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MEMORANDUM FOR: Or, Henry A. Kissinger
Assistant to the Prasident
for National Security Affairs
The White House
Washington, D, C, 20520

SUBJECT: Mr. Kermit Roosevelt's
26 April Meeting with
the Shah of Iran

1. During the last week of April 1972, Mr, Kermit
Roosevelt was {n Yeheran dealing with the lranian Govern-
ment on behalf of one of his Amarican bustiess associates.
Just prior to his d:ga-rtura from Teharan, Mr. Roogevelt
met with the Shah,

th whom he has had & close personal
relationship dating back more than twenty years.

2, Mr. Roosevelt £atd the Shah was obviously preoc-
cupied with the prospect of an oppertunity to diseuss world
probiems with the Presfdent. In this contaxt the Shah in-
dulged 1n a lengthy discourss on the situation in the region.
';'lgehfonow‘lng summartzes the principal points made by the

ah:

a., Major economic blocs are emarging. Logi-
cally the Middle East region should ttself organize
to deal more effectively with the principal world
powar blocs. The Shab sees the need for regional
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- development in the Middle East and believes that he

probably has as good credentials as anyone for assert-
ing some leadership in the region. The principal ob-
jective of the region must be to remain free and fnde-
pendant.

b, The Shah is disturbed by events in the sub-
continent which have created the possibil{ity that
West Pakistan may fragment. He 1s worried abeut Soviet
capabi1{ties fn Afghanistan. The Shah says that he
understands Bhutto's problems and 1s more optimistic
about Bhutte's character and ab{lities than he has been
in the past, Bhutto will come to see the Shah after
the Presfdent's visit,

¢. The Shah safd that he was very concerned
about Turkay. He gwelled on this subject at length.
He feels that Turkey does not know where, in terms of
its role 1n world affairs, it s going.

d. The Shah said that he had always been hope-
Ful that he could work closely and effectively with
King Faisal, He realized that his own actions on the
Qulf {slands had damaged the relatfonship and embarrassed
King Faisal. He hopes that the action on the Gulf can be
relegated to history and not permanently restrict the

peration between Iran and Saudi Arabla which the Shah

feels 1s essential for regional security. The Shah
hopes to soon take the tnftiative in strengthening his
relations with Saudf Arabia, '

2.

f. The Bhah found the recent Irag pact with the
USSR "most disturbing...a fulfiliment of his worst dreams."
He sees the Soviet actfon 1n Irag as relevant to Soviet
aspirations {n the Gulf. In this connectfon, he des-
cribed as "dismal folly" the action by Shefkh Zayid of
Abu Dhabi 1n agreeing to the establishment of a Soviet
Embassy fn the Hew Union of Arab Emirates.




g. - The Shah has been disapppinted by the action
of President Sadat of Egypt in the pagt few months.
The Shah has been fmpressed by Pres{dent Sadat's per-
formance since taking office and had hopad that he
would bring Egypt into ¢loser alighment with Iran,
Saudi Arabla and other natfons fn the Middle East who
were determined to oppose the spread of Soviet influence.
The Shah will keep an open mind on this question until
Sadat's positfon {n Egypt and the trend of his relations
with Moscow are c¢learer. Ha was disappointed that Sadat
had acted so abruptly in breaking relations with Jordan
after King Hussein announced his new pian for Palestine.

h, The Shah said that, {n spite of the d{ff{culties
involved, he felt he must play a more active role as 2
regional leader {n organizing sut{-commnist forces,

3, Mr, Roosevalt safd that other well-informed senfor
Iranfans with whom he set have exprassad concern that the
Shah has pressing domestic problems that are not being gim
enough attention. They questioned whether the Shah will be
able to f{nd the time to play the role of a regional leadar,
Ambassador Mahmud Forugqi, former Iranfan Ambassador {n Washington,
D.C. snd back in Iran after six years as Asbasgador {n Kabul,
told Roosevelt that he thought there was a growing gap befween
“the government"® and the people of Iran, He said that only the
Shah's personal {nfluence holds "the govarnment” and the people
of Iran togethar. He found {nflation s serious problem and
balteved the credibility of the government was badly eroded,
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