even taken isdifbddallys n c hr bg&#chs rtbg r nf

Neither letter commented on the fate and whereabouts of the remaining 944 people mentioned in the annex
ne sgd TM Rodbh k Qdogdrdms shud-r qdongs-

@ mdr sx Hmsdgm  shnm’ k hcdms heidhthe nustgem listedkbly tthe Iriak x ®e nqf dc
authorities refer (which total 141 rather than 140) in the annex of the January 1989 report of the UN Special
Representative?® It then searched for them in the following two sources: the list of execution victims

prepared by the banned opposition group PMOI; and the list compiled by the Committee for the Defence of

Human Rights in Iran (see section 2.2.2)For 117 of the 141 individuals, Amnesty Internationaianaged to

match their name against the name obne of therecordedvictims of the mass executions of 1988see

annex 2). Amnesty International also obtained profile pictures 08 bf these individuals, shown below.

28 Interim report on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic dfan, prepared by the Special Representative of the

Commission on Human Rights2 November 1989, UN Doc. A/44/620 www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/44/6909.

29TheHg  mh™ m fnudgmldms-r I tmd 0878 gqdokx sn sgd TM gdedgr sn sgd ®03/ engq-
mtl adg+ adsvddm svn "mc 03 ®dmsgx mtladqgr- Sgd sns k ®dtheghdr~ | dmshnmdc
January 1989 report of the UN Special Representative contains numbered pages with a single column of alphabetically orderedesaon

d bg o fd+ ats mn ®dmsgx mtladqgr- @ mdrsx Hmsdgm' s hnmhelhamtemcdgr snnc sgd ¢«
sgd bnktlm nm sgd o fd bnmbdgmdc+ rtbg sg s+ enqg dw' | okflhame®dmsgx~ 03 nm
on page 22.
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Ohbstqgdr ne 02 odnokd vgnl s geakistéhgiidmihc tm™ bk ™ hl elcd y dggld ®EMgRdd b
about their execution and asked the authorities to comment on their fate and whereabouts. Their nawtsnanggtithndabpdeStmbani; Mar
Pakbaz; Abolghassem Zatmaein Rajabi; Aghdas Hemmati; Mohammad Reza Sadeghi; Simin Kheyrieh Safaei; Asef Razmdideh:@hiyviz
Amir Hushang Hadikhanlu (misspelled in the SpeciahRepgresentatq d o n §eyed Ahmad=Seymatidvianid SakMeja®omirecorddd the
Special Represéntatd - r Vahitl Saeidi &ej® Rrivate

Amnesty International has also been able to obtain the pictures of individual gravestones for eight people
whom were declared a® madmvhr sdms ™~ ax sgd Hg mh ™  m “tsgnghshdr -
Sayed Taher Bazaz, Aghdas Hemnati, Mohammad Hassan Rahimi M@m, Maryam Pakbaz, Mohammad

Safaie (also written as Safaie Fakhoudi), Nasrin Rajabi, and Parviz Salimi hasn despite the fact the

Iranian authorities have themselves identified these graves as their place of burial.
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Pictures of individual gravestones for eight people, Majid Araghi, Sayed Taher Bazzaz, Aghdas Hemmati, MiataamivadyBakbaz, Rahimi
Lng Il >¢c R e dh " “krn vghssdm “r R e hd Edwgnsdm¢+ a&Mxrsghpd &g
sgd “tsgngqhshdr sgdlrdkudr g uvall©Rrvdemshehdc sgdrd fq udr " r s

i
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NASRIN RAJABI
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M rghm Qi “ah "mc S g Ohbstgd ne M rghm Q i at
wedding. © Private llam. © Private

Nasrin Rajabi is one of the individuals who the Iraniaauthorities claimed did not exist in their response
to the UN. Amnesty International has, however, obtained the testimony of a former prisoner, Tahereh
Khorrami, who specifically remembers Nasrin Rajabi from when they were in prison together in
connectionwith their support for the PMOI in the early 1980s in llam, llam provincé&? She said that she
stayed in touch with Nasrin Rajabi after they were both released in the Fi880s. Tahereh Khorrami left
Iran in March 1988, but she learnt that Nasrin Rajabi warearrested and summarily killed immediately
after the armed incursion of the PMOI in 1988.

Amnesty International als@ccessed thetestimony of a family member, Neda Rahmatiyho said her
sisterMarzieh Rahmatiand four other women including NasrirRajabi wereforcibly disappeared and
extrajudicially executed during the mass prisoner killisgpf 1988 in llam?24! She said ®veral months afte
the executiors, the authorities calleds g d v nfandlies-tald them thattheir loved oneshad been
executedand gave them an address and a number, saying it was the location whéhey wereburied.
The families subsequently found the bodiem a mass grave at the site, which was on a hill on the
outskirts of Saleh Abad cemetery outside llam. Despite acknowledgithe execution of Nasrin Rajabi an
the location of her buralin an unmarked massgrave, the authorities claimed thatshe = r - ®mn
dwhr sdms~ theinteplyto the UN Shecidl Representativésee section 5.3)

20 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Tahereh Khorrami from Justice for Iran, which cocigéd the interview with her in
person.
Rdd Mdc™ Q' gl ° sLandscape of Pamgwwdhamscapes.com/cities/530
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AGHDAS HEMMATI

F

Aghdas Hemmati and her husband, Hossein Moakeddi, at t Ohbstgd ne @ gc r Gdl Il sh-1
wedding. © Private

Aghdas Hemmati is another prisoner who the authorities claimed did not exist in their response to the
UN. Amnesty International was told by a survivor from Semnan prison, Asadollah Nabavi, that he kne'
Aghdas Hemmati and her family directly*? He said that, in August 1988, she was briefly held in a cell
adjacent to his in solitary confinement in Semnan priscand that they communicated with each other vii
Morse code shortly before she was taken away. Asadollah Nabavi told Amnesty International that, in |
message sent via Morse code, Aghdas Hemmati told him that she was subjected to prolonged
interrogations urder torture and other ilitreatment?*® The next day, she told him that she knew she wa:
going to be executed as she had been interrogated without a blindfold and had seen her interrogators
She was transferred out of solitary confinement after midnight tsame night and was never seen again

In his next report to the UN Commission on Human Rights on 2 November 1989, the UN Special
Representative spoke of the mass prisoner killings of Jt®eptember 1988 no longer as an allegation but as
a verified fact.He stated:

®Sgd hmengl "shnm dl " m shmf egnl u’ gqhceotroboratedt gbdr + hn
by official statements, confirmed that politically motivated mass exeplaanmttheksecond quarter of

1988 and that amongéhexecuted were prisoners who were serving sentences including some whose
rdmsdmbdr vdgd “~ants sn ad bnmbktc¢étc hm °~ edv ¢ xr

Despite this, the UN failed to take appropriate action. Not only was there condemnation from, or

investigation authorized by, the then UN Commission on Human Rights and no referral by the UN General

Assembly to the Security Council, the General Assembly did not even follow up on its resolution of 8
December 1988 which had express ¢ ®f q - ud bnmbdgm~ ~ants ® gdmdvdc v ud
Juy‘Rdosdl adg 0877 s gfdshmf oqghr nmd§ PrioRaitd &doption,d ne sgdhqg
sghr gdrnktshnm g ¢ addm r sqgnmf k) toldhe $imNetvyalke ax Hg m-r o
Lng Il "c I e"q L g kk> sh- Gd g 'c b kkdc hs ®tmitrs~ ~ mc
sgd | "hm rntgbd ne sgd ®&& jd hmengl shnm hmbktcdc hm hs

The next UN General Assembly resolution on the situation of huméaghts in Iran on 15 December 1989

bnl oghrdc nmkx ehud aghde o q fq ogr "mc sgd vngc ®bnmbd
reference to the violations of human rights that were taking place in the country, including the systematic

concealment of the fate and whereabouts of the victims of the mass prisoner killings of J8ptember

0877- Hs rhlokx rs> sdr sg s sgd TM Fdmdg k @rrdlakx ®cdb

22 Amnesty International interviewed Asadollah Nabavi in person in October 2017.

23 Amnesty International interviewed Asadollah Nabavi in person in October 2017.

24 Interim report on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iraprepared by the Special Representative of the

Commission on Human Rights, 2 November 1989, UN Do@/44/620, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/44/6238ara.

110.

25 UN General AssemblySituation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of IramlA/RES/43/137,
www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/43/18@ra. 5.

26 Ettelaatr ®LKklg  sh-r hmsdquhdv “ants sgd gdbdms gdrnktshnm ne sgd TM + 2 Cdbd
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human rights in Iran during its fortyfifth sesson in the light of additional elements provided by the
Bnll hrrhnm nm Gtl " m Qhfgsr "~ mc*sgd Dbnmnl hb "~ mc Rnbh ™k B

Sgd TM-r e hktgd sn "bs etqgsgdg dlankcdmdc sgd " tsgnghsh
January 1990, in ameeting with the UN Special Representative, Abdollah Nagthe interior minister denied

the mass executions and claimed that the reports of mass killings was a propaganda campaign run by the

PMOI in order to conceal their casualties at the battlefiet¢f

®Hm ngcdg sn bnmbd  k sgd
been organized abroad alleging that invaders captured
battlefield had been executed en masse, together with
|l dl adgr ne sgd r I d fgntc
Abdollah Nipdhe interior nstar in 199@enying the mass prisone
killings of JuBeptember 1988 in his meeting with the UN Spec
Representative on 24 Janu&ry 1990

Abdollah Noori © Omidnameh

Hm Nbsnadg 088/ + Hqg m-r cdot s xsulmitgddheplyrto thehnUNISpesiai g+ L mnt bg
Representative concerning 3,620 cases of executions which had been mentioned in the Special

Qdogdrdms shud-r gdongsr adsvddm | "mt gx 0877 sn Edaqgt  q
single executioncarrie nt s hm 0877- Sgd "tsgnghshdr bk > hldc sg s ®sg

dwdbtsdc b mmns ad gdbnf mhydc- Eng sgd qdl  hmhmf 0+400+
bk hl hmf sgd gdongsdc dwdbt shnmmhuthdbegrhH gh drd g ®krhajdhrmf®rtsm
ngf > mhy shnmr ne sgd Hrk I hb Qdotakhb™ ng ®rstcxhmf "~ aqgn
®rsgdds bk rgdr "mc bk rgdr vhsg angcdg sgnnor : sg s sg
Revoluhnm-r dmdl hdr " : sg° s sgdx ®vdgd gqgdkd rdc egnl oqghrnm™
g ¢ ®rntfgs rgdksdg hm engdhfm bnt msqghdr : ng sg s sgdx

The Iranian authorities said that the informationinclude hm sgd gdokx ®g ¢ addm bnl ohkdc
Department of the Minister of Justice, the Police Identification Unit, and the Registry and Statistics
Ngf > mh$” shnm -

In his next report on 6 November 1990, the UN Special Representative included applementary list of 346

additional persons allegedly executed in Iran between 1981 and 1990, 47 of whom weecorded as

executed in 19882%! The Iranian government subsequently replied, commenting on the list while refusing to

acknowledge any of the reported executions from 1988. Of the 47 executions recorded as having been

carried out in 1988, the authorities did not provide any reply on 23Vith regards to the remaining 24, they

made comments that included claiming that the reported execution victims had been previously imprisoned

adb trd ne ®sgdhg noonrhshnm sn sgd Hrk I hb Qdotakhb ne
wlgd ®rstcxhmf ~ s tmhudgrhshdr™ ng ®rstcxhmf “agn c : sg
Hg m : sg°' s sgdx g ¢ ®drb> odc sn engdhfm bntmsghdr ™~ "~ esd
bnmrbghoshnm: sg° stmdgdx nedoyd qqidk Hg~rp "aghrg s sgdx g c ®c
sg s sgdx ®g - c “bghdunsd mf' ¢ggxdg Qdlu n®g lskhch mb mmedgmd | hdr -

27 UN General AssemblySituation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of IranPA/RES/44/163,
www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/44/16ara. 5.

248 Report on the situation of human rights in Iran, prepared by the Special Representative of the Commission on Human RigBts
February 1990, UN Doc.E/CN.4/1990/24,www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1990/p4ra. 119.

249 Report on the situation of human rights in Iran, prepared by the Special Representative of the Commission on Human RigBt
February 1990, UN Doc.E/CN.4/1990/24, www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1990/24, pdrk9.

20 Interim report on the situation of human rights in Iranprepared by the Special Representative of the Commission on Human Rights, 6
November 1990, UN Doc. A/45/697, Appendix VIwww.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/45/69, 94.

21 Interim report on the situation of human rights in Iranprepared by the Speial Representative of the Commission on Human Rights, 6
November 1990, UN Doc. A/45/697, Appendix Iwww.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/45/69p. 69-80. Amnesty
International arrived at these numbers by exporting the list of executions included in the November 1990 report of the UNc&pe
Representative into a spreadsheet and filtering thengies that concerned executions carried out in 1988.

252 Report on the situation of human rights in Iranprepared by the Special Representative of the Commission on Human Rights, 13
February 1991, UN Doc.E/CN.4/1991/35, Annex 3,www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1991/3%. 104-114.
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Agd > jcnvm ne sgd Hg mh™ m "t sgnqhs h dmass pasdnerdilings ofl 1988 senAmsegtyl InteFrisit

Amnesty International searched the 47 names of those reported to have been executed in 1988 in the lists
prepared by the PMOI and the Committee for the Defence of Human Rights in Iran as well as dagéabase

of the Abdorrahman Beoumand Center and found that 35are listed in at least one of the three sources as
among the victims of the mass executions of 1988. These include victims who the authorities declared had
been released, were studying in univsities, were living and working in Iran, were studying abroad or had
escaped to foreign countries (see annex 3). Amnesty International also obtained profile pictures of 11 of
them, shown below.

Pictures of 11 reported execution victims whoselexémutian authorities refused to acknowledge to the UN.Shdikektalsdédeshkinfam, Ghole
Rez&iaKajoutyhr r odkkdc hm sgd Rodbh k Qdogdrdms  shud-r qd oeliegrsthe Specia
Qdoqgdr dms " Molemmusshiid Hadtixeihey provided no comment. In four cases, Fariba Ahmady, Farahnaz Ahmady, Mansour A
Qdy " Sngjontqg+ sgdx bk hldc sgdxdqddngada c¢hbsHm sygdigd d®r stmhxn
Lng Il "¢ @9l "cx+ sgdx bk > hldc sg s sgd enql dq feomtop leftto botiorn dgbt: s
Mohammad Ahmady, Shokrollahfdaskariba Ahmady, Mansour Ahmady, Farahnaz Ahmad$iaGtayamyBeza Shojaie, Bijan Bazargan, Mi
Rahmati, Mohammad Said Haddadi, and Gholam Reza Torkpour. © Private
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FARAHNAZ, FARIBA, MANSOUR AND MOHAMMAD AHMADY

Masoud Ahmady, holding the pictures of his sibliwgsnfowené# executed
during the 1988 mass executions. © Amnesty International

@ K Farahnaz Ahmady (top left), Fariba Ahmady (top right), Moham
(bottom left) and Mansour Ahmady (bottom right). © Private

Siblings Farahnaz, Fariba, Mansour and Mohammad Ahmady were among prisoners forcibly disappe
and extrajudicially executed in the mass prisoner killings of 1988. Yet, Iran, in its response to the UN,
claimed that Farahnaz and Fariba were alive argtudying at university, that Mansour Ahmady was
studying abroad and that Mohammad Ahmady had been released. Amnesty International has, howev:
spoken b their brother, Masoud Ahmads?® and he said that his sisters, Farahnaz and Fariba had beer
arrested inthe mid-1980s in Esfahan when they were 17 and 19 years old respectively. They were
rdquhmf rdmsdmbdr ne rdudq k xd gr- hloghr nml
Masoud Ahmady also told Amnesty International that his brother Mohammabed been arrested in the
early 1980s and was serving a 1fyear prison term when he was executed. Mansour Ahmady was
arrested in 1988 and executed in Shiraz prison in the same year. Masoud Ahmady said that the
authorities warned his family not to hold a meorial service for their loved ones and, when they learned
that the family had defied their order, they raided their house and disrupted the ceremony.

MARZIEH RAHMATI

MarzieRahmati © Private Ohbstgd ne L gqyhdg Qg

Marzieh Rahmati was forcibly disappeared and extrajudicially executed during the mass prisoner killir
of 1988 in llam, western Iran, after spending about seven years in prison. Several months after her

23 Amnesty International interviewed Masoud Ahmady in person in October 2017.
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execution, the authorities caéd her family, told them that she had been executed and gave them an
*ccqdrr "mc ° mtladg+ r xhmf hs v r sgd knb's
able to find her body, along with several other bodies, in a mass grave at the sithjch was on a hill on
the outskirts of Saleh Abad cemetery outside llam. Despite acknowledging to her family that she had |
executed and buried in an unmarked mass grave, the authorities provided no comment about her in tl
reply to the Special Reprsentative.

@ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k nas hmdc sgd sdrshl nmx
organization that her sister had finished her prison sentence and was due to tedeased when she was
executed® L gy hdg Q" gl ° Isdkingrto securdé ehpkopertywdeed as the authorities had
conditioned her release upon posting a property deed as bail. She said that her family ownegat@perty,
but it did not have a registered deed and were thus unable to secure the bail order. MarzieithRati was
shot by firing squad two or threenonths after her release order.

These evasive and distorted responses from the Iranian authorities in 1991 are the last formal exchanges
between Iran and the UN on the mass prisoner killings dily-September 1988 that are cited in the reports
of the UN Special Representative.

Given the gravity of the crimes committed in 1988, bearing all the hallmarks of crimes against humanity (see
chapter 9 for the legal analysis), and the credibility of theports and evidence related to them, the Iranian
authorities should not have been able to shield themselves from scrutiny by unconvincing blanket denials
and mere intransigence. Sadly, that is what happened.

As a result of this, the Iranian authorities h&been emboldened to continue the concealment of the truth
about the fate of the victims and the location of their remains and maintain a strategy of deflection and
denial regarding enforced disappearances and arbitrary, summary or extrajudicial executitimst continues
to this day.

6.2DENIAL AND DISTORTION IN IRAN

While internationally the Iranian authorities were issuing blanket denials, domestically, in the second half of
1988 and early 1989, they made statements that implicitly confirmed the executionsitosought to disguise
"mc chrsngs sgdhg m stgd "mc rb kd "mc ®i trshex  sgdl -

Some of the statements presented the executions as a just and lawful response to a small group of violent

hmchuhct " kr vgn g c rshggdc t o ®Idromirside prisomtiasupportl dgnv bnkkt
and join its armed incursion. Others claimed that the executed prisoners had all been on death row for

several years. All the reactions downplayed the scale of the mass killings by representing the death toll as

®knv r ngm®éaimb "~ ms -

Eng dw |l okd+ nm 6 Cdbdladg 0877+ R xdc @kh Jg Il dmdh+ Hqg"
was quoted in an official newspaper saying:

®Cn xnt sghmj vd rgntkc g mc nt s rsondiuteeractigties = odqgr nn
of monafeqimvho launched an armed attack within the borders of the Islamic Republic? If his relationship with

that apparatus has been made clear, what should we do to him? He is punishable by the death penalty and we
would certainly éxé¢ s d2**g h | - —

On 8 December 1988, Speaker of Parliament Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani said in an interview with the
Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB):

®f sgdqd “~gd rnld b rdr vgdgd hmchuhhkeit " kr bnll hs sq
punishment is announced. For example, take this recent incident of the Mersad Operation. We found out through
those of them [PMOI combatants] who were taken as captives that some inside the country were in contact with
them [PMOI combatants]. Ityshatural that they are punished-fiparating with an aggressor against the

24 Amnesty International obtained the testimony ddeda Rahmati from Justice for Iran, which conducted the interview with her by voice

call.

AAB Odgrh® m+ ®Neehbh k rs sdldmsr “ants sgd dwdbtshnmr ne sgd 087/r + 0
www.bbc.com/persian/mobile/iran/2013/09/130912_25_anniversary_authoriteis_speech_nm.shtml
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territory of Iran ginehis crime that Irag anzhafeqifointly committed after the announcement of the
ceasefire and [the fact that] they intended to carry-sgtlacgd r s qt bshud ®bsr hm sgd bn

Nm 00 Cdbdladg 0877+ sgd gd c ne Hg m-r Rtogdld Bntgs "~m
Abdulkarim Mousavi Ardebili, was quoted as saying:

® Ad e n (ted the Masad Operatimmafeqgihad some difaharokdtinside the prisons. | should recall

sg s Il dladgr ne Znoonrhshnm\ fqgntokdsr “~gd sqghdc e
However, the implementation of the sentence is avoided for a period in conssiieratiimm off te

prisoner and with the hope that, through the teachings that they receive in prison, they would be punished, return
to the bosom of Islam healthy and enjoy pardon. However, in the days of the Mersad Operation, these stirs
[taharokdtreachd their peak. Accordingly, the crimes of convicts who were involved in these events became
heavier. However, many individuals still benefited from [a stay of execution] and a second opportunity at the
request of the prosecutor shortly beforetheexequtios gdhgq m I dr vdgé& ok bdc hm s

Abdulkarim Mousavi Ardebili added that he had recently met with the foreign minister about the

®ogno " f "mc~ " ne gtl m ghfgsr ngf mhy shnmr "~ mc sgd I dch’
®vdggdo  qdc sn ognuhcd hmsdgm shnm k anchdr vhsg duhcdmbc
established for us that they are genuine about working for the discovery of the truth and [that this is] not a

onkhshb™ k hrrtd-"

In February 1989, the thenminister of foreign dfairs, Ali Akbar Velayati, stated:

®Hm sghr bntmsgx+ sgnrd vgn qdrngs sn ~gldc rsqtffk
executed in recent months, were [members or sugpddieiseshie Khalg [PMOI] who had sought to
"cu mbd hmsn Hg mh m sdgghsngx- Sgd nsgdag®*odnokd dw

Regarding the number of victims, Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani stated in February 1989 that thewber of

prisoners executed in the lastfewmangr v r ®kdr r 2% Ig May 1989, theghead of thenState

Prisons Organizations, Majid Ansari, was quoted in an official newspaper as saying that the number of

oghrnmdqgr dwdbt sndec svg dx ®uddggdx dkvhdsbstksddc "eng ®qgt mmhmf mdsvno
chrbnudqdc “~esdq %¥gd Ldgr ¢ Nodg shnm-"—

In the following years and decades, as survivors, families, human rights defenders and historians worked
valiantly to preserve the memory of the nsa killings and seek truth and justice, the official statements
evolved into an intense disinformation campaign, inundating the public with narratives promoting a mix of
untruths and victimblaming.

Broadly speaking, the official disinformation campaigrti centres on two narratives that are inconsistent but
jointly seek to demonize the execution victims and divert attention from the unjust proceedings that led to
their executions.

The first narrative reiterates the completely unsubstantiated positiarst taken by Abdulkarim Mousavi

Ardebili in December 1988 that those executed were already on death row and the summary proceedings

adengd sgdhqg dwdbtshnmr enbtrdc nm vgdsgdq sgdx vdqgd " cd
pardon or commutdion. For example, Ebrahim Raisi, who participatdd m sgd Sdgg m ®cd > sg bnl 1l h
v r ptnsdc hm °~ rs> sd I dch™ ntskds hm L x 1/07 r > xhmf sg
thousand drug traffickers today whose sentences have been finalizbut a decision has not yet beemade

sn g ud sgdPl! b qghdc nts-"—

Similarly, Ali Fallahian, a higkprofile cleric and politician who served as the minister of intelligence from
1989 to 1997, said in a welpublicized interview in August 2017:

® H's ranged that g committeeangulof three persons from thistijofims d k k hf d mbd+ sgd oqgnr
office and those who were judges and knew the issue well, are formed and they examine and decide if some are

“ants gtl " m ghfgsr +
dg 0877+ o- 1-

6 Ettelaat ®Sgd rs sdldmsr ne sgd Rod jdg ne O ¢
hbj - I a
tshnmr ne sgd 087/r + O

7 Ettelaatr ® Sg d  Will be hbsdiutely fiem in dealing with drugs q * e e
*AAB Odgrh®  m+ ®Neehbh 'k rs sdldmsr “ants sgd d
www.bbc.com/persian/mobile/iran/2013/09/130912_25_anniversary_authoriteis_speech_nm.shtml

29 Amnesty International)ran: Violations of human rights 19871990 (Index: MDE 13/021/1990), p. 11; Abdorrahman Boroumand Center,

The Massacre of Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988, report of an inquiry, 18 April 20 awvw.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the
massacreof-political-prisonersin-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry, p. 2. Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani became President of Iran later that year,

a position he held until 1997.

20BBB Odgr h m+ ®Neehbh k rs sdldmsr “ants sgd dwdbtshnmr ne sgd 087/r + 01
www.bbc.com/persian/mobile/iran/2013/09/130912_25_anniveary_authoriteis_speech_nm.shtml

®Hg  mh  m Rstcdmsr- Mdvr @f dmbx+ ®Sgd dwovwkbitiy2JodGhvay 2088. Q° hr h ~ants sgd dud
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pardonable and may be spared executiosk @hthim committee was this and not issuing fresh death
rdms d®mbdr -

The second narrative claims that those executed were subject to fresh prosecutions in 1988 for engaging in

criminal communications and ceordination with the PMOI frominsid@ ghr nm hm ngcdg sn rshqg to
join the armed incursion once it had advanced and liberated the prisons. For the past three decades, articles

promoting this narrative have featured heavily in Iranian state media even though it has never been

explaired how thousands of prisoners from across the country could have possibly communicated and co

ngchm sdc e qnl -seeunty grisods withcan amedrgrowp fodtsgde the country®® Moreover, the

testimonies of survivors all confirm that these vagwecusations of rebellion and secret collusion were not

the focus of the interrogations they faced between July and September 1988 and no information was ever

given to them that they were facing renewed prosecution and sentencing on fresh charges (see cbapt

and annex 1).

In an apparent effort to deviate attention from flaws in their narratives, some Iranian officials have claimed

sg s sgd ®qdsgh > kr~ vdgd nmkx enq oghrnmdqr vgn g ¢ oqdu
the aim was to idenify those who were bent on re&engaging in such acts in the future and execute them as a

pre-emptive measure.

Eng dw |l okd+ sgd sno “cuhrng sn sgd bntmsgx-r oqnrdbtsngqg
a media interview in September 2016:

® H shy this with absolute certainty that those individuals [the execution victims] were formally put on trial.
Their cases were studied and reviewed and there was awareness of their pasigyrofdes adiemal t

many questiod$ese were questions aackivhy are you in prison? How long have you been in prison? What is
your sentence? Where were you arrested? What were your previdiisatlimsges position on

monafeqhThis extended to a discussion about their current thinking aboutitre[trgdiz@l], their
onrhshnmr nm btggdms °

ee hqgr mc vgdsgdg®ng mns sgd
He added:

®Sgd sqh  kr vdqgqd kdmfsgx " mc nbb rhnm kkx bnmr hrsdc
to for five to 10 hours until a conclusion could be reached, and the process was premised on accepting
~cdbk g shnmr ne gqgdodms mbd- "mc |  hms hmhmf sgd nq
there to decide on exceptional casesringdadividuals who would state their loyalty again to a series of

actions takebymonafeqimAnd not even all such individuals but those of them specifically who had been
oqduhntrkx hmunkudc vhsg “sqgnbhshdr "~ mc aknncrgdc- "

This description is refuted ly corroborated testimonies of survivors about the summary nature of the

proceedings leading to the mass prisoner killings of 1988 (see chapter 7 and annex 1). In any case, the

neehbh> k m gq shud bnmbdcdr sg° sialprgcdedifygqalnseddt kr angd khs
establishing the guilt or innocence of prisoners regarding an internationally recognizable criminal offence.

Instead, they were formalized interrogation sessions designed to discover the political opinions of the

prisonersandordeg sgd dwdbtshnm ne sgnrd mns vhkkhmf sn ®qgdodms

221 1 di -t Nmkhmd+ ®Sgd “bbntms ne @kh E° k kwgbitly/aBOungMt s dwdbtshnmr ne 0877
Rdd+ enqg dw lokd+ Lng Il > c L gantah+ ®@ o rrhmienlunmguéedlpghmehmg@8 7 mbk Qhi

News, 15 August 2016, www.bit.ly/2GenOER X  gx°~ Qdyu mh+ ®Vg' s g oodmdc hm sgd Inrs c¢c mfdgntr
Fars News Agency, 17 June 2017www.bit.ly/2BOA3zB S r mh | Mdvr+ ®Sgntr mcr ne I nm edphm vdgd o  qcn
www.bit.ly/2wofTXp @aa " r Jnk gcnty “mc Lng Il ¢ @kh R egd+@Atgy & Mmal uMdrwodmlk®s h
2017, www.bit.ly/2wpOaWl Ldgq Mdvr @f dmbx+ ®M sdfg Mntgh-r ehgql cdedmrd ne sgd dwdbt
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/. THE KILLINGS: WHAT
REALLY HAPPENED

®Nrap yourselvesinthegeh sd rgqntcr

Mohammad Reza Ashough, who escaped while being transported to a firing squad, describing what ¢
companions to do before ex&cution

/[IRTQUHUNQR- @BBNTMSR

Sgd gd khsx ne vg s g o0odmeeptembarlB88 gradtbtly came to lighitgther n mr  ct gqh m
late 1980s and early 1990s when survivors of the enforced disappearances and extrajudicial killings were
released from prison, fled Iran and spoke out about the horrors they had witnessed.

These accounts, available in memoirs, articles and testimies, reveal the modus operandi of enforced

disappearances and extrajudicial executions in different citi@%. They recount how a few days after the

OLNH-r "~ gldc hmbtgrhnm hm Itkx 0877+ hm ogqghrnmr ~bgnrr s
without giving any reasons, stopped providing prisoners with newspapers, removed television sets from

prisons, and systematically collected groups of prisoners from their cells around the country. Most were

never seen again.

71.1-CD@SG BNLLHRRHNMR-

Survivorsconsistently said that, after they were rounded up, prisoners were blindfolded and paraded before

"mc hmsdggnf sdc ax rdmhng oqhrnm neehbh kr “mc bnl | hssd
Revolutionary Court in their ciff” and seniorrepd r d ms * shudr eqnl sgd mngtryofdbt sng-r n
intelligence (for more information on the composition of the committees, see secti@rB). In many cases,

they said the process of collection was accompanied by insults, yelling, beatings andeutiti-treatment. The

bnll hssddr+ vghbg rtquhunqgr gqdedqgq sn "r ®cd sg bnll hrrhn

265 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Mohammad Reza Ashough from Justice for Iran, which conducted theriew with

him in person. Amnesty International conducted two follow up interviews in person in August 2018.

26 For the lists of some of the memoirs written by former prisoners and survivors of the mass prisoner killings of 1988 andraffuss

human rights violations of the 1980s, seédbdorrahman Boroumand CenterTestimonies of victims and rights abuser$rison Memoirs
www.iranrights.org/library/collection/120/prisememoirs Lnmhgdg A g ¢ g m+ ®Oghrnm khsdqg stqgd +
www.womenpoliticalprisoners.files.wordpress.com/2013/02/daa9d8aad8a7d8a8.pBblitical prisoners: The art of resistance in the Middle

East www.womenpoliticalprisoners.com/resources/books-english/

7 After the 1979 revolution, in most cities across the country, a Revolutionary Court was set up by the order of Supreme Ldalgnollah

Khomeini. According to the Regulations GoverninBevolutionary Courts and Prosecution Offices, adopted in 1979, each Revolutionary

Bntgs bnloghrdc °~ Rg - gh-" itcfd gqdbnlldmcdc ax sgd Hrk I hb Qdunktshnm gx
“oonh dc ax sgd Rg g btedby thetpeopledintheir rigliteousnessdvhorhasrknowiedgetof the requirements of the

Hr k| Qdunktshnm + vgn v 'r “oonhmsdc ax sgd Qdunkt shnomthegx Bnt mbhk- Sgd
Rg gh itcfd- RihdReQuilifiohaky CeuhtsnantrProfenutioth Officemww.rc.majlis.ir/fa/law/show/98140Articles 4-5.

s
b
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1 the proceedings were so summary and arbitrary that they could not be considered to constitute an
actual judicial proceeding;

1 they did notoperate within existing legislation;

f sgdx vdgd mns bnmbdgmdc vhsg drs akhrghmf sgd fthks n
internationally recognized criminal offence;

1 Inthe case of PMOI prisoners, the questions focused on whether they werepared to:
1 denounce the PMOI and its leadership;
T dwogqdrr ®qdodms  mbd™ ~ants sgdhqg onkhshb k nohmhnm
T cdbk> gd knx ksx sn sgd Hrk Il hb Qdotakhb sggntfg vg

1 Inthe case of leftist prisonersthe interrogations appeared like a religious inquisition dke questions
focused primarily on their attitudes towards IslanPrisoners were mainly asked questions such as:

1 Areyou a Muslim?

1 Do you pray?

T Cn xnt gd ' c¢c sgd Ptg-" m>
1 Did your father prayandreacs gd Pt q-  m>

Prisonerswere not told why they faced these questions or that their answers could condemn them to death.
Somein fact misunderstood the purpose of the session, believingat they were appearing before a pardon
committee.

In many cases acrosghe country, the questions also tested how far the prisoners were prepared to demean
their humanity and inflict harm on themselves and others. The questions (see case boxesrimex 1)
included:

1 Are you willing towalk through an active minefield to assighe army of the Islamic Republic?
1 Are you willing to join the armed forces of the Islamic Republic and fight against the PMOI?

T @gd xnt vhkkhmf sn oqnuhcd hmengl  shtamabram enqgl dq bnl q
®bmodqg  sd~ vdesffirialsPms dk k hf dm

1 Are you willing to participate in firing squads?
1 Are you willing to hang anonafeq (a pejorative epithet for members and supporters of the PMOI)?

When most of the prisoners did not give the responses required by those on the commissiohsytwere
consequently dispatched for execution.

Survivors have said that prisoners were not informed that they were condemned to death until shortly before
their executions; sometimes they only learned about their impending fate when they were given a aed

piece of paper and told to write down their last wishes. Even then, they did not know when and how they
would die until they were lined up before a firing squad or nooses were put around their necks. There was no
possibility of appeal at any point dung the process.

Sgd I hmnghsx vgn | "m fdc sn fhud sgd ®bnggdbs™ “mrvdqgr v
after a period in solitary confinement. They said that, in some prisons, they faced threats, overheard

conversations or saw puzzig signs that suggested that the prisoners who had been taken away had been

executed.

For example, in Gohardasht prison in Karaj, some prisoners said that they saw large refrigerated trucks,

usually used for transporting meat, entering the prison. They sieribed hearing the noises of bodies being

thrown at the back of empty trucks and realized that they were being loaded with bodies of those executed in

order to transport them out of prison. Some said they saw guards carrying wheelbarrows full of ropes or

wearing gas masks and spraying what they believed was disinfectant on the area where the trucks were

parked 2% Some said they caughta glimpse ci®gt f d ohkd ne qtaadq rkhoodqgr vghbg

28 See for example statements by survivors Mehdi Aslani, Akbar Sadeqi, Ebrahim Mohammad Rahimi amdMiesdaghi in Abdorrahman
Boroumand Center,The Massacre of Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988, report of an inqujriy8 April 2011, pp. 48, 54, 56-57,68,
www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/thenassacreof-political prisonersin-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry
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0 + / P59 In Evin prison, some prisoners learned through prisoners convicted of npolitical crimes that

barrels of slippers were being taken out of the prison every d&$.In Rasht, a survivor said she overheard

guards telling each other cheerfully that they ha®e h mhr g d ¢ d u d% snZanjdn, a surviveresaich f g s -
they caught a glimpse of a room in which the authorities had put the belongings of all the prisoners taken

away?"?

Several survivors said they or their companions, some of whom were later killedre taken by the

authorities to the gallows and made to watch or participate in the executiéfisor caught a glimpse of the
room where nooses were danglin§f* Some of them thought the authorities confronted them with the
executed bodies of relatives or fellow prisoners in order to provoke them into making angry statements that
could then be used to condemn them to deatfd’®

In many prisons, prisoners remained k@ely unaware that most of their cell mates had been executed until
prison visits resumed in late October, early November 1988 and the authorities began breaking the news of
the executions to families (see the case boxes amnex 1, which provide an ovengw of the circumstances
surrounding the mass killings of JukBeptember 1988 in prisons of 16 cities across Iran).

7.1.2/ICTIMS

In provincial prisons outside Tehran province, with the exception of Kurdistan province, the victims were
primarily members or supporters of the PMOI, both men and womerin Kurdistan and West Azerbaijan
provinces, the waves oénforced disappearances and extrajudicial killings also targeted hundreds of
prisoners affiliated with the Kurdish opposition groups Komala and the Kurdishrecratic Party of Iran
(KDPI).

According to survivors, in prisons in a few provincial cities, one or several male prisoners affiliated with leftist

or other groups and, in the case of at least one prison in Esfahan, a female prisoner affiliated with téstef

group, were also executed, but these categories of prisoners were not targeted systematically for execution.
Mdudgsgdkdrr+ @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k-r qgqgdrd qbg hmchb > sdr
interrogation, either during the height of thé&illings between late July and early September 1988 or later in

September and October, and that some were placed in prolonged solitary confinement, lasting in some

cases until early 1989, andwereled to believe that they too would be killel®

The pattern was starkly different in Evin prison in Tehran and Gohardasht prison in Karaj. Here, in addition
to PMOI supporters, hundreds of prisoners affiliated with leftist and other political groups were systematically
targeted for execution.

A first wave of executions, between late July and midlugust, targeted several thousand members and

supporters of the PMOI, both men and wome#. According to survivors, interrogations always started with a

fateful question:®Vhat is your political affiliation?Those who proudly answered thattheywer@ ni ~ gdc hm

(the appellation members of the PMOI preferred for themselves) were immediately ordered to join a line

vghbg Id " ms sgdx vntkc ad dwdbt s donafegdigymgr d dv gard g'r mrnved gRdsag ds
ngf > mhy shnm + sgd dtogdl hrl trdc ax OLNH rtoonqgsdqgr hm

29 Amnesty International)ran: Executions of prisoners continue unabate@index: MDE 13/018/92, p. 3; Abdorrahman Boroumand Center,
The Massacre of Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988, report of an inqujry8 April 2011, pp. 48, 54, 56-57,68,
www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/thenassacreof-politicalprisonersin-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry

210 See for eample statements by Ebrahim Fatemi, Reza Shemirani and another anonymous survivor in Abdorrahman Boroumand Center,
The Massacre of Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988, report of an inquir¥8 April 2011, pp. 48, 55,
www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/thenassacreof-political prisonersin-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry; Abdorrahman Boroumand
Center, The Massacre of Polital Prisoners in Iran, 1988: An Addendum, Witness testimonies and official statement® December 2013,
www.iranrights.org/library/document/2498/thenassacreof-politicalprisonersin-iran-1988-an-addendum-witnesstestimoniesand-officiak
statements p. 114.

21 See the statement made by Shayesteh Vatandoost in the case box on Rasht in anhe

22 See the statement made by Rahmat Gholami in the case box on Zanjan in annex 1.

213 See for example the statements made by Asgar Mehdizadeh from Gohardasht prison in Karaj, Jahangir Esmailpour from Adelatsash pr

in Shiraz, and Javad Abdollahi from Vakilabad prison in Mashhad below.

274 See the statement made by Shahab Shokuhi from Galdasht prison in Karaj in Abdorrahman Boroumand Centefhe Massacre of

Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988, report of an inquiryl8 April 2011, www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/thenassacreof-political
prisonersin-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry, p. 50.

25 See the statements made by Asgar Mehdizadeh from Gohardasht prison in Karaj and Jahangir Esmailpour from Adélptison in

Shiraz below and the statement made by Hamid Saidian in the case box on Mashhad in annex 1.

216 See for example statements made by Rasoul Showkati in the case box on Mashhad and Mohammad Hoshi in the case box on Esfahan,
both in annex 1.

2" The sequence of executions is known through survivors as well as Hossein Ali Montazeri, who writes in his memoirs that the dtigsor

first targeted PMOI prisoners based on a secret fatwa that Rouhollah Khomeini issued in July 1988 and then turned theimegtdh n m -s n ® mn m
gdkhfhntr “mc bnlltmhrs~ oghrnmdgqr a rdc nm ° rdbnmc rdbigds ngcdg hrrtdc
Montazeri, Memoirs (Sherkat Ketab, 2001), pp. 351, 357.
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ptdrshnmr cdrhfmdc sn tmbnudg he sgdx qdl hmdc ®rsd ce r
vhcd g " mfd ne qdr onnirdere pts k+h egh def h'nmrf  aedgmnhf h&rdsn knf hb ™ k rt
l dgd gdetr k sn dwogdrr ®qdodms  mbd™~ "mc cdmntmbd noonrh
deemed not to have given the required responses and were executed.

At the end of Augustl988, in a second wave, the "death commission" operating in Evin and Gohardasht
prisons turned its attention to political dissidents imprisoned in connection with their support for various
leftist political groups?’®

Many prisoners did not realize the ghificance of these questions. Male prisoners, who said their fathers
prayed and indicated that they had been brought up in a practising Muslim family were categorized as an
®h mm™ s d martadrfesr) anddcondemned to death. Those who said they wel&ought up in non
practicing families and had never practiced the religion themselves, were spared the death penalty, but they
were ordered to be flogged until they agreed to prés.

Eng vnldm+ sgd ®hmbngqdbs ™ =~ mr v ttpriukedfive lashes everyeptayef f h mf r d ms
time (that is, 25 lashes a day} until they agreed to pray regularly or die under tortur&®

A survivor of the mass killings in Gohardasht prison in Karaj said the following to Amnesty International in
March 1992 about the torture that was systematically inflicted for a period on leftist prisoners who survived
the mass killings for refusing to pray:

®HIl Il dch> sdkx “esdqg sgd | "rr bgd£f sgdx khmdc tr to °
middeas gd ptdtd£ Lnrs ne sgd nmdr hm egnms ne | d r hec
put a steel bedstead in one part of the room, and each one who refused was put on the bed and a guard would sit
on him and a prison official would cedetdibe lashed. Each prisoner was lashed until he said he would pray.
Rnld g c sdm k> rgdr nsgdqr -1I0laBhesSagddatmdst fainted. The o q hr n md g
guards let him fall down. When they asked him if he would pray, he wad unpbletogsd i t rs mnccdcf
vd r v sghr aqts khsx+ I nrs ne tr r hc vd vntkc fn
into the section, knocked on all the doors, shouting and swearing at us to get up and pray. Again, they had a
bedsteatdehind the door. Five who refused were taken and beaten until they agreed to pray. We could even hear
the cries of other prisoners in neighbouring sections who were suffering similar treatneetite This becam

routine 5 a.m. practi@ach day they bdatte who refused. Some decided to commit suicide, as they could

~

mns rs mc sgd oqdrrtqdr - "
@mnsgdg rtgquhung+ vgn v ' r hm sgd vnldm-r v qc+ snkc @ md

®Vd vdgd v qd ne sgd | “rr bgd ne s gothenlprisoner® q hr nmdaqr
had also been executed. We discussed this [issue of refusing to pray] among ourselves and decided to stick it out
sn sgd dmc£ Vd bntkc mns rdd sgd etstgd bkd gkx- Vd
wasnocontaethsg sgd vnékc ne sgd khuhmf £~

278 Amnesty Internationallran: Violations of human rigts 1987-1990 (Index: MDE 13/021/1990); The Massacre of Political Prisoners in

Iran, 1988, report of an inquiry 18 April 2011, www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/thenassacreof-politicalprisonersin-iran-1988-
reportof-an-inquiry, pp. 61-75; Hossein Ali MontazeriMemoirs (Sherkat Ketab, 2001), pp. 351, 357.

219 See, for example, statements made by Shahab Shokuhi, Mehrdad Neshati Malekians and Nima Parvaresh in Abdorrahman Boroumand
Center, The Massacre of Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988, report of an inqujry8 April 2011,
www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/thenassacreof-politicalprisonersin-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry, pp. 66-67, 69-70.

20 See, for example, statements made by Mahiar Maki, Fariba Sabet, Shahla Azad and Monireh Baradaran in Abdorrahman Boroumand
Center, The Massacre of Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988, report of an inqujry8 April 2011,
www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/thenassacreof-politicalprisonersin-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry, pp. 71-70.

21 Amnesty Internatimal, Iran: Imprisonment, torture and execution of political opponentgéndex: MDE 13/001/92, p. 7.
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WRAP YBSELVES IN THESE WHR GQNTCR -

Mohammad Reza Ashough survived the ma
prisoner killings of JulySeptember 1988 by
escaping en route to the firing squad. In
1988, he was serving a lengthy prison
sentence in what informally used to be
referred to as UNESCO prison in Dezfti®
imposed in connection with his support for
the PMOI283

He recalled that on 30 July dozens of PMOI
oghrnmdqgqr vdgd snkc

bnl Il hrrhnm g c¢c bnlc
Mohammad Reza Ashough © Amnesty International cases. The PMOI prisoners were taken in
groups to the main prison office. There, he
said, they were ordered to lift their blindfoldona x nmd ~mc e bdc °~ ®bnl |

judge who presided over the cases of political activists in Khuzestan province, Mohammad Hossein
Ahmadi; the prosecutor of Dezful, Alireza Avaei; and several senior prison and intelligence officials.

He said that two prisoners before him were asked if they were prepared to fight against Irag. They rej

®xdr - Sgdx vdgd sgdm " rj dcmotafqgn g8gdx dgqdobigdo
sentenced to imprisonmes * mc vd rg  kk mns fn-"

Lng Il "¢ Qdy @rgntfg r hc sg°' s gd v r ehqgrs
continued:

®Sgdx r hc9 -He xnt ~gd °~ Ltrkhl+ vhkk xi1

Sgdx r hc+ HgVhmek MHntqdetkfhgds +temdXdr + H v hkk
eng Hg m-£ Sgdx tkshl sdkx "~ rjdc+ =~Xnt r~
Il hmdehdkc "~ mc chd enqg d4idtatlshould be crazyto wakk srdndn
rnnm “r H adbnld ° Ltrkhl-"

Lng Il "¢ Qdy" @rgntfg r hc sg°' s s sghr onhms
rn “rjdc he gd v r ogqdo gdc sn ehf gtenceand! wihoNge
sn ehfgs-- Hm gdronmrd+ gd r hc sgd hmsdkkhfd
@rgntfg-r m Ild nm ®sgd nsgdqg khrs~ “mc sgd rd

Mohammad Reza Ashough said that, of the eight people in his group, sign& put on the list and two
who said they would fight against the PMOI were not. They did not know what the purpose of the list"

The next day, dozens of other prisoners who had gone through the questioning process were told to
collect their belongingsin preparation for a transfer to Ahvaz. However, they were then lined up,
akhmcenkcdc "mc s jdm sn sgd ognrdbtsnqg-r nee
belongings. They were taken to a corner one by one, given a pen and piecgaper and told that they
had 10 minutes to write their last wishes. That was the first moment the prisoners learned they were t
put to death. Some prisoners, including Mohammad Reza Ashough, protested, which led to guards
beating them. Others wept oremained dlent, lost in their thoughts.

Mohammad Reza Ashough said that the prisoners were then taken to the prison courtyard, blindfolde
with their hands tied behind their back. They were made to sit there for several hours until it got dark.
Then theywere forced aboard two minibuses, which they were told were going to Ahvaz. However, af
while, the vehicles stopped at a military barracks, which Mohammad Reza Ashough believes was cal
Valiasr in the 1980s. The prisoners were taken to an area wighowers and ordered to wash and put on
white shrouds. Mohammad Reza Ashough said the scene was harrowing, with prisoners screaming &
shouting out their names to let each other know who was there. He says that he refused to wear the
shroud and as a resulguards tied his handsbehind his back and beat him.

282 Prior to the 1979 Revolution, the site used to function a school run by UNESCOII&wing the revolution, it was transformed into a prison
and was informally called the UNESCO prison by the prisoners.

283 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Mohammad Reza Ashough from Justice for Iran, which conducted the intervit¢hw wi
him in person. Amnesty International conducted a followp interview with him in person in August 2018.
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After this, he said prisoners were returned to the minibuses. Mohammad Reza Ashough managed to
his hands from the ropes. In the darkness and amid the screams he escaped by throwing himself out
the window and miraculously did so withoutat® bs hmf sgd ft gqcr- "~ ssdm

Mohammad Reza Ashough said he ran into the darkness, climbed over the barbed wire surrounding
military base and swam in the Karkheh river. He said that he had travelled abdikm when he heard
repeated gunshots and understood that his fellow prisoners had been executed by firing squad. He
dudmst " kkx entmc ghr v x sn sgd bhsx ne @mchl
He subsequently went to Tkeran and from there, fled Iran.

Lng Il "c Qdy ™ @rgntfg-r "~ bbntms hr bnggnanqg s
sgd Rg - gh-" itcfd vgn o qrouhdllahdhomemnionlgd Augilst1988.tAcbpys
of the letter wasalso sent o dissident deric Hossein Ali MontazeriThe letter expresses concern that
some prisoners in Dezful, including Mohammad Reza Ashough, were selected for execution even thc
they had declared that they were prepared to denounce the PMOI. The letter also notes that &omad
Reza Ashough had escaped as he was being taken to be execufét.

+HE HAD TAKEN A JOURNEY TO THERDA&D OBME DGHR FGNRS G@C Q

Jahangir Esmailpour survived the mass
prisoner killings of JulySeptember 1988 in
Adelabad prison inShiraz. In 1988, he was
serving a lengthy prison term imposed in
connection with his support for the Minority
faction of Fadayan, a secularleftist political
organization?8®

Jahangir Esmailpour recalled that in late Jul
the authorities called out the names of
dozens of prisoners and took them away. Hu
said that, for several weeks, they had no
Jahangir Esmailpour © Justice for Iran information about these prisoners until one ¢
sgdl + @aa'r Lhqg - hx"

Abbngchmf sn | g mfhg Drl hkontg+ @aa' r Lhqg" -

®Hs edks khjd gd g ¢ s jdm °~ intgmdx sn ¢
distressed that he would not speak to anyone. Then we finally haitageddtk gad he explaine
that all the others who had been taken away had been hanged. He had been warned not tc
sgntfgs sg°' s gd g ¢ addm agntfgs a bj n m

JahangirDr | © hko

n nmshmtdc+ r xhmf sg°' s @aa r L
cdsdmshnm bd
d

b
d ne sgd Qdunktshnm gx Ft gcr
ghl he gd ¢ mhydc sgd Hrknbtdh ©@dotaehkbbh+sgd
cdbk > qd ghlr ®gdodms "ms - Gd r hc sg s gd
"rjdc ghl he gd womfequ hk@aemfr shhg™  mhx  m®r ~ hc s
that the authorites were not serious. However, he was then blindfolded, taken to another area, given .
rope and told to pull it. He said he started to cry and say he could not. Several days later, he was
returned to Adelabad prison.

Jahangir Esmailpour said that severaleeks later AbbasMira hm-r m 1 d v r °~f  h
v r adhmf s jdm nts+ gd xdkkdc ~s sgd ft qcr +

Jahangir Esmailpour said that the height of the killings in Shiraz was in August and early Sefitem
when every day a group of 15 to 20 PMOI prisoners were taken away. Most never returned. Some br
came back but were then taken away again. Only a small number of those who returned were not cal

24 Hossein Ali MontazeriMemoirs (Sherkat Ketab, 2001), Annex No. 157, p. 602.
285 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Jahangir Esmailpour from Justice for Iran, which conducted the interview histhin
person.
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back and, according to Jahangir Esmailpour,theseq hr nmdgr vdqd uhr hakx
their faces that they had returned from the land of the dead. | mean they had gone and seen death ar
sgdm gqdstgmdc-

dTHE GUARDS PULEBEBIAT KDFR NE C@MFKHMF OQHRNMDOQR-

Asqgar Mehdizadeh survived the mass prisoner killings of
July-September 1988. He was serving a lengthy prison
term in Gohardasht prison in Karaj in 1988, imposed in
connection with his support for the PMOI. Helescribed to
Amnesty Internationa®® a horrific execution scene that he
was made to watch on 9 August 1988:

®Hs v ' r St d[amisowfficAald ~ g
summoned and handed me over to two guardscekd
me to the hall [where the gallows had been set up].
great many number of prisoners who were standing
the hall. | tried to see if | could recognize anyone frc
my blindfold. A prisoner next to me turned around a
-Cn mnnwt vjgx sgdx g ud ac
r > hc+ -Sgdx Zoghrnm nee
dwdbt shnm-- Rnld ne sgd
of paper to write their last wishes; others had torn tt
Asgar Mehdizadeh © Amnesty International up. Some were biegkheir watches [to make them s

the date and time of their execution].

®@esdq ° rgngs vghkd+ °~ ft > gc b 1l d ~mc si
few moments and | saw numerous bodies strewn on the gmweredabberd?2 chairs with 12 rop
hanging above them. The guards were busy quickly bringing in the prisoners and putting nc
necks and the guards pulled at the legs of dangling prisoners until they died... | saw some
chanting, and this made the guards very hy§meal the senior prison officittlcked and hit the
"mc xdkkdc+ =Jhkk " kk ne sgdrd pthbj kx |
stand up any more and | passedeonéexthing | felt was that they were sprinkling water at my
ft qgqc cqg ffdc |I'd nts-"—

Asqar Mehdizadeh thinks that he survived the mass killings because, during his interrogations in 198
he used the pejorativeterm ®nonafeq when he was asked about his charge and consistently said,

including in writing, thathe did not supportthe PMOI ary more and just wanted to go back to having a
normal life He believes that the prison officials took him to the gallows to provoke him into making an
angry statement in support of his PMOI companions that they could then use to condemn him to deat

2% Amnesty International interviewed Asgar Mehdizadeh in person in November 2017.
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4+ BUMPED INTO THE TWITGHWNC HDR NE SGD CXHMF OQHRNMD(

Javad Abdollahi survived the mass killings of Juyeptember
1988 in Vakilabad prison in Mashhad. In 1988, he was
serving a lengthy prison term imposed in connection with his
support for the PMQ.2%87

He recalled that in late July he was taken, along with dozen:
of other PMOI supporters, to a detention centre in Mashhad
run by the Revolutionary Guards and known as Kouh Sangi.
The prisoners were divided into several rooms, with about 6
in each room. Inthe following days, he said, the prisoners
held in other rooms were all taken away. He said that for sol
time they had no information about the fate of those taken
away until three men, Mohsen Hanayee, Javad Tousnd

..,?/ Akbar Delsouzi, were returned to theoom he was in. The

&,-,; Pr $ . men recounted that theyhad been taken by the guards to a
oy parking area and confronted with a harrowing scene of man

- dead bodies hung from the roof. Several days later, Javad

~ Abdollahi said that he and all the other prisoners in his roo
Javad Abdollahi © Private vdgd b kkdc "mc s jdm+ vghk

bnl Il hrrhnm 9

®Sgdx Zsgd neehbh kr\ | >cd tr rhs hm ° qi1

of us a series of questions including: Are you prepared to giverimgdiAre you prepared to
denounce your organization? Do you support the Islamic Republic system? Are you prepar
ehghmf rpt > c> Vd vdgd "~ ants 5/ odnokd

®S gdx Zshtiged toak asadthe lsame parking space that Mohsen, Javad and Akbar he
described and this time they were also with us. There, they made each one of us go up anc
stepladder, blindfolded, and then they put the noose aroundftarrthatkwhile the noose was a
our neck, an intelligence official approached each of us, noted that these were the last mint
"mc “rjdc “f hm he vd vdqgqd ogdo gqdc sn =«
Hrk 1 hb Qdotakhb rxrsdl£ H v r nmd ne sgit
his questions. He asked me why. | said that | did not want to lie to them and explained that
in my earlier years of imprisonmdiatiriz and that | had been severely tortured and even lost
kidneys. At this point, the official removed the noose and ordered me to come down off the
rvd ghmf ~s I d- H cnm-s jmnv vgx gd chc ¢

®@e s dqg g dowmldheardtim selling the driver of a minibus that was parked near the
to move forward. All the stepladders had been tied by a rope to the minibus. The vehicle m
prisoners were all dangled from the roof. Then, cruellial thradéime walk, while blindfolded, a
the area where the bodies were dangling. As he walked me, | bumped into the twitching bo
oghrnmdqgqr- Sgd hmsdkkhfdmbd neehbh ™ k shisk:«
rbdmd hr g qrgdgq sg m dwdbtshnm-- "

Javad Abdollahi continued, saying that, after this harrowing experience, he was transferred to solitary
confinement. He was held there for about 20 days and then was returned to Vakilabad prison. He sai
that he knewof a few other PMOI prisoners in Vakilabad prison who were treated the same way. He t
@ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k sg° s sn sghr ¢ x gd qdl
dreams are still about executions. | am either being executed there is this gruelling wait where my
dwdbt shnm knnkP¥ hm sgd etstqgd-"—

27 Amnesty International intenéwed Javad Abdollahi by voice call in October 2018.
28 Amnesty International interviewed Javad Abdollahi by voice call in October 2018.
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7.2A PRPLANNED MASSACRE?

Former prisoners from Evin and Gohardhasht prisons refer to a pattern of threats, interrogations,

classification procedures and transfers girisoners between Evin, Gohardasht and other prisons in the

l nmsgr kd chmf to sn Itkx 0877+ vdkk adengd sgd OLNH-r °
certain this was a prelude to the mass prisoners killing®

@l mdr s x Hms d grech has heveaiedla similargattermin various provincial prisons. Survivors from

these prisons told the organization that, between late 1987 and millily 1988, prisoners faced unexpected

interrogations, either orally or through extensive written questiaires, which focused on their political

opinions and continued commitment to opposition groups. Survivors also reported that, during the same

odghnc+ oghrnm neehbh> kr "mc hmsdqggnf snqgr sggd sdmdc sg
theoghrnmr vntkc ad ®bkd  mrdc -

Another pattern that some survivors believe indicates the ppganned nature of the mass prisoner killings is
a massive wave of arrest of hundreds of prisoners, who had been released several years earlier, during the
weeksle chmf to sn Itkx 0877 “mc rgngskx ~e¥dq sgd OLNH-r "o

@ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm k-r gdrd gbg “~krn onhmsr sn m>shnm
and without explanation from their home city telsewhere, sometimes far from their provinces, in the

months preceding July 1988°! Many former prisoners believe these transfers were part of a classification

dwdgbhrd “hldc s hcdmshexhmf oghrnmdqr ingthemfordqd ®r sd’  ce
continued imprisonment and possible elimination.

The prisoners also said that the transfers enabled the authorities to restrict the flow of information during the
mass killings in small towns and cities where there was a greater likelihoodarhilies knowing judicial
officials and prison guards through local networks and extended families.

RASHT

Shayesteh Vatandoost survived the mass
killings in Nirouyeh Daryaee prison irRasht,
Gilan province 22 She recalls that in late 198
and early 1988, a renewed round of
interrogations started unexpectedly; prisoner:
were summoned one by one without knowing
why and asked to complete a lengthy
interrogation form.

She was cdled for this interrogation on 6
February 1988. She said that her memory of
the questions has faded, but remembered th:
they included: Why were you arrested? What
was your crime? Do you accept the Islamic

Shayesteh Vatandoost © Justice for Iran

29 See, for example, the following memoirs by Nima Parvaresh, Aimequal Battle: a report of 7 years imprisonment 1982989 1995,
www.iranarchive.com/sites/default/files/sanad/nimaarvareshnabardinabarabar.pdf pp. 99-106; Iraj Mesdaghi,Neither Life nor Death,
Volume 3: Restless Raspberrieg¢Alfabet Maxima Publishing, 2006), second edition,
www.ketabfarsi.org/ketabkhaneh/ketabkhani_4/ketab4893/ketab489300001.pdp. 65-100; and Reza GhaffariMemoirs of a Prisoner in
the Prisons of the Islamic Republic of Iran998, www.iranarchive.com/sites/default/files/sanad/ghaffaxaterate-zendan.pdf, pp. 233-239.
Rdd " krn sgd rs > sdldmsr | cd ax rtquhunqgr L mtbgdgdhelMassacrepfh ~ mc Ldgch @r k
Political Prisoners in Iran, 1988, report of an inquiryl8 April 2011, www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/thenassacreof-political
prisonersin-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry, p. 34; and the statements made by swivors Mehdi Aslani and Amir Atiabi in Iran Human
Rights Documentation CentreCd * ckx E  sv ' 9 Hqg  m-, 2009 i.710-140nhv.iramhrdc. arg/deadifdivegstans-1988-
prison-massacre/

2% Special Representative of the Commission on Human RighReport on the human rights situation in the Islamic Republic of Irai26
January 1989, UN Doc.E/CN.4/1989/26,www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/P@ra. 17; Amnesty
International, Iran: Political executiongIndex: MDE 13/29/88); Amnesty Internationalran: Exeations of prisoners continue unabated
(Index: MDE 13/018/99, p. 4. See also statements by Azad Zamani in the case box on Sanandaj and Mohammad Hoshi in the case box on
Edahan both in annex 1.

21 |n the interviews conducted by Amnesty International, transfers of prisoners between the following locations were mentiddedujerd
to Khorramabad, both in Lorestan province; Astara, Fouman, Anzali, Roudbar and Langaroud to Rasht, all in Gilan provilere;and
Kermanshah to Tehran or Karaj; Babol and Sari to Ghaemshahr and vice versa, all in Mazandaran province; Urumieh in East #igerb
province to Tabriz in West Azerbaijan province; and Zahedan in Sistan and Baluchestan province to Ahvaz in Khuagstavince and
Mashhad in Razavi Khorasan province.

292 Amnesty International obtained the testimony of Shayesteh Vatandoost from Justice for Iran, which conducted the intervigwheitin
person.
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http://www.iran-archive.com/sites/default/files/sanad/nima-parvaresh-nabardi-nabarabar.pdf
http://www.ketabfarsi.org/ketabkhaneh/ketabkhani_4/ketab4893/ketab489300001.pdf
https://www.iran-archive.com/sites/default/files/sanad/ghaffari-xaterate-zendan.pdf
https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry
https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/1380/the-massacre-of-political-prisoners-in-iran-1988-report-of-an-inquiry
https://iranhrdc.org/deadly-fatwa-irans-1988-prison-massacre/
https://iranhrdc.org/deadly-fatwa-irans-1988-prison-massacre/
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.4/1989/26
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/192000/mde130181992en.pdf









































































































































































































































































